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LABORERS FOR HARVEST
Louisiana Baptists invited
to join evangelistic initiative

By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

OAK GROVE – For most
of her life, Stacy Miller has
struggled with life’s setbacks.
Now a single mother with
two boys – one who is autistic
– Miller said she just did not
feel like she ever “fit in” when
she stepped inside a church
building.
That is until Oct. 6, when
she visited Unity Baptist
Church in Oak Grove, let
go of her past and accepted
Christ as King.
Three days later, Miller
and her 12-year-old autistic
son were baptized.
“My life has changed, as I
feel loved and more at peace,”
Miller said. “I found God’s
love is even greater than I
could have imagined. I am
very blessed to be a part of
Unity Baptist Church, where
we take the church out of the
sanctuary.”
Miller’s story is echoed
by many of the members of
Unity Baptist Church.
See UNITY on 2
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By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

ALEXANDRIA – Holding a pair of work
gloves like the hundreds that were distributed during his presentation, Keith Manuel
invited messengers
to the Louisiana
“ Let’s go to work
Baptist Convenand envision a Loution 2016 Annual
Meeting to comisiana where evmit to a God-sized ery home receives
vision – evangelize
prayer and every
the entire state of
person receives a
Louisiana during
2017-2018.
Gospel witness ...”
Reaching 4.7
Keith Manuel
million people
LBC Evangelism Associate
with the Gospel in
a two-year period
may seem daunting, said Manuel, LBC evangelism associate, but it is within the realm of possibility
through the Harvest initiative, a statewide
campaign to engage 700 Louisiana Baptist
churches to “pray for every home and share
Christ with every person” in Louisiana.
“This task is hard,” Manuel said during
Brian Blackwell photo
the opening session, Monday, Nov. 14, at
Keith Manuel, evangelism associate for Louisiana Baptists, holds a pair of work gloves for mes- Calvary Baptist Church in Alexandria. “It
sengers as an illustration “to lift up your eyes and look at the fields for they are white unto har- will take work.
vest.” Manuel invited messengers to commit to the Harvest Initiative - a two-year period of engaging the state with the Gospel.

See HARVEST on 5

YEC: Hundreds respond to ‘Make a difference now!’
By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

LAFAYETTE – As the child
of two deaf parents, essentially
serving as their interpreter to
the hearing world, Ed Newton
spent his middle school years
searching for something to
satisfy his soul – from premarital sex to attempted grand theft
auto.
TRANSFORMED
Then in in high school, he
encountered Christ.
See YEC on 12

Brian Blackwell photo

More than 5,700 students attended this year’s annual Youth Evangelism Conference in the Lafayette Cajundome. Of those
in attendance, 742 students made some type of spiritual decision including 136 professions of faith, 347 accepting a
call to ministry, and 210 recommitting their lives to Jesus. Speaker Ed Newton delivered the message while music was
provided by the Museum of Atlanta, Ga., and Pineville-based Kellie and Kristen. Paul May of Springfield, Mo., performed
drama and comedy, and the YEC concluded with a time of music led by the Newsboys.
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Unity from page one
Located in northeast Louisiana, the church has grown
from 35 members attending
Sunday morning worship in
2010 to 180 who show up
on an average Sunday now.
In order to accommodate the
growth the church built a
6,000-sq.-ft. worship center
that seats 250 – a capacity it
has surpassed a few times.
The growth has been fueled by the nearly 200 baptisms that have taken place in
a four-year period, including
81 this year alone.
On most Sundays, at least
one new believer makes a
public profession of faith by
word and by submerging in
the baptismal waters.
Pastor Kelly Coleman attributes the numerical increase
to his congregation’s growing
spiritual presence in the community, touching lives through
a prison ministry, men’s and
women’s small groups and
Celebrate Recovery.

“It’s a matter of the
outreach and relationships,”
Coleman said. “If there is a
festival or event, somebody
with a Unity Baptist Church
t-shirt is passing out ﬂiers or
just offering a word of encouragement. We are being visible
and welcoming to people.
“The biggest thing is our
people doing the work of the
church outside the church,”
he continued. “It’s a matter
of boldness when someone
asks how you are doing and
responding that ‘I’m doing
great, thank you Jesus.’ Being
hospitable like that opens a
door for conversation to invite
them to church and share
Jesus.”
Coleman has served
as pastor of Unity Baptist
Church since July 1, 2011,
only about four months after
he stepped foot in the church
as a ﬁrst-time guest, joining
11 other people who gathered
for the worship service.

Two months later, the
pastor resigned and Coleman
was asked to ﬁll the pulpit
“until a search committee
was formed.” But, before that
representative body could
form the congregation called
Coleman to be its full-time
pastor.
Though his ﬁrst pastorate
has been challenging at times,
Coleman said God’s call to
serve at Unity Baptist Church
has been one of the greatest
blessings he has received.
“The mission statement
we have adopted since coming here emphasizes ‘taking the sanctuary out of the
church,’” he said. “Our job is
to visit the sick, hungry and
those in prison, trusting God
will honor us for reaching
broken people. He has called
every person in the church to
be a disciple, to be his hands
and feet.”
Coleman is a bi-vocational
pastor and serves as vice
president and branch manager
of Guaranty Bank and Trust
in Oak Grove. He also is a
member of the West Carroll
Parish School Board.
With all his responsibilities, his day begins at 6 a.m.
and ends around 9:30 p.m.
Typically, he completes
his bank duties at 5 p.m. and
spends most nights with his
church members or responding to phone calls from someone in need of Christ’s love.
Though balancing his role
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Kelly Coleman (left) baptizes Mason and Stacy Miller during a recent service at Unity Baptist Church in Oak Grove.

as banker and pastor has its
challenges, Coleman said he
would not have it any other
way.
“It’s cumbersome,” Coleman said. “But I am recharged
when I see people surrendered
to Christ. I stay prayed up.
I’m doing the work of the
church every day and every-

where I go. Thankfully, I am
able to manage that.”
Coleman credits his ability
to manage his various roles to
his wife, Tralynn, who also is
secretary of the church.
“When the Lord called me
to ministry, he called me and
my wife,” he said. “She is my
right hand.
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Pitman relies on ‘openness’ to spread the love of Jesus
By Brian Blackwell
Message Staff Writer

LAS VEGAS – Vance
Pitman says he may be pastor
of Hope Church in Las Vegas,
Nevada, but at times he feels
like he is pastoring “First
Century Church” in Jerusalem, Holy Land.
Founding pastor of Hope
Church, planted in September
2001, Pitman told the Baptist
Message he is amazed each
day he wakes and ministers in
the city alternately known as
the “City of Lights” and “Sin
City.”
His congregation, which
averages 3,000 during Sunday
worship services, is putting
forth its best effort to share
the love of Christ, he said.
But even with that number of members ministering
within their neighborhoods,
work places and various
recreational settings, the task
is monumental in a metropolitan population of 2 million in
which only one in 10 residents professes Christ as Lord

and Savior.
“Everybody who steps
inside our church is genuinely
in love with Jesus or asking
if Jesus is what they need,”
Pitman said. “There is no
cultural Christianity. It is very
authentic and real. It’s intoxicating in our ministry because
it’s so real.
“There’s real transparency and honesty,” he said.
“That’s really the church in
Las Vegas.”
Such openness has been
characteristic of his congregation, since he and a few families started Hope Church as a
church plant by First Baptist
Church, Woodstock, Ga.
Those 18 people met in
Pitman’s living room for Bible study, but they also were
ever-present in the community
-- prayer walking, conducting
surveys and distributing the
Gospel of John.
While the church grew,
Pitman continued to emphasize the need for Hope Church
to understand God was doing
something bigger than one
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Vance Pitman, pastor of Hope Church, Las Vegas, Nev., will be a featured
speaker for the 2017 Louisiana Baptist Evangelism Conference, Jan. 2324, at Temple Baptist Church in Ruston.

church. As a result his congregation has planted 34 new
churches since 2001, and
baptized 300 converts, just in
2016.
“Everywhere you turn
around in Las Vegas, you run
into a lost person,” Pitman
said. “We have taught our
people to live on mission.

Our people are constantly
talking about Jesus and are
sharing the Gospel. We do
everything we can to engage
the city.”
Ordained to the Gospel
ministry in 1994 by First
Baptist Church, Muscle
Shoals, Ala., Pitman believes
a great awakening is possible
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in the West.
He envisions a great
church planting movement
in that region with hundreds
more churches established
during the next 20 years, and
is confident God is about to
move in a dramatic way there.
“We’re trying to start
churches and figure out how
to stay ahead of the curve,”
Pitman said. “We try to stay
really sensitive to the leadership of the Holy Spirit and
realize it’s His movement, not
ours.
“You trust the Holy Spirit
of God when He is doing
something and that He is big
enough to control His own
movement. If God will continue to send people, we will
continue to train leaders.”
Pitman is slated as a featured speaker at the Louisiana Baptist 2017 Evangelism Conference, scheduled
Jan. 23-24 at Temple Baptist Church, Ruston.
For more information,
visit https://louisianabaptists.org/event/ECON2017.
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Evangelical voters rebuff #Never Trump leaders
By Will Hall
Message Editor

ALEXANDRIA – In a
stunning repudiation of a
corps of anti-Trump evangelical leaders, evangelical
voters overwhelmingly supported Donald Trump in the
2016 presidential election,
with 81 percent of white
evangelicals voting for him
and only 16 percent pulling
the lever for Hillary Clinton, the first female presidential candidate of a major
U.S. political party.
But Trump also won 58
percent of all Protestant
voters and 52 percent of all
Catholics.
Even conservative
women backed Trump, with
78 percent voting for him
and only 18 percent backing
Clinton.
Now, a recently released
study by the Family Research Council, a Christian

public policy ministry based
in Washington, D.C., indicates the abortion issue and
concern about the political
leanings of the courts were
key factors in why evangelicals voted for Trump,
thus rejecting #NeverTrump
evangelical leaders.
OUT OF TOUCH
Leading up to Nov. 8, the
mainstream media had used
the #NeverTrump effort by
a segment of the religious
establishment to suggest
it revealed a deep division
among the evangelical faithful.
The New York Times ran
a headline Oct. 17, only
three weeks out from the
election, claiming “Donald
Trump Reveals Evangelical Rifts That Could Shape
Politics For Years.”
In this article, the flagship of the mainstream

WHERE WILL
YOUR CALLING
TAKE YOU?

LEARN MORE

Despite a corps of anti-Trump evangelical leaders, evangelical voters overwhelmingly supported Donald
Trump in the 2016 presidential election, with 81 percent of white evangelicals voting for him and only 16 percent pulling the lever for Hillary Clinton, the first female presidential candidate of a major U.S. political party.

media claimed Trump was
underperforming among
evangelicals, garnering as
little as 65 percent of their
vote.
Even LifeWay Research,
a division of the Southern
Baptist Convention’s LifeWay Christian Resources,
ran a much discussed study,
Oct. 14, with the headline,
“2016 Election Exposes
Evangelical Divides,”
claiming only 45 percent of
“Americans with Evangelical Beliefs” would vote for
Trump and that 31 percent
were throwing their support
behind Clinton.
Christianity Today,
which denounced Trump in
a separate harsh editorial,
used the LifeWay survey to
claim in its headline, “Most
Evangelicals Are Not Voting
Trump.”
But, historical data
shows Trump’s support by
81 percent of white evangelicals was higher than
the support of this voting
bloc for past presidential
candidates Mitt Romney
(78 percent) and John McCain (74 percent), and even
bested George W. Bush’s
favorability with this group
(64 percent, 2000, and 78

percent, 2004) – and Bush
won both his elections.
Importantly, the projected 131 million votes cast in
2016 (using CNN projections) will top the nearly
129 million ballots counted
in 2008 (as certified by the
U.S. Electoral College)
when President Obama became the first Black president in U.S. history.
With evangelicals composing 26 percent of the
voters then and now, this
also means more evangelicals voted in 2016 than ever
before.
ON THE MARK
The FRC commissioned
survey, conducted by Wilson Perkins Allen Opinion Research, found that
nearly 6 in 10 Trump voters
(59 percent) said the fact
that the Republican Party
platform “includes strong
positions on unborn human
life and religious liberty”
caused them to cast their
ballots for him.
Interestingly, about
three-fourths of Trump’s
supporters (72 percent)
said they believed marriage
should be defined as be-

nobts.edu
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tween a man and a woman,
and, two-thirds of all voters
said the government should
let people who hold this belief to be free to express it
in how “they live their daily
lives and in the way they
run their businesses.”
There also was majority
support (53 percent to 37
percent) among all voters
for removing restrictions on
free speech from the pulpit, allowing churches and
nonprofits “to speak freely
on all issues, including on
behalf or in opposition to
any candidate for public
office.”
Louisiana native and
FRC President Tony Perkins, summed up the survey’s results, saying it was
the Republican Party’s
platform “that brokered the
deal between Trump and
Christian conservatives”
and that the deal was sealed
in the final debate “when
Trump vividly described a
partial-birth abortion and
pledged to appoint pro-life
justices.”
“The Republican Party
platform played a key
role in bringing Christian
conservatives and Trump
together,” he concluded.
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Louisiana Baptists reject sudden CP hike for SBC; OK ERLC study
By Will Hall
Message Editor

ALEXANDRIA – During a uniﬁed annual meeting highlighting a statewide
soul-winning emphasis for
2017-2018, Louisiana Baptists
overwhelmingly approved a
motion for the Executive Board
to consider conducting a study
of “recent actions” by the Ethics
and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist
Convention, and in like manner

defeated a motion for a 2018
move toward a 50/50 Cooperative Program split with the
Southern Baptist Convention.
Approximately 600 messengers registered for the Nov.
14-15 event which was held
at Calvary Baptist Church in
Alexandria.
CP DEBATE
Kyle Sullivan, associate
pastor of Woodlawn Baptist
Church, Baton Rouge, intro-

Harvest from page one
“Let these gloves serve as
a reminder, to lift up your eyes
and look at the ﬁelds for they
are white unto harvest.
“Let’s go to work and envision a Louisiana where every
home receives prayer and every
person receives a Gospel witness and if the Lord is willing,
may we see the greatest harvest
of souls, who grow into the
greatest group of reproducing
disciples Louisiana has ever
seen.”
Manuel also gave an overview of what he said could be
the largest joint evangelistic
effort ever in Louisiana.
After spending 2016 to plan
and enlist leaders and churches
and using 2017 to conduct statewide evangelism training and
pilot different methods, Louisiana Baptists will join together
across the state in 2018 in prayer
events and intentional soul-winning activities, Manuel said. The
cooperative effort will include a
diversity of approaches such as
multi-church crusades, one-onone evangelism, single-church
revivals and other harvest events
which take advantage of compassion ministries to share about
the love of Christ.
The ﬁrst major kickoff
event, he said, will take place
during the 2017 Louisiana

Baptist Evangelism Conference
at Temple Baptist Church in
Ruston with an outreach event
effort targeting teens and college
students.
Scheduled during the ﬁrst
session of the Jan. 23-24 gathering, the kickoff will feature a
Gospel presentation by Ed Newton, pastor of Community Bible
Church in San Antonio, Texas.
Prior to his message, students
will gather inside the church
family life center for a pizza
party and entertainment.
Organizers are encouraging
churches around the state to host
simultaneous similar events –
including the showing of the
live Internet broadcast of Newton’s message — to broaden the
geographic reach of this initial
event.
But, Louisiana Baptist missions strategists are using the
Youth Evangelism Conference,
Nov. 20-21 in Lafayette as a
springboard event, providing
training to show students how to
share the Gospel, and distribution of New Testaments as part
of a number of preparatory actions to give out 30,000 Bibles
before Christmas.
Manuel said the Evangelism
Conference will offer a much
more expanded opportunity to
be trained about sharing the

duced the proposed CP measure
Monday evening during the
opening session of the annual
meeting, and the debate on the
motion was conducted during
the morning session, Tuesday.
The motion called for a
“50/50 split of the Cooperative
Program giving” in the 2018
budget, citing the “vast lostness
of the nations” compared to
the lostness in Louisiana, and
claiming the “primacy” of making disciples of “the nations”
supersedes the needs of reach-

ing the lost in the state.
The motion also listed the
SBC’s multiple afﬁrmations of
the “idea” of a 50/50 CP split,
over the years, and highlighted
that the LBC’s 2006 Cooperative Program Advance Plan for
giving more to national causes
had added only 1.24 percentage
points to the SBC side of the CP
split.

Gospel and how to plan different community soul-winning
approaches. Pastors are encouraged to bring their members to
attend different sessions, and
directors of missions are being
asked to create and adopt a strategy to best share the Gospel.
“Harvest, created in the
hearts of Louisiana Baptist
pastors, staff, and DOMs, is a
movement already being used
by God,” Manuel said. “As
an association or church you
will work together to pray for
every home in your area and
decide whether to use crusades,
revivals, or special evangelistic
events to share the Gospel with
your neighbors, your family, and
your friends.”
Joining Manuel on the
platform during the session were
two pastors and a director of
missions.
“Every campus and congregation regardless of its size
can adopt and implement the
focus of Harvest Initiatives,”
said Dennis Watson, pastor of
Celebration Church, New Orleams. “We can all be involved
in praying for every home and
every community, training our
people in personal evangelism,

strengthening our small groups,
carrying out evangelistic events
and following up with those
who pray to receive Jesus
as their Savior. I believe the
Harvest Initiative will help us
and many churches in the state
to keep evangelism strategies
simple but strong, so that we can
do an even better job in the future of reaching people with the
message and ministry of Jesus.
Mike Mitchell, who pastors a
rural congregation, First Baptist
Newellton, compared farming
to the Harvest Initiative. He said
before reaping a great harvest,
the ﬁelds must be prepared and
planted.
“You don’t go out and plant
cotton if you don’t have a plan
on how to pick it,” Mitchell

Speaking For
-- Sullivan was recognized
to speak for the motion, and for

his part he repeated the content
of the motion.
-- Stan Wyatt, messenger
and pastor of College Place
Baptist Church, Monroe, raised
issues that only “37 percent” of
the Georgia Barnette Mission
Offering had been distributed
when he checked, suggesting
this kind of “excess” (a misunderstanding corrected later in
the discussion) showed an opportunity to give more to SBC
See REJECT on 6

said. “Farming is a balancing act
of hard work, patience and faith.
“The Harvest Initiative is a
plan for harvesting souls,” he
said. “We need to get serious
about giving our people the
tools they need to do evangelism
themselves. It sounds ambitious
that we’ll share the word of God
with every person in the state.
It’s about time we get ambitious
about the Great Commission.”
Ron Thompson, District
Eight DOM, said he is supportive of the idea because it is more
than just a program – it meets a
need that exists around the state.
“Harvest is all of us collectively working toward the same
goal, at the same time,” he said.
“The opportunities are truly
endless.”
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Reject from page 5
causes. He also noted the LBC
was only ahead of Mississippi
in the Bible Belt in percentage
giving to SBC causes.
-- Lewis Richerson, pastor
of Woodlawn Baptist Church,
Baton Rouge, was allowed to
speak twice. In his first appeal,
Richerson said he was “a little
puzzled” cuts could not be
made, citing as examples the
$466,450 budgeted for travel
expenses and $8.77 million for
salary, retirement and like employment expenses. He argued
the LBC could afford the shift in
CP allocation “without crippling
vital ministries in the state.”
-- In his second time at the
microphone, Richerson said it
was his opinion that cuts could
be made without hurting Louisiana College, the Children’s
Home or collegiate ministries.
He pointed again to the line item
for travel reimbursements and
named the executive administration line item of $600,000 as
another area to target. He asked
how many messengers would
like to have a similar budget
“and then claim to your church,
‘I can’t make cuts.’”
Speaking against
-- Steve Horn, pastor and
messenger of First Baptist
Church, Lafayette, and immediate past president of the
LBC, called the measure: “unnecessary” because the budget
process is thorough; “unwise”
because it would strip $2.65
million from the budget in one
year; and, he described the
move by some states to a 50/50
split “unproven,” saying “we
certainly don’t know yet the
full effect that’s going to have
on state conventions and their
ministries.”
-- David Cranford, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Ponchatoula, and president of the LBC
Executive Board, said he was
“grateful” for LBC missions and
evangelism “here in our own beloved state,” and that the action
would result in a 13 percent cut
in these. He pointed out the Advance Plan “already has moved
$350,000 more, per year” to
SBC causes, and reminded messengers the LBC “has absorbed
in excess of $600,000 per year
in cuts brought about by the
GCR and cuts in funding from
the North American Mission
Board.”
-- Mike Holloway, pastor of
Ouachita Baptist Church, West
Monroe, serves as one of three
Louisiana Baptist representatives on the Southern Baptist
Convention Executive Committee and said CP for national
causes is about 2 percent above
budget, “whereas ours have not

reached – is running below -where it should be.” He added
the SBC “is not requesting state
conventions to make their giving
50/50,” and said such an immediate move would “truly cripple
the ministries, the Harvest
outreach, the things we want to
do here, in our state.” Holloway
also corrected statements about
the Georgia Barnette distribution plan, explaining Wyatt had
accessed only partial information.
Final Outcome
LBC President Gevan
Spinney, pastor of First Baptist
Church Haughton, presided
over the business session and
asked David Hankins, executive
director of the Louisiana Baptist
Convention to speak to the impact of the motion.
Hankins said the budgeting
process is a “very thorough”
one, led by Louisiana Baptists
with “over 90 churches of the
Louisiana Baptist Convention”
represented in the Executive
Board budget process, and, told
the messengers cutting $2.5
million would mean “you would
not be able to have the ministries that we have.” He also
explained the LBC reimburses
travel expenses similar to companies whose employees “drive
on their behalf.”
“Some of our other state
conventions that have made
these drastic moves have either
eliminated or do not have a
Baptist collegiate ministry at all.
So they’re not reaching college
students,” he said.
He also used as an example
the LBC Office of Public Policy,
which had just given a report
about its work with the Louisiana state legislature.
“One of our fellow state
conventions in the South moved
dramatically toward 50/50 and
did not have money for work in
their state legislature. So they
are searching around for outside
funds to support their public

policy person in that state.”
Hankins assured messengers
the Advance Plan will work to
move toward a 50/50 split as in
the past when income grows,
and urged the messengers “to
stay the course we’re on.”
Spinney asked if messengers
were ready to vote and there
were multiple calls for the question.
But Richerson spoke up
to make a point of order that
someone else should be allowed to speak for the motion,
given Hankins’ recommendation against it. Spinney agreed,
but no other messenger rose.
Richerson then asked to speak
a second time, and Spinney
consented.
After this set of remarks (see
“Speaking For” above), a few
scattered ballots were raised in
support, but subsequently, the
overwhelming number of messengers voted no on the motion.
CONCERNS ABOUT ERLC
The motion regarding the
SBC’s Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission was handled
without discussion.
Clark Stewart, pastor of New
Zion Baptist Church in Covington, offered the motion Tuesday morning, asking the LBC
Executive Board to “study the
recent actions of the SBC Ethics
& Religious Liberty Commission with regard to issues of
concern to Louisiana Baptists.”
Stewart did not elaborate on
what catalyzed his motion, but
ERLC President Russell Moore
has come under fire nationally
from Southern Baptist laymen
and leaders for a number of
controversial actions and statements, including: his signing
onto a friend of the court brief in
a case supporting the construction of a mosque in New Jersey,
and, his aggressive attacks on
Southern Baptists who supported Donald Trump.
In the afternoon, the motion was referred to the LBC
Executive Board with a nearunanimous raise of ballots by
messengers.

Brian Blackwell photo

Messengers raise their ballots as they overhwelming reject a motion to
go to a 50/50 CP split with the SBC in 2018.
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Louisiana House members reject sexual politics
By Will Hall
Message Editor

BATON ROUGE – During
a joint meeting of the House
Appropriations Committee
and Senate Finance Committee, Nov. 18, House members
handed a defeat to Gov. John
Bel Edwards in his attempt

by executive order to create a
special civil rights category for
sexual orientation and gender
identity.
Specifically, these lawmakers voted to remove an LGBT
non-discrimination provision
included in a state insurance
contract that was drafted to
comply with an Edwards

mandate issued in April, granting protected class status for
sexual orientation and gender
identity with regard to “state
employees and employees of
state contractors.”
In May, Louisiana Attorney
General Jeff Landry issued a
legal opinion at the request of
32 Louisiana legislators, de-

claring Edwards’ action to be
“non-binding policy” and an
attempt “to bypass the legislative process.”
Rep. Rick Edmonds, retired
pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, Shreveport, made the
motion to strip the language
from the contract. Joining him
to reject the LGBT clause,

‘Blue lives matter’
to La. Baptists
ALEXANDRIA – In May 2015,
Sgt. Scott Bullitt was shot while
conducting a DUI stop just outside of
Monroe on the Russell Sage Wildlife Management Area in Ouachita
Parish.
After months of rehab therapy,
Bullitt – the son of Louisiana Baptist
Convention employee Cindy Bullitt
– still faces difficulties as he works
toward recovery.
During the final session of the
2016 LBC Annual Meeting, messengers honored Bullitt and other law
enforcement officers during a presentation by Bill Robertson, pastoral
leadership director for Louisiana
Baptists.
“We pray that God would touch
him, restore him to his health, that he
could do the things he longs to do and
wants to do,” Robertson prayed, as
pastors, friends and fellow officers of
the law surrounded Bullitt. “And as
we pray for him, we remember all of
our brothers and sisters that are in law
enforcement gathered here today.”
Messengers also were led in
prayer for members of the Louisiana
State Police, Alexandria Police, Pineville Police, Rapides Parish Sheriff’s Office, Franklin Parish Sheriff’s
Office, Terrebone Parish Sheriff’s office and Winn Parish Sheriff’s office,
who were gathered on stage.
“The badge has become a target
for those who want to inflict harm on
the men and women who wear it,”
Robertson said. “I am asking all our
churches to make the badge a target
for prayer to shield and protect them
as they protect us.”
Keith Manuel, a chaplain for
the Louisiana State Police and
evangelism associate for Louisiana
Baptists, offered praise for all law
enforcement officers whom he called
heroes standing in the gap to protect
everyone.
“May we cover them with our
prayers,” Manuel said.
“May we be found faithful in
encouraging them and honoring them
and respecting them,” he said. “May
we grow children and grandchildren
who will do the same and will see
them as heroes and want to follow
the same path that they have taken, to
stand in protection of others.”
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were Rep. Mark Abraham,
Rep. Beryl Amedee, Rep. Tony
Bacala, Rep. Larry Bagley,
Rep. John Berthelot, Rep.
Lance Harris, Rep. Cameron
Henry, Rep. Bob Hensgins,
Rep. Katrina Jackson, Rep.
Jack McFarland, Rep. Blake
Miguez, Rep. John Schroeder
and Rep. Jerome Zerengue.
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Business amid spiritual inspiration
By Brian Blackwell
& Will Hall
Baptist Message

ALEXANDRIA – Messengers conducted important
business during the Louisiana
Baptist Convention 2016 Annual Meeting, hosted this year
by Calvary Baptist Church
in Alexandria, Nov. 14-15.
But they also took time for
spiritual enrichment and inspiration before and after the
several organizational actions
they were asked to complete.
DENNIS PHELPS
Dennis Phelps, professor
of preaching and director of
alumni relations and churchminister relations at New
Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary, began all three sessions with a Bible study, each
with a focus from the book
of Jonah and the theme of
“When God Moves.”
Phelps developed the
character of Jonah, describ-

ing him as an unlikely person
to an unlikely place for an
unlikely mission, and related
that believers today should
expect God to call out the
most unlikely person to carry
out His plan.
“When God moves, He
can use anyone to accomplish
His purpose,” Phelps said,
“even me and even you.”
Phelps also nurtured the
notion that despite Jonah’s desire to give up on the people
of Nineveh, God refused to
give up on Jonah. He said
God appointed a great fish
to swallow Jonah in order
to deliver him to the very
threshold of the mission field
where God intended for Jonah
to serve.
Remarkably, the people
of Nineveh repented and
cried out to God, resulting
in revival sweeping the city,
Phelps said. Likewise, dramatic changes can happen in
modern day times, by lifting
needs and prayers to God.
But Phelps also noted

Jonah’s anger and frustration
against God because of His
compassion and pity for the
wicked. Jonah showed no
mercy for others, even though
God had shown him mercy
– with Jonah weeping for a
withered plant, but having no
tears for the Ninevites.
Ultimately, Phelps used
his studies to make a point
with messengers about the
upcoming Harvest statewide
campaign.
“All creatures matter to
God,” Phelps said. “Everyone
matters to Him.
“When God moves,
He can deliver anyone in
response to faith and repentance,” he continued. “No one
is beyond the availability of
God’s mercy.”
“Why do we pray for
every Louisiana household,”
he asked, “because everyone
matters to God!”
ELECTIONS & BUDGET
Gevan Spinney, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Haughton, was re-elected LBC
president without opposition.
David Lane, pastor of Judson Baptist Church, Walker,
was elected first vice president; and,
Carlos Meza, pastor of
Iglesia Bautista Del Calvario,
Shreveport, was voted second
vice president -- both by acclamation of messengers.
Meza is the first Hispanic
to hold an LBC state office.
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Newly elected officers were introduced at the end of the annual meeting.
(from left) Carlos Meza, pastor of Iglesia Bautista Del Calvario, Shreveport, was elected second vice president, and Gevan Spinney, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Haughton, was re-elected LBC president. (not pictured) David Lane, pastor of Judson Baptist Church, Walker, was elected
first vice president. Meza is the first Hispanic to hold an LBC state office.
All three men were elected by acclamation.

Messengers approved
a $20,043,331Cooperative
Program budget for 2017,
down $550,435 from 2016,
with an allocation of 36.74
percent to be sent to Southern
Baptist Convention national
causes. The LBC portion of
the CP budget is $12,679,411,
a decrease of $348,205 from
the 2016 allocation.
RESOLUTIONS
Messengers affirmed five
resolutions, including one
containing a statement of appreciation for Calvary Baptist Church, Alexandria, for
hosting the annual meeting,
and a word of gratefulness to

individuals who contributed
in important ways in the production of the two-day event.
Another resolution honored Louisiana Baptists’
disaster relief teams for their
remarkable responses to two
historic flood events in one
year.
Messengers approved a
third resolution urging Louisiana Baptists to take part in the
Harvest Initiative.
The final two resolutions
opposed human trafficking
and the sexual politics of
transgenderism.
DAVID BROOKS
In his convention sermon, David Brooks, pastor
of Calvary Baptist Church,
Alexandria, explored the topic
of why a healthy soul is vital
for ministry.
See BUSINESS on 9

AVOID THE HIGH
COST OF DYING!

Keep your dignity and save
your family a financial burden
by planning ahead.
Low Cost Affordable Funeral
& Burial Plans for less than a
$1.00 a day. We are no stranger to Heart Attacks, Diabetes,
Strokes or Cancer!
Call US for a free quote at no obligation to buy at 866.244.8408
Ages: 45-85 - Regardless of any
past or existing health conditions WE can help you!

“When All Things Fall,
We Stand Together”
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Business from page 8
Brooks said at times,
pastors tend to give more
emphasis toward maintaining their outer world while
neglecting their inner world.
However, to be at one’s best,
cultivating the soul must be a
priority.
“We have an outer world
and an inner world to manage,” he said. “My inner context determines my culture. If
I want things to be in rhythm
with God, it has a lot to do
with my inner world, not just
my outer world.”
On staff at Calvary Baptist
Church since June 1, 1979,
Brooks said he has noticed
red flags in his life when his
soul needs greater attention.
These include increased levels of impatience, sarcasm,
and negativity combined
with noticeably less energy
devoted to relationships. He
said Sunday mornings also
become laborious.
“As ministers, Sundays ought to be fun,” said
Brooks, drawing his message
from 3 John 1:2. “Preparing
and getting ready for those
Sundays ought to be a blast.”
Brooks said the two main
enemies of a healthy soul are
sin and troublesome thoughts.
“Sin cannot coexist with
the soul that is centered on
God,” Brooks said. “If we are
not careful (being mindful of
bitterness, jealousy, envy and
un-forgiveness) we can allow
that to settle in our soul and
spirit and it can become a sin
of somewhat.”
A flourishing soul should
not be accessible 24 hours
a day for everyone else to
drain, Brooks said, emphasizing the importance of setting
and monitoring boundaries in
one’s life.
“We have to have margins
in our life, space where we
incorporate intentional open
space,” Brooks said. “When
we study the life of Jesus, we
come to understand there was
space and silence and stillness in his life. He spent time
with the father. He spent time
with others.”
Building on that, Brooks
said he has learned it helps
his church by him observing
a day of rest and spending
time alone from the busyness of life.
“The longer I am in ministry the best gift that I can
give the church where I lead
and the church where I serve
is not always my ideas and
not always my energy,” he
said. “The best gift I can give

them is a well-tended spirit
and a wise and brave soul.
“God wants us to abide
with him,” he continued.
“God wants us to understand
He is not just looking for us
to do something for Him. He
is looking for us to be with
Him. He desires that we live
in His presence.”
MAC BRUNSON
Mac Brunson, pastor of
First Baptist Church, Jacksonville, Fla., told messengers during the closing message, God will never detour
you around the difficulties
in life, but instead direct you
through them for your growth
and for His glory.
Brunson said God never
consults a person about the
course He takes them on,
never asks directions about
the path He leads, and, calls
believers to walk by faith.
Brunson said that in
Exodus 13-14, God led the
Israelites on a journey that
seemed endless, with them
spending years as slaves. But
He eventually brought them
into freedom and out of the
clutches of Pharaoh and the
Egyptians.
“It’s not about the direction you’re going in,”
Brunson said. “It’s about His
glory. And that’s the struggle
we have. We are far more interested in the direction we’re
going than we are His glory.”
Just as was the case with
the Israelites, God is calling believers today to follow
Him. Though knowing the
exact steps to take may seem
unclear, Brunson said Jesus
directs the path.
Along the journey, the
temptation of taking one’s
eyes off Jesus may appear.
Instead of panicking, Christians should have faith that
Jesus will lead them on the
right path in the end.
“You can trust the unbreakable promises of God,”
Brunson said. “God’s going
to take care of you.”
The 2017 annual meeting will be Nov. 13-14 at
Istrouma Baptist Church,
Baton Rouge. John Fream,
pastor of Cypress Baptist Church in Benton,
will bring the convention
sermon, and Jeff Ginn,
pastor of Istrouma Baptist
Church, will serve as the
alternate. Gordon Butler,
worship pastor at Istrouma
Baptist Church, will serve
as music director.

December 1, 2016 l www.baptistmessage.com l Louisiana Baptist Message

10 Classifieds
Message

SEEKING PASTOR

West Lake Baptist Church is seeking a fulltime Pastor.
DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quitman, Mississippi 39355 Melton
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years
experience, Family-Owned and
Operated. Variety of fabrics
available. Work done on-site.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED.
Call for estimates: 601.776.6617.
If remodeling your sanctuary,
please give us a call about upholstering your pews!
BETHLEHEM BAPTIST CHURCH in Albany, LA is seeking a full time pastor. Send résumés to Bethlehem
Baptist Church, P O Box 1030,
Albany, LA 70711.
Call
Advertising
Director Rhonda Havens
at
318.449.4351 to place your
ads.
FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER
FARM /LAWN & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

Please send all résumés to
P.O. Box 778 l Doyline, La 71023

First Baptist Church in Zachary, LA is seeking a

CHURCH POSITION

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Jasper, Texas,
is seeking a fulltime Associate Pastor/
Youth Minister/Missions Minister.
Send résumés to: Bro. David Nugent,
Hillcrest Baptist Church,
3196 U.S. Hwy. 190W. l Jasper, Tx. 75951
or email rhondahsm02@yahoo.com.
For more information, call
Bro. David Nugent at 409.384.3371.

Holly Springs Baptist Church in Minden, LA area is seeking a

MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR BI-VOCATIONAL PASTOR
Please submit resumes and cover letter to mediaSearch@fbcz.org
or mail to First Baptist Church, Media Search, 4200 Main St,
Zachary, LA 70791 by January 1, 2017 for consideration.

Find a job description at fbcz.org/jobs. (No calls, please.)
First Baptist Church Arcadia is seeking a

MINISTER OF MUSIC
Send résumé to First Baptist Church, Arcadia,
Attention: Search Committee
2249 Hazel St. l Arcadia, LA 71001
or email: fbcofarcadia@bellsouth.net

PETRUS
FEED & SEED STORES

Small town church with a big heart
is looking for a bi-vocational pastor.
Please send résumés to
Holly Springs Baptist Church,
3165 Harris Rd.
Homer, LA 71045

$30,000
Whole Life Insursance

Diabetes

C.O.P.D.

Congestive Heart Failure
We Can Get You a Policy Guaranteed
even if turned downed by other
companies

CALL TODAY
L.D. O’MIRE
Financial Services
In business over 54 years

1.800.844.3254

SEEKING A

SENIOR PASTOR

New Life Baptist Church located in Deridder LA, is searching for
a senior pastor. We ask that you would share this information
and be a part in the Lord’s plan for His church.
Please send résumés to
PastorSearch@NLBCD.ORG
or call 337.396.1899.

Hwy 1 North, Alexandria

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

CD

Baptist Message Classified ad forM
PRINT YOUR AD HERE

Coming Due?

$

ANNUITIES ARE PAYING UP TO

Call us today
for current
rates that
are better
than CD’S!

L.D. O’Mire

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Business/ChurCh

List DAtes tO run:

ADDress

Classified ad rate:
Cost is $6 per line (5 words per line); 25 word minimum.
Advertisement must be accompanied with payment in advance
and there are no discounts for classified line ads.

PhOne
City
MAiL AD/CheCK tO: Baptist Message l P.O. Box 311 l Alexandria, La. 71309

1.800.844.3254
* Guarantees subject to the claims paying ability of the insurance
company. Surrender of the contract may be subject to change or
market value adjustment. Product not available in all states. This is a
single premium deferred annuity. Interest rates are subject to change.
Withdrawals prior to age 59 ½ may be subject of a 10% IRS penalty.

To place a classified ad , complete this form and fax to 318.445.8328
or mail to Baptist Message Advertising, 1250 MacArthur Drive, P.O. Box 311, Alexandria, LA 71309
For questions, please call Rhonda at 318.449.4351 or email rhonda@baptistmessage.com
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LOUISIANA NOTABLES
IN REMEMBERANCE
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New Pastor Conference officers for 2017 are (from left) Jason McGuffie,
president, First Baptist Church, Tallulah; Kirk Jones, vice president, Fellowship Church, Prairieville; and, Justin Clark, secretary-treasurer, First
Baptist Church, Lake Providence. For a complete recap of the Pastor’s
Conference go to www.baptistmessage.com.

n Koy Lee Haywood, 92, died on Nov. 12. He was
born in Mt. Gilead to the late W. T. and Lillie Haywood on Nov. 10, 1924, He married Lorene Snider of
Denton in 1944 and they resided in Asheboro until
1956 when he found his life’s calling and attended
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary to prepare for Christian education ministry. Upon graduation in 1958, he served as a staff minister in churches
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana and Pensacola, Florida. In
1968, he became the Director of Education/Recreation for the Judson Baptist Association, the association of Baptist churches in the greater Baton Rouge,
Louisiana area. He later became the Executive Director of the Association in 1972 and served in that position until his retirement in 1987. After retirement,
Koy moved back to Asheboro and continued in ministry as the Associate Pastor at Senior Adults for First
Baptist Church, Asheboro for 18 years, retiring from
that position in 2007. He is survived by his wife of
72 years, Lorene Snider Haywood, daughter Janice
Haywood of Cary, and son Ryan Haywood and his
wife Charlotte of Oak Ridge, NC. Koy found great joy
in his grandchildren, Kristina Snyder and husband
Barry of Durham, and Karey Haywood of Arlington,
VA, as well as his great-granddaughters, Meadow
and Maizie Snyder of Durham. He is also survived by
his only remaining sibling and close friend, Evelyn
Garner Ingold of Asheboro. He was predeceased by
five other siblings, Rankin, Johnny, and Branson
Haywood of Mt. Gilead, Alton Haywood of Denton,
and Marie Cole Williams of Asheboro.
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Three ministers were honored Nov. 15 during the Retiree/Bi-Vocational
Pastors’ Lunch at Calvary Baptist Church, Alexandria. (from left) Award
winners were Gary Mitchell, pastor of First Baptist Church in Chataignier,
Southern Exemplary Bi-vocational Pastor of the Year; Bud Traylor, retired
pastor, Retiree of the Year; Bill Robertson, director of pastoral leadership
for Louisiana Baptists, award presenter; and Prentis Gandy, pastor of
Friendship Baptist Church in Baskin, Northern Exemplary Bi-vocational
Pastor of the Year.

HOMECOMING
n First Baptist Church, Delhi: 11th Anniversary
Service, Dec. 3, 6 p.m. Music: The Sanctuary
Quartet, Southern Revelation, Ben Waites and
Chad Tingle. Pastor: Mickey Bounds.
LAGNIAPPE
n First Baptist Church, Pineville: The choirs and
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Six churches accepted into membership of the Louisiana Baptist Convention during the 2016 Annual Meeting were honored during a reception
Nov. 14. Prayers and encouraging words were offered and a time of fellowship was enjoyed. Churches seating messengers during the annual
meeting – the final step for LBC membership – were: Church of Life Baptist Fellowship, Baton Rouge, Pastor Steve Beckham (BAGBR); Fellowship Baptist Church, Columbia, Pastor Chris Bennett (Caldwell); North
Hills Church, Calhoun, Pastor Jon McCartney (Northeast); The Crossing
Church, Monroe, Pastor Jarrod Hawthorne (Northeast); United Believers, Baton Rouge, Pastor Manuel Pigee (BAGBR); Watson Chapel Baptist
Church, West Monroe, Pastor Robert Holloway (Northeast).

instrumentalists of First Baptist Church Pineville and Kingsville Baptist Church, along with
12 other churches, will come together for two
nights of choral music celebrating the Christmas season Dec. 3 at 6:30 p.m. at Kingsville Baptist
and Dec. 4 at 6:30 p.m. at First Pineville. Featured
soloists include Scotty Blackwell and Kellie Fuselier.
Admission is free and open to the community. For
more information please call 318.448.8221 or visit
www.fbcpineville.net.
n Hebron Baptist Church, Denham Springs: A Season of Hope, Dec. 4, 6 p.m. There will be a night
of worship celebrating the Hope of Christmas, Jesus
Christ. This will be followed by a special time of fellowship.
n Elwood Baptist Church, Forest Hill: The Voices
of LC in concert, Dec. 4, 10:30 a.m. Pastor: Mike
Evans.
n First Baptist Church, Pineville: First@First Business Leader Luncheon, Dec. 5, noon. Speaker:
Pineville Mayor Clarence Fields. Cost: $10 and you

may pay at the door. Please RSVP to Melinda Langford (mlangford@fbcpineville.net. Pastor: Stewart
Holloway.
n Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville: “Back to
the Beginning” – A Christmas Musical, Dec. 10,
6 p.m.; Dec. 11, 10 a.m. & 6 p.m. and Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
Pastor: Philip Robertson.
n First Baptist Church, Many: Christmas Music,
Dec. 11, 11 a.m. A holiday meal will be held right
after services at noon. Pastor: Jonathan Bost.
n Bellaire Baptist Church, Bossier City: David
Phelps Classic Christmas Concert, Dec. 13, 7
p.m. Doors will open at 6 p.m. Cost: General Admissions, $20. Artist Circle, $25. For tickets, go to iTickets.com and search for David Phelps concert or call
800.965.9324.Pastor: Randy Harper.
n First Baptist Church, Bossier City: Natalie Grant
& Danny Gokey Concert, Dec. 15, 7-9 p.m. For
ticket information, go to CelebrateChristmasTour.
com or call the church at 318.746.7940. Pastor: Brad
Jurkovich..

Scripture Crypto
The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto.
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

ofg uxsrgcv hkkghc sd ofg ghcof; ofg otpg su
ofg vtdltdl su ytcmv tv qspg, hdm ofg bstqg su
ofg ojcoxg tv fghcm td sjc xhdm;
ofg vsdl su vsxspsd ors:orgxbg
Clues:

S = O; M = D

Answer to November 17 Scripture Crypto:
John one: twenty-one
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12 Youth Evangelism Conference

YEC from page one
“My life has been changed
forever,” Newton told more
than 5,700 students at Louisiana
Baptists’ annual Youth Evangelism Celebration. “I would not be
here if it were not for the divine
intervention of Jesus interrupting
my life’s story.”
He challenged students not to
waste the time they have to make
a difference now.
“You are the church right here,
right now,” Newton said. “You
are current leaders and it’s time
to rise up and step up and change
the world. But that only happens
when you allow God to be a part
of your story.”
The 40-year-old pastor of the
27,000-member Community Bible
Church in San Antonio, Texas,
Newton has served as a youth
pastor, faculty member at Student
Leadership University in Orlando,
Fla., and executive director of
the LIFT TOUR, an extension of
Student Leadership University in
partnership with LifeWay Students.
The largest gathering of
Louisiana Baptists each year,
YEC 2016, held in the Lafayette
Cajundome, Nov. 20-21, featured
worship, inspiring messages, fellowship, moments of laughter and
much more.
The theme for this year’s
gathering was “Stories,” based off
1 John 1:2-3 – The life appeared;
we have seen it and testify to it,
and we proclaim to you the eternal
life, which was with the Father
and has appeared to us. We proclaim to you what we have seen
and heard, so that you also may
have fellowship with us. And our
fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son, Jesus Christ.
Newton cautioned students
not to find their value in life by
what they do or what they wear,
but rather in something eternally
satisfying – a relationship with
Jesus Christ.
“You were not called to blend
in,” Newton said. “You were
called to stand out.”
Citing Colossians 3:1-4,
Newton told students they should
set their minds on things above,
not striving to earn the applause
of many, but living to please only
one – Jesus Christ.
“The world continues to tear
us down,” he said. “But you have
an identity as being more than
conquerors in Jesus Christ.”
Throughout the celebration,
Louisiana Baptist teens were challenged to celebrate what Christ
had done in their lives and to share
their stories of how Christ had
changed them.
Participants also enjoyed music by the Museum of Atlanta, Ga.,
as well as the talents of Pinevillebased Kellie and Kristen, and
were blessed by drama and
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comedy performed by Paul May of
Springfield, Mo.
YEC 2016 concluded with a
time of music led by the Newsboys, a band formed in 1985 which
includes former DC Talk vocalist
Michael Tait.
REBORN
By the end of the two-day
spiritual encounter, 742 students
had made some type of faith decision: 136 statements of belief, 347
responses to a call to ministry, 210
acts of repentance to restore fellowship with Christ and 49 other
commitments.
Luis Herrera from Iglesia
Bautista Trinidad, Lake Charles,
said he was thankful he joined with
a group of teens to be part of his
church’s first visit to YEC. He repented and vowed to live for Jesus,
and plans to be baptized as soon as
possible.
“I was tired of playing games
with God,” Herrera said. “I want to
get serious.”
Olivia Ousley from Pine Hill
Baptist Church, Leesville, was
inspired by Newton’s messages of
standing strong for Jesus.
“I learned it’s not all about
friends and what they think,” Ousley said. “I need to live my story
with Christ at the center of it.”
This year’s event was the
fourth YEC attended by Cassidy
Martin, a member of Bayou des
Glaises Baptist Church, Big Bend.
“This time, I learned that I need
a Christian family and that having one will help me grow closer
to God,” Martin said. “I need to
depend on mine more.”
CHARGED UP
Newton closed the celebration
by making a charge to the crowd.
“You and I have filled this
place with worship, and our hands
have been lifted high,” Newton
said. “Going forth from this place
may what we do in here fill the
streets out there.”
He reminded the students to
stand strong, especially after they
stumble.
“Perfection is not godliness,”
Newton said. “Godliness is pursuing Jesus.
“It’s not if you fall,” he continued. “It’s when you fall and what
you do when you fall.”
“All of us in this room are
called to live a life that shines a
light that makes a difference,” he
said. “And one of the things that
you have embraced is a message
of Jesus.
“It’s going to be costly as we
seek, up high, to lift His name,
and many of you in here sense His
call,” he said, prompting hundreds
to respond, including many to
commit to vocational ministry.

