“Trust in the LORD
with all your heart and
lean not on your own
understanding, in all
your ways submit to
him, and he will make
your paths straight.”

- Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV)
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Carlyss Community Church photo

Nicole Dowers was baptized in August at Carlyss Community Church. Since Pastor Brian Manuel started the church
out of his living room in November 2014 with eight people, worship attendance has grown to 60. The area is ex-
pected to add 22,000 residents by 2019, offering even more prospects to hear the Gospel.

Church’s first baptisms opens door for more

By BrR1AN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

CARLYSS — Not long
after Brian Manuel started
Carlyss Community Church in
November 2014, his eight-
year-old son Truett presented a
simple yet life-altering request
—a chance to be the church

plant’s first baptismal candi-
date.

His father could not help
but grant it, with an attitude of
thanksgiving.

“To see that passion and
desire by my son to get bap-
tized was awesome,” Manuel
said. “We did things we knew
to be right, like expose him to

reading Scripture and talking
about our faith.

“We were just obedient,”
he continued. “When he finally
decided to get baptized, it was
one of those shining moments
as a parent to be able to be that
person who baptizes him.”

See FIRST on 6
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Unveiling of Harvest
evangelistic effort set
for 16 Annual Meeting

By BrR1AN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

ALEXANDRIA - Louisiana
Baptists have a unique opportu-
nity to be part of one of the larg-
est joint efforts for evangelism
ever undertaken in the state — an
initiative that
figures to be a
major catalyst
for spiritual
awakening.

During
the Louisiana
Baptist Con-
vention 2016 Annual Meeting,
Nov. 14-15, messengers will
have the chance to learn more
about how they can say yes to
the Harvest — a two-year effort
to involve at least 700 Louisiana
Baptist churches to “pray for
every home and share Christ
with every person” in Louisiana,
according to Wayne Jenkins,
Louisiana Baptists director of
evangelism.

“The plan is simple,” he
explained. “Dates and the kind
of events are set by the churches
in the association and the state

mission services team serves as
a resource to train and imple-
ment.”

Jenkins will share more
about the Harvest initiative dur-
ing the Monday evening session
of the annual meeting, which
will be held at Calvary Baptist
Church in

\/“ Alexandria.
f
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to plan and
enlist leaders
and churches
and using 2017
to conduct
statewide evangelism training
and pilot different methods,
Louisiana Baptists will join
together across the state in 2018
in prayer events and intentional
soul-winning activities. The
cooperative effort will include a
diversity of approaches such as
multi-church crusades, one-on-
one evangelism, single-church
revivals and other harvest events
which take advantage of com-
passion ministries to share about
the love of Christ.

See ANNUAL MEETING on 9

Louisiana Baptists building hope in Haiti

A Haitian boy is [*
prayed for dur-
ing a Louisiana |
Baptist mission |4
trip to the
country.
Mission teams
will be needed f
to build a
children’s village,
medical clinic,
pastor’s training
center and hotel [
in Haiti. [ =

BY BRIAN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

HAITI — Wayne Sheppard has seen
thousands of Haitian children during
15 mission trips there, but for him one
young girl stands out among the rest,
symbolizing the whole of the impact of
Louisiana Baptists’ work there.

During an October 2015 visit near
the capital of Port-au-Prince, Shep-
pard was working in the medical clinic
when 9-year-old Selena came seeking
help for an injured leg. The following
day she returned, but in worse condi-
tion, prompting the volunteer doc-

tors and nurses to rush her to a local
hospital.

The team quickly fell in love with
Selena, whose home life includes an
absent father and a stepmother who
shows little interest in her.

One Louisiana Baptist couple,
Terry and Shelley Hamilton, members
of Mt. Vernon Baptist Church in West
Monroe, was so moved in their love
for Selena, they decided to pursue
adoption of the young girl.

Sheppard said he looks forward
to many more visits, and encounters

See HAITIon 5
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Spinney to be nominated for second term by DuBose

BY BrR1AN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

ALEXANDRIA —In a year
that has seen record flooding
twice in the state, Louisiana
Baptist Convention President
Gevan Spinney has seen the
power of cooperation at work
among Louisiana Baptists and
the impact of this manifestation

of Christ’s love within the state.

Even Louisiana Gov. John
Bel Edwards took notice of
Louisiana Baptists’ disaster re-

lief response, praising Southern
Baptists for getting the job done
while most government agencies
were still “getting a game plan
together to help,” according to
one report.

Now, Spinney hopes to
energize this same spirit of
cooperation and commitment of
physical energy for the Harvest
— a two-year initiative designed
to engage at least 700 churches
to “pray for every home” and
“share Christ with every person”
in Louisiana — if he is blessed to
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be elected to a second term as
president during the LBC annual
meeting, Nov. 14-15, at Calvary
Baptist Church in Alexandria.

Wayne DuBose, interim
pastor at Cook Baptist Church,
Ruston, and retired director of
missions for the Northwest Loui-
siana Baptist Association, said it
is because of Spinney’s passion
for evangelism that he plans to
nominate him for a second term
as LBC president.

“During my time as direc-
tor of missions, Gevan was one
of our finest young pastors,” he
said to the Baptist Message. ‘1
spotted early on that he was an
extremely gifted young man,
who had great potential in the
ministry.”

“He has developed that po-
tential I saw and more,” DuBose
said. “I’ve spent a lot of time
with him and have had a part in
mentoring him as he has flour-
ished in serving Christ.

“Now, I want to come
alongside and nominate him for
a second term.”

Spinney hopes to spend 2017
in setting up the Harvest for
success.

“The details of this vision
will be shared during our time
in Alexandria,” said Spinney,
pastor of First Baptist Church in
Haughton. “But for now, [ would

ask Louisiana Baptists to join
me in praying for unity in one
purpose — that everyone in Loui-
siana would hear the Gospel.

“My desire is that it would
be said of us, ‘the Lord added to
the church daily those who were
being saved,’” Spinney told the
Baptist Message.

See SPINNEY on 18

Meza’s nomination for 2nd
VP is history in the making

By STAFF
Baptist Message

ALEXANDRIA — History
could be made at the upcoming
Louisiana Baptist Convention
Annual Meeting, Nov. 14-15,
with the possible election of
the first Hispanic to serve as
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second vice president of Loui-
siana Baptists.

Carlos Meza, pastor of
Iglesia Bautista del Calvario
(Calvary Baptist Church) in
Shreveport, is expected to
be nominated for the office
by Lane Moore, director of
missions for the Northwest
Louisiana Baptist Association.
Meza is the only candidate an-
nounced for the office.

“If elected, I would be
honored to serve as second vice
president because it would af-
ford me greater opportunities to
connect with the large segment
of Hispanics and other minori-
ties in the northwest Louisiana
area,” Meza shared with the
Baptist Message. “This would
open more opportunities to lead
many to the saving knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

“I am excited and delighted
to be considered for serving
with the second-to-none leader-
ship team of our Louisiana
Baptist Convention,” he added.

Moore said Meza is one of
the most passionate soul win-
ners in the state.

“You cannot be around
Carlos Meza long before the
conversation turns toward shar-
ing Christ with others,” Moore
said.

“Carlos Meza also is a
leader in our association in the
area of ethnic work,” he told
the Baptist Message.

See MEZA on 18
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Ministry prepares to share the
ift of God’s Word at Christmas

By WiLL HALL
Message Editor

ALEXANDRIA — Andy
Byon is convinced the best gift
anyone can give for Christmas
is God’s Word because it is
essential to sharing the Gospel

and for receiving salvation,
and, he is enlisting supporters
and volunteers to join him for
the Natchitoches Christmas
Festival as a participant in an
evangelistic outreach to the
100,000 people who are ex-
pected to attend this year.

LOUISIANA
MONUMENT Co.

“Many in these crowds are
unsaved,” said Byon, chair-
man of See The Light, a Bible
distribution ministry. He is
a member of Philadelphia
Baptist Church, Horseshoe
Drive, in Alexandria. “It is
our hope that by placing a free
New Testament in the hands of
them, many will receive Christ
as Savior and Lord, or at least
have seeds planted which ulti-
mately lead to their salvation.”

Byon is pushing to sign up

volunteers to help hand out
Bibles, December 3, and to
convince supporters to help
buy boxes of the Word.

West Monroe: 318-397-1555
Sterlington: 318-665-0055

Randy Hickman photo

Rick Markway, a member of Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville, hands a
Bible to a young girl at the Natchitoches Christmas Festival as part of See

The Light, a Bible distribution ministry.

God blessed us to give out
about 9,100 Bibles last year —
and we witnessed a number of

be intimidated by this type of
“missionary work.”
“Rest assured,” Byon

www.LaMonument.com

“We see the potential to
reach thousands,” Byon told
the Baptist Message. “In fact,

said. “Every volunteer will be
trained.”

confessions of faith in Jesus.
“We believe the Lord has
prepared a great harvest this

THANK

YOU! o

LOUISIANA BAPTISTS FOR YOUR TIME AND GENEROSITY IN HELPING COMPLETE
THE GEORGIA BARNETTE CONFERENCE CENTER. MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND USE
YOUR EFFORTS TO TOUCH THOUSANDS OF LIVES IN THE YEARS AHEAD.

|

LOUISIANA BAPTISTS

MISSIONS & MINISTRY

LouisianaBaptists.org/GBCC

Schedule: Dec. 3, 10:30 a.m.

Place: First Baptist Church, 508
Second Street, Natchitoches.

Donations & general informa-
tion: suzanne.sheridan@lbc.org, or,
(318) 448-3402.

year, as well,” he added.

Byon pointed out the Bi-
bles only cost 50 cents a copy,
and he said each donation will
go a long way. He also encour-
aged church members not to
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Haiti from page one

with many more children like
Selena. Moreover, it made him
even more determined to create
a better opportunity for others
who are not being adopted and
remain either alone in Haiti, or
unwanted in loveless homes.

“Selena is a young lady
we love who really represents
the children of Haiti,” Shep-
pard said. “She is the kind of
child we will get to minister to,
care for, share the Gospel with
and educate in the Children’s
Village in Haiti as soon as it is
established.

“Pray for Selena. Pray for
the Hamiltons as they seek to
adopt her,” Sheppard urged.
“But pray for all the children
of Haiti who also need loving
parents.”

JOINT EFFORT

The Haiti project is an ef-
fort sponsored by the Haitian
Baptist Convention, 30 Loui-
siana Baptist churches and the
Louisiana Baptist Children’s
Home.

Haiti was devastated by
aJan. 12, 2010, earthquake
that killed more than 250,000
people and left hundreds of
thousands more homeless. Lou-
isiana Baptists were among the
first to provide disaster relief
and have maintained a minis-
try presence through mission
trips that includes construc-
tion projects, pastor training,
medical clinics, evangelism and
children’s Bible clubs (Vacation
Bible School).

In the time since the earth-
quake response, a vision devel-
oped for a permanent presence
in Haiti, Sheppard said, and
Louisiana Baptists finally com-
pleted the acquisition of land in
September, and volunteers have
completed a well.

The well will serve a
planned children’s village and
pastor training center, and also
provide water for residents
of the local community, he

pengler-Ste

explained, adding that church
plants will be a pivotal part of
Louisiana Baptists work in the
country, and the ministry center
will be the base from which
Louisiana Baptists partner with
Haitian believers to reach all of
Haiti by starting churches.

The hope is to build a hous-
ing community next, followed
with the development of micro
businesses and trade schools,
according to Sheppard, and
as the project expands, there
is a vision for constructing a
hotel, operated by Haitians,
and a school for educating the
children.

Ron and Alana Greenwich,
retired missionaries currently
residing in Minden, have been
hired to take a major leader-
ship role in this work, Shep-
pard said. They will coordinate
mission trips, build awareness
among Louisiana Baptists, help
with fundraising, and oversee
the development of the chil-
dren’s village.

According to Sheppard, a
Haitian contractor recently was
hired to begin construction on
the children’s village. The first

CD
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work will include a security
wall, security tower and water
well structure, all which should
be completed by Jan. 1, 2017.

During the most recent
mission trip in October, a
28-member team ministered in
the country just a month after
Hurricane Matthew caused
destruction in many areas of
Haiti, he said. They provided
$3,000 worth of materials to re-
pair damage to church plants in
La Gonave and Foret des Pins
and sent supplies to assist resi-
dents in Les Cayes, one of the
hardest-hit cities. The immedi-
ate area around Port-au-Prince,
where the ministry center is
being built, was largely unaf-
fected.

Team members also served
575 children during mul-
tiple Vacation Bible Schools,
preached at three churches on
a Sunday morning, continued
building a school building in
Canaan and installed 50 water
filters in homes — all the while
sharing the Gospel and giving
beans and rice to families. At
least 110 Haitians made public
professions of Christ, Sheppard
reported.

“We are always excited
when people become part of the
family of God. It is especially

exciting when they are born
again out of the darkness of
voodoo and a syncretistic cul-
ture,” Sheppard said. “We are
thankful that more were added
to the number who will wor-
ship Jesus around His throne
eternally.”

BRIGHT FUTURE

Sheppard said moving for-
ward, mission teams will build
the children’s village, medical
clinic, pastor’s training center
and hotel. At least six mission
trips are planned in 2017, with
the possibility of increasing the
trips to once a month.

But he said what is needed
most are prayers.

Financial support and a
force of volunteers are being
lined up to help make this God-

sized dream a reality, he said,
adding, the work is only just
beginning. We need absolutely
more of our Louisiana Baptists
to be involved.”

“Louisiana Baptists, you
have great opportunity to go
and help us establish a footprint
and make a spiritual imprint in

See HAITI on 20
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The National Association of Church Design Builders
(NACDB) is a non profit orgenization that serves as a
resource for the planning, design, and construction of
churches and church-related facilities. Qur goal is to
educate local churches on the process of designing,
building or remodeling their facilities.

—

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
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The NACDB congratulates KENT DESIGN BUILD on being
named the recipient of the 2076 Best Renovation or Addition

for their recent project:

Vintage Church - Metairie, LA

e at nacdb.com
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His son’s baptism was the
first of two for Carlyss Com-
munity Church, which meets
in town at Cypress Cove
School.

Like most churches, build-
ing lasting relationships is vital
for engaging potential mem-
bers with the Gospel, because
many previously have not at-
tended a non-Catholic service
and others rarely have stepped
inside a church building.

“The families that we are
reaching mostly are not your
typical church families,” he
said. “We are making connec-
tions with families and letting
them know we are here. It will
take a lot of time and move-
ment of God to earn that trust
to gain access to people’s lives
and we have begun to do so.”

Manuel started the church
out of his living room, with
five families sent by Maple-
wood First Baptist Church,
Sulphur — where he had served
as youth pastor — to help Man-
uel launch the church plant.

Within three months, at-
tendance doubled to 40 and
the congregation searched for
another location to accommo-
date its growth.
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Today, as many as 60 attend
its Sunday morning worship
service, and Manuel credits its
active outreach to the commu-
nity for the expansion: Efforts
include neighborhood block
parties and members’ mentor-
ing of high-risk and one-parent
students.

“That leads to a tremendous
amount of relational capital,”
Manuel said. “We convey to
our people they are centers
of mission — in that way the
neighborhood identifies them
as a family who cares about
their community.”

The church is positioned
in a high-growth region, and
Manuel expects an opportunity
to increase attendance even
more if the population in the
Lake Charles area expands
as expected. According to a
Southwest Louisiana Regional
Impact Study, the area could
see 22,000 new residents by
2019.

Manuel does not know how
long the congregation will meet
at the school but when they do
decide to relocate, he envisions
a building that is used for more
than just a church service dur-
ing Sunday mornings.

“When it comes time for
us to have a permanent loca-
tion, we will have the mindset
of ‘“We won’t build a building
seen as a religious institution,’”
he said. “We will build some-
thing that is open to the public,
like a community center or
day care, operating throughout
the week. That will open up a
possibility to build even more
relationships with the people
here.”
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Louisiana Baptists share the Gospel in Belarus

BY BRIAN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

BELARUS - Organizers
of mission trips to Belarus are
adamant that ten dollars is a
small investment that reaps a
huge dividend for Louisiana
Baptists sharing the Gospel in
this country where 99 percent
of its people do not believe in
Christ.

This amount is the cost
of the Good and Evil Illus-
trated Bible, a full-color picture
Bible, which explains the
Bible from Creation to Christ
with expressive drawings in a
comic-book-type format.

Leaders in Belarus are
excited about the impact of this
soul-winning tool, explaining
that 40 percent of people who
receive a copy give their hearts
to Christ and commit to live for
Him.

Since 2014, Louisiana Bap-
tist churches have sent teams
to partner with Byelorussian
Mission, an in-country ministry
group, and have taken part in
Bible distribution efforts to see

Submitted photo

A Belarusian pastor, Jeff Ingram, senior adult ministry strategist for Loui-
siana Baptists, and Andrew Rhyzkov, founder of Byelorussian Mission,
Inc., show copies of the Good and Evil illustrated Bibles. Since 2014, Loui-
siana Baptist churches have participated in mission teams in the country,
in partnership with Byelorussian Mission.

first-hand the effectiveness of
this outreach method.

Wayne Sheppard, partner-
ships director for Louisiana
Baptists, took part in the 2016
mission trip.

“The Bibles we are giving

out in Belarus are making a tre-
mendous difference,” Sheppard
said. “The Good and Evil illus-
trated Bible is so well-received
by those who are lost, those
who are agnostic, those who
are atheistic. They are glad to

SENIOR
ADULT
LUNCHEON g e(e’
AT ECON

FEATURING

look at it, glad to read it.”

Sheppard said a pastors’
conference held in Belarus was
filled to capacity and pastors
there shared their faith without
fear.

He also said he heard star-
tling testimonies about revival
in Belarus.

“An International Mission
Board representative told us
that during the last two years
they have seen more openness
to the Spirit of God among Be-
larusians than they have seen in
the last 15 years,” he recalled.
“So there is a great receptivity
and a great openness; and we
Louisiana Baptists have the
special privilege of partnering
with Belarus’ pastors to start
churches and reach people for
the Lord.”

Next year there will be a
celebration of the 500th an-
niversary of the printing of
the Bible in the Belarusian
language, and country-wide
activities will include Bible ex-
hibitions, regional conferences
on the impact of the Bible on
eastern European cultural and

historical development, Bible
distributions and open outreach
ministries in public schools,
universities and arenas.

As a preliminary event to
the 500th anniversary celebra-
tion in Belarus, Byelorussian
Mission founders Andrew and
Inna Ryzhkov participated in
an Aug. 11 ceremony at the Li-
brary of Congress in Washing-
ton, D.C., to donate a facsimile
edition of the first Bible printed
in Belarus. They also donated
the Good and Evil illustrated
Bible to the Thomas Jefterson
Library in Virginia for inclu-
sion in the European Reading
Room.

Jeff Ingram, adult ministry
strategist for Louisiana Bap-
tists, said capitalizing on the
anniversary is a golden oppor-
tunity for sharing the Gospel.
Louisiana Baptists will join
Belarusian Christians to hand
out the Good and Evil illus-
trated Bibles and will conduct
pastor training in the area of
discipleship.

See BELARUS on 17

EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

2017

JAN. 24,
11:30am-1pm

LouisianaBaptists.org/ECONLuncheon

Questions? Contact Jeff Ingram at 800.622.6549 or Jeff.Ingram@LouisianaBaptists.org.
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PRAY FOR EVERY HOME

NOVEMBER 14-15, 2016

ouisianaBaptists.org/AnnualMeeting
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NOVEMBER 20 - 21, 2016
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REGISTER TODAY AT YECLOUISIANA.ORG
AND THEN MEET US AT THE CAJUNDOME. | ng

isianaBaptists.org/ECON
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2020 COMMISSION INITIATIVE

The vision for the Harvest
statewide evangelism effort
developed out of the President’s
2020 Commission Final Report,
which was affirmed by messen-
gers at the 2013 Annual Meet-
ing. It is an action designed to
reach the next generation and ev-
ery people group, a top priority
in the report, and contributes to
attaining the goals of KAIROS
#10 (Key Actions in Reach-
ing Our State), which calls for
helping churches grow through
evangelism.

Planning began in late 2015,
after Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Director David
Hankins and LBC President
Gevan Spinney announced 2017
and 2018 would be years of
harvest.

Initially, a group of 12 Loui-
siana Baptist pastors, evange-
lists, directors of missions and
state evangelism and church
growth staff met for early plan-
ning sessions.

Now there are 90 mem-
bers on this facilitating panel,
composing nine teams, who are
discussing ideas to include in an
evangelism manual on how to
share the Gospel and coordinate
a harvest event. Information on

conducting prayer activities,
outreach efforts and discipleship
programs also will be cov-

ered, and sermon ideas will be
included.

Jenkins said the Harvest em-
phasis for 2017 and 2018 is not
a Convention program but rather
a movement initiated by pastors
and similar leaders in the state,
and he expressed admiration for
their vision.

“What would this state be
like if everyone was prayed for
and everyone shared with,” he
asked.

OTHER BUSINESS

The Harvest is just one of
a number of important items
which will be addressed during
this year’s annual meeting.

Highlights for Monday in-
clude special music by combined
area choirs, a Bible study by
New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary Professor Dennis
Phelps, and reports by Louisiana
College and the state’s Baptist
Collegiate Ministries.

The bulk of the Conven-
tion’s business will take place on
Tuesday.

During the final day of the
meeting there will be music by
the Jason Lovins Band, reports

Brian Blackwell photo

Wayne Jenkins, LBC’s director of evangelism, will share more
about the Harvest campaign during the Monday evening session

of the LBC Annual Meeting.

by the Convention’s entities,
messages by David Brooks of
Calvary Baptist Church and Mac
Brunson of First Baptist Church,
Jacksonville, Fla., approval of
motions and the election of of-
ficers.

At press time, Gevan Spin-

ney, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Haughton, and current
LBC president, is the only candi-
date whose name will be placed
in nomination for the office of
LBC president.

Likewise, David Lane is the
only known candidate expected

y7 /4
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arvest

PRAYING FOR EVERY HOME
SHARING WITH EVERY PERSON

to be nominated for first vice
president. Carlos Meza is the
sole candidate as well for second
vice president.

Lane is pastor of Judson
Baptist Church, Walker, and
Meza is pastor of Iglesia Bau-
tista Del Calvario in Shreveport.

“I encourage every church
and every Louisiana Baptist
to participate in our annual
meeting,” said David Hankins,
executive director for Louisiana
Baptists. “In addition to the fel-
lowship, I believe you will walk
away informed, inspired and
thankful for the impact of the
missions and ministries support-
ed through Cooperative Program
gifts from the churches.”

FOCUS ON UNITY

LBC President Gevan
Spinney, pastor of First Baptist
Church, Haughton, said he has
seen a renewed sense of unity
across the state and is hopeful
for the future.

“Sure, there will always
be issues that divide us, but
continuing to focus on our dif-
ferences will only further isolate
us from each other and result in
a failed Gospel mission,” Spin-
ney said. “This past year [ have
crisscrossed our state to be in
associational meetings, preach

See ANNUAL MEETING on 10

Do you believe that every person in Louisiana
will spend eternity somewhere?

Harvest is...

LouisianaBaptists.org/Harvest
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in churches, visit with pastors,
sit on the boards of our state
agencies and I can confidently
say our greatest days are ahead
of us.

“With these things in mind
we were led to the theme for
this year’s convention,” he
continued. “For me the theme
is more than a catchy phrase of
a slick logo. It is the vision of
the unimaginable. This year’s
theme is ‘Everyone: Pray for
every home, share with every
person.’

Those two statements are
somewhat audacious, perhaps
ridiculously impossible, he said,
at least from a purely human-
istic perspective, considering
there are over 4.7 million peo-
ple living in nearly 2.1 million
different homes in the state.

However, when God is in-
cluded in the equation, “nothing
is impossible,” he offered.

LBC Executive Board Presi-
dent David Cranford echoed the
thought.

“2016 has been the best of
times and the worst of times for
Louisiana Baptists,” he said.
“Disaster struck once again as
floods devastated large regions
of our state.

“In the midst of the dirt,
devastation, and depression,

Have your own “Media that Matters

File photo

LBC President Gevan Spinney will
be nominated for a second term.

Louisiana Baptists responded
with the love, compassion, and
service in the name of Jesus,”
Cranford told the Baptist Mes-
sage.

“Jesus said, ‘... Whoever
wants to become great among
you must be your servant,””
he continued. “The Lord has
certainly provided us with the
opportunity to become great this
year.

“Together we are demon-
strating that Louisiana Baptists
are ‘Here for You,”” Cranford
summarized. “Let’s meet in

Alexandria Nov. 14-15 and cel-
ebrate Jesus and what it means
to be His great servants called
Louisiana Baptists.”

NOTEABLES

GATHERINGS FOR NOV. 14 INCLUDE:

® |ouisiana Baptist Christian Educa-
tion Association, 11:30-2 p.m., Cajun
Landing, Alexandria

@ African-American Fellowship
Dinner, 4-5 p.m., Calvary Hall, Calvary
Baptist Church

® Minister of Missions Roundtable,
4-5p.m., Room 5203, Calvary Baptist
Church

@ Asian Fellowship, Copeland’,
4:15-6 p.m., Alexandria

@ Louisiana College Reception, Fol-
lowing Monday evening session, Calvary
Hall, Calvary Baptist Church

GATHERINGS FOR NOV. 15 INCLUDE:

@ Discover Church Planting Break-
fast, 7 a.m., Brocato’s, Alexandria

@ Haiti Shout Breakfast, 7 a.m.,
Room A218, Calvary Baptist Church

@ (hurch Planting Luncheon, noon,
(alvary Hall, Calvary Baptist Church

@ New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary Alumni Luncheon, noon,
XA Student Auditorium, Calvary Baptist
Church

@ Retiree/Bi-vocational Luncheon,
Room A218, Calvary Baptist Church

”
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10:15a.m.
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420p.m.
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440p.m.

CALVARY BAPTIST CHURCH ® ALEXANDRIA, LA.

Monday Evening - November 14, 2016
President Gevan Spinney, Presiding
Worship Leader, Jeremy Christ

Everyone (2 Peter 3:9)

(all to Order/Welcome Gevan Spinney

Praise & Worship Combined Choirs

Prayer Eddie Wren

Presidential Appointments

Tellers Chair, Tellers, Parliamentarian

Committee Reports:

(redentials (harles Wesley

Order of Business Robert Lawrence

Special Music Combined Choris

Bible Study Dennis Phelps

Introduction of Motions

Louisiana College Report Rick Brewer

Baptist Collegiate Ministry Team Report Mark Robinson

Everyone.... Steve Horn
/David Hankins

Benediction Willis Easley

Tuesday Morning — November 15, 2016
Gevan Spinney, Presiding

(all to Order Gevan Spinney

Praise and Worship Jason Lovins

Prayer Matt Endris

Bible Study Dennis Phelps

Committee on Order of Business Report Robert Lawrence

Introduction of Motions

Pastoral Leadership Team Report Bill Robertson

Baptist Message report Will Hall

Moral & Social Concerns Committee Les Colvin

Election of Convention President

Miscellaneous Business

Announcements

Special Music Jason Lovins Band

Executive Board Report David Cranford

Partnership Missions Report Wayne Sheppard

Committee Reports

Committee on Nominations Philip Robertson

Committee on Committees Jake Roudkovski

Election of First Vice President

La. Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries Report Perry Hancock

Convention Worship Service

Special Music Ruth Shoup

Convention Sermon David Brooks

Benediction Stephen Young

Tuesday Afternoon — November 15, 2016
Gevan Spinney, Presiding

(all to Order Gevan Spinney

Praise and Worship Jason Lovins Band

Prayer Shane Nugent

Committee on Order of Business Report Robert Lawrence

Bible Study Dennis Phelps

Seminaries Report Dennis Phelps

State Missions Report — Pastoral Leadership Bill Robertson

IMB Report Gordon Fort

Missions and Ministry Team Report John Hebert

Election of Second Vice President

Resolutions Committee Report Scott Teutsch

Louisiana Baptist Foundation Report Wayne Taylor

Women's Missions and Ministry Report Janie Wise

Miscellaneous Business

Prayer Brad Delaughter

Special Music Jason Lovins Band

Message Mac Brunson

Introduction of New Ministers and Retirees David Hankins

Presentation of New Officers

Recognition of Outgoing Officers

Benediction Justin Haynes
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Pastor’s Confererce

Two former SBC presidents highlight
Pastor’s Conference speaker lineup

By BrR1AN BLACKWELL

Message Staff Writer

BALL — Two former Southern Baptist
Convention presidents will headline Louisiana
Baptists 2016 Pastors’ Conference, scheduled

for Nov. 13-14 at Kingsville
Baptist Church in Ball, with
a focus passage of Romans
13:11.

“Urgency is the theme of
this year’s pastor’s conference
because pastors should have a
sense of urgency in the pulpit
for people to have it in the
pew,” said Nathan Davis, presi-
dent of the Pastor’s Confer-
ence and pastor of First Baptist
Church in Coushatta. “Our
prayer and hope is that this
conference will encourage and
challenge pastors, staff mem-
bers, and lay leaders to realize
now is time to be urgent about
preaching the Gospel, evange-
lizing the lost, and encouraging
the brethren.”

DAY ONE

The conference will begin
at 6 p.m. Sunday with music
by Todd Dubose, minister of
music at First Baptist Church,
Minden, along with participa-
tion by area choirs.

David Allen, dean of the
School of Preaching at South-
western Baptist Theological
Seminary in Fort Worth, Texas,
will preach the first sermon.
James Merritt, pastor of Cross
Pointe Church, Duluth, Ga.,
will close out the opening ses-
sion. Merritt served as SBC
President from 2000-2001.

Monday, the conference will
resume at 8:30 a.m., with music
by Dubose and other vocal-
ists. Merritt and George Ross,
New Orleans city coordinator
with SEND North America,
will preach during the morning
session.

After a break for lunch,
the final session will feature
Johnny Hunt, pastor of First
Baptist Church, Woodstock,
Ga. Hunt and SBC president
from 2008-2009, and Nick
Floyd, son of past SBC Presi-
dent Ronnie Floyd and teach-
ing pastor for Cross Church in
Fayetteville, Ark.

DAYTWO

The second day also will include election of
Pastors’ Conference officers and presentation
of the three winners of the Louisiana College
Pastoral Ministry Award of Excellence.

Louisiana College will give awards in the

Preach the Gospel

500.

dl 1z el.e;tl énmmaulhey

November 13-14
Kingsville Baptist Church
Pineville, LA

PASTOR'S
CoONFERENCE

November 13-14, 2016
Kingsville Baptist Church
Ball, LA

George Ross

| Break for Lunch

| Ministers'Wives
Luncheon at
Kingsville Baptist
featuring
Meredith Floyd

Johnny Hunt

Nick Floyd

Todd DuBose, Minister of Music
at First Baptist Church in Minden,
and he will be joined by area choirs

categories of Sunday morning worship atten-
dance of up to 100, up to 500 and more than

The winners are, respectively, Cedric Mur-
phy, pastor of Providence No. 1 Baptist Church
in Ethel, Steve Armstrong, pastor of Westside

Community Church in Addis,

and Brad Jurkovich, pastor of
First Baptist Church in Bossier
City.

Also included in Monday’s
schedule is the Ministers’
Wives’ Luncheon.

Led by Meredith Floyd,
the wife of Nick Floyd, the
luncheon will take place at
11:30 a.m. at Kingsville Baptist
Church. The first 100 minis-
ters” wives to register will get
a gift bag filled with books,
brochures, and gifts graciously
donated by area churches and
ministries. Tickets can be
purchased for $15 at www.
louisianabaptists.org/mwl.

LAGNIAPPE

There will be a Timothy-
Barnabas retreat registration
giveaway, and the winner must
be present at the time of the
drawing.

Each pastor who attends
the conference will receive, at
minimum, two books - one by
David Allen and one by James
Merritt.

Those seeking childcare for
the event should contact Jason
McGuffie, vice president of the
Pastors’ Conference and pastor
of First Baptist Church, Tallu-
lah, at fbepastor.jason@yahoo.
com by Now. 6.

Childcare will be offered at
no charge to participants but
pre-registration is required.

WIDE APPEAL
Davis said he and his fellow
Pastors’ Conference officers —
McGuffie and Thumper Miller,
pastor of First Baptist Church,
Mansfield, and secretary-
treasurer — did their best to
find a good variety of speakers
who would appeal to a wide
audience of pastors and others
attending the conference.
“We are really hoping this
year’s Pastors’ Conference will
have a great attendance,” Davis
said. “Please encourage every-

one you know to come.
“It will be a great time for Louisiana Bap-
tists to gather together for a wonderful time of

worship,” he continued. “Over the last year, I
have spoken with former presidents of the Pas-
tors’ Conference, and they recalled times when
attendance was high and God did an awesome
work. Louisiana Baptists, ‘let’s bring it back.’”

CONVENTION HOTELS

Alexandria/Pineville
November 14-15, 2016

Baymont Inn & Suites
2301 N. MacArthur Dr./318.619.3300
Single/Double — $69

LA Baptist Convention

Best Western

2720 N. MacArthur Dr./318.445.5530
Single — $99, Double — $109, Suite — $129
LA Baptist Convention

Candlewood Suites
2344 N. MacArthur Dr./318.427.9020
Single/double — $99

Country Inn & Suites
2727 Monroe Hwy, Pineville/318.641.8332
Single/Double — $109, Suite — $129

Courtyard by Marriott

3830 Alexandria Mall Dr./318.445.2415
Single/Double — $109

Link for reservations: bit.ly2aPSfd9

Hampton Inn & Suites
6124 W. Calhoun Dr./318.445.4449
Single/Double — $119

Historic Hotel Bentley
200 DeSoto St./318.442.2226
Single — $125, Double — $145

Holiday Inn

Downtown Convention Center
701 4th Street/318.541.8333
Single/Double — $109

Home2Suites by Hilton
3800 Alexandria Mall Dr./318.704.6450
King/Double Queen — $119

Parc England Hotel
1321 Chappie James Ave./318.445.7574
Single/Double — $115

Sleep Inn and Suites
3411 Monroe Hwy, Pineville/318.640.8505
Single — $84, Double — $94
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CONVENTION COMMITTEE RESOLUTIONS

Jason Walsworth, Chairman pro tem

RESOLUTION 1: ON EXPRESSION OF APPRECIATION

WHEREAS, Many individuals and groups have had a part in
planning, preparing and conducting the 169th annual meeting of our
Louisiana Baptist Convention; and

WHEREAS, The messengers of this convention desire to warmly
recognize and express appreciation to the following:

Dr. David Brooks and the staff of Calvary Baptist Church, Alexan-
dria, for their assistance with details and for providing the use of the
facilities for this annual meeting; and

Dr. Gevan Spinney, Convention President, for his warm, gracious
spiritin leading, speaking and listening to Louisiana Baptists during the
year, and his gentle firmness in moderating this annual meeting; and

Jeremy Christ, Music Director for this annual meeting, for plan-
ning and coordinating the music and the musicians for their dedicated
service at the instruments; and

Jason Lovins Band, Special Music Leaders for this annual
meeting, for guiding us into meaningful worship and celebration and
providing spiritual refreshing; and

Robert Lawrence and members of the Order of Business Com-
mittee for planning this informative and inspirational annual meeting;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of this 169th session of
the Louisiana Baptist Convention, meeting in Alexandria, Louisiana,
November 14-15, 2016, express to each of the above, and to all who
contributed, our deepest heartfelt gratitude.

RESOLUTION 2: ON LOUISIANA BAPTISTS DISASTER RELIEF

WHEREAS, Record rainfall in northern Louisiana during March
2016 devastated in excess of 18,000 homes, impacting the lives of
hundreds of thousands of people in 36 of 64 parishes; and

WHEREAS, Parts of southern Louisiana experienced a 1,000-year-
rain in August 2106, causing flood damage to an estimated 155,000
homes in 24 parishes and creating property losses upwards from $50
billion; and

WHEREAS, During both disasters combined, our Louisiana Baptist
churches, pastors and members experienced tremendous losses of prop-
erties (many without flood insurance), including damage to structures
on 90 church campuses, and the homes of 70 pastors, with up to 75
percent of Livingston Parish, alone, suffering an estimated 75 percent
total loss of houses; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana Baptists were among the first responders in
the wake of the storms, providing food, water, supplies, and comfort to
people in need — in spite of personal and congregational losses; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana Baptists, joined by Southern Baptist volun-
teers and agencies from across the nation — including 28 states in the
latest disaster relief response — continue to minister on the front lines of
disaster relief in areas most affected by the storms, providing: solace to
victims and volunteers, hot meals for workers and displaced residents,
showers and laundry services to refresh people overwhelmed by the
muck and ooze, the mud-out and mold remediation of thousands of
homes and structures; and

WHEREAS, This ministry is provided with no strings attached and
with no government assistance; and

WHEREAS, Tens of thousands of Louisianans have experienced this
ministry as a demonstration of Christ’s love in action, and upon hearing
the presentation of the Gospel, many have come to a saving knowledge
of Jesus Christ, asking for the forgiveness of their sins and committing
their hearts to live for Him; and

WHEREAS, Reports from the field indicate enormous work remains
undone, especially with regard to rebuilding the flood-damaged or
destroyed facilities of numerous Louisiana Baptist congregations; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of this 169th session of the
Louisiana Baptist Convention, meeting in Alexandria, Louisiana, Novem-
ber 14-15, 2016, do hereby enthusiastically affirm the Louisiana Baptist
and Southern Baptist disaster relief organizations and volunteers, and
express our deepest gratitude to the thousands of Louisiana Baptists and
Southern Baptists who gave of themselves unselfishly to help people in
the devastated areas in this time of great need; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we thank the many Louisiana Baptist churches
who opened their doors to receive evacuees and to minister to them
both in word and deed; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we urge churches in unaffected areas, and from

other states, to engage with a specific flood-affected congregation as a
Partner, creating a long-term relationship to Pray — making weekly
contacts to receive needs that will be lifted up by the partnering church;
Participate — sending volunteers to work on construction projects;
Provide - giving financial resources to help with the rebuild and
operations, so that the Gospel continues to go forth in the flood-affected
community; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we recommit ourselves as a fellowship of Louisiana
Baptists to pray diligently for our brothers and sisters and fellow citizens
who seek to rebuild their lives and livelihoods in the midst of extremely
difficult circumstances.

RESOLUTION 3: ON SOUL-WINNING IN LOUISIANA

WHEREAS, The Bible says unless one is born again he cannot enter
Heaven (John 3:3); and

WHEREAS, God's Word defines being born again as a child of God in
terms of receiving Jesus, believing in His name (John 1:12) and revering
Him as Lord “in your hearts” (1 Peter 3:15); and

WHEREAS, Scripture instructs that faith in Jesus comes from hear-
ing the Gospel (Romans 10:17), emphasizing the need to ask so that
others may come (John 1:35-49; Mark 1:17; Matthew 4:19; Revelation
22:17); and

WHEREAS, Jesus set the example for personal evangelism, inten-
tionally proclaiming the Gospel, stating imperatively the need to receive
the Good News through faith and repentance (Mark 1:15); and

WHEREAS, His Great Commission commands us to share the Gospel
as we go — so others might be won, baptized and instructed in His Word
(Matthew 28:18-20); and

WHEREAS, Both the Old and New Testaments celebrate, elevate
and mandate soul-winning (Proverbs 11:30, 14:25; Matthew 4:19; Luke
5:10; 1 Corinthians 9:19-23; 2 Corinthians 5:11, 20); and

WHEREAS, Louisiana Baptists have been asked to support a
“Harvest” plan to reach everyone in our state with the Gospel of Jesus
by 2018 through intentional prayer, personal evangelism, crusades,
revivals, door-to-door campaigns, other local events, and strengthening
Sunday school and small groups; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of this 169th session of
the Louisiana Baptist Convention, meeting in Alexandria, Louisiana,
November 14-15, 2016, commend the “Harvest” soul-winning strategy
and commit to train, equip and mobilize for this unified effort to win our
state for Christ; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we urge every Louisiana Baptist pastor to lead his
congregation to participate in the Harvest, organizing members to pray
for every home in the local mission field, and planning events and
activities that provide opportunities to share the Gospel with every
person in the community, as part of a cooperative initiative in 2017-
2018 to reach everyone in our state with the Gospel of Jesus.

RESOLUTION 4: AGAINST HUMAN TRAFFICKING

WHEREAS, The Bible describes each individual as being created in
the image of God (Genesis 1:26-27) and affirms the sanctity and dignity
of all human life (Psalm 8:4-5); and

WHEREAS, God calls upon believers to speak up for those who can-
not defend themselves (Proverbs 31:8-9); and

WHEREAS, Scripture condemns slave traders as ungodly and sinful
(1Timothy 1:8-10); and

WHEREAS, There are an estimated 27 million persons worldwide
who are subject to slavery (enduring forced labor and being exploited in
sex trade), including 1.2 million children trafficked each year; and

WHEREAS, Tens of thousands of women and children in the United
States are forced into prostitution, including girls as young as 12-14
years old and boys aged 11-14 years old; and

WHEREAS, Profiteering from sex trade and promotion of selfish
sexual gratification perpetuate human trafficking and are evident in
many spheres of our culture, including the vast entertainment media
— with even such events as the NFL Super Bowl and NCAA Final Four
creating environments of sexual exploitation; and

WHEREAS, Despite having enacted the strictest anti-human
trafficking laws in the nation, Louisiana continues to be plagued by this
illicit, immoral and inhumane activity — with Shreveport on the -20 cor-
ridor and Baton Rouge on the I-10 corridor identified as major U.S. hubs
for human trafficking, and the sex trafficking of children in Louisiana so
common as to be named among the top five criminal priorities of the
FBI's Child Exploitation Task Force; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of this 169th session of
the Louisiana Baptist Convention, meeting in Alexandria, Louisiana,
November 14-15, 2016, do hereby condemn human trafficking; and be

it further

RESOLVED, That we affirm the efforts of law enforcement and other
professionals who combat human trafficking through their respective
domains of assignments; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we commend Louisiana Baptist ministries, agen-
cies and individuals who help rescue and bring healing and restoration
to trafficking victims in the name of Jesus Christ; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we call upon Louisiana Baptists to energetically
support ministry programs, and to pursue public policies through
lawmakers, seeking in both spheres at the local, state, national and
international levels to eradicate human trafficking while ministering to
the victims so that they might see the love of Christ in action, hear the
Gospel of salvation and seek hope in Him.

RESOLUTION 5: AGAINST THE SEXUAL POLITICS OF TRANSGENDERISM

WHEREAS, In the beginning God created male and female in His
image as the crowning act of Creation (Genesis 1:26-27); and

WHEREAS, God presents marriage as a foundational spiritual
concept, representing Christ as the Groom and the Church as His Bride
(Ephesians 5:31-32), and He instituted marriage among humans as
between one man and one woman — the union of the spouses to
promote procreation, establish the family and facilitate common good
in society (Genesis 1:28, 2:18—24); and

WHEREAS, Certain institutions within the United States have
purported to redefine marriage, including the Supreme Court, doing
violence against the Bible and natural order; and

WHEREAS, Such misquided efforts to try to abrogate the fun-
damental relationship of men and women has caused further radical
activism across the country, encouraging social engineers to attempt
to redefine human sexual identity in casual and fluid terms dependent
only on the subjective self-sense of an individual’s mind and not the
biology and physiology that has always defined it; and

WHEREAS, President Obama has issued “guidance” from his ad-
ministration, requiring transgender access in public school bathrooms
(biological males in female-only facilities, and biological females in
male-only private spaces) — rejecting the long-held definition of sex
that has been well-established in federal laws; ignoring the well-
founded scientific and medical conclusions that transgenderism is a
mental disorder and often a transient emotional and mental condi-
tion; and, refuting God’s clear design of male and female; and

WHEREAS, This political agenda is being advanced for an
estimated two-tenths of a percent of the population — who describe
themselves as “something else” other than heterosexual, homosexual
or bisexual, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion — in an attempt to re-engineer basic concepts of sexual identity,
man and woman, which are key constructs of the social notions of
family and home; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of this 169th session of
the Louisiana Baptist Convention, meeting in Alexandria, Louisiana,
November 14-15, 2016, do hereby declare our united belief that mar-
riage remains the union between one man and one woman, according
to God's Word; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we recognize and honor God’s explicit creation of
male and female, according to His supreme design; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we reiterate our love for all our neighbors,
including those who claim a transgender identity, and, we pledge
to minister to everyone, share the life-transforming Gospel with all
persons, and, as anyone repents and believes in Christ, receive them
into church membership (2 Corinthians 5:18-20; Galatians 5:14; 1
Corinthians 6:11); and be it further

RESOLVED, That we reject any law that directly contradicts
natural law and biblical truth, declaring such an unjust law; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That we applaud the efforts of public officials such
as Louisiana Attorney General Jeff Landry and the leaders in 10 other
states who have filed a lawsuit to prevent the federal government
from implementing a “massive social experiment” through an execu-
tive directive that puts children’s well-being and parent’s rights at risk;
and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we call upon Louisiana lawmakers to strengthen
the state’s 2010 Religious Freedom Restoration Act to clarify its
protections of the free exercise of religion for all those whose jobs,
professions, businesses, ministries, schools and personal freedoms are
threatened because their consciences will not allow them to recog-
nize, promote, or participate in activities associated with unbiblical
marriage, or, will not permit them to accept, condone or comply with
the sexual politics of transgenderism.
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GUIDELINES FOR THE MAKING
OF MOTIONS AT ANNUAL MEETING

Itis important to remember that motions may only deal with one topic at a time. When mak-
ing a motion, you should be as brief as possible and always begin with the phrase “I move
that..."If you are making a subsidiary motion (one that deals with a motion already on the
floor), it must be relevant to the motion currently under consideration and not be a motion
that is the same or substantially similar to one already dealt with by this convention. If your
motion is a privileged motion, it must not be dilatory (unnecessary or made only to delay
the conduct of business). If your motion seeks to amend the Louisiana Baptist Convention
Articles of Incorporation or Louisiana Baptist Convention Bylaws, please review these docu-
ments in advance for special rules regarding the process of amendment prior to offering your
motion. A copy of the LBC Articles of Incorporation and LBC Bylaws are found in your Book of
Reports.

Important Steps in wording your motion:

« A motion should direct that the Convention take some sort of action or refrain from taking
some action. Include only the action you want to see taken in your motion.

« Do not include supporting reasons for adopting your motion in the motion itself. This is
done during debate and as the maker of the motion, you will have first opportunity to speak
to your motion.

« Do not make a motion that the Convention not adopt some other main motion or attempt
to amend a main motion in such a way that it becomes the opposite of its original intent. If
you are against a certain motion, simply vote no.

« If you wish to amend a motion, you may move to strike out words from that motion and
replace them with other words or you may move to simply add or take away words from the
motion. Itis not proper to make a “substitute motion” which seeks to completely change the
words of a motion so that it is no longer what was originally offered.

« If you offer a motion during the report of a convention entity or the Executive Board, do not
address the person making the report; only address the chair and state your motion directly
to him.

The following may be used when making motions on the floor of the Louisiana Baptist
Convention. Please provide a copy to the President or Secretary before making your motion.

Proposed Motion to the Louisiana Baptist Convention

Name of Messenger:
Name of Church:

The wording of any motion should easily it on the lines below. When making your motion,
please state your name and the church from which you are a messenger. Then address the
chair as follows:

Mr. President:

I move that:

_LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE

“Three generations
of Galloway s serving
Louisiana Churches.”

www.Iouisianachurchinsilrance.com (J 800.256.0706 |

THANKYOU

LOUISIANA BAPTISTS

For making a difference
in the lives of
children and families!

318.343.2244
www.lbch.org
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Lowsiana Baptist Hispanics are reaching Indonesia

By BRIAN BLACKWELL
Message Staff Writer

On the surface, the situ-
ation seemed hopeless for a
Muslim woman suffering with
meningitis in Indonesia.

As the Louisiana Baptist
mission team of Hispanic
pastors made its way into
the living room, they offered
prayers for the woman who
was unconscious on the floor.

Not knowing if she would
survive, the group had to
leave. But, later they learned
God worked a miracle in the
woman’s life, receiving a
text message from the family
that left them speechless and
grateful.

“We saw a photo of her
walking around the neighbor-
hood, praising Jesus for how
He healed her,” said Carlos
Schmidt, Hispanic catalytic
church planter for Louisiana
Baptists. “This was just a
great victory.”

The incident occurred dur-
ing the team’s mission trip to
Indonesia in late May.

But Louisiana Baptist

/
)

Submitted photo

Louisiana Baptist team members enjoy a time of fellowship with an Indo-
nesian Christian during a mission trip there. Since 2014, Louisiana Baptist
Hispanic pastors and church members have taken a trip to Indonesia, an
island country located in southeast Asia. The primary mission of the team
is to assist the ministry of an English-speaking Christian couple, who live
there and are trying to reach a people group for Jesus.

Hispanic pastors and church
members have been visiting
Indonesia, an island country
located in Southeast Asia,
since 2014.

The primary mission for
the trips has been to assist the
ministry of an English-speak-
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ing Christian couple, who live
there and are trying to reach a
people group with the Gospel.
Efforts have included
drama performances in a
small English-speaking grade
school, helping lead a Vaca-
tion Bible School and build-
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ing relationships with villag-
ers in a mountainous small
town.

While Anglos are welcome
to participate in the mission
trip, Schmidt said Hispanics
are perfectly suited for win-
ning souls among the mainly
Muslim population of Indone-
sia — sharing the Gospel using
English-speaking interpreters.

“The people are very
relational and have similar
skin tone as Hispanics here,”
Schmidt said. “This allows
our Hispanic Louisiana Bap-
tists to go there and not have
as many barriers. Amazingly,
though Louisiana and Indone-
sia are separated geographi-
cally by several oceans, the
Latinos and Indonesians share
so much in common.”

While Schmidt said teams
have seen breakthroughs like
the Muslim woman accepting
Christ, he admits they also
have faced some opposition.

“We don’t see any back-
lash because of people sharing
about Jesus openly, but there
is opposition when people of-
ficially renounce their faith,”

ISIANA BAPY

NOVEMBER
2l - 21, 2016

29[

he said. “If they do that, they
face consequences such as
ostracizing by their families.

“So they begin having
home Bible studies, but don’t
officially convert publicly,”
he explained. “We are praying
that people who accept Christ
there become faithful believ-
ers who stand firm despite
the possibilities of the conse-
quences.”

As they near the fourth
year of the partnership in
Indonesia, Schmidt is asking
Louisiana Baptists to pray the
teams might find indigenous
believers to lead Bible studies
and continue the work started
during mission trips.

“Right now the ongoing
effort is sporadic,” he said.
“We want to bring it to a point
where once a month or every
couple of weeks, people are
coming together, learning
and sharing Bible stories, and
starting more home groups.
There are lots of spotty ef-
forts, but no steady coming
together. We want to see

See INDONESIA on 20

THIS COULD CHANGE YOUR STUDENTS™ STORY FOR ETERNITY.

REGISTER TODAY AT YECLOUISIANA.ORG AND THEN MEET US AT THE CAJUNDOME.
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Belarus o paqe 7

The goal for Louisiana
Baptists’ mission teams is to
visit all six provinces in Be-
larus by 2018, at a rate of two
per year.

“After three trips I have
found Belarusian Baptists need
to know they haven’t been
forgotten by the rest of the
world,” Ingram said. “Just our
presence is an encouragement
to them.

“People in Belarus are
searching for meaning in their
lives as they enjoy more free-
doms today than they have in
generations,” he said. “Pastors
say they need help in disci-
pling their church members,
so we have updated a Russian
language edition of Experi-
encing God, and are working
toward raising funds to have
Good and Evil Bible cop-
ies printed for them. We also
need pastors, staff and mem-
bers from Louisiana Baptist
churches to equip Belarusian
pastors in how to lead this
small group training in their
churches.”

Tommy Middleton, direc-
tor of missions for the Baptist
Association of Greater Baton
Rouge, took a team of eight
from his association during his
first trip to the country in Sep-
tember. He plans on returning
again in 2017 for two weeks.

Middleton said the church-
es in Belarus are intentional
in reaching all of the country
with the Gospel and that is
impacting on the teams from
the United States.

“It’s a type of partner-
ship that is healthy and worth
supporting,” Middleton said.
“When you go on a mission
trip, most of the time what we
bring to them doesn’t compare
to what God does in us and
changes us. What we bring to
them is helpful and encourag-
ing, but what God does in us is
more profound.”

Wayne Taylor, execu-
tive director of the Louisiana
Baptist Foundation, said the
most severe persecution of
Christians in Belarus ended in
the 1990s, but added that these
distant experiences still are
fresh in their minds.

He said the government
still uses oversight and regula-
tion as a form of persecution,
threatening to close churches,
for example, because of sup-
posed code violations.

Taylor hopes the work by
Louisiana Baptists will lift
the spirits of pastors and other
Christians in a largely-atheistic
country.

“Louisiana Baptists’ time
and money will be very well
spent there,” Taylor said.
“They know and remember
persecution, and just a little bit
of encouragement from us can
go a long way to help encour-
age them and to spread the
Gospel in Belarus.”

For information on how
to sign up for mission trips
or donate Bibles, email
Wayne.Sheppard@Louisi-
anaBaptists.org.
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medications. And the best part is they are Packaged by Exact Day and Time!

Doe, John
or DINNER o coosv

Pills

Here’s how it works.

A small box comes to you every month containing all your medicines
for that month. Inside are individual pouches, each clearly labeled

aPouch™ is truly a safe,
- it's the next best thin gmh ing a nurse

I changing lives.: one pouch at a time

by exact time of day for you to take your medicines.

nient way to manage your medicines
right there with you.

Get started right away!
Call 1.888.482.6859

All You Pay Is Your Co-Pay

lls..pouch

1.888.482.6859 « www.pillsinapouch.com

SAFE

PLANNING
Seniors’ Asset & Family

Estate Planning
Providing Financial Protection Programs

920 Pierremont Rd. Suite 105, Shreveport, LA 71106

For more than 20 years Steve and Blake Rainey have been showing
people they do not have to lose their life’s savings in case they or
their spouse goes into a long-term care facility. The testimonial below
is from someone with experience in the nursing home industry.

Lani Arnold retired as Admissions Director for a long term care facility after 20
plus years in the business where she witnessed first-hand the financial and emo-
tional devastation when a loved one is admitted to
a nursing home.

“I listened to spouse's fears of not having
enough money to live on while paying for a nurs-
ing home and how these couples had saved all
their lives for retirement with hopes of leaving
their children an inheritance,” Lani says.

These situations led Lani to investigate how
she could help people protect their assets when a
loved one went into a nursing home.

“l attended a S.A.FE. Planning seminar and [
talked with families who had used S.A.F.E. Plan-
nings services to see if they were happy with the
outcome,” Lani explains. “I also visited with both
Steve and Blake Rainey on numerous occasions to
make sure they too had a passion for the elderly.
I needed to be sure their concern was more about
people than profit. I called the Medicaid office and spoke to my case manager and
made sure everything that the Rainey s had told me was legal and above board. 1
had to feel comfortable referring S.A.F.E. Planning to my client-families because
my reputation was on the line too.”

“I don 't recommend a service that I have not investigated and know it is a safe
and secure company. Senior adults need protection. They deserve protection. They
have earned that right. I can honestly say Steve and Blake Rainey, along with Ric
Cochran, have their clients’ best interests at heart.

“I’ve witnessed these guys go above and beyond for families, and I highly rec-
ommend their services. They will walk the family through the Medicaid process and
fill out all the lengthy forms. They will fight for your rights and protect as much of
your assets as legally possible.”

Lani and her husband, Larry, attend Calvary Baptist Church in Shreveport.

If any church, group or organization would like a FREE
presentation, call our office at 318.869.3133 to book

us. We have information, and we don’t mind traveling.

You may watch our online videos at safeplanningseminars.net which are available
24/7. Download the free materials, including our Risk Assessment Worksheet.
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Meza from page 2

“His wisdom and un-
derstanding of the Hispanic
culture and people make him a
valuable resource in Southern
Baptist life, not only locally but
across Louisiana and the South-
ern Baptist Convention,” Moore
continued. “Carlos and his wife
Lupe have been longtime mem-

F/rst Ba,ot/st Church Denham Springs—Under Construction

bers of First Baptist Bossier and
he has been a faithful pastor to
several fellowships that are ac-
tive in our Association.

“This is why I am going
to nominate Carlos Meza as
second vice president of the
Louisiana Baptist Convention,”
Moore offered.

MIRROR

MINISTRIES

337.496.8071
contact@susannehughes.org
www.susannehughes.org

According to Louisiana
Baptist records, Meza started
Iglesia Bautista Del Calvario
in 2006. The church gives 10
percent of its undesignated re-
ceipts through the Cooperative
Program to support Southern
Baptist causes in the state,
North America and through-
out the world. Calvary Baptist
Church in Shreveport is the
sponsor of Meza’s church.

Meza has baptized seven
people in 2016 at his church,
which averages 45 in weekly
worship attendance, and Meza
said several more new believers
are schedule for baptism in the
weeks ahead.

In addition to pastoring his
church, Meza’s bio indicates he
serves on staff as a chaplain for
various hospitals in the Shreve-
port-Bossier City area.

Prior to being pastor of
Iglesia Bautista Del Calvario,
Meza was an evangelist and
Sunday school teacher at First
Baptist Church in Bossier City
and spent time serving in the
U.S. Air Force.

Born in San Antonio, Texas,
Meza moved to Louisiana in
1982. Meza and his wife, Lu-
pita, have five children and nine
grandchildren.

Spinney

__ frompage2

According to Louisiana
Baptist records, under Spin-
ney’s leadership, First Baptist
Church, Haughton’s attendance
has grown from about 400
prior to his tenure to about
800 now, and church receipts
have doubled. First Haughton
baptized 194 new believers
combined during the last two
years of reported data, and the
congregation contributes more
than 11 percent of its undes-
ignated offerings through the
Cooperative Program to support
Louisiana Baptist and Southern
Baptist missions and ministries.
Spinney’s bio indicates he was
licensed by First Haughton in

1992 and ordained by them in
1995. His ministry involves
four years as a youth pastor

at Red River Baptist Church,
Benton, and from 1999-2002
he was the associate pastor
and youth pastor at Rose Park
Baptist Church, Shreveport.
In 2002, Spinney became the
youth pastor at First Haughton
and was elected pastor a year
later.

Spinney is married to
Andrea L. Spinney and they
have three children: Jeb, Jake
and Jude. He is a graduate of
Haughton High School and
earned his bachelor’s de-
gree from East Texas Baptist
University in Marshall, Texas,
in 1998. Spinney earned his
M.Div. in 2005 and his D. Min.
in 2015 from New Orleans
Baptist Theological Seminary.

First Baptist Church Folsom—Under Construction
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WITH THE WRONG EQUIPMENT
SEEMS A LOT LIKE CHILD’S PLAY.

Toying around with ministry won't cut it in the real world. Your call to ministry is a call to
prepare. Southwestern Seminary will equip you to build on the foundation of Scripture and
maximize your ministry. Playtime is over. Don't be caught unprepared.

GET EQUIPPED FOR YOUR CALL. =2

swbts.edu SOU THWESTERN
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Haiti from page 3

this country for the Lord Jesus
Christ — an eternal impact with
the Gospel, for the Kingdom,
by reaching the people of Haiti
for Him.”

A Shout Haiti breakfast
is scheduled 7 a.m., Nov. 15,
at Calvary Baptist Church in
Alexandria, prior to the start of
the Tuesday morning session of
the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion 2016 Annual Meeting. The
free breakfast will include an
information session about mis-

|I1d0hESia from page 16

intentional discipleship and
people brought to the next
level.”

Schmidt welcomes poten-
tial Louisiana Baptist partners
to join the effort to reach
Indonesia with the Gospel.

“We want to maintain
continuity and do at least two
trips a year, with the possibil-
ity of a third one,” he said. “If
we don’t do enough trips in a
year there, it’s easy to lose a
little bit of ground when we

sions opportunities in Haiti.

Pre-registration is requested
at https://louisianabaptists.org/
event/haiti-shout-breakfast/.

To participate in a future
mission trip to Haiti, email
Wayne.Sheppard@louisiana-
baptists.org.

Financial contributions
can be made by check to the
Louisiana Baptist Foundation,
P.O. Box 311, Alexandria,

LA 71309, (Write “LA Reach
Haiti” in the memo line.).

“The more consistency we
establish, the greater the op-
portunities we have to reach
those people with the love of
Jesus.”

To give to the work in
Indonesia, send donations
to Iglesia Bautista La Vina,
2850 Helena Street, Kenner,
LA 70062.

For information about
how to partner in other
ways, call 318.448.3402, or
email carlos.schmidt@loui-

This Louisiana Baptist team recently spent time sharing Christ’s love in Haiti. At least 110 Haitians accept Christ
during the mid-October mission trip. Six mission trips are planned in 2017, with the possibility of increasing to
one trip a month.

Sam Moore, Evangelistic Ministries

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist. He has the gift
of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available
for revivals, crusades, Harvest Days and witness training.
Call or email to schedule your 2016 events.

20 back. sianabaptists.org. www.evangelistsammoore.com

sy: John Fleming, MD

2007 Louisiana Fimily Do tor of the Year

“Start children off on the way they should go,
and even when they are old they will not turn from it.”

Proverbs 22:6 NIV

Unfortunately, drugs and alcohol are more accessible to children than ever before.
The key to making sure our children are shielded from this temptation is a strong
relationship with Jesus Christ. In addition, there are many strategies parents can
use to ensure the safety of their children when it comes to drugs and alcohol.

Now, drug and alcohol prevention research is available from Dr. John Fleming in
the book Preventing Addiction. In this first-of-its-kind book, Dr. Fleming
introduces real ideas to prevent drug use and alcohol consumption in our children
based on medical science and on Dr. Fleming’s personal experience as a parent of
four grown children. He helps to fully explain the phenomenon of addiction and
shows parents the best new ways to raise and train children to avoid drug and

alcohol addiction.
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INSIGHT: The role of the Baptist Foundation

By JERRY LOVE
Director of Planned Giving

ALEXANDRIA - Recently
I was visiting with a friend
whom I’ve known for a number
of years. He is retired from a
full time church staff position
but still actively involved in
ministry.

He asked me a question that
caught me by surprise, given
his involvement in Baptist
life. “What does the Louisiana
Baptist Foundation do?”

As I attempted to give him a
quick explanation, I wondered
how many others understood
the work of the Foundation.

As an agency of the Loui-
siana Baptist Convention, the
Foundation encourages and
assists with gifts that benefit
Louisiana Baptist churches,
and Baptist institutions that are
affiliated with the LBC or the
Southern Baptist Convention.
The church or organization is
selected by the donor.

Sounds pretty straightfor-
ward but giving can be compli-
cated.

The LBF typically does
not receive gifts for its own
benefit. The beneficiary of gifts
directed to the Foundation,
whether a “pass-through” gift
or an endowment managed by
the Foundation, is a church or
Baptist purpose selected by the
donor.

There are many ways to
give, some as simple as writing
a check while other gifts can be
fairly complicated.

The Louisiana Baptist
Foundation can help a donor
determine the best manner and
the most appropriate asset to
gift.

OUTRIGHT GIFTS

The most basic gift is a
transfer of an asset directly to
the ministry selected. These
outright gifts can be made in a
number of ways: cash, securi-
ties, real estate, or personal
property.

The most common way to
make an immediate gift is by
writing a check. This type of
cash gift provides immediate
liquidity for charity and gener-
ates a charitable income tax
deduction for the donor in the
year of the gift.

However, giving cash is
not always the best option for
giving.

Gifts of stocks, bonds or
mutual funds can provide
greater tax benefits.

If you have owned securi-
ties for more than one year

Gifts directed to the Louisiana Baptist Foundation can be a ‘pass-through’ gift or an endowment managed by
the LBF for a church, ministry or Baptist project chosen by the donor.

and the fair market value has
increased since you purchased
them, you can avoid capital
gains tax and receive a charita-
ble income tax deduction equal
to the fair market value.

A gift of real estate that
has been held for more than a
year also has the advantage of
providing you with a charitable
deduction, as well as bypassing
capital gains tax on the appre-
ciation.

Selected artwork, books
and antiques are examples of
gifts of personal property that
can, in certain situations, be an
appropriate gift.

Rules for deducting these
types of gifts can be compli-
cated.

To ensure that any tangible
personal property qualifies
for a favorable charitable
tax deduction, it’s im-
portant make a note .
of those items and
discuss them with
a qualified advisor.

PLANNED GIFTS

The term
“planned gifts”
refers to specific
strategies that ben-
efit a ministry or
charity at some point
in the future, and may
offer immediate benefits
to the donor.

Bequests through a well-
planned Last Will and Testa-
ment are a primary way to care
for family members while pro-
viding a gift that will benefit
God’s kingdom.

A specific bequest such
as dollar amount, a particular
piece of property or a certain
percentage of the estate can
be stated in a Will to benefit
ministry.

Another strategy is to meet
the needs of family members
and leave the remainder, or the

“leftovers,” to benefit a minis-
try organization.

There are several other
planned giving options that can
provide income and potential
tax benefits to donors. Charita-
ble Gift Annuities and Chari-
table Remainder Trusts, though
different in form, can each
provide lifetime income to the
donor or donor’s family while
providing funds to further the
Gospel in the future. Each of
these can provide tax advan-
tages in addition to a chari-
table income tax deduction.

A Donor Advised Fund is
another specialized planned
gift that allows the donor to
make a charitable contribution
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currently, receive an income
tax deduction in the year the
gift is made and then “advise”
the fund how the money is to
be used in the future.

This allows several benefits
to the donor: tax planning,
a ready source of funds for
charitable gifts, satisfying gifts
to multiple ministries with
one contribution to the donor
advised fund.

The donor may also choose

Gift Annuity

to remain anonymous when
using a donor advised fund to
support ministry.

The LBF website, www.
LBFinfo.org, provides infor-
mation, illustrations and tools
regarding the gifts mentioned
above.

There are steps that we in-
vite you to take in preparation
for any giving situation.

First we encourage you to
pray about God’s purpose for
the assets He has entrusted to
your care.

Our website has a section
called “WHY GIVE/Achiev-
ing God’s Purposes for Your
Life” that may be a useful
guide.

Next, make a list of your

assets, the things, posses-
sions or “stuff” God
has entrusted to you.
You can visit the
ESTATE STEW-
ARDSHIP/
Gift Options
section of our
website to
get an idea
of the types
of assets that
can be gifted
and more
explanation of
the methods of
giving that are
available.
Finally, meet with
a qualified estate plan-
ning professional.

This person should listen to
the goals you have identified
and help form a plan of action
to help you efficiently achieve
those goals.

Check with your legal and/
or tax advisor. The Louisiana
Baptist Foundation staff is
always ready to assist in this
area as well.

For more information
please call 877.523.4636 or
visit our website at www.
LBFinfo.org.

%

%
o)
-
&

November 3, 2016 ® www.baptistmessage.com ® Louisiana Baptist MEessace

LA Baptist Foundation
continues Give-a-Gift

ALEXANDRIA — The
Louisiana Baptist Foundation
is continuing to use Give-
A-Gift to illustrate how the
Foundation assists individuals
with gifts that benefit Baptist
churches and ministries.

Each month in 2016 the
Louisiana Baptist Foundation
is giving away $1,000 and
you decide where it goes.

In each issue of the Baptist
Message and online at www.
baptistmessage.com/give-
a-gift a submission form is
available to participate. Once
a month, a name will be ran-
domly drawn from those who
submit a form.

The person, randomly se-
lected, will have the opportu-
nity to direct a $1,000 gift to
the Louisiana Baptist church,
ministry or organization they
choose.

Since March, the Founda-
tion has distributed $7,000 to
6 churches and the Louisiana
Baptist Children’s Home.

For more information go
online to BaptistMessage.
com/give-a-gift/ or call the
Foundation at 877.523.4636

Rollover your IRA

for year-end giving

ALEXANDRIA - As 2016
comes to a close, remember
IRA accounts can be used to
support local churches and
ministries.

At the end of 2015, Con-
gress made the IRA Charitable
Rollover a permanent part of
the tax code so individuals who
are 70 % years of age and above
can make distributions from
either traditional or Roth IRA’s
directly to the donor’s selected
charitable organization(s) with-
out being included as taxable
income to the donor.

The rollover provision par-
ticularly benefits those who do
not itemize on their federal in-
come tax return and those who
do not need the income from the
minimum required distribution
(MRD).

The basic facts regarding the
IRA Charitable Rollover:

-- Donor must be at least 70
1/2 years of age.

-- Donations of up to
$100,000 from an IRA made
directly to charitable organiza-
tions are not included in taxable
income.

-- Donations count toward
donor’s Minimum Required
Distribution.

For more information refer
to www.LBFinfo.org or contact
your CPA or tax advisor.
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Tousiana Notables

IXSON BROTHERS

ER AL O MES

H

Simoe F9OT
701 Jackson St. ® Alexandria, LA 71301 @ 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy @ Pineville, LA 71360 ® 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West ® Jena, LA 71342 @ 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. ® Marksville, LA 71351 @ 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com
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COMPLETE YmR DEGREE ON-LINE
= =
—Accelerated competencxﬁ - Outstanding Curriculum -
Based Degrees No'on campus time required
i il

- Programas Disponibles -

perC en Espaiiol

-40 years e - Open Enroliment -

Start Anytime

LouisiaNA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY

6301 Westport Ave. | Shreveport, LA 71129
318.686.2360 | www.lbu.edu

LBU

LOUISIANA BAPTIST
UNIVERSITY & SEMINARY

Louisiana IS A e
Baptist G}\ﬁEa é GIIT’]»
FOUNDATION WED PR e Ry oy e |

Each month in 2016 the Louisiana Baptist Foundation will
award a gift to 2 Louisiana Baptist Church or Ministry.

Help choose the recipient by completing the form below
and returning to the address listed. If your submission is
selected (at random), $1000.00 will be sent to the ministry
you have chosen.

Lakeshore Baptist Church in Monroe received $1000 for
September thanks to MaryAnn Butler. Mary Ann chose
her church because that’s where her heart is and
Lakeshore will use it to reach people in the community.

Mail completed form to: GIVE A GIFT
¢/o Louisiana Baptist Foundation
P.O. Box 311
Alexandria, LA 71309
L 4
>%
Name
Phone
eMail

Church or Ministry Selected:

For information, rules and a link to on-line submission,
go to: www.baptistmessage.com/give-a-gift/

LOUISIANA NOTABLES

ON THE MOVE
B Kirk, wife Natalie, Maxey is the new pastor
at Bentley Baptist Church.
B Trey McGuire is the new associate pastor at
Freedom Church, Bossier City.
W Scott Teutsch is the new pastor at Plain Deal-
ing Baptist Church, Plain Dealing.
B Randy (wife Chelby) Ziegler is the new
youth minister at Barksdale Baptist Church,
Bossier City.
M Silas (wife Lauren) Cross is the new pastor
at Simpson Baptist Church, Simpson.
B Dustin Walters is the new youth pastor at
(alvary Baptist Church, Slidell.
M Maudie Manzano is the new worship minis-
ter at Calvary Baptist Church, Slidell.
M Thomas Simmons is the new pastor at First
Baptist Church, Gramercy.

HOMECOMING

W Emmanuel Baptist Church, Arcadia: Home-
coming, Nov. 6, 10:30 a.m. with lunch to follow
after the service. Speaker: Don Woodard. Pas-
tor: Bob Jameson.

W (alvary Baptist Church, Shreveport: 90th
Homecoming, Nov. 13, 10:50 a.m. Speaker:
John Lary. Former music director Price Harris
and former Pastor Step Martin also will have
spots in the service. Music: Calvary’s adult and
children’s choir. Lunch, which will also serve
as the Church’s Thanksgiving dinner, will follow
the service. At the conclusion of the meal 90 food
baskets will be delivered to families in the com-
munity. Shreveport’s mayor Ollie Tyler wiill be
on hand to present a proclamation designating
Sunday as Calvary Baptist Sunday in Shreveport.
There will be a timeline with pictures and arti-
facts all through the foyer and gym where the
meal will be. Pastor: John Lary.

M Eastside Baptist Church, Rayville: Homecom-
ing, Nov 13, 10 am. Musm The Sanctuary
r

Quartet. Pastor: Kris Crawford.
REVIVAL

M Dunn Baptist Church, Delhi; Revival, Nov. 6-8,
Sunday Nov. 6, 6 p.m. Monday Nov. 7 & Tuesday
Nov. 8, 6:30 p.m. Evangelist: J.T. Strong. Music:
Sunday, Sanctuary Quartet, Monday, Ben
Waites, Tuesday, Southern Revelation. Pas-
tor: Bernard Duchesne, Jr.

B First Baptist Church, Krotz Springs: Revival,
Nov. 6-9, Sunday 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m., Mon-
day-Wednesday 7 p.m. There will be dinner on
the grounds following the moring service on
Sunday. Evangelist: Lyndon Longoria. Music:
Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: Chad Bolfa.

W First Baptist Church, Larose: Revival, Nov.
13-16, Sunday, 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.; Monday-
Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. nightly. Evangelist: Bill
Britt. Musicc Mackey Willis Family. Pastor:
Gary Handberry.

M Trinity  Baptist  Church, Jena: Harvest
Sunday, Nov. 20,9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Speaker:
Bill Britt. Pastor: Mike Russell.

LAGNIAPPE

W Hebron Baptist Church, Denham Springs: Har-
vest Party: A family celebration (sponsored
by the Children’s Ministry Team), Nov. 6, 5
p.m. There will be a bonfire, food, candy, a movie,
pumpkin patch and more. Bring your lawn chairs.
W Alto Baptist Church, Alto: “Pray for America
Sunday” commemoration, Nov. 6, 9:30 a.m.
community-wide prayer breakfast; 10:30 a.m,,
worship service. The service will include prayers,
testimonies, patriotic music, and a message by
the pastor. The Richland Parish Sheriff's Depart-
ment deputies and families will be honored as
special guests in the prayer breakfast and wor-
ship service as a part of the church’s Adopt-A-Cop
Ministry. All families and friends are encouraged
to jom the Alto congregatlon as they pray for

| Scripture Crypto

| The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse |
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An“a,” for example, may stand for a “t"in this week's issue of the ScriptureCrypto.

| Next week, “a” could stand for a “d." Each week, each letter is dlfferent Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All |
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

cqn sb udx xsb amxwb duhq smg sben; cygh

duhq xsb amxwb, bkbq duhq smg vhwbvwhgx,

America. Pastor: Alan Miller,

W Satsuma Baptist Church, Livingston: Arise,
Shine Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer,
Nov. 7,7 p.m. Pastor: Brad Delaughter.

W First Baptist Church, Pineville: First@First
Business Leader Luncheon, Nov. 7, noon.
Speaker: Dennis Dunn, Louisiana College
foothall coach. Cost: $10 and you may pay
at the door. Please RSVP to Melinda Langford
(mlangford@fbcpineville.net. Pastor: Stewart
Holloway.

W Walker Baptist Church, Walker: Internation-
al Mission Study, Nov. 12, 9:30 — 11:30 a.m.
Pastor: Richard Blue.

M First Baptist Church, Ruston: Community wide
services, Nov. 13, 6 p.m. Pastor: Chris Craig.

M The Bayou Church, Lafayette: Annual Chili/
Gumbo Cook-off, Nov. 13, 3:30-5:30 p.m. Cost:
Free. The cook-off will bring awareness to Op-
eration Christmas Child. Along with great chili
and qumbo to taste at each tent, there will be
live music, fun jumps, and more for your whole
family to enjoy. Make sure to bring lawn chairs,
blankets, and friends. Pastor: Mike Walker.

W Trinity Baptist Church, Lake Charles: Hunt-
ing and Fishing Expo, Nov. 15, Doors open at 5
p.m., Dinner at 6 p.m. and speaker starts at 7 p.m.
Speaker: Jimmy Houston, professional bass fish-
erman. Tables are for sale in the Activities Min-
istry office. Tables for this event seat 8 people.
Cost: Silver tables, $300; Bronze, $150 per table.
Tickets include food & entertainment. For more
information, contact Darin at dworthington@
thelcorg.

W Judson Baptist Retreat Center, St. Francisville:
Adult Fish Fry, Nov. 15, registration 9:30 - 10
am,; music, 10 am.; lunch will follow. After
lunch, there will be a prayer walk or prayer driv3
at JBRC. Cost: $10 per person. Music: Roy Wilson.
(all 225.634.7225 by Nov. 10 to reserve your
place.

- - - — — 1

| mn sb udx xsb ihynbq uycxb, xsb shyt jwhpg; cg |

| xsb yhwn jhaacqnbn ahgbg.

Clues:
| M=11N=Q

L

ybkmxmjdg bmisx:qmgb

Answer to October 20 Scripture Crypto:
Deuteronomy twenty-six:six |
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355 Melton
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years
experience, Family-Owned and
Operated. Variety of fabrics avail-
able. Work done on-site. ALL
WORK GUARANTEED. Call for
estimates: 601.776.6617. If re-
modeling your sanctuary, please
give us a call about upholstering
your pews!

BAYOU OAKS BAPTIST
CHURCH in Monroe, LA is seek-
ing a part-time worship leader
for Sunday morning services.
Please send résumés to Bayou
Oaks Baptist Church, 298 Joe
White Rd, Monroe LA 71203.

Holly Springs Baptist Church in Minden area is seeking a

BI-VOCATIONAL PASTOR

Small town church with a big heart
is looking for a bi-vocational pastor.

Please send résumés to
Holly Springs Baptist Church,
3165 Harris Rd.
Homer, LA 71045

FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER
FARM /LAWN & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

PETRUS

FEED & SEED STORES
Hwy 1 North, Alexandria

$30,000
C.0.P.D.

Diabetes

Congestive Heart Failure

We Can Get You a Policy Guaranteed
even if tured downed by other
companies

CALL TODAY

L.D. OMIRE

Financial Services

In business over 54 years

Committed to the Church! - 9 lve to foll the Sfmy,"

Revival Music ® Concerts @ Senior Adult Events

Itis our joy to serve in our churches,
25 years in Evmgeff;m.
| would love to help you as the Lord leads...

Please call me for your 2017 event !
Just feed me, a place to sleep & a love offering!

arris.com @ 3|834? A310/318.347.0046 ® pheal@anlmm

CHURCH POSITION

Hillcrest Baptist Church, Jasper, Texas,
is seeking a fulltime Associate Pastor/
Youth Minister/Missions Minister.
Send résumés to: Bro. David Nugent,
Hillcrest Baptist Church,

3196 U.S. Hwy. 190W. @ Jasper, Tx. 75951
or email rhondahsm02@yahoo.com.

SEEKING PASTOR

First Baptist Church, White Castle, LA
is seeking a bi-vocational pastor.

Please send resumes to:

Pastor Search Committee
P.0. Box 246 @ White Castle, LA 70788
Or email to: focwhitecastle@gmail.com

For more information, call
Bro. David Nugent at 409.384.3371.

First Baptist Church Arcadia is seeking a

MINISTER OF MUSIC

Send résumé to First Baptist Church, Arcadia,
Attention: Search Committee
2249 Hazel St. @ Arcadia, LA 71001
or email: fhcofarcadia@bellsouth.net

SEEKING PASTOR

West Lake Baptist Church is seeking a fulltime Pastor.

Please send all résumés to
P.0. Box 778 @ Doyline, La 71023

The Good News Gospel Trio

% "Wt ‘ “1
&V} = -—-!
B Homecomings ' -

\ ll

Please call: T.). Vercher at 318.308.5795 or Greg Thompson at 318.446.0539

Proclaiming the ‘Good News”in Song
(All Music Performed Live)

W Revivals

B Special Church Events

NEW HOPE BAPTIST of AVAILA BLE \
MONROE, LA, is seeking a Donald C. Bell :
FULL-TIME is available "
for Transitional, a1
\ B/ Supply or Interim / ™
PA}S)-IJ-—, BJ!J Music Worship  {{ ( \\
If you are interested, we ask mNoLoumana. N
: ; To contact Bell, \
that you send a résumé to il ot
blhhampton@comcast.net. dchkeb@earthlink.net

1 800 844 3254

Louisiana Baptist

Children's Home

& Family Ministries

L6

SEEKING FULL-TIME

CAMPUS FOSTER PARENTS

Husband/wife teams needed for the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home,
Monroe, LA. These full-time positions include salary, housing, life and
medical insurance, annuity, paid vacation, and training. Provide love,
care, and hope in Christ to children in need.

For information, contact Susan Nolan at: 318.343.2244 or snolan@lbch.org

SEEKING FULL-TIME AND PART-TIME

COTTAGE MANAGERS

Ladies are needed for the Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home, Monroe,
LA, to serve in HomePlace, a transitional living ministry for homeless
children and their mothers. The full-time position includes salary, hous-
ing, life and medical insurance, annuity, paid vacation, and training.
Provide love, care, and hope in Christ to children and families in need.
Both full-time and part-time positions require 24-hour work schedules.

For information, contact Susan Clark at 318.343.2244 or sclark@Ibch.org

SEEKING A

SENIOR PASTO

New Life Baptist Church located in Deridder LA, is searching for [l
a senior pastor. We ask that you would share this information
and be a partin the Lord’s plan for His church.

Please send résumés to
PastorSearch@NLBCD.ORG
or call 337.396.1899.

~ Feliciana Baptist Church of Clinton, LA
is seeking a full-time worship leader.

Please send resumes to:
Feliciana Baptist Church
P 0 Box 428 @ Clinton LA 70722

or email résumés to felicianabc@att.net

‘The Bus Guy’

DAVID LINDSEY
20 years experience
New & Pre-Owned Church Buses

My Goal is Sinpte
“/ want ¢ be your Bus éﬂy g
Call 877.853.3236

www.masterstransportation.com

dlindsey@masterstransportation.com

Chapel Needed

Young ranch owner is seeking an unused

small chapel/church or older small building
_ _to be repurposed for same and to be moved

/ o ‘\,\ to a rural location for another use.

i

\
\-

l*or more details, please contact
C. Broxson at 337.463.6271 or
I . email acwrenpa@bellsouth.net

‘ [oaiolo]
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