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Louisiana grocer’s ‘Gospel ad’ draws national response

ALEXANDRIA (LBM) -- 
Critics from across the country 
chimed in via the internet re-
cently to target Reggy Mc-
Daniel, owner of Mac’s Fresh 
Market stores with locations in 
Arkansas, Louisiana and Mis-

ROBELINE – Evangelist Sam Moore 
originally planned to preach just 10 days 
at the revival he led for the First Baptist 
Church in Robeline.

However, what began with a Disciple 
Now youth weekend retreat at church 
on Jan. 18 continued until Feb. 6, an ad-
ditional nine days after the congregation 
extended the revival services two times.

Church officials reported 50 people re-
pented and committed to live for Christ 
and that 38 of the new converts were 
baptized during the services.

Moore thanked God for sending the 
Holy Spirit to stir the people’s hearts.

“The altars were full every night as the 
invitation was extended, and believers 
prayed for the lost and for themselves,” 
Moore said. “Many publicly declared 
they had experienced personal revival in 
their lives. This church has really been in 
a state of revival for several years now. 
This church is very serious and inten-
tional about prayer and outreach. God 
blessed their efforts and faithfulness.”

Brian Ray, pastor of First Baptist Ro-

sissippi, because of a Christian-
based message he published 
in his grocery chain’s weekly 
mailer.

McDaniel, a member of 
Kelly Baptist Church in Kelly, 
said he did not intend to cause 
a political controversy, but 
simply wanted to use a cur-
rent topic to shine the light 

of Christ in a spiritually dark 
world.

The ad, mailed out in early 
February, contained the mes-
sage: “Heaven has a wall, a gate 
and a strict immigration policy. 
Hell has open borders. Let that 
sink in.”

Robeline afire 
during recent 
Gospel revival

Pastor Brian Ray baptized Shaylee Rowe, one of 38 new converts during revival services at First 
Baptist Church, Robeline. The revival services were extended two times and saw 50 people repent 
and commit to live for Christ over the course of 19 days.

Inaugural ‘Church Resource Expo’ set
PELICAN –The inaugu-

ral Church Resource Expo 
will be held March 1, at 
no charge for attendees or 
vendors.

Organizers expect more 
than 40 vendors to partici-

pate and are planning for a 
crowd of 400 at the Clara 
Springs Baptist Camp event 
in Pelican. 

Insurance representa-
tives, office suppliers, copier 
sales and service providers, 

janitorial supply distributors 
and others will share infor-
mation about the different 
products and support they 
can offer churches. There 

Pucik assumes 
leadership of
the Northshore 

COVINGTON – Don 
Pucik, a former Louisiana 
Baptist pastor who moved 
out of state in 2002, has 
returned as association 
mission strategist for the 
Northshore Baptist Asso-
ciation.

Pucik, who served as 
senior pastor of Wynne 
Baptist Church in Wynne, 
Arkansas since 2013, said 
he is excited about the 
opportunity to minister to 
pastors in a state where he 
once served.

“For us it’s a homecom-
ing,” Pucik said. “Two of 
our six kids were born 
here and the rest of them 
grew up here. We have 
always loved Louisiana, 
particularly south Louisi-
ana’s culture. We’ve always 
loved the celebrated spirit 
of Louisiana life. We are 
really delighted to be back 
and we are looking for-

See EXPO, page 2
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beline, said the extended 
revival was not about the 
pastor, congregation or who 
was on the schedule but was 
all about God’s presence in 
the services.

“Every ounce of glory 
goes directly to Him,” 
Ray said. “It’s not about 
the church. We can’t save 
anybody. � at light always 
refl ects Him.”

PRAYING FOR REVIVAL

� e church made prepara-
tions for the revival months 
in advance.

In October, each member 
was asked to pray for fi ve 
lost people by name. More-
over, the congregation faith-
fully prayed in the following 
months, asking for wisdom, 
discernment and revival, as 
well as to plead that God’s 
presence fi ll the worship 
center during each service.

“Without prayer it is 
impossible,” Ray said. “We 
prayed that God would give 
us clean hearts and then 
prayed others’ would change 
their hearts. Calling out 
names specifi cally to God 
is a big part. Many of those 

names are now names that 
are written in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life.”

Katherine White was 
among those who responded 
to a call of repentance. She 
turned to Christ during the 
Jan. 22 revival meeting, and 
was baptized the following 
evening.

“At that moment I heard 
Sam Moore give the invita-
tion, I started crying and 
struggled to stop,” she said. 
“I knew he was talking to 
me. Satan didn’t want me to 
get up and walk down the 
aisle, but I realized I needed 
Jesus, that I needed a rela-
tionship with Him.

“So I took that courage 

that Jesus put in me and 
walked down the aisle,” she 
said. “I felt a weight o�  my 
shoulder. It was the best 
thing I have ever experi-
enced. I thank Jesus every 
day for saving me.”

SEEING CONTINUED REVIVAL

First Baptist Robeline’s re-
vival services have conclud-
ed, but Ray believes God has 
much more in store for his 
church and the community.

“Just because the meet-
ing is over doesn’t mean the 
revival ended,” Ray said, 
“and we know we have to be 

good stewards of it moving 
forward. 

“When we get our hearts 
as Christians aligned and 
we get humble and repent 
of our sins, our hearts begin 
to match up with the heart 
of God,” he continued. “We 
are seeing people not only 
invite others to church, but 
see them in the community 
invite people to follow Jesus 
on the spot. We are blessed 
with a church family that 
consists of a lot of soul-
winners. � at’s the heart of 
revival – to have a stirring 
inside our hearts that others 
might be saved.”

will be Christian entertain-
ment, too.

 One of the largest ven-
dors, Sysco Foods, will host 
a church food show that 
will spotlight various foods 
ideal for serving at Vacation 
Bible School, dinner on the 
grounds and other  events.

� e expo will begin with 
a minister’s conference at 3 
p.m., but the general public 
will need to wait for the main 
exhibit hall and food show to 
open at 5 p.m.  

Twenty-four breakout 
sessions by vendors are being 
o� ered during the expo, and 
door prizes donated by ven-
dors will be awarded.

� e expo will conclude 
with two events: a demon-
stration from Xtreme Obedi-
ence, a ministry that utilizes 
dogs to share the Gospel, and 
a small concert by the Allen 
Family. 

For more information 
go to www.clarasprings.
com, or call director Bubba 
Mills, 318.796.3875.
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HERE FOR YOU IS CONNECTING 
WITH PEOPLE ACROSS LOUISIANA!

REMEMBER, YOUR COMMUNITY WILL NOT CONNECT YOU 
WITH HERE FOR YOU UNLESS YOU MAKE THE CONNECTION.

HOW CAN YOU CONNECT WITH HERE FOR YOU?

*TOTALS DO NOT INCLUDE SOCIAL MEDIA FIGURES. 2019 SUPER BOWL NUMBERS NOT AVAILABLE AT PRESS TIME.

    OVER 325,000 PEOPLE HAVE SEEN THE SPOTS SINCE MID 2014*

    MORE THAN 849,000 PEOPLE SAW THE SPOT IN LAST YEAR’S SUPER BOWL*

    VISIT LOUISIANABAPTISTS.ORG/HEREFORYOU, ENTER THE   
 PASSWORD: luke1423

    WATCH CONNECTING WITH HERE FOR YOU VIDEO, LOOK 
 FOR 7 WAYS TO CONNECT WITH HERE FOR YOU FOR IDEAS 
 AND RESOURCES

After the ad was pub-
lished, state and national 
newspapers, television 
stations and blogs issued 
reports on the response 
from customers and other 
people.

� e criticism on the 
company’s Facebook page 
included accusations 
of “false teaching” and 
complained about mix-
ing religion, business and 
politics:

“You have lost several 
customers and consider-
ing this is a very small 
community, you will feel 
the impact,” one person 
posted. Another person 
wrote: “How’s about you 
just stick to selling food? 
Leave Jesus and your poli-
tics out of it.”

But, McDaniel said he 
has received positive mes-
sages via phone calls and 
emails, too, originating 
from 25 states and even 
Canada.

“I supported you 
before and will continue. 
You care about our lo-
cal community (unlike 
our other local grocery) 
thank you for taking a 
stand. � e atmosphere in 
your stores with Christian 
music playing soothes my 
soul. May God continue 
to bless you as you stand 
up for your faith and 

freedom of speech,” one 
person posted on Mac’s 
Facebook page. Another 
person added, “We love 
you [Reggy], We love 
Mac’s! Stand strong, we 
need more Christians to 
speak up!”

McDaniel said he has 
included Christian-based 
messages in his chain’s 
circulars for more than 
20 years and that he has 
received a few negative 
comments in the past, but 
nothing compared to the 
large national response to 
the most recent edition.

“All I was trying to do 
was point people to Jesus, 
and I’m guilty of that,” 
McDaniel told the Baptist 
Message. “And I’m still 
doing that.”

McDaniel said he is 
burdened about shed-
ding light on the issue of 
eternity.

“You can face Jesus 
when you go to Heaven 
or you can face God to 
put you somewhere you 
don’t want to go,” he said. 
“If Jesus doesn’t come get 
you at the gate of Heaven 
and let you in, you’re not 
going to get in. And you’re 
going to face that ever-
judging God. 

“God hasn’t changed 
from the Old Testament 
to the New Testament,” 

he continued. “Jesus has 
all the mercy we want 
and all the forgiveness we 
want. We just have to go 
to Him to get it. I’m not 
the judge as to who will 
get to Heaven, but we’re 
all to point people to 
Christ and let Him work 
with them.”

McDaniel, who submit-
ted his life to Christ when 
he was seven years old, 
said all Christians have a 
mandate to share Jesus in 
their daily lives.

“� at’s what He has 
commanded us to do, to 
go and spread the Gospel,” 
he said. “� at’s our duty. 
� at’s just our service to 
God. Why would I not 
want to do that, knowing 
what awaits people in an 
eternal Hell.”

McDaniel said he is 

thankful for those who 
have supported his deci-
sion to share Christian 
messages on his grocery 
chain’s mailer, and he will 
continue to incorporate 
Jesus in his business.

“Pray for us to continue 
to spread God’s Word -- 
and pray for everyone else 
to do the same,” he said. 

McDaniel also said it is 
important to engage the 

political process with the 
Gospel.

“People need to stand 
up and be counted,” he 
said. “When it comes to 
standing up for the prin-
ciples of God, we should 
stand right there with our 
elected leaders and tell 
them where we stand. 

“We are required to 
work for God no matter 
what,” he added.
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Maintaining his signature theme of the “Gospel Above All,” SBC President 
J.D. Greear detailed his plan to battle sex abuse and its enablers during 
the SBC Executive Committee meeting Feb. 18 in Nashville.

Greear calls for cover-up probe, 
2 SBC entity heads repent

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(LBM) — J.D. Greear has 
asked the Executive Com-
mittee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention to 
undertake the “necessary 
steps to determine wheth-
er the following churches 
meet the standards of 
having a faith and practice 
which closely identifies 
with the Convention’s ad-
opted statement of faith.”

Greear, SBC president 
and pastor of The Sum-
mit in North Carolina, 
targeted six Texas congre-
gations, two churches in 
Georgia and one each in 
Kentucky and Arkansas 
that were identified with 
cover-up behavior in an 
exposé by the Houston 
Chronicle and the San 
Antonio Express-News 

relating to convictions, 
confessions and credible 
accusations of sex abuse 
involving 380 Southern 
Baptists pastors, deacons, 
staff, ministry leaders 
and volunteers and 700 
victims during a period of 
two decades. About 220 of 
the perpetrators were con-
victed or made plea deals.

Greear made his case 
during the Feb. 18-19 
meeting of the SBC Ex-
ecutive Committee in 
Nashville.

The SBC fellowship of 
churches included about 
47,500 congregations with 
a membership of about 15 
million in 41 state conven-
tions as of 2017, the most 
recent data collected. In 
1998, there were about 
40,870 churches with 
more than 15.7 million 
members.

Despite general records 

of attendance, etc., calcu-
lating an incident rate is 
not possible as there is no 
database with an accurate 
count of the ebb and flow 
of people in SBC congre-
gations or the movement 
of pastors, members and 
ministry leaders from 
1998-2018. Likewise, the 
actual number of those 
harmed by sexual abuse 
is not known because not 
all incidents are reported 
to outside authorities by 
churches or victims.

D. August (Augie) Boto, 
the interim president and 
CEO of the SBC Executive 
Committee, told report-
ers who were part of the 
investigative news series 
that the exposure of this 
sin within churches was 
“good” because “it is going 
to heighten awareness” 
among churches that too 
often are “soft targets” for 

sexual predators.
In his SBC EC remarks, 

Greear also welcomed 
the news coverage about 
sexual abuse for “shining a 
light on the magnitude of 
this horrific sin.”

“We need to regard 
any exposure, any shining 
of light on abuse, as our 
friend, even if it makes us 
ask some uncomfortable 
questions about ourselves, 
publicly,” he added.

MOHLER, AKIN APOLOGIZE

Greear did not address 
what steps might be taken 
regarding the admission 
by two SBC entity leaders 
that they had wrongly sup-
ported a pastor accused of 
concealing sexual abuse in 
his ministry.

Responding in an inter-
view published Feb. 14 in 
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the Houston Chronicle, R. 
Albert Mohler, president 
of the Southern Baptist 
� eological Seminary in 
Louisville, Kentucky, said 
he “erred in being part of 
a statement supportive” of 
C.J. Mahaney, who was a 
defendant in a class action 
lawsuit alleging in part 
“a conspiracy to permit 
sexual deviants to have un-
fettered access to children 
for purpose of predation,” 
involving children as young 
as three years old, and ob-
struction of justice.

Mohler signed a state-
ment of support after the 
lawsuit was dismissed in 
2013 -- because of the stat-

Al Mohler

ute of limitations and not 
its merits -- vouching for 
Mahaney’s “personal integ-
rity, according to the Bap-
tist Press. About the time 
of the lawsuits, Mahaney 
moved his ministry, Sover-
eign Grace Ministries, now 
known as Sovereign Grace 
Churches, from Maryland 
to Louisville. 

Mohler told the Chroni-
cle he regretted his “rather 
dismissive” actions and his 
lack of “due regard to the 
claims made by the victims 
and survivors.”

Daniel Akin, president 
of the Southeastern Bap-
tist � eological Seminary, 
also was contacted by the 

Danny Akin

Chronicle, and responded 
similarly.

Akin told the Chronicle 
he did not think Sovereign 
Grace handled the accusa-
tions well. 

“I think they could have 
been far more transparent,” 
he said. “I think they could 
have been far more forth-
coming. Even to this day, 
there’s still a lack of clar-
ity,” adding that transpar-
ency would have “saved a 
lot of people a lot of grief.”

Mahaney spoke at 
SEBTS in 2013 during the 
turmoil of the lawsuit and 
about the time of the pub-
lic statement of support by 
Mohler.

 
EZELL’S CLERGY-PENITENT 

CLAIM REVISITED

Meanwhile, an alleged 
cover-up involving Kevin 
Ezell, president of the SBC 
North American Mission 
Board, continues to linger.

Joni Hannigan, a veteran 
Southern Baptist reporter, 
brought up the issue in an 
article about the sexual 
abuse resolution passed 
by messengers to the 2018 
SBC Annual Meeting in 
Dallas.

Hannigan noted that the 
consensus statement omit-
ted any reference to “cler-
gy-penitent privilege,” a 
claim Ezell made in 2004 as 
pastor of Highview Baptist 
Church in Louisville with 
regard to not testifying 
against a sexual predator 
who was a member of the 
congregation and reported-
ly a Sunday school teacher 
and choir volunteer. 

� e man also had been 
employed at one time by 
the school operated by the 
church.

Eventually the preda-
tor pled guilty to sexually 
abusing seven boys who 
were his students when he 
was a public school teacher 
in the 1970s and 1980s.

Hannigan posted the 
article on her website, 
� e Truth Is In Crisis, and 
although her article largely 
quoted what had been 
published by the Louisville 
Courier Journal article at 
the time of the contro-
versy, she received strong 
pushback from NAMB to 
remove the post, and was 
even warned she had put 
herself “into a potentially 
libelous situation.”

SEXUAL PREDATORS IN LOUISIANA

� e Houston Chronicle 
database included informa-
tion about four men who 
previously served as Louisi-
ana Baptist pastors, youth 
ministers and volunteers 
and were convicted of or 
pled guilty to sexual abuse 
crimes:
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I PETER 1:3
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 -- Holland Farrell Mc-
Morris, former pastor of 
Paradise Baptist Church, 
Ball, was convicted in 2010 
in a Rapides Parish court 
and is serving a 25-year 
sentence in a Louisiana 
state prison for sex crimes.

-- Angelo “Doogie” 
Golatt, former youth vol-
unteer at Donahue Family 
Church, Pineville (now 
named Journey Church), 
was arrested in 2006 in 
Jerome County, Idaho, 
where he was charged 
with two counts of sexual 
abuse/exploitation of a 
vulnerable adult, and later 
pleaded guilty to a reduced 
battery charge. He was 
sentenced to four counts 
of forcible rape in 2012 in a 
Rapides Parish court and is 
serving a 40-year sentence 
in Louisiana.

-- James Robert Gri�  n, 
former volunteer associate 
pastor at Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Slidell, was con-
victed in 2009 in St. Tam-
many Parish of aggravated 

incest and pornography 
involving juveniles.

-- Jonathan Bailey, for-
mer youth minister at the 
First Baptist Church, New 
Orleans, was convicted 
in 2016 in Orleans Parish 
with 12 felonies, including 
molestation of a juvenile, 
indecent behavior with a 
juvenile and obstruction. 
He is serving a 10-year 
sentence in Louisiana.

FRIENDLY COOPERATION CHANGES

Greear also asked the 
SBC Executive Committee 
to amend SBC documents 
to disqualify any church 
for membership that 
shows “a wanton disregard 
for sexual abuse and for 
caring for the survivors.” 
Comparing the sins of 
sexual abuse and cover up 
with the issue of a church 
a�  rming homosexuality, 
which is a basis for disfel-
lowship in the SBC, Greear 
said “our position on this 
issue is clear.”

“We must take seri-
ously that our position 
on abuse is clear too,” he 
underscored.

� e change would add 
tolerance of sexual abuse 
to the items that identify a 

church as not “in friendly 
cooperation” with “a faith 
and practice which closely 
identifi es with the conven-
tion’s adopted statement of 
faith.”

Greear made a number 

Amy Whit� eld (at podium) of Southeastern Seminary voiced a prayer for victims of sexual abuse at the Southern 
Baptist Convention Executive Committee meeting in Nashville Feb. 18. 

of other detailed recom-
mendations regarding the 
problem of sexual abuse, 
including a call for: “a sea-
son of lament, sorrow, and 
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Pucik from page one
ward to the future.”

CALLED TO SERVE

Pucik was raised in a 
family that practiced Ro-
man Catholicism, but he 
turned from God and reli-
gion when he entered high 
school, he told the Baptist 
Message. However, before 
his senior year he found 
Christ during a worship 
service at a Baptist church 
in Dayton, Ohio.

“In high school, I 
stepped back away from all 
things church, God and re-
ligion,” he said. “� e world 
for me became a very dark 
place. I met some genuine 
Christians who invited me 
to church and it was there 
in a storefront mission 
church that I heard the 
Gospel for the fi rst time. 
By faith I trusted Him and 
He changed my heart.”

While at the University 
of Texas, Pucik started a 
Bible study and it quickly 
grew too big for his dor-
mitory room. He realized 

then God was calling him 
into vocational ministry, 
and he soon transferred 
to Blue Mountain College 
in Blue Mountain, Missis-
sippi, to train for ministry.

During the years that 
followed, Pucik served 
as associate pastor and 
church administrator 
at First Baptist Church, 
Beverly Hills, California; 
pastor of Dumas Baptist 
Church, Dumas, Missis-
sippi; pastor of New Cove-
nant Baptist Mission, Lake 
Charles; associate pastor 
and minister of outreach at 
First Baptist Church, Lake 
Charles; pastor of mem-
bership and ministry at 
Crosspoint Baptist Church, 
Baton Rouge; editor of 
pastoral content at Life-
Way Christian Resources 
and pastor to singles at � e 
Peoples Church in Frank-
lin, Tennessee; and, associ-
ate executive director of 
the Arkansas Baptist State 
Convention in Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

He and his wife, Gail, 

have six children and two 
grandsons. 

VISION TO MINISTER

Pucik said his vision is 
four-fold, explaining that 
he will focus his e� orts 
to: lift up Jesus; fulfi ll the 
Great Commission and 
evangelize the lost; en-
courage pastors, ministers 
and church leaders; and, 
strengthen churches.

“My personal convic-
tion is the Lord has a plan 
for the Northshore,” he 
said. “My task is to dis-
cover and get in on what 
the Lord is doing. What 
we need is a vision of God 
like Isaiah has and in the 
context of pursuing Him 
and seeing His face, that 
will be clear.

“How we do our work 
is just as important as 
what we do,” he continued. 
“� e last thing we need is 
another busy associational 
calendar. We want to be 
focused on what the Lord 
has in mind.”

repentance”; “evaluating” 
the possibility of a data-
base listing known preda-
tors;  adding questions to 
the Annual Church Profi le 
“to verify” prevention poli-
cies are in place; support 
for resources that are being 
developed as a “training 
standard” for Southern 
Baptists; agreement on 
three “Statement of Princi-
ples on Abuse” (seminaries, 
state conventions, associa-
tions); immediate review 
at every level of “policies 
and procedures relating 
to abuse”; “background 
checks, at a minimum, for 
all SBC standing commit-
tees and trustee appoint-
ments”; and, reexamina-
tion of “our ordination 
processes.”

Greear closed his re-
marks to the SBC Execu-
tive Committee by refl ect-
ing on the future of the 
SBC.

“I believe the Holy Spir-
it has great days ahead,” 
he said. “If we keep the 
Gospel above all, heed the 

voice of the Holy Spirit, 
commit ourselves to His 
mission, and cast ourselves 
upon His mercy, the gates 
of Hell will not stand a 
chance.”
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-
HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East 
Quitman, Mississippi 39355  
Melton & Sandra Davis. 30-
plus years experience, Family-
Owned and Operated. Variety 
of fabrics available. Work done 
on-site. ALL WORK GUAR-
ANTEED. Call for estimates: 
601.776.6617. If remodeling 
your sanctuary, please give us 
a call about upholstering your 
pews!

MAKING HYMNS GREAT 
AGAIN!  Bob McClure, founder 
of the Dove awarded Life FM 
Radio Network, is promoting 
‘Making Hymns Great Again’.  
Bob is a World War II US Navy 
veteran that started in the 
South Pacific and ended at the 
massive invasion of Okinawa in 
1945 when the USA exploded 
the two atomic bombs over 
South Japan that began the 
Atomic Era.  The Lord has since 
allowed Bob to build WWQK 
FM in Oak Ridge, TN where the 
two bombs were made and 
where the famous Oak Ridge 
Quartet originated.  Over the 
past seventy plus years he has 
seen a steady decline of use of 
HYMNS in church.  To find out 
how to help make the HYMNS 
great again, email Bob McClure 
at Bob@TheLifeFM.com.

MURPHY CHOIR ROBES – In-
terested in new choir robes or 
baptismal robes.  Check out our 
great line of styles and colors 
that will enhance your music 
ministry and worship greatly.  
Contact your Louisiana apparel  
specialist, Mel Yorks, for more 
information at 337.540.4670.  
Our current sale is 15% off your 
Custom Choir Apparel order 
by March 15, 2019.  More sales 
throughout the year.

Call Advertising Director Rhon-
da Havens at 318.449.4351 or 
877.234.3832 to place your ads.
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Answer to February 14 Scripture Crypto:
Revelation fifteen: four

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues:
Y = D;  G = A

gky pnqk pq fguq wd bduq, wnq fqkwibvdk

yqxvsqbqy wnq tbvjdkqbj wd wnq fgtwgvk do wnq 

aigby; riw tgix pgj jiooqbqy wd ypqxx rl nvujqxo pvwn

g jdxyvqb wngw eqtw nvu.

gfwj wpqkwl-qvanw:jvhwqqk

EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you have a Revival, 
Homecoming, a new pastor, a community 
outreach or a concert? The Baptist Message 
would love to share your church news with 
the rest of the state. It is very easy to do, just 
send in your information (who, what, where 
and when) to philip@baptistmessage.com or 
call 318.449.4345. To get your event in the 
paper, please submit your information three 
weeks prior to the event.

IN REMEMBERANCE

n Grace Lee, wife of former Louisiana 
Baptist Convention Executive Director  Rob-
ert L. Lee, went home to be with the Lord 
on Jan. 27, 2019.  She passed away in her 
home surround-
ed by her fam-
ily holding her 
hands and sing-
ing “Just a Closer 
Walk with Thee.” 
She was affec-
tionately referred 
to through the 
years as “Amaz-
ing Grace” by 
her husband and friends because of her 
gracious Christian sprit and servant heart.  
There will be a memorial service to honor 
her life on March 1 at 6 p.m. at FBC Pinev-
ille. Visitation will be held from 4-6 p.m. in 
the sanctuary. Following the service, there 
will be a supper/fellowship in the FBC fel-
lowship hall commemorating the 40 years 
that Grace helped coordinate and preside 
over an annual International Fellowship 
for foreign born persons within the com-
munity. The family invites everyone to bring 
their “favorite dish of their land.”

ON THE MOVE

n Lexi Cole is the new youth minister at 
Alto Baptist Church, Alto.
n Brian Martin is the new Pastor at Man-
chac Baptist Church, Akers.

REVIVAL

n Calvary Baptist Church, Merryville: 

Louisiana Notables

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

Spring Revival, March 2-5, 7 p.m. night-
ly, Sunday, 10:45 a.m. Evangelist: Jason 
Townley, pastor of Pine Ridge Baptist 
Church, Melder will speak nightly but will 
not speak at the Sunday morning worship 
service. Pastor: Jim Miers.
n First Baptist Church, Dubach: Revival, 
March 3-6. Evangelist: Lyndon Longoria. 
Pastor: Cory Bruce.
n Summer Grove Baptist Church, Shreve-
port: Bill Glass Crusade, March 1-2, Fri-
day, 5:30 p.m. tailgate party, 6:30 p.m.: 
Equip & Ignite. Cost: $25. Evangelist: Bill 
Glass, Behind the Walls Ministry. Worship: 
Price Harris.  
n Yankee Springs Baptist Church, Castor: 
Revival, March 10-13, Sunday 10:30 & 6 
p.m. Monday-Wednesday 6 p.m. Worship: 
WeRCalled. Pastor: Larry Carr.
n Bogue Chitto Baptist Church, Mt. Her-
mon: Revival, March 10-13, Sunday, 10:30 
a.m .and 5:30pm. Monday-Wednesday, 
6:30pm; Evangelist/Worship: The Allen 
Family. Pastor: Calvin Crowe.
n Beauregard Memorial Baptist Church, 
Longville: Revival, March 10-13. Evange-
list: Scotty McDowell, chalk artist. Pas-
tor: Jimmy Clark.
n Open Door Baptist Church, Ragley: Dedi-
cation of new worship center, March 15, 
Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Sonny Simp-
son.

LAGNIAPPE

n Clark Springs Baptist Church of Eros, LA 
is in search of a pastor.  Please send your 
résumé to Pastor Search Committee, Clark 
Springs Baptist Church, 139 Clark Springs 
Road, Eros, LA 71238 or email to clark-
springsbaptist@yahoo.com.  The church of-
fice number is 318-249-2149.
n Kingston Road Baptist Church, Shreve-
port: Fifth Sunday Singing, March 31, 
5-7 p.m. If interested in participating in 
the singing, please call Cathy Davis at 
318.775.5643. Everyone is invited. Pastor: 
Jeremy Spurling.
n First Baptist Church, Slidell: Parade 
Outreach, March 1, 4 p.m. This year during 
the Selene Parade on the front lawn of the 

church, we will provide food, cups, candy, 
and hot chocolate. Pastor: Casey Stark.
n First Baptist Church, West Monroe:  
Fresh Grounded Faith, March 1-2, Fri-
day, 7-9:30 p.m. Saturday, 9 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. This event is being co-hosted by Mt. 
Vernon Baptist Church, West Monroe. Fea-
turing: Jennifer Rothschild. Special Guests: 
Lisa Whelchel, Karen Abercrombie 
and Michael O’Brien. Cost: $49 and $54. 
For tickets and more information, go to 
http://www.freshgroundedfaith.com/
west-monroe-la. Pastor: Michael Woods.
n New Hope Baptist Church, Choudrant: 
15th Annual Wild Games Supper, 
March 2, 6 p.m..  Speaker:  Grant Taylor, 
Buck Commander. Pastor: Dwayne Monk.
n First Baptist Church, Pineville: First@
First Business Leader Luncheon, 
March 4, noon. Speaker: Justin Charles, 
Louisiana College head football 
coach. Cost: $10 and you may pay at the 
door. Please RSVP to Stewart Holloway 
(sholloway@fbcpineville.net.) Pastor: 
Stewart Holloway.
n Airline Baptist Church, Bossier City: 
Tribute Quartet in concert, March 10, 
6 p.m. Pastor: Terry Young.
n Temple Baptist Church, Ruston: Annu-
al Volunteer Appreciation Banquet, 
March 12, 6 p.m. Guest Speaker: Dennis 
Swanberg. Pastor: Reggie Bridges.
n First Baptist Church, Covington: Adults 
55+ Young at Heart Spring Celebra-
tion, March 12, 9 a.m. to noon. The event 
features the music, humor, and inspiration 
of Branson’s own Doug Gabriel & Fam-
ily. Cost: $10 (payable at the door) and 
includes lunch. Deadline to register is 4 
p.m., March 6. Register at www.fbccov.
org/all-events/young-atheart-march-12/ 
or call the church office at 985.892.2149. 
Please register by individual names un-
less you are registering and paying with 

one check for your group. Note: Seating 
is limited and the caterer must be paid 
for all who are registered by the deadline 
so please contact the church before the 
deadline if you must cancel.  Pastor: Way-
lon Bailey.
n Jerusalem Baptist Church, Hammond: 
Craft and Car Show, March 16. Vendor 
spots are open. For more information, call 
the church office at 225.294.2001. Pastor: 
Phil Weaver.
n Shiloh Christian Fellowship Baptist 
Church, New Orleans: Excellence in Min-
istry Conference, March 16, 9 a.m.-4 
p.m. at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary.Speakers: Shateek Nobles, 
pastor of My Redeemer; Fred Luter, 
pastor of Franklin Avenue Baptist 

Church, Leroy Fountain, vice presi-
dent of Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion.  Attendees will learn how to build 
effective leadership teams; stimulate 
church growth and utilize 21st century 
Outreach Techniques. The goal of this 
year’s conference is to equip attendees 
with resources to make a difference to 
make a difference in their community, 
Church and their family. Cost: $15. RSVP @ 
Eventbrite, by phone 504.948.4599 or by 
email resvp2019nola@gmail.com. Pastor: 
Michael B. Raymond.
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Alexandria Baton Rouge Monroe Shreveport
First West Baptist Church

311 Mill Street
West Monroe

Alpine Baptist Church
7215 Shreveport Hwy

Pineville

Northpoint Community Church
4204 Airline Drive

Bossier City

Woodlawn Baptist Church
5805 Jones Creek Road

Baton Rouge

To Register Go to www.connect127.org
DCFS will receive 11 CE's through LCWTA, all other professionals will sign up for CE's when registering.

April 5-6

Come experience practical teaching in a supportive community as we equip families, 
churches and professionals to better serve children impacted by adoption and foster care. 

I wish all parents, grandparents, teachers, physicians and 
counselors could regularly attend this conference. It's a 

life-changer every single time! 
Eva Boger~ Adoptive mother

Louisiana Baptist Children's Home
and Family Ministries




