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During a conference call with report-
ALEXANDRIA — David Platt, president ers August 27 Platt laid out the situation in
of the Southern Baptist Convention’s In- terms of a crisis of IMB’s own making.
ternational Mission Board, shared that the “The challenge we’re addressing is that
overseas missions group had overspent its  despite increased giving to the IMB over
budget by $210 million since 2010, includ-  the last four years, for example, we have
ing $39 million in 2014, alone, dropping consistently spent more money than has
operating reserves to 4 months of funding,  been given to us each year,” Platt ex-
below the minimum 6 months amount ad-  plained.
vised by the SBC Executive Committee. “What we realized,” he said, “is as we
Consequently, he said, the IMB plans got into the budgeting process this year —
to reduce its workforce — field missionaries
and staff — by 600-800 people. See IMB on 15

DOWN BY THE RIVER

First West celebrates baptism of 31 members in Quachita

| By BRIAN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

WEST MONROE — A few hundred members
of First West recently celebrated the baptism of
| 31 fellow members down by the riverside.

. One of two river baptisms the church holds
each year, First West

held River Fest on a

mid-August afternoon First West

that resembled a true h el
celebration by the as recorae

Ouachita River. Nearly 158 b ap tisms
600 people were present

to witness the baptisms  tH1S year and
and take part in games,

music, inflatables for they are on

the kids and a catered _
catfish supper. joa to bap

“There was a lot of tize 175 peo-
energy, as people were
super excited to get bap- P le b ef ore the
tized,” said Christopher oz Of 2015.
| Trombatore, student
pastor at First West.
i “We had people from every age range and socio-
B cconomic class. It was just a really neat day for
our church and the people who were baptized.”
For Trombatore, River Fest was extra special.
The last person he baptized was Caleb Adams,
8 a member of the youth group when Trombatore
a8 was student minister at Tom Hebert Road Baptist
#8 Church in Lake Charles. Now an intern for the
student ministry at First West, Adams believed he

See BAPTISMS on 5
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IMB President
David Platt
addressed the
packed crowd
at Spotswood
Baptist Church
of Fredericks-
burg, Va., Aug.
26 in which 42
missionaries
| | were appointed
| inaservice.
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First West photo

Dane Massey baptizes his
daughter, Chloe, during
First West's River Fest in

mid-August. Celebrat-
ing with the Masseys
are First West Fairbanks
Pastor Chad Merrell and
First West Family Pastor
Terry Young.
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First Haughton’s Spinney to be nominated for LBC President

By PHiLiP TIMOTHY
Managing Editor

Gevan Spinney’s name
will be placed in nomination
for the position of president of
the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion during this year’s LBC
Annual Meeting, according to
a press release distributed by
Waylon Bailey, pastor of First
Baptist Covington and former
Louisiana Baptist Convention
president.

Spinney is the senior pas-
tor of First Baptist Church in
Haughton.

Read Acts
and you'll

The LBC Annual Meet- Under his leadership, First
ing is scheduled to meet Nov.  Haughton’s atten-
9-10 at First Baptist Church in  dance has grown
Bossier City. from 300 to 900

According to the release, and the church has
Spinney is “a young man who  recently moved into
loves Jesus and has a passion-  a new $7 million
ate heart for the lost while not  children’s facility

through his stew-
ardship and First
Haughton gives 11

to the Cooperative
Program.

percent of their un-
designated receipts

budget has more than doubled  respected by his home church

that they felt led to call him
as their next pastor when the
position became available a
couple of years later.

“If God so leads, it is
believed that Gevan Spinney
could be used by God to lead

compromising his conserva- and worship center “God’s hand is our Louisiana Baptist Con-

tive theology. He has served that seats 1200. In truly on his life and  vention at this time to new

in almost every imaginable the last two years, ministry,” states the  heights of mission work, CP

position in his association and  the church has release. giving and a unified strong

in the state convention.” baptized 246, an Spinney was spirit which seems to be char-
Since becoming the pastor  average of 123 an- . licensed by the acteristics of his ministry,” the

of First Haughton in 2003, nually. First Baptist Haughton church he currently  press release states.

he has overseen the church’s Addition- Pastor Gevan Spinney  pastors in 1992 Spinney is married to

explosive expansion. ally, the church’s and ordained by Andrea L. Spinney and they

be reminded

that giving

churches turn the
world upside-down. Join us.

take #%@PLEDGE

ThePledgel A.org

First Haughton in 1995. His
ministry involves four years

have three children Jeb (12),
Jake (10) and Jude (4). He is

as a youth pastor at Red River  a graduate of Haughton High
Baptist Church in Benton and ~ School and earned his B.S.

from 1999-2002 he was the
associate pastor and youth
pastor at Rose Park Baptist
Church in Shreveport.

In 2002, Spinney became
the youth pastor at First
Haughton and was so well

Degree from East Texas Bap-
tist University in Marshall,
Texas in 1998. Later, Spinney
earned his M.Div. in 2005 and
his D. Min. in 2015 from New
Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary.

Curt Taipale’s

¢ Microphones

* Proper Cabling Solutions
* Equalization

» Tasteful Use of Effects

* Maximizing Your Console
* Building a Great Mix

CHURCH SOUND BOOT CAMP

September 25th & 26th

University UMC in Lake Charles
3501 Patrick St., Lake Charles, LA 70605

Join Curt Taipale as he shares with you the secrets he has learned
about delivering technical excellence in churches over his 35+ years
of firsthand experience! You will return home understanding not only

how to improve your church’s sound, but why you are taking each step.

Your tech life will never be the same once you know how to properly use:

Hurry, Early Registration
Deadlines are fast approaching!

* Stage Monitors

* Assisted Listening Systems

e System Tuning & Optimization

* Improving Gain-Before-Feedback
* Loudspeakers

Details at www.ChurchSoundBootCamp.com

Questions? Call or email today! 972-747-8084 | curt@taipalemedia.com
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Religjous Freedom

Johnson offers pro-bono legal defense to LSU’s chaplaincy program

By BRIAN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

BATON ROUGE — In
the wake of the Freedom
From Religion

In response, Johnson,

who is a state representative
and member of First Bap-
tist Church in Bossier City,

joined with the Alliance
Defending

Foundation’s claims Freedom to
that the chaplaincy send a legal
program at Louisi- information
ana State University letter to LSU
is unconstitutional, | officials,
Mike Johnson, chief encourag-
counsel of Freedom ing them to
Guard, has offered stand their
to defend the school ground and
pro-bono. — 1 defend the
Officials from LSU Football Chaplain tradition of
FFREF released a Ken Ellis allowing
report on Aug. 17 chaplains to
entitled “Pray To serve their

Play: Christian coaches and
chaplains are converting
football fields into mission
fields.”

In the 25-page report,
which was followed by a
letter sent to LSU and other
schools including several
in the Southeastern Confer-
ence, the organization that
focuses on separation of
church and state said public
universities and their em-
ployees are forbidden from
endorsing, promoting or
favoring religion.

Schools that have re-
ceived legal letters telling
them to get rid of their chap-
laincy are Auburn Univer-
sity, University of Georgia,
University of South Caroli-
na, Mississippi State Univer-
sity, University of Alabama,
University of Tennessee,
Louisiana State University,
University of Missouri,
University of Washington,
Georgia Institute of Technol-
ogy, University of Illinois,
Florida State University,
University of Mississippi,
University of Wisconsin,
and Clemson University.

“Yet, many football
coaches at public universi-
ties bring in chaplains —
often from their own church
or even members of their
own family—to prey on and
pray with students, with no
regard for the rights of those
students or the Constitu-
tion,” the report said. “These
coaches are converting
playing fields into mission
fields and public universi-
ties are doing nothing to halt
this breach of trust. They are
failing their student athletes.
The purpose of this report
is to expose this unconsti-
tutional system, encourage
universities to fix it, and
stimulate further efforts to
protect students’ rights of
conscience.”

sports teams.

Johnson said that no
court has ever said public
universities cannot utilize

- CROSSROADS
~ BAPTIST CHURCH

|
‘

State Representative
Mike Johnson

REVIVAL  DEAF
SEPTEMBER 25-27, 2015

7 p.m. - Friday & Saturday
11a.m. - Sunday

For more information, email cmedaries@gmail.com

chaplains for their teams.
He said that he is ready to
defend LSU if FFRF brings
forth a challenge.

“We are offering to
defend my alma
mater free of charge
if LSU stands by its
tradition of allowing
team chaplains and
receives even a hint
of any legal chal-
lenge as a result,”
Johnson said in a
news release. “Our
student athletes
should not have
to surrender their
fundamental right
to the free exercise
of religion, especially since
so many of them are on the
road frequently, on Sundays
and other designated times

a 7025 HWY 12
GRAYSON, LA 7

for worship, and often work-
ing under stressful condi-
tions. We cherish religious
freedom in this state, and we
surrender it to no one.”
“We’ve been defeating
these radical leftist groups in
the federal courts of Louisi-
ana for almost two decades,
and we’ll do it again this
time if they bring a chal-
lenge,” he continued. “Their

search-and-destroy mission
to take out every remain-
ing symbol of America’s
deep religious heritage will
be stopped in Death Valley.
Mark my words on that.”

Johnson says the fight
to keep chaplains involved
in sports is a battle that no
school, university or com-
munity should give up on so
easily.

Spend Mardi Gras Week 2016 in Israel,

Venice, Rome and Istanbul!!
FEBRUARY 3-15, 2016

Dr. Bob Heustess, pastor of Grace Memorial Baptist
Church, Slidell LA, invites you to join him for this exciting
journey to the Bible lands. You'll be informed, inspired and
spiritually enriched as we walk and worship where Jesus,
His disciples and the apostle Paul did. Dr. Heustess has
been leading tours to the holy land for over 30 years.

The tour package price of $3999 (double occupancy)
includes: round trip flights from New Orleans (other air-
ports are possible). Four star hotels, meals: daily buffet
breakfast and dinner; all excursions detailed in itinerary,
with licensed guides and deluxe air-conditioned vehicles;
entrance fees to all sites visited.
Luggage handling provided at hotels
and airports, with transfers to/from
airports and tips.

For more information, and/or a copy
of the itinerary, contact Dr. Heustess
at (985) 643-6017, (985) 788-1754,
or bob@discovergrace.us.
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Fall Golf Classic _

Sept 28 2015

Oakag Golf CIubILlnks On The Bayou
Alexandria, LA

For more info. visit royomartin.com or contact Amanda at 318-483-3822
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[nsight & Perspecives
Ashley Madison: “It’s a different kind of Katrina”

Editor’s Note: “Life is short. Have
an affair.” That motto of the online
adultery firm calling itself Ashley Madi-
son has supposedly lured in nearly 40
million participants.

The website promises “100 percent
security.” It promises that registrants
who pay the fee “will find someone
within 3 months or we’ll refund your
money.”

Recently, hackers broke past the
security wall and released
the entire list. No one knows
whether all the names are
legitimate.

We are learning that quite a
few well-known political and
religious leaders signed on to
this amazingly bone-headed
come-on.

Many are running for

Those who have been ‘outed’ are
worse sinners than me, [ thought. My
prayers became disturbingly similar to
the boastful confession of the Pharisee
in Luke 18:11 — “God, I thank you that
I am not as other men...”

And I was wrong. So embarrass-
ingly wrong.

IAM AS OTHER MEN. AND SO AREYOU

No one who signed up with the
scandalous Ashley Madison
offer is different in nature from
me.

If that was you, if you were
among that number, please
read on.

“If you, Lord, should mark
iniquities, O Lord, who could
stand?” (Psalm 130:3). A
decade ago, we in the path of

. . JOE MCKEEVER . . .
cover. Others are into denial, Retired Pastor Katrina would cite this verse
some have gone public with Author in answer to those announcing
their confession and repen- New Orleans that hurricanes and floods are

tance, and we have heard
rumors of suicides as a result
of this scandalous list.

As a young minister, I said to a
saintly older woman in the church,
“You are the godliest person I know.”
She said, “Oh, honey, if you just knew.”

I’m the age of Marguerite Briscoe
then. I know now what she knew then.
There is none righteous, no, not one.

We are all fallen creatures redeemed
by the blood of the Lamb and in daily
need of His grace and mercy.

OH NO...

I got caught up in the Ashley Madi-
son scandal and did something really
horrendous for which I need to confess
and apologize:

1 became prideful because my name
is not on that notorious list.

Heaven’s judgments on our
city.

All have sinned. As someone has
said, “Every saint has a past; every sin-
ner has a future.”

It’s been called “The Christian’s
dirty little secret,” that even the best
of us experience the same passions,
problems, and temptations as the rest of
the world.

Christians of all people should know
better than to put people — particularly
one another — on a pedestal of holiness
where they are impervious to tempta-
tion and sin. But we do that.

Friends of mine moved across the
street from the Adrian Rogers family
some years back.

One night, while husband Bob was
standing in front of the living room
window, he called to his wife, “Honey,
come quick! Dr. Rogers is taking his

garbage out to the curb!” Wanda
calmly replied from the other room,
“Well, how did you suppose it got
there?” “I don’t know,” he said. “But I
just never imagined him taking his own
garbage out.”

That’s how it works. Surely the
great preachers and wonderful Bible
teachers among us are removed from
the mundane tasks of daily living the
rest of us struggle with. Certainly, their
thoughts are always pure and their mo-
tives above suspect.

Just so easily do we fool ourselves
and lay a trap for our leaders. We ex-
cuse our foibles while expecting them
to be sinless.

It turns out they are much like the
rest of us. And that is a lesson well
worth learning, no matter who we are
or at what stage of spiritual develop-
ment.

“No temptation has overtaken you
but such as is common to man....” (1
Corinthians 10:13).

After all, “He Himself knows our
frame; He is mindful that we are but
dust” (Psalm 103:14).

The Lord is under no illusion about
any of us. He knows we are made of
humble stuff. When we sin, the only
one surprised is us.

The Ashley Madison mess forces
the Lord’s people once again to reaf-
firm our understanding of human nature
— "It is not in man who walks to direct
His own steps!”— and our commitment
to the gospel of Jesus Christ: “He alone
is Savior.”

On the one hand, the church holds
up holiness in conduct as the standard
for all believers. Meanwhile, the other
hand holds out forgiveness and recon-
ciliation for all who repent and confess.

Some call this “law and grace.”
Nowhere do we see the interplay of the
two better than in Exodus 20 where

God gives Israel His 10 Command-
ments.

Then, in the same chapter, He says,
“An altar of earth you shall make for
me... (to) sacrifice on it.... " (20:24).

On the one hand, His standard is
righteous. And on the other hand, his
forgiveness is always available. What a
wonderful Lord we serve!

Humility and holiness are the twin
headlights of God’s congregations, both
shining into the darkness to keep us in
the road.

Christians who are spiritually mis-
aligned will veer from one to the other,
sometimes enthroning legalism (“Be ye
perfect!”) and at other times approving
what God has forbidden (immorality,
deceit, greed).

PRONE TO WANDER, LORD, | FEELIT...

If your name is not on the Ashley
Madison list . . . and if you have been
kept pure from the sin of adultery . . . or
if you have successfully escaped other
such snares of the flesh . . . then thank
God that His restraining grace has kept
you from falling into that particular pit.

For you know in the deepest re-
cesses of your being that your heart too
is prone to wander.

And if your name is on the list and
you now find your life coming apart at
the seams, then turn to Jesus. Turn to
Him. Fall on Him. Cling to Him with
all that you are. For no pit is so dark
that He cannot see nor so deep that He
cannot reach.

The truth is that whether you are an
adulterer or a moral paradigm, Jesus is
your only hope. To Him do we run, and
in Him do we live. In Christ alone we
stand.

Aided by the wise counsel and
timely suggestions of my pastor and
friend Mike Miller of FBC Kenner.

How to deal with aftermath of Ashley Madison reveal

The Ashley Madison website was
launched in 2001 as a matchmaking
site for married people seeking to have
affairs. The site’s slogan was “Life is
short. Have an affair.”

In July, hackers stole the
personal data of more than 30
million of the site’s users and
released it online in August,
according to media reports.

Stories are being heard
across the globe, as well as
in our state, of families torn
apart, of children who are
afraid of what’s happening
to their parents, and of the
tragedy of suicide.

Ministers have resigned
from their churches.

Others are struggling with the guilt
and shame of hidden sin, hoping that
no one will find them out.

Churches, Christian organizations,
and their leaders are grappling with

DR. KATHY EICHELBERGER
Director
Granberry Counseling
Center, Monroe, La.

how to deal with the aftermath of Ash-
ley Madison with grace and truth.

Christian leaders need to under-
stand the extensive nature of the
damage that can be done by
extramarital affairs to both
families and church congrega-
tions.

It will take months, and in
some cases, even years, for
complete healing to occur.

Many see this issue from
only one perspective: it is a
sin problem. And yes, it is
a sin problem that requires
confession, repentance and
forgiveness.

There also may be circum-
stances in a person’s life that
contribute to him or her being vulner-
able to this kind of sin.

There is often a connection be-
tween a difficult past experience and
a person’s current involvement with

pornography, marital infidelity, and
other addictive behaviors.

This does not excuse the sinful
behavior, but for many, when the un-
derlying emotional problem is healed,
issues like pornography and adultery,
which lie above the surface, can also
be healed.

LifeWay Christian Resources
President Tom Ranier recently stated,
“Christian leaders must lead by ac-
knowledging the scandal of publicized
adultery and addressing it with grace.
But to be grace-filled does not mean
we minimize the sins of adultery, ly-
ing, and betrayal.

“It is incredibly sad and tragic
when Christians on the list have
more to fear and less hope than non-
believers on the list,” he said. “I fear
that some Christians will retreat into a
mode of legalism and judgment when
grace should be pervasive. Now is the
time for the body of Christ to be one
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of grace, healing, and restoration.”
God is a loving, redemptive Heav-
enly Father who wants to bring heal-
ing to the hurt places in our lives.
Galatians 6:1-2 (HCSB) states,
“Brothers, if someone is caught in any
wrongdoing, you who are spiritual
should restore such a person with a
gentle spirit, watching out for your-
selves so you also won 't be tempted.
Carry one another s burdens; in this
way you will fulfill the law of Christ.”
Granberry Counseling Centers
are offering Christian counseling at
NO COST to any Louisiana Southern
Baptist minister or minister’s wife
who has been impacted by the Ashley
Madison situation. We have eleven
counseling centers across the state.
You can find information about
all of our counselors and locations
at www.granberrycounseling.org or
call us at 318.345.8200 or toll free at
877.345.7411.
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Baptisms from page one

had made a decision when he
was younger and was baptized.
However, as a teenager, Adams
realized his true need for Christ
but had not followed through
with believer’s baptism.

Adams told Trombatore he
knew the river baptism event
was approaching and that it
was time for him to participate
in baptism.

“He said he wanted to be
baptized to be obedient,” he
said. “I told him he would give
freedom to those who have that
fear.

“We have people who make
a decision to accept Christ
but years pass before they get
baptized, so he isn’t the first
to do this,” he continued. “To
see someone in leadership over
them take that humble step is a
really cool baptism story.”

Adams said taking that next
step before his entire church
family was very humbling.

“No one expects staff to
need baptism, but after a lot of
praying and conviction I knew
I had to follow through with it
even though [ was saved over
seven years ago,” Adams said.
“I would not have chosen any

T

other way or setting to experi-
ence the baptism. Outside in
the river and surrounded by
friends and family was such

a great time that I will never
forget.”

BECOMING A CHRIST FOLLOWER

Kelly Moravek decided to
take the step of baptism by im-
mersion along with her hus-
band, Christopher, during River
Fest, many years after experi-
encing baptism by sprinkling
as an infant in the Catholic
church.

When the couple discov-
ered First West after a series
of moves to other states, they
connected with a Bible study
group, participated in mission
trips and learned of the impor-
tance of believer’s baptism.

It was then that the Moraveks
decided that getting baptized
by immersion at River Fest
was what the Lord was leading
them to do.

“With our church family
and friends, there, in the midst
of pouring rain, my husband
and [ were baptized, together,
side-by-side, in the Ouachita

River, by several of our pastor
friends,” she said. “Amazing
is always the first word that
comes to mind when asked
what it felt like. I always feel
this warmth throughout my
whole body when I think about
it. We publically professed our
faith and dedication to God in
the presence of many — it is not
something I will ever forget.”

So far this year, First West
has recorded 158 baptisms.
They are on pace to baptize
175 people before the end of
2015.

River Fest provided a time
for both of its campuses in
West Monroe and Fairbanks
to come together and celebrate
another milestone of baptisms
this year, said Dwight Munn,
discipleship pastor at First
West.

“Now that we are one
church in two locations, our
River Fest (river baptism)
serves as a great way to bring
both campuses together in
fellowship and celebration
of those God is adding to our
church family,” Munn said.
“We have jumpers for the kids,
a great catered outside meal,
and a multigenerational gather-
ing that is just wonderful to
watch.”

S e e
e

First West photo

During a First West baptism event in the Ouachita River, 31 people, in-
cluding this young boy, experienced baptisms. Not even a summer show-
er could dampen the spirits of everyone in attendance. Nearly 600 people
were present to witness the baptisms and take part in games, music, in-
flatables for the kids and a catered catfish supper.

THE EVANGELISM

This commentary on the book of Revelation is
OF REVELATION

a must for anyone seeking to teach or
understand the things John had to say.
Itis a great;

e Guide to Old Testament references.
e Study guide for individual study.
e Text book for group or class study.

James is available for conferences, seminars
or group study. Contact him on Face book or
www.evangelismintheword.com. Available at
Barnes and Noble, Amazon and other
bookstores
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You can also contact the Louisiana Baptists Evangelism/Church Growth Office at 800.622.6549 and 318.448.3402
or call the Director of Missions for each conference.
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Janet Huckabee makes a swing
through Central, North Louisiana

BY BRIAN BLACKWELL if everyone in the room had a anything at all and would we
: chance to sit at the table with be able to honestly say we are
Message Staff Writer George Washington, Benjamin ~ doing everything in our power
ALEXANDRIA/PINEV- Franklin and Jesus Christ and to give our children and, yes,
ILLE — The wife our grandchil-
of presidential dren back a
candidate Mike better America
Huckabee visited we grew up,”
Louisiana Aug. said Huckabee,
25-26, sharing a native of Lake
her thoughts Charles. “I think

on the need for
prayer, the condi-
tion of America

I would probably
say we might
not be able to do

and her hus- that.”
band’s bid for the Later, Hucka-
highest elected bee shared the
office in the importance of
Uni;ld %tates. having a team of
e began o 10 ladies pray-

Aug. 26 by visit- Philip Timothy photo ing for heli oz a
ing the Baptist | oyisiana Baptist Convention Executive Director David Hankins offers daily basis. This Philip Timothy photo
Building In up a prayer for Janet Huckabee (center), who attended the building’s team prays for
Alexandria where weekly prayer meeting. She is flanked by LBC President Steve Horn such requests Janet Huckabee, the wife of presidential candidate Mike Huckabee, visit-
she attended the  (left)) and Louisiana College President Rick Brewer (right). as an important ed Louisiana Aug. 25-26. After a whirlwind tour through south Louisiana,
weekly prayer speech, her she made a stop at the Baptist Building in Alexandria for prayer meet-
meeting and spoke to employees.  discuss the state of the country,  husband as he travels on the ing and then traveled across the river to Louisiana College for a speaking

During her message at the what would they say to them. engagement. She made a stop in Natchitoches at Calvary Baptist Church
Baptist Building, Huckabee said “Would you be able to say See HUCKABEE on 12  before finishing her tour at First Bossier City.

CONFERENCE

Encourage « Equip ¢« Exemplify « Empower

SEPTEMBER 13, 2015

LouisianaBaptists.org/E4

FIRST, PINEVILLE 901 MAIN STREET, PINEVILLE, LA 71360

FEATURED SPEAKER FRED LOWERY, PASTOR EMERITUS, FIRST BOSSIER

Contact Bill.LRobertson@LouisianaBaptists.org for more info
or call 800.622.6549 or 318.448.3402
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Georaia Barnette Ofteting

B0 allows Louisiana Baptists to respond to many needs

By BrR1AN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

ALEXANDRIA — The
bad news — Louisi-

disaster relief, Woman’s
Missionary Union scholar-
ships and camps for children
and youth, missions educa-
tion, compassion

ana has seen hun- Ve
dreds of thousands 4
of dollars re-routed
to other parts of the | ¥
country.

The good news
— it’s been going to
help penetrate the
lostness across the
United States.

When Kevin
Ezell became
president of the
North American Mission
Board in 2010, he proposed,
in concert with state conven-
tion leaders, a strategy that
gradually shifted resources
away from Southern states
such as Louisiana that have
a strong membership and fi-
nancial base to states outside
the South that typically do
not have those same resourc-
es needed for ministry.

Louisiana Baptists’
Executive Director David
Hankins assured Ezell that
Louisiana Baptists would
respond positively to take
care of their own.

“I shared with Dr. Ezell
that Louisiana Baptists are
happy to be a part of the
effort to penetrate lostness
in North America,” said
Hankins. “We believe our
country needs to hear the
Gospel.

“I also assured him that
we would step up to the
challenge of fully supporting
missions and ministries in
Louisiana.”

Formerly, many mission
projects and personnel were
jointly supported by the state
and NAMB.

Even though part of the
support has gone away, the
need for the ministries has
not.

Hankins noted that in
order for these much-needed
missions and ministries to
continue, the support for
the Georgia Barnette State
Missions Offering needs to
increase — and he’s confident
the support will come.

“I’m confident God will
stir the hearts of His people
in the churches to ensure
these efforts not only sur-
vive, but thrive,” Hankins
said.

Ministries supported
through the Georgia Bar-
nette Offering include
church planting, emergency
needs for mission churches,

John Hebert

‘ ministries and

outreach efforts
such as ‘Here for
You,” Louisiana
Baptists’ new
multi-media out-
reach strategy for
the churches.

John Hebert,
missions and min-
istry director for
Louisiana Baptists,
echoed Hankins’
comments.

“I believe Louisiana Bap-

tists are some of God’s most
generous people,” Hebert
said. “When we couple that
fact with their awareness of
the lostness of our state, it
gives me great confidence
that our work will go on
stronger than ever in spite of
the change in strategy.”

The annual offering for
state missions and ministries
is named after Georgia Bar-
nette, the WMU executive
director/treasurer in Louisi-
ana.

Every year Louisiana
Baptists collect money for
the Georgia Barnette State
Missions Offering.

Sept. 13-20 has been set

aside as the Week of Prayer
for state missions and min-
istries.

Resources, including vid-
eos, demonstrating the scope
and impact of the Georgia
Barnette Offering have been
mailed to churches across
the state.

Additional resources are
available online at www.
GeorgiaBarnette.org. This
year’s offering goal is $1.8
million.

Hankins believes that the
changing culture could serve
as a catalyst for people to
give.

“Our people see the
stories on television or

via the internet and social
media. They see how court
decisions are reshaping their
communities and they are
concerned.” Hankins con-
tinued. “People ask me on a
regular basis ‘what are we
going to do in light of the
direction of our culture?’ My
response is to increase the
frequency and intensity of
our prayers for our country
and its leaders, and in-
crease support for missions
and ministries which can
counteract the culture. The
Georgia Barnette Offering
allows us to respond to our
culture with the love and the
light of Christ.”

to-the I of

Nesth Presidenst of Soudsiancs Colloge
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Guinn Auditorium Inaugural Events Include:

Thursday, Sept. 17 Chapel, 11 a.m.
Thursday, Sept. 17 Worship Service, 7 p.m.

Michael Joe Harvell, speaker

Friday, Sept. 18 Inauguration Ceremony, 2 p.m.

Dr. Don Wilton,

Pastor, FBC Spartanburg, S.C., speaker
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In wake of fatal shootings, Eastwood Baptist erects blue cross

By BrR1AN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

HAUGHTON - In the
wake of recent fatal shoot-
ings of law enforcement
officers in Louisiana, East-
wood Baptist Church has
erected a cross that lights up
as the color blue.

While the 10-foot tall
cross remains blue, the con-

gregation hopes those who
pass by will notice the bright
colors and be reminded to
pray for and honor those
policemen, sheriff’s deputies
and others serving them in
law enforcement.

“We figured anything we
can do to give recognition
to our fellow officers is the
right thing to do,” said John
Burnes, chairman of the

by
Joyce
Richards
Case

Passages —
Between the Columns

Joyce Richards Case

Joyce loves to share with all age groups,
the wondrous works of Jesus in her [ife.
Joycecase3 O@yaﬁoo. com.

www.joycerichardscase.com or vist

the Prichard Family on Facebook

SECOND
CORINTHIANS

The Church’s Ministry Handbook

{'

leadership team at Eastwood
Baptist Church. “In Louisi-
ana, our fallen officers have
a target on themselves. The
more we can get people to
realize it’s about praying and
doing other things to minis-
ter to policemen rather than
shoot them, the better off we
will be as a society.”

For Burnes, honoring law
enforcement hits close to
home.

His brother has served
as a member of the Bossier
City police department for
26 years and is a member at
Eastwood.

Burnes also has rela-
tives and friends who live in
Sunset, where police offi-
cer Henry Nelson from the
south Louisiana community
lost his life responding to a
disturbance call on the after-
noon of Aug. 26.

When someone on the
leadership team suggested
Wednesday the color of the
cross should be changed to
blue, Burnes answered with
an enthusiastic affirmation.

Oct

Submitted photo

In the wake of recent fatal shootings, a 10-foot blue cross has been erect-
ed at Eastwood Baptist Church to remind people to pray for and honor
those policemen, sheriff's deputies and others serving in law enforce-

ment.

The cross was turned blue at
7:45 p.m.

“Someone in our leader-
ship team meeting asked if
I thought it was a good idea
and I said sure,” Burnes
said. “We had no idea when
we put the cross onto the
front of our sanctuary build-

s o e,

Presenter: Gerald L. Stevens, PhD
Professor of NT & Greek, NOBTS

ing two months ago that we
would have so many officers
who would die in the line

of duty. The response from
people who saw it just in the
short time we’ve had it up is
amazing.”

See BLUE CROSS on 9

2016 JANUARY

BIBLE STUDY PREVIEWS

ober 19 - 22

Register online at LouisianaBaptists.org/JBSPreviews16 or mail registration form and $10.00 to:
Louisiana Baptist Convention, PO. Box 311, Alexandria, LA 713009 - Attention: Jeff Ingram.
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FIRST COUSHATTA HOSTS JIMMY HOUSTON

R

The men’s ministry of First Baptist Church
in Coushatta hosted a family event fea-
turing National Fresh Water Fishing Hall
of Famer Jimmy Houston. At least 450
men, women and children enjoyed a de-
licious meal catered by Shaver’s Catering
out of Shreveport followed by a gospel
presentation given by Houston, a well
known pro angler and television per-
sonality. Several people made salvation
decisions and many rededicated their
lives to the Lord as a result of this event.
Follow up is still being done to reach all
of those who made decisions, according
to Nathan Davis, pastor of FBC Coush-
atta. “God worked in a mighty way and
we look forward to continuing to hear of
His work through this event,” Davis said.

First Coushatta photos

Organizer says God at work in community outreach

ALEXANDRIA — Walter
Layssard, a contractor and a
member of Homewood Baptist
Church in Alexandria, is on fire
for God.

“God is really in my life
right now and He has laid it
upon my heart to touch one mil-
lion lives,” Layssard said. “And
that is my objective.”

A talented songwriter and
singer since the age of 14, Lays-
sard has turned to the ministry
and has put together a commu-
nity outreach — 70 Make Home-
wood Your Home — in which he
is inviting people to come to
church, while also feeding lunch
to the first 200 people, handing
out 100 CDs filled with Chris-
tian songs by Charles Crawford

and two cases of Gideon Bibles.
And it is all free .

He will hold his outreach on
Sept. 12 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
at Quick Print Printing Services,
located at 1125 Texas Avenue in
Alexandria.

“God has opened so many
doors,” Layssard said. “I can’t
say enough about Miss Sharon
[Meranto] not only allowed me
to use her parking lot but also
provided me with the fliers and

invitations I’ve been passing out.

She donated three hours of her
valuable time to make and print
these fliers and invitations.
“People at our local radio
and TV stations have also been
so helpful helping to get the
word out as well. It has been a

blessing to get this much help.”

Layssard said he hopes
other churches will attend this
outreach, which he plans to do
every two months.

“At every turn, God has pro-
vided for this event. It is truly
amazing to watch Him at work,”
said Lassyard. “I just want to
serve God and if this is what He
wants me to do, I am not going
to let this opportunity slip by. I
want to use the rest of my life
serving him.”

Susanne Hughes

To schedule Susanne to
speak at your next event

Blue crOSS from page 8

Mark Mize, a deacon at
Eastwood Baptist Church,
helped install the cross.
Since the cross was designed
to light up for Christmas and
Easter in colors other than
blue, Mize never thought
they would turn the cross to
its current color.

“The police community
is hurting right now,” Mize
said. “We just wanted to
show our law enforcement
family they are not alone in
this battle. We don’t want
them to be overwhelmed
by these series of events.

To turn our cross blue is a
small way to say we support
you, we back you, we pray
for you. The reason we have
it blue is because we are
grieving the loss of a fellow
police officer.”

This is not the first act
of kindness the church has
shown to local law enforce-
ment.

Third, fourth and fifth
grade girls from its Awana
group hosted a banquet for
the Bossier Parish Sheriff’s
Department and area school

patrol in May.

Eastwood Baptist still
had the cross lit up blue on
Sept. 3.

Since the cross has the
ability to be changed to an-
other color, the congregation
will change it to other colors
at various parts of the year.

Louisiana is presently
tied for No. 1 with Texas in
terms of law enforcement
officers killed in the line of
duty in 2015, according to
the website Officer Down
Memorial Page.

Nine officers have al-
ready died in the line of duty
this year in the state.

Baptist Children’s Home
and Family Services

SEEKS DIRECTOR

The lllinois Baptist Children’s Home seeks an
Executive Director to replace retirement of
current director at the end of 2016.

Applications are to be received by January
2016 to fill the position by October 2016.

For details, go to
www.bchfs.com/employment.html

GALLOWAY INSURANCE AGENCY
CHURCH INSURANCE

“Three generations
of Galloways serving
Louisiana Churches”

- ——

"

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com ® 800.256.0700
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Stisanne Flughes
Bible*Teacher and
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by Marty Bee, martybee

Women’s Conference Speaker

Mirror Ministries
337.496.8071

please contact: o tact@susannehughes.org

P.O. Box 4005
Lake Charles, LA 70606

www.susannehughes.org



Georgla Barnette State Mission Offering
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IN THE GEORGIA BARNETTE STATE OFFERING,

h |— EVERY PENNY HELPS
SOMETHING —
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BE IMITATORS OF CHRIST.
EPHESIANS 5:1
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FOR STATE MISSIONS
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STATE GOAL
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H UCka bee from page 6

campaign trail, an upcoming
debate and
spiritual at-
tacks.

“I know
these women
will pray,”
she said.
“And to me
that has to
be one of the
most com-
forting things
in this whole
race that we
are doing.”

Near
the end of
her mes-
sage, Loui-
siana Baptist
Convention
Executive
Director Da-
vid Hankins, Louisiana Baptist
Convention President Steve
Horn and Louisiana College
President Rick Brewer joined
Huckabee on stage for a time of
prayer.

Horn, who last year orga-
nized several prayer meetings
around the state, called it an
honor to hear the wife of a

presidential candidate freely
quote scripture and share her

Joshua Joy Dara, pastor of Zion Hill Church in Pineville, leads a prayer
for Janet Huckabee during her stop at Louisiana College. Also praying
are Mike Evans, pastor of Elwood Baptist in Forest Hill; Philip Robertson,
pastor of Philadelphia Baptist in Deville; LC President Rick Brewer; and
Philip Caples, LC vice president of integration of faith and learning.

dependence on God.

“I was blessed by her
testimony of building a prayer
team around her,” said Horn,
pastor of First Baptist Church
in Lafayette. “Since I have been
actively praying for the Hucka-
bees, [ was especially honored
to meet her and join with others

in praying for her.” Lafayette.

Hankins echoed the thought.

“Her encourage-
ment to follow
God’s direction
even with no
guarantee of the
outcome is a chal-
lenge for all of
us,” Hankins said.
“It was a bless-
ing to hear a little
of her story and
we join with her
group of ‘angels
(prayer partners)’
in praying for her
and Governor
Huckabee as they
follow God’s
leading.”

In addition
to visiting the
Baptist Build-
ing on Aug. 26,

Huckabee made appearances at
a radio station in Alexandria,
at Louisiana College in Pinev-
ille, Calvary Baptist Church in
Natchitoches and First Baptist
Church in Bossier City.

Her schedule the day before
included stops in Denham
Springs, Greenwell Springs and

HOPE*TO

HISHER

Thomas Boyd, pastor of Calvary Baptist Church in Natchitoches, prays
with Janet Huckabee. She spoke at Calvary and other locations through-
out Louisiana during her two days in the state.

Brad Jurkovich, pastor of First Baptist Church in Bossier City, visits with
Janet Huckabee during her final stop in the state during a recent tour.

rrrrs st s
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Please email WMM®@LouisianaBaptists.org or call Women's Missions and Ministry at 1-800-622-6549
or 318-448-3402 for additional information.

October 16-17, 2015

at Tall Timbers Conference Center

Cost: $40
Registration deadline: October 1, 2015
LouisianaBaopfists.org/MWR
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LOUISIANA NOTABLES

ON THE MOVE
B Stephen Jennings is the new associate pastor of music and
worship at Colyell Baptist Church, Livingston.
B Michael Shamblin is the new pastor at Emmanuel, Lake
(harles.
B John Astling is the new pastor at University Baptist Church,
Lake Charles.
B Wayne (wife Michelle) DeSlattes is new as pastor at Kings-
ton Road Baptist Church, Shreveport.
B Jeremy (wife Julie) Shepherd is the new pastor at Pineville
Park Baptist Church, Pineville.
W Jacob (wife Amanda) is new as minister of local ministry
evangelism at Summer Grove Baptist Church, Shreveport.
W Robbie Briggs is new minister of music at New Hope Bap-
tist Church, DeQuincy.
M Tommie Hodge from New Hope, DeQuincy, to Pine Terrace
Baptist Church, Milton, FL.
W Luke Hand is new youth and family pastor at Amite Baptist
(hurch, Denham Springs.
B Bill Stroud is the interim pastor at Caddo Prairie Baptist
Church, Hosston.
W Pat Lofton has been called as the interim pastor at Tillou
Baptist Church, Bastrop.
W Daniel (wife Sarah) Guaglairdo is the new youth minister at
(entral Baptist Church, Springhill.
W Jeffery Triplet (wife Dianna) is the new youth minister at
First Baptist Church, Haynesville.

HOMECOMING

W Vick Baptist Church: Celebrating 100th Homecoming, Sept.
13, 10 a.m. Speakers: former pastors. Music: Bo and Cee Cee
Edwards. Lunch will be served after the service. Pastor: Den-
ton‘Dobie’ Perkins.

B Christ Baptist Church, Houma: 60th Anniversary, Sept. 11,
12, 13. Associational singing will be held on Sept. 11; recall-
ing memories of the past & dessert social on Sept. 12. Church
anniversary celebration, Sept. 13, 10a.m. Speaker: Past Pastor
Marcell McGee followed by dinner on the grounds. Services of
celebration featuring testimonies and memories of what the
church has meant to lives in the community and special music
at 1 p.m. Pastor: Thurman Callais.

B Big Island Baptist Church, Deville: 126th Annual Home-

Ministry evangelism conferences set |

Dr. Charles Roesel, for-

mer pastor of FBC, Lees- A God Thing,” which in- I
burg, Fla., will lead ministry  cludes 101 ideas on ministry
evangelism conferences evangelism. |

Sept. 21-24 at various loca-
tions throughout Louisiana.
Those attending the
conference will learn how to
establish ministry evange-
lism and will receive a copy

Locations and registra-
tion information for the free |
event can be found at https://
louisianabaptists.org/event/ |
ministry-evangelism-work-
shops-shreveport/ |

coming, Sept. 13, 10 am. A potluck lunch will follow the
service. Guest Speaker: Shaun Fontenot. Pastor: David Gatch.
B First Baptist Church, Bienville: 121st Homecoming, Sept.
20, 10 a.m., special music, followed by service, and a catered
meal after the service. Speaker: Charles Middleton, former
pastor. Pastor: Edwin Rasbury.

B Grosse Tete Baptist Church: 75th Anniversary Celebration -
Jesus Christ, Our Comerstone, Sept. 26, 10 a.m. Speaker: How-
ard Turner. A jambalaya lunch will follow the service. Pastor:
Mark Robinson.

B Alto Baptist Church, Alto: Homecoming celebration, Sept.
27,10:30 a.m. Dinner on the grounds will follow after the ser-
vices at noon. Speaker: Kelly Clark. Pastor: Alan Miller.

REVIVAL

B Woodland Baptist Church, Springfield: Revival, Sept. 13-
16. Evangelist: Steve Carrier and Megaforce Ministries. Pastor:
Josh Powell.

B First Baptist Church, Oakdale: Terrific Tuesdays revival
meetings, Sept.15, 22 and 29. Speakers: Mark Tolbert (9/15);
Robbie Rollins (9/22), Herb Dickerson (9/29). Pastor: Michael
Mclntosh.

B New Ramah Baptist Church, Castor: Revival, Sept. 20-
23, Sunday 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. There will be dinner on the
grounds following the 11a.m. service Monday-Wednesday, 7
p.m. Pastor: Carl Griffith.

B New Prospect Baptist Church, Dry Prong: Revival, Sept. 20-
23,10:30 a.m. Speaker: Joe Aulds. Pastor: Trey Lewis

B (rossroads Baptist Church, Farmerville: Revival, Sept. 27-
30, Speaker: Joe Aulds. Pastor: Jeff Breland.

LAGNIAPPE

W Don Johnson is available for pulpit supply or interim in the
Lake Charles area. If interested, call 337.478.4553.

B Tyler Bier, Ross Ferrill and Daniel Rice were ordained as
deacons on Aug. 30 at Mandeville First Baptist Church. Pastor:
Ken Schroeder.

B Trinity Baptist Church, Eunice: Learn about Revelations,
Sept. 12 & Sept. 19, 6 p.m. Speaker: Gordon Scoggins, noted
speaker on prophecy of Revelation. Pastor Alvin Ogea.

B First Baptist Church, Arcadia: Beth Moore Living Proof Si-

r

of Roesel’s latest book “It’s

[
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FOR BOOKING INFORMATION OR TO CONTACT THE QUARTET: !

Call: Dave Parker 337.855.3292 @ Mark Fallon 337.274.0159
E-mail: dtparkerS5@camtel.net @ Website: http://www.masters4.webs.com
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Scripture Crypto
The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse |
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a“t”in this week's issue of the ScriptureCrypto.

Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All |
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

mulcast, Sept. 12. Cost: free. Lunch will be provided. For more
information, call 318.263.8474.

B First Baptist Church, Covington: Living Proof Live Simulcast
with Beth Moore and Travis Cotrell, Sept. 12,9:30 a.m. till 4:15
p.m. in the ROC. Lunch will be on your own from 11:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. Tickets are available online for $10, after Sept. 6 tickets
may be purchased at the door for $15. Limited childcare is
available for preschoolers (two months and up) with reserva-
tion by Sept. 6. Email ddrivon@fbccov.org. For more informa-
tion contact hshorter@fbccov.org or call the church office at
985.892.2149. Pastor: Waylon Bailey.

B First Baptist Church, Houma: Living Proof Live Simulcast
with Beth Moore and Travis Cotrell, Sept. 12, 9:30a.m. - 4:15
p.m. Doors open at 8 a.m. Cost of tickets is $30 through Aug.
31 and $35 after this date. Cost includes simulcast, view
quide, continental breakfast, and lunch. Theme for simulcast
is ‘Audacious. Books by that title will be sold the day of the
simulcast. No child care will be provided. For more informa-
tion or to buy tickets, contact church office at 985.851.2520
or Women's Ministry Director Tina Boguet at tina@fbchouma.
com. Pastor: Steve Folmar.

W Koran Baptist Church, Haughton: Living Proof Live Simul-
cast with Beth Moore and Travis Cotrell, Sept. 12, 8:30 a.m.-
4:15 p.m. Cost: $25 and you can pay at the door and includes
breakfast, lunch and handouts. For more information, call
Donna Garison at 318.455.4508. Pastor: Mike Reichard.

B First Baptist Church, Joneshoro: Jackson Woman's Mission-
ary Union 2nd Annual Crafty Café fundraiser for local missions,
Sept. 12,8 a.m. — 2 p.m. There will be handcrafted items, an-
tiques/collectibles, baked goods, and coffee bard. Breakfast
and lunch options are available. For more information, call
318.623.7873.

B Pine Grove Baptist Church, Castor: The Master’s Four Quar-
tetin concert, Sept. 12, 6:30 p.m. A love offering will be taken.
M First Baptist Church, Head of Island: Gospel singing with
Gloryland, Sept. 12, 6 p.m. A fellowship will follow. For
more information, please call Terry or Sharon Simoneaux at
225.698.6654. Pastor: Rocky Brown.

B First Baptist Church, Minden: Honoring Everyday Heroes,
Sept. 13, 10:45 a.m. The service will honor policemen, fire-
men, wildlife and fisheries agents and paramedics. Pastor:
Leland Crawford.

B Hebron Baptist Church, Denham Springs: Ladies prayer

kysmp ufb dm db ydm yfbv, fbv yp kdcc xyisjeycz
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event, Sept. 14, 7 p.m. Ladies are invited to come and pray
together. For more information, contact Patti Higginbotham
at 225.939.8185 or email her at sxmimb@cox.net. Pastor: Joe
Alain.

W Acadian Baptist Center, Eunice: To Protect and Serve — Se-
nior Adult Luncheon, Sept. 15, 10 a.m. registration, program,
10:30 a.m; lunch, noon. Speaker: Lt. Clay Higgins, spokesman
for St. Landry Parish Sheriff's Office. Music: Benji Richard, First
Baptist Port Barre. There is no cost for this event but a‘love of-
fering'will be taken. Please RSVP (337.457.9047) the number
attending to the ABC office by Friday, Sept. 11.

B The Mark Trammel Quartet, a Southern Baptist group,
and Mark Lanier will be in concert Sept. 17, 6 p.m. at Simms
Wesleyan Church, which is just south of Pollock. A suggested
donation of $10 is requested at the door.

B First Baptist Church, DeRidder: Louisiana Baptist Singing
Ministers in concert, Sept. 17. Supper, 5:30 p.m. Concert, 6:30
p.m. The meal s free but you must make a reservation by Sept.
11. Please call the church office at 337.463.9047 for reserva-
tions or more information. Pastor: Lindsey Burns.

B Acadian Baptist Center, Eunice: ‘See Ya at the Pole’ Rally
foryouth, Sept. 18, 3 p.m. Speaker: Ryan James, Music: David
Knuckles. Cost: $5 per person which includes meal and use of
all recreation facilities — concludes with worship.

B Dry Creek Baptist Encampment: See You at The Pole Rally,
Sept. 19, 5-8:30 p.m. Speaker: Eric Johnson. Worship: | Am
Third. Students fellowship together and plan the following
Wednesday's SYATP prayer event. Cost: Free (a love offering
will be taken). Bring a picnic supper.

B First Baptist Church, DeRidder: Unshakable Faith - Wom-
en’s Ministry Conference, Sept. 19, 9 a.m.- 2 p.m. Speaker:
Beth Greer. Tickets: $20 (includes lunch). Tickets are available
in the church office. Pastor: Lindsey Burns.

B First Baptist Church, Vidalia: Ordination service for Jase
Ellis to the Gospel ministry and Michael Garrett and Tance
Hughes to the deacon ministry, Sept. 20, 6 p.m. Pastor: Bill
McCullin.

B First Baptist Church, Hornbeck: See You At The Pole, Sept.
23,7 a.m. at Hornbeck High School. SYATP Youth Rally, 6-8
p.m. will be held at FBC Hornbeck. Pastor: Jack Bell.

W Hillcrest Baptist Church, Franklinton: See You At The Pole,
Sept. 23, 7 a.m. at Franklinton High School. Pastor: Andrew
Voss.

- - - — — — — 1
By CHERYL VAUGHN
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOLSTERY, 4313
Hwy. 18 East Quitman, Mississippi 39355
Melton & Sandra Davis. 30-plus years experi-
ence, Family-Owned and Operated. Variety
of fabrics available. Work done on-site. ALL
WORK GUARANTEED. Call for estimates:
601.776.6617. If remodeling your sanctuary,
please give us a call about upholstering your
pews!

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in Patterson, LA is
in need of a van. Please contact Mark Nor-
wood at 903.285.8702.

FOR SALE: Christian themed magazine.
Nets $47K part-time. E-Z to learn. Work
from your location. Retiring. $19,900. Call
828.633.2737.

MANGHAM BAPTIST CHURCH in Mangham,
LA is seeking a bi-vocational minister of mu-
sic. Contact Kevin McKay at 318.614.1894.

Call Advertising Director Rhonda Havens
at 318.449.4351 to place your ads.

First Baptist Church of Pitkin, LA s seeking

MINISTER OF MUSIC

Please send résumés to:
First Baptist Church
P 0 Box 340 \
Pitkin LA 70656 ,
or call —
Pastor Jeremy McCrory
at 318.358.3321

SENIOR

PASTOR

Bedico Baptist Church
in Ponchatoula is
seeking a senior pastor.

Please email résumés
to Brother T.C. Painting at
tfpainting@att.net

PASTOR WANTED

Send résumé to:
Bayou Plaquemine Baptist Churc
Attn: Pastor Search Committee
29215 Hwy. 75,
Plaquemine, La., 70764
or e-mail
kenaustinbpbc@gmail.com
or call 225.659.2344

RUBBER STAMPS
SIGNS — BADGES
SEALS — FLAGS
BRONZE PLAQUES

I

Manufacturers of
MARKING DEVICES

SINCE 1867
4315 Bienville St. — New Orleans

504.525.2128

M Bethel Baptist Church in Colfax is seeking a

= Bi-Vocational Music Minister

Résumé can be submitted to:

BethelBaptistColfax@hotmail.com
or mailed to:
Music Minister Search Committee
Bethel Baptist Church
8789 Highway 8 ® Colfax, LA 71417

The Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home
is seeking a full-time social worker for the
. Alexandria area.

The ideal candidate must possess a MSW,
~ have previous child-welfare experience, be an
* active member of a Southern Baptist church,
and be committed to serving God by ministering to children and
families through foster care and adoption services.

Ifinterested, please submit a résumé to beth@lhch.org or
send to Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home, P.0. Box 4196,
Monroe, LA 71211.

SOCIAL WORKERS

SEEKING FULL TIME

Seeking a full-time Pastor at

FELLOWSHIP BAPTIST CHURCH

in Trout, LA

Please send resumes to:

Fellowship Baptist Church

487 Fellowship Road

Trout, LA 71371

Fax to: 318.992.6119

or e-mail to: fellowshipbctrout@yahoo.com

FULL-TIME PASTOR

First Baptist Church'in Hammond is seeking a full time pastor

Please mail'resumes to: First Baptist Church
P.0.Box 609 @ Hammond, LA 70404
or e-mail your resume to sharonwbh2@hotmail.com

Unity Baptist Church in Cotton Valley is

8\ SEEKING

used The Baptist Hymnal song books,
copyright 1991, first printing.

Contact Mike Thibodeaux
at 318.458.0091
or email him at
tiby77@aol.com

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

COORDINATOR (¢

Eastwood Baptist Church in
Haughton, LA is seeking a
coordinator of children’s ministry.

Email résumés to
eastwoodpersonnel@gmail.com
or mail to Eastwood Baptist Church
P.0.Box 786 ® Haughton, LA 71037

HLXSON BROTHERS

FUNERAL HOMES
Ninee PNFT

701 Jackson St. ® Alexandria, LA 71301 ® 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy @ Pineville, LA 71360 ® 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West ® Jena, LA 71342 @ 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. ® Marksville, LA 71351 ® 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

Bi-VOCATIONAL

WORSHIP LEADER

Duson Baptist Church is seeking a
Bi-Vocational worship leader.

Please send résumés to
PO Box 290 @ Duson, LA 70529
for more information call
Pastor Toby Ryder at 337.654.8113 7 % o

BAPTIST MESSAGE CLASSIFIED AD FOrRM
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| |
IBUSINESS/CHURCH LIST DATES TO RUN: |
IADDRESS CLASSIFIED AD RATE: !
I Costis $6 per line (5 words perline); 25 word minimum. |
gty PHONE Advertisement must be accompanied with payment in advance

[JMAIL AD/CHECK TO: Baptist Message @ P.0. Box 311 @ Alexandria, La. 71309

and there are no discounts for classified line ads. |

To place a classified ad , complete this form and fax to 318.445.8328
or mail to Baptist Message Advertising, 1250 MacArthur Drive, P.O. Box 311, Alexandria, LA 71309

For questions, please call Rhonda at 318.449.4351 or email rhonda@baptistmessage.com
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— even since the SBC—that not only did we have
that $21 million shortfall in 2014, but we were
also using global property sales to cover some of
our expenses in 2014 that was to the tune of $18
million.

“So when you add those two numbers together
you realize in total, in 2014, we were spending $39
million more than people were giving to us—and
that was just one year,” he summarized.

Platt offered that IMB had been doing this
“going back to 2010,” and the organization had
covered the overspending by dipping into reserves
as well as by selling global properties, adding “our
organization has spent, combined, $210 million
more than people have given to us.”

IMB spokesperson Wendy Norvelle subse-
quently explained to The Baptist Message that, in
the past, IMB’s budgeting process included use of a
formula that employed a four-year rolling average
of revenues (monies received) to set its budget.

The IMB used the Lottie Moon Christmas Of-
fering goal to set its total budget (i.e. split between
the operating budget and capital budget), and the
four-year rolling average was used to determine
how much of the goal would be applied to planning
the operating budget. Any remainder of the goal
not used to construct the operating budget was used
in creating the capital budget.

Then in 2014 and 2015, the SBC entity changed
its process to include the entire $175 million goal
in putting together just its operating budget.

She also said IMB trustees have approved use
of reserves in the past to cover one-time contingen-
cies such as technology upgrades, or special meet-

ings, and similar emergent needs, but not to pay for
normal operating expenses.

Norvelle subsequently told The Baptist Message
the overspending was not a surprise to IMB leaders
but had been a deliberate process to draw down the
funding that was available in contingency reserves.

EXTRA CASH, BUT MORE EXPENSE

According to data IMB provided, although
it did not reach its goal of $175 million from
2010-2014, it did see an accumulation of more
than $20.5 million during 2011-2014 above what
churches and individuals had contributed in 2010.

Despite these gains, IMB’s hopeful forecast-
ing from 2010-2014 resulted in a net shortfall of
$105,659,443, which contributed to a total of $210
million of overspending since 2010.

Consequently, even selling off global properties
worth almost $197 million, the IMB had to draw
down its operating reserves to less than $213 mil-
lion at the end of 2014 — representing a balance of
only 4 months of budgeted expenses because some
of that amount is restricted (e.g. endowments and
global missionary capital fund).

Year LMC0 Goal Actual Gifts Compared to 2010 Difference from LMCO goal
2010 $175million  $145,662,925 -$29,337,075

2011 $175 million $146,828116  +91,165,191 -$28,171,884
2012 $175million  $149,276,304  +93,613,379 -$25,723,696

2013 $175 million $154,057,852 +98394927 -$20,942,148

2014 $175 million §153,002,39%4 +97,339,469 -$21,997,606
TOTALS  $875million  $748,827,591  +$20,512,966 -$126,172,409

(- $105,659,443 net)
FUTURE ROADMAP

IMB leaders hope to reestablish sound financial

SEPTEMBER 2) - 2%

footing by offering voluntary early retirement with
generous incentives that have not yet been decided,
according to Platt.

Details will be announced to IMB personnel Sept.
10, an IMB press handout stated.

This first phase of regaining stability involves
accelerating attrition that otherwise would have taken
place during the course of the next several years.

The IMB will continue to appoint 300 new mis-
sionaries this year and next year to account for ongo-
ing personnel changes due to retirements, deaths and
other anticipated causes. So the 600-800 reduction in
people will be in addition to these expected turnovers.

The aim is to make it attractive for someone who
is nearing retirement to make the transition several
years early.

If the first offer does not produce enough contrac-
tion in IMB’s rolls by December 2015, the entity’s
next move will be to provide its people another op-
portunity “to voluntarily transition into work outside
of the IMB,” presumably before taking other actions
to reduce personnel.

However, according to the IMB notes, because of
its “tight financial condition” — in six months, on its
current course, the IMB will be forced to use another
month of operating reserves — it will be more difficult
to be as generous in future offers to encourage volun-
tary departures. Thus “VRI will be the best option that
can be offered.”

Reducing its workforce is the first phase of Platt’s
plan to create a roadmap for the future. The second
phase, described as “concluding the reset,” has been
in motion already and entails “consolidating support
services, recalibrating mobilization, assessing global
engagement and re-envisioning training.”

See IMB on 20

LAFAYETTE + BATON ROVGE + SHREVEPORT + FARMERVILLE
MONROE  PINEVILLE + HAMMOND + GRAY - BELLE CHASSE

TNTERESTED IN MORE INFO?

You can also contact the Louisiana Baptists Evangelism/Church Growth Office at 800.622.6549 and 318.448.3402
or call the Director of Missions for each conference.
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Local contractor donates crane,

BY BRIAN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

WOODWORTH — Baptist
roots run deep through Cecil
Gassiott’s blood.

He is a member at Calvary
Baptist Church in Woodworth
and went to Rapides High
School in Lecompte with John
Hebert, missions and ministry
director for Louisiana Bap-
tists.

So when the chance to
donate manpower and use of
his crane for laying trusses
for the Georgia Barnette
Conference Center became
available, Gassiott knew this
was an opportunity too good
to pass up.

“I have been so, so blessed
through the years doing a few
volunteer projects that I try
not to miss one,” said Gas-
siott, a general contractor in
Alexandria. “The end result
winds up being so much more
fruitful than any paying job
can be. Just one ‘anything’
from God can change your
life and your business. Plus,

) |

SOMETHING

BE IMITATORS OF CHRIST.

this job is at home and we’re
working with friends.”

The crane began operating
around 7 a.m. Aug. 24 at Tall
Timbers Conference Center
and Gassiott’s crane finished
on Sept. 3, but not without a
small setback that was quickly
resolved.

Two days into the laying
of trusses, the team on site
discovered the pieces were
slightly taller than what was
needed. But Rogers Manu-
facturing Corporation in West
Monroe, the company that
built the trusses, rebuilt them
in a day — at no extra cost
— and shipped them to Tall
Timbers by the final morning
of the week.

“I am so delighted with
the professional way Rogers
Manufacturing handled this
situation,” said John Hebert,
director of missions and min-
istries for Louisiana Baptists.
“They recognized the mistake
and immediately corrected
it on their own initiative.

See CRANE on 17

ni_'i‘ ;

Jabor for Georgia Barnette Center

Brian Blackwell photo

A giant crane from local contractor Cecil Gassiott, a member of Calvary Baptist Church in Woodworth, lays
trusses for the Georgia Barnette Conference Center at Tall Timbers Conference Center in Woodworth. Gassiott
donated the use of a his crane and a work crew to help volunteers put the trusses in place.

WEEK
PRAYER
FOR STATE

I_ MISSIONS

EPHESIANS 5:1

GEORGIABARNETTE.ORG

SEPTEMBER
13—-20, 2015

STATE GOAIL
$1,800,000
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way they expedited the fix
helped us stay on sched-
ule without any additional

He voiced his gratitude for
Gassiott.

“I appreciate him volun-
teering his crane and men for
as long as it takes to get the
trusses set,” Woods said.

Interested volunteers

to 580 participants.

The center also will fea-
ture a state-of-the-art sound
system and lighting.

The center is named after
Georgia Barnette, the first
elected and paid Woman’s

sionary Union groups, indi-
viduals, missions education
groups, associational groups
and annual meetings of as-
sociations.

Robert Woods, missions
builder strategist for Louisi-

band-wife team from Arkan-
sas and others from Boyce,
Franklinton and Arnaudville.

expense. Missionary ana Baptists, is hoping for a should contact project co-
Our team Union executive  completion date of March, ordinator Bill Temple at
is proud director/treasurer  dependent upon favorable 318.368.5129 or email bj-
of Rogers in Louisiana. weather conditions and temple71241@aol.com.
Manufac- Every year Loui-  enough volunteers to help Meals and lodging are
turing and siana Baptists with the labor. provided.
would give collect the
0113 highest Georgia Barnette c H U R c H I
endorse- issi
endorse: State Missions nsurance
Otfering which from a leader
product and 1| supports missions ;
profe551qnal- ¥ and ministries since / q / 6 Property - Liability
Em-kcgrls throughout the ChurchVan + Workers’Comp
uckabay state.
and Derck Since carly Spengler-Stewart
Moody did 1 2013, Louisiana
not_stop | Baptists’ mis- Qancy |nC
until this — sions and min-
issue was, Brian Blackwell photo istry team led by abot @dew&/
Now .that Robert Woods (left), missions builder strategist for Louisiana Jo_hndHebert h?s
Gassiott’ Baptists, looks over plans with Dan Roberts from First Baptist [2!5¢¢ moncy for
assiott’s Church in Dry Prong the new center, 911 4th Street
company ' making hundreds Alexandria, LA~ GuideOne'
the trusses, in churches, Woman’s Mis- lardoin@spenglerstewart.com

volunteers from various Loui-
siana Baptist churches will
continue working on other
areas of the conference center
until sometime next spring.

With the exception of
Gassiott’s employees and
some professional contractors
who poured the concrete slab
on June 29, volunteers have
provided the labor for the
project.

Those include Kingdom
Builders from Louisiana and
Texas, a group from Calvary
Baptist Church in Alexandria,
two men from Texas, a hus-

Jacob Boles, a member of
Kingdom Builders and First
Baptist Church in Bastrop,
was on hand to assist with the
work on Monday.

“I’m doing it for the
Lord,” Boles said. “Beside,
somebody’s got to do it. It’s
a great avenue of service to
Him.”

When the project is com-
pleted, the 8,400-square-foot
center on the grounds of Tall
Timbers Conference Center
will have six small group
rooms and a large auditorium
that can be configured for up

FREE ANSWERS CONFERENCE

SEPTEMBER 20-21, 2015 V.,
First Baptist Church Gonzales e %

>

S \';x" ﬁ
Gonzales, LA 5“'}@& 7

DANGEROUS IDEAS 5 5
THREATEN [me%‘\\"

OUR FAMILIES %&2%%/

Protect them with biblical answers &\4’»5

answersmgenesis

X"

donation for discount).
_ Special rate advance

Q%P DES) PAR SﬂH FA

Located at the Rapides Fairground, HWY 171 South, Alexandria

Qet.

Friday thru Sunday -
Wrist band offer
for unlimited rides.

(Can bring a food bank

14-18,2015

CARNIVAIRHOURS:

WEDNESDAY 4- Tpime

THURSDAY 3-11 p.m.
Date Night 2 for 1 with ‘Date Night Sticker
(Available at the Fairground)
FRIDAY 2-11:30
SATURDAY
11a.m=1130p.m.

SUNDAY
11a.m:=8p.m.

tickets are available
at Cenla Broadcasting,
1115 Texas Avenue,
Alexandria, LA.

FOR MORE'INFORMATION, CALL

318.767:3968

Visit our website Www.therapidesparishfaiFi¢
forinformation and a printable 2015 Fair Catalog.
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Pioneer missionary doctor Wana Ann Fort dies at 91

By STAFF in Southern Rhodesia (now She and her husband
: Zimbabwe).
Baptist Press At this hospital, Fort and Three have

served or con-
tinue to serve
as missionaries
with the Inter-
national Mis-
sion Board. Two
of the Forts’
sons are medi-
cal doctors.

“Mom lived
out the reality of
her faith,” said
Gordon Fort,
one of Wana
Ann’s sons and
IMB senior am-
bassador. “As
wife, momma,
teacher, doc-
tor, women’s
worker, and
serving mis-
sions support
functions, she
demonstrated
what it means
to live a life

her husband helped launch a
spiritual awakening through
medical missions.

The Forts, appointed as
missionaries in 1952, led
countless patients to Christ.

“We were committed to
being God’s hands of mercy
and healing to souls and bod-
ies,” she once said.

RICHMOND, Va. (BP) —
Missionary doctor Wana Ann
Gibson Fort, 91, died Aug. 31
in Baton Rouge.

Fort and her husband, the
late Milton “Giles” Fort Jr.,
served with the then-called
Foreign Mission Board as
pioneer missionary doctors
at Sanyati Baptist Hospital

Call NOW to book your
2015 revival meetings
with Southern Baptist

Evangelist

David Hanna
318.932.3433
318.286.7520

davidhannaministries.com

“David preaches as if today is the last day for every person to
be alive. Your church just can’t go wrong by using David Hanna

Romans 10:9-10

raised five sons in Zimbabwe.

have been a part of her life’s
journey.”

During
the Forts’
missionary
service in
Africa, the
Shona people
named Fort
“Mai Chirem-
ba,” mean-
ing “Mother
Doctor.” She
led Chief
Whozhele,

| the area lead-

er at Sanyati,

| to faith in

. | Jesus Christ

Photo courtesy of Fort family

Pioneer missionary doctor Wana
Ann Gibson Fort, 91, died Aug. 31
in Baton Rouge, La. Fort and her
husband, the late Milton “Giles”
Fort Jr., served at Sanyati Baptist
Hospital in Southern Rhodesia.

after he was
her patient.
Fort was
one of the
first people
that mission-
ary Tim Cear-
ley met when
he arrived
to serve in
Rhodesia in

Ministries. I highly recommend him for your next revival.”

~~ The late Dr. Roy Fish, Former Director of Evangelism
at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminar

of obedience
to the Master. It has been
our incredible privilege to

Let the Foundation help you plan a gift to
benefit the ministry God lays on your heart.

1-877-523-4636

Louisiana

Baptist

FOUNDATION

P?/) Ul'c hH
ANty
9
To

2, S,
”/&.’ o

www.LBFinfo.org

A Ministry Supported by the Cooperative Program

1976. Cearley
now serves as IMB affinity
group strategy leader for Sub-
Saharan African peoples.

“Her big smile and excite-
ment about young people

joining the [missionary] force,

as well as her love for disci-
pling African people, was an
inspiration to me after [her]
over 25 years on the field,” he
said.

When Cearley and his wife

returned to Africa as career
missionaries in 1983, Wana
Ann and Giles welcomed
them into their home. From
the Forts, the Cearleys learned
a passion for language, cul-
ture and, most importantly, “a
desire for people to come to
know the Lord.” Cearley also
noted that Fort was active in
working with and discipling
women.

“It’s impossible to think
about Wana Ann without
thinking of their home in
Sanyati, where they served
as medical doctors,” he said.
“The sons they raised in that
place have also had a huge
impact on Africa. I’'m thank-
ful for the years of knowing
Wana Ann on the field, and
since her retirement. She’s
had an amazing life.”

Fort served as a pediatri-
cian at Sanyati until 1978.
When the family moved to
Harare (formerly Salisbury),
Zimbabwe, she ministered
in the church and at home.
She also served as mission
financial administrator and as
treasurer.

“When my youngest broth-
er Grady was born with Down
syndrome, it was Mom’s skills
as a pediatrician in caring for
his special needs that allowed
them to stay on the field and
continue their missionary ser-
vice,” Gordon Fort said. “The

See FORT on 19
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28th Annual

MS Pecan Festival

Sept. 25,26 & 27,2015
Richton, Miss.

Admission $10 (Children under 4 free)

4

LOTS OF FUN

« ANTIQUE BOOTHS

« ARTS & CRAFTS

« QUILT SHOW

+ STOCK DOG DEMOS

« LIVE CRAFT DEMOS

« PURTIEST ROOSTER CONTEST
+BANJO & FIDDLING CONTEST
+ SOUTH'S FINEST FOOD

« MULE PULL

« ANTIQUE ENGINE SHOW

« LIVE BLUEGRASS MUSIC

« CHARITY BAKE-OFF

« DRAFT HORSE DEMOS

« VERA'S PECAN PIES

BRING THE WHOLE FAMILY!
Call 601. 964.8222

Visit us at mspecanfestival.com
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fact that Grady is alive today
at 54 and thriving is a tribute
to her medical gifts.”

The Forts retired from
missionary service in Sep-
tember 1988 after nearly 36
years with IMB.

Wana Ann Fort wrote an
autobiography of her years
as a missionary doctor, “A
Thousand Times Yes,” from
New Hope Publishers.

“Way more than once we
were asked, ‘Do you really
like living in Africa?”” she
said in the book. “I did not
have to think about my an-
swer. It was always a thou-
sand times, ‘Yes!””

About her call to mis-
sions to this remote area, Fort
wrote, “I came to the place
in prayer that I could tell the
Lord this was impossible for
me to do, but I would commit
my way to Him, trusting in
Him to bring it all to pass for
His honor. How marvelous
it is that God knows the best
way for His children!”

Fort was born June 21,
1924, in Harrisonburg, La.,
and was the oldest of seven

girls.

She accepted Jesus Christ
as her Savior at age 12.

Throughout her child-
hood, she was involved in
Woman’s Missionary Union
(WMU) educational pro-
grams, where she developed
a love for international mis-
sions.

Fort attended Louisiana
Tech University during World
War II; in fact, during her
first semester, Pearl Harbor
was bombed in December
1941.

While attending a Baptist
Student Union conference at
Ridgecrest, a LifeWay Con-
ference Center in North Caro-
lina, Fort dedicated her life to
world missions and planned
to be a missionary doctor.

During her college years,
she met her husband, Giles,
of Fort Worth, Texas. He
graduated from Texas A&M
University and planned to
attend medical college.

After completing service
in the Navy, he also intended
to become a missionary doc-
tor. Wana Ann Fort graduated

from Louisiana Tech in the
fall of 1944, summa cum
laude.

Giles and Wana Ann were
married on June 14, 1946,
in Harrisonburg, and both
attended Baylor College of
Medicine.

Wana Ann Fort gradu-
ated with honors from Baylor
College of Medicine in 1949,
one of three women in a class
of 62 graduates. She worked
as a doctor in pediatrics at
Jefferson Davis Hospital in
Houston, Texas.

Fort was a lifelong mem-
ber of WMU, and a member
of Parkview Baptist Church
in Baton Rouge.

Her survivors include five
sons: Giles Fort III, M.D., of
Louisiana, David Fort, M.D.,
West Africa, Gordon Fort,
Virginia, Gregg Fort, Zimba-
bwe, and Grady Fort, Loui-
siana; four daughters-in-law;
14 grandchildren; 11 great-
grandchildren; four sisters
and two brothers-in-law: Jane
Noonan, of Florida, Polly and
Don Hamilton, Oklahoma,
Evelyn and Wayne McDon-

National CP YTD 1.13% over projection

NASHVILLE (BP) -
Year-to-date contributions
to Southern Baptist national
and international missions
and ministries received by the
SBC Executive Committee are
$174,276,734.99, or 1.13 per-
cent above the year-to-date bud-
geted goal, and are 1.42 percent
ahead of contributions received
during the same time frame last
year, a news release from SBC
Executive Committee President
Frank S. Page reported.

The total includes receipts
from state conventions and fel-
lowships, churches and individ-
uals for distribution, according
to the 2014-15 SBC Coopera-

tive Program Allocation Budget.

As of August 31, gifts
received by the Executive Com-
mittee for distribution through
the Cooperative Program Allo-
cation Budget represent 101.13
percent of the $172,333,333.33
year-to-date budgeted amount

to support Southern Baptist
ministries globally and across
North America. The total is
$2,434,843.37 more than the
$171,841,891.62 received
through the end of August 2014.
Designated year-to-date giv-
ing of $191,161,942.22 is 0.40
percent, or $752,910.23, above
the $190,409,031.99 received
at this point last year. This
total includes only those gifts
received and distributed by the
EC through close of business
on Aug. 31 and does not reflect

designated gifts contributed
directly to SBC entities. Desig-
nated contributions include the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering
for International Missions, the
Annie Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing for North American Mis-
sions, Southern Baptist Global
Hunger Relief and other special
gifts.

August CP allocation
receipts for SBC work totaled
$15,417,216.61. Designated
gifts received during August
amounted to $5,551,127.74.

FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER
FARM /LAWN & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

PETRUS

FEED & SEED STORES
Hwy 1 North, Alexandria

Sam Moore, Evangelistic Ministries

479-381-1170, sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist. He has the gift
of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available
for revivals, crusades, Harvest Days and witness training.

Now scheduling for 2016.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

%Mulbewy
BAPTIST CHURCH

We're looking for a full time
ASSOCIATE PASTOR for
YOUTH & ADMINISTRATION
in friendly Bayou Country, Houma, LA
Contact Dr. Jim Meek
at 985.876.3204
or jim.meek@mulberrychurch.org

IMB photo

At Sanyati Baptist Hospital, Dr. Wana Ann Fort and her husband
helped launch a spiritual awakening through medical missions.
During Fort’s missionary service in Africa, the Shona people
named her “Mai Chiremba,” meaning “Mother Doctor.”

ald, South Carolina, and Rose
Ellzey, Louisiana; and nieces
and nephews.

Nearly 250 cumulative
years of missionary service
are represented in the Fort

family.

The family requests that
contributions be made to
the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering through a Southern
Baptist church or online.
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Cookbooks:

Simply enter your recipes
d design your book!

For a FREE guide:

'% www.gandrpublishing.com
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TRAINING /ﬁ Loreart

FOLLOWERS C)Z‘aa’ iy

COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE ON-LINE

- Accelerated Competency -
Based Degrees

\

— Tuition Only 3110 -

- 40 years
in Distance

- Outstanding Curriculum -
Noon car?)us time required

- Programa"s Disponibles -
en Espaiiol

- Open Enroliment -
Start Anytime

<= LouIsiaNA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

LBU

LOUISIANA BAPTIST
'UNIVERSITY & SEMINARY
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Federal judge jails defiant Kentucky clerk for contempt

ASHLAND, Ky. — A defiant county
clerk who refused to issue marriage
licenses to same-sex couples is now in the

custody of federal marshals.

During an appearance in court Sept. 3,
a federal judge ordered Kim Davis to serve
jail time for contempt of court for refus-
ing to obey the ruling of the U.S. Supreme
Court. Davis, who has served in the county
clerk office for 27 years, denied issuing
marriage licenses to same-sex couples

IMB from page 15

even after the Supreme Court ruled in June
they were legal in all 50 states.

Davis has objected to issuing the
licenses based on her Christian beliefs that
she believes violates God’s authority.

In a statement issued earlier this week,

Davis said, “I never imagined a day like
this would come, where I would be asked
to violate a central teaching of Scripture
and of Jesus Himself regarding marriage.
To issue a marriage license which con-

decision.”

flicts with God’s definition of marriage,
with my name affixed to the certificate,

would violate my conscience. It is not a
light issue for me. It is a Heaven or Hell

According to the Associated Press, an

even if fined. A deputy escorted Davis out
of the courtroom.

Among those in support of Davis is
presidential candidate and former Arkan-
sas Baptist pastor Mike Huckabee.

Shortly after the judge’s ruling, Huck-
abee stated on Twitter that “Kim Davis in

emotional Davis testified for 20 minutes,
describing how she became a Christian.

The judge said his only alternative was
to place Davis in jail because he believed
she would not comply with his orders

federal custody removes all doubts about
the criminalization of Christianity in this
country. We must defend #ReligiousLib-
erty!”

BOTTOM LINE

Platt stressed two key points
in making his presentation via
telephone, and both emphases
expressed his concern about the
impact of the IMB’s actions on
people.

First, he said the budgeting
change was not a reflection on
past IMB leaders.

“So, I want to be clear in
describing all of this, and, I
want to ask you all to be clear
in communicating all this that
my aim is in no way to question
decisions by previous leader-
ship across the IMB during
these years,” Platt told the press

NEW General Manager
Weston Nichols
Former S. Baptist Pastor

Alumni of Southwestern
Theological Seminary

during the conference call. “As
I mentioned, previous leaders
put in place a plan to slowly
reduce our number of mission-
aries through normal attrition,
through reduced new mission-
ary appointments, while using
reserves and global property
sales that we’ve had to keep as
many missionaries as possible
on the field.”

“What we’ve come to now
is the realization that that plan
is no longer viable in light of
current realities,” Platt said.
“So, IMB can’t continue to
overspend as we have. We don’t
have the reserves or global
property sales to be able to do

Louisiana Ghurch Bus Buyers!

= There’s some good news for you at

NEW Waco, TX Facility - Sales, Service, Parts

$1,000 credit toward new bus purchase for first
250 on-site visitors. Come see us!

that.”

Secondly, he said the volun-
tary departures were difficult for
him to announce, because of the
family relationship that exists
among IMB personnel.

“These are brothers and
sisters who have spent and are
spending their lives in various
capacities to spread the Gospel
among those who’ve never
heard it,” he said. “And I see
them. [ want to support, serve
them, every way I can — we can
— for the spread of the Gospel
through them.”

“Not only that I want to
see multitudes more of people
spreading the Gospel alongside

S g oy

NEW Louisiana Sales Manager

Rick Cassels

Former S. Baptist Pastor & Speaker

NEW 7 Year /70,000 Mile Warranty on All
New Church Buses at No Additional Cost!

That means worry-free maintenance year after year!

them in the future,” he contin-
ued. “But, these numbers repre-
sent a reality that I can’t ignore
personally and we can’t ignore
organizationally.”

But, Platt said “for the sake

"4
Shreyeport,

of short term financial respon-
sibility and long term organi-
zational stability” the reduction
in personnel combined with the
implementation of a new bud-
geting discipline was essential.

p Committed to the Church! - 9 love fo tell the Sfory.’
Price Harris ( g Y

Revival Music @ Concerts ® Senior Adult Events

AVAILABLE OPEN DATES:

October 11, November 22, 29

Call me in December for a Mission Concert

\

or Senior Adult Fellowship!

7 \‘ (I'd love to come for a revival in 2016!)
\"_Ipriceharris.com @ 318.347.4370/318.347.0046 ® pheal @ aol.com

"\ Member of Louisiana Conference of Southern Baptist Evangelist and the Conference of SoutherniBaptist|Evangelists

Now America’s #1
Church Bus Dealer is
right next door!

(¢ p.zrd'.zr
BUS SALES

www.carpenterbus.com - 254-799-3000
6400 Old Dallas Rd, EIm Mott, TX 76640
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