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YOUTH EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

More than 6,000 students and adult chaperones packed the Rapides Parish Coliseum in Alexandria for the 2018Youth Evangelism Celebra-
tion Nov. 18-19.  Extensive renovations to the coliseum had forced a move to south Louisiana for the past four years.

‘Change’ is theme & reality for YEC ‘18
ALEXANDRIA – Hundreds of stu-

dents embraced a call to “change the 
world for Christ” during the 2018 Youth 
Evangelism Conference, coinciding with 
a change in venue for the annual event as 
it returned to the confines of its tradi-
tional home at the Rapides Parish Coli-
seum in Alexandria.

Extensive renovations to the coliseum 
had forced a move to south Louisiana for 
the past four years.

“Being back at the Coliseum is like 
coming home; it’s a good fit,” said Keith 
Manuel, evangelism and church growth 
director for Louisiana Baptists. “We’ve 
been blessed to have a great response to 
YEC at every location, however, being in 
central Louisiana allows us to make the 
most effective use of our resources and 
strategically reach more students across 
the state for Christ. 

“The coliseum staff and upgrades 
made this a welcome and accommo-
dating environment to freely share the 
Word of God and respond to spiritual 
needs,” he added.

Fathers & sons to highlight speakers at ECON 2019
COVINGTON – Fred Luter 

and David Hankins will share the 
stage with theirs sons, Chip and 
Eric, respectively, in a rare father-
son preaching engagement during 
the 2019 Louisiana Baptist Evan-
gelism Conference, Jan. 28-29, at 
the First Baptist Church, Coving-
ton.

Fred Luter, pastor of Frank-

lin Avenue Baptist Church, New 
Orleans, and Chip Luter, pastor of 
Idlewild Baptist Church’s Sulphur 
Springs campus, Tampa, Florida, 
will preach during the opening 
session. 

David Hankins, executive 
director for Louisiana Baptists, 
and his son Eric Hankins, pas-
tor of the First Baptist Church, 
Fairhope, Alabama, will be on the 
program for the morning session 
of the second day of the meetings.

MAKING A CHANGE

Chip served under his dad’s 
leadership at Franklin Avenue 
Baptist for five years; however, 
even then they rarely preached 
together at the same event.

“To be able to have Chip at 
home and be a part of our state 
Evangelism Conference alongside 
me means a lot,” said Fred Luter. 
“The excitement of having my son 
preaching on the same day togeth-

er, for only the third time, is hard 
for me to put into words.”

Throughout his ministry, Fred 
Luter has emphasized the impor-
tance of men taking an active role 
in leadership of their families-
-something he did not experience 
as a child. When he married, he 
promised his wife Elizabeth he 
would “break the cycle” and in-
tentionally disciple their children, 

GILBERT – Sharon Fer-
rington’s heart went cold 
after her boyfriend passed 
away in February, but the 

Death leads to life for Gilbert woman
Christ-like legacy he left 
behind combined with a 
profound question by her 
sister, Susan Hill, made 
Ferrington consider her 
eternal future.

“She asked me, ‘If you 

died today, would you go 
to Heaven?’ and I told her, 
‘I’m not sure because I’m 
not saved,’” Ferrington 
recalls of the September 
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LBC Executive Director Search Committee meets, elects chairman
ALEXANDRIA (LBM) 

– � e Louisiana Baptist 
Convention’s 15-member 
Executive Director Search 
Committee held its fi rst 
meeting Nov. 27, focusing 
on prayer but also com-
pleting the fi rst actions of 
o�  cial business, according 
to a press release from the 
committee.

Members elected Way-
lon Bailey, pastor of the 
First Baptist Church in 
Covington, as chair, and be-
gan developing a profi le of 
the type of candidate they 
are seeking to lead Louisi-

ana Baptists.
Bailey, who also is presi-

dent of the LBC Executive 
Board, told the Baptist Mes-
sage the committee under-
stands the near “impossibil-
ity” of pleasing everyone. 

But he said, “We want 
to do our very best for the 
future of our state. Our 
state needs Louisiana Bap-
tists in order to be its very 
best.”

� e committee will 
nominate a successor to 
LBC Executive Director 
David Hankins, who an-
nounced Nov. 12 his plans 

to retire June 30, 2019. � e 
LBC Executive Board will 
vote on the nominee, as 
stated in the state conven-
tion’s Articles of Incorpora-
tion.

Bailey said the process 
for Southern Baptists to 
recommend candidates, or, 
for interested individuals 
to apply, is a simple one. 
Names and resumes should 
be emailed to Bailey at 
lbcexedirsearch@gmail.
com or sent via postal mail 
to “Dr. Waylon Bailey, C/O 
First Baptist Church, 16333 
Hwy. 1085, Covington, LA 
70433.” 

Materials must be sent 
electronically or post-
marked no later than Janu-
ary 15.

“We will pray fervently 
and we will seek diligently 
the person God would bring 
before us,” Bailey said in 
his closing comments to 
the Baptist Message. “Please 
pray for God‘s guidance and 
for our discernment.”

LBC Executive Board 
Bylaws state the Executive 
Director Search Committee 
shall be composed of the 
Executive Committee and 
the Nominating Commit-
tee of the Board. Bailey is 
joined by:

Shannon Brown, mem-
ber, Franklin Avenue Bap-

tist Church, New Orleans
Chris Craig, pastor, First 

Baptist Church, Ruston
Brad Delaughter, pastor, 

Satsuma Baptist Church, 
Livingston

David Goza, pastor, 
Je� erson Baptist Church, 
Baton Rouge

George Guillory, pastor, 
Glen Oaks Baptist Church, 
Baton Rouge

Glen Harrigill, pastor, 
Riverside Baptist Church, 
Vidalia

Michael Hawley, mem-
ber and former pastor, 
Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Ruston

Jason Hoychick, pastor, 
Westview Baptist Church, 
DeRidder

Chuck Lowman, mem-
ber, Florida Boulevard Bap-
tist Church, Baton Rouge

Carlos Meza, pastor, 
Iglesia Bautista del Cal-
vario, Shreveport

� umper Miller, pas-
tor, First Baptist Church, 
Mansfi eld

Dwayne Monk, pastor, 
New Hope Baptist Church, 
Choudrant

Clark Stewart, pastor, 
New Zion Baptist Church, 
Covington

Scott Wilfong, member, 
Parkview Baptist Church, 
Baton Rouge

Waylon Bailey, pastor of First Baptist 
Church in Covington and president 
of the Louisiana Baptist Executive 
Commmittee, was elected chairman  
of the search committee seeking a 
new executive director for the LBC.
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METAIRIE – Memorial 
Baptist Church and School 
recently went “all in” for the 
Louisiana Baptist Children’s 
Home Fall Food Roundup 
and collected more than 
30,000 items that will be 
used to help feed and pro-
vide supplies for residents 
at the ministry’s campus 
in Monroe throughout the 
upcoming year.

The effort was embraced 
by the students, parents and 
church members as they 
worked together to surpass 
their all-time record.

One class at the 335-stu-
dent school collected 5,000 
items and was rewarded 
with a trip to a local res-
taurant. The congrega-
tion, which averages 125 in 
Sunday morning worship, 
also gave $2,200 and set up a 
Facebook donation page that 
raised an additional $1,000.

Pastor Dan Pritchett even 

Challenge given, challenge met; Pastor shaves head for food roundup

stepped up to provide extra 
motivation for the drive by 
offering to shave his head 
if more than 30,000 non-
perishable groceries, paper 
products, and cleaning sup-
plies were contributed to the 
drive.

“In previous years, 
the school principal and I 
competed with one another, 
with the person coming 
in second sleeping on our 
church roof,” Pritchett said. 
“We finally had gotten at 
a place where we needed 
something fresh and wanted 
the Lord to blow this up. 
Then I walked in one day 
and one of the parents 
asked, ‘What if Pastor Dan 
shaved his head?’ My wife 
wasn’t really crazy about me 
agreeing to shave my head, 
but she decided it was okay 
because of how important it 
is to our church and school.”

Participation has in-
creased greatly since five 
years ago when 20,000 items 
were collected. Now, Pritch-
ett believes his congregation 
and school are ready to step 
to the challenge he is mak-
ing to any church or associa-
tion in the state.

“Memorial will take on 
any church or association 
and we will compete with 
them for who can give the 
most items,” Pritchett said. 
“If we win, then their pas-
tor or director of missions 
comes down here and we 
throw a big party for who-
ever sleeps on our roof. Then 
if they win, we will drive to 
their church or association 
and we will throw a party at 
their place and sleep on their 
roof.

“We are at a place where 
we can go bigger with this,” 
he continued. “Friendly 
completion for the glory of 
God can make a big differ-
ence in the Kingdom and for 
the Fall Food Roundup.”

The annual Fall Food 
Roundup began in the early 
1900s. 

Children’s Home cottage 
dads and staff drive across 
the state over a four-week 
period in the fall to collect 
the items at church collec-
tion points. The coopera-
tive effort provides non-
perishable food needs for an 
entire year. Money received 
from the Fall Food Roundup 
is used to purchase milk, 
bread, eggs, meat and fresh 
produce needed throughout 
the year.

“Pastor Dan Pritchett and 
principal Jerry Riggs have 
created an incredible culture 
of compassion at Memorial 
Baptist Church and School,” 
said Perry Hancock, presi-
dent and CEO of the Chil-
dren’s Home. “I was over-
whelmed when I entered 
the sanctuary and saw over 
30,000 items that church 
members and students had 
collected for the Fall Food 
Roundup. I cannot thank 
them all enough for meeting 
the needs of our children at 
LBCH.”

Principal Jerry Riggs, Pastor Dan Pritchett and Children’s Home CEO and 
President Perry Hancock stand behind some of the 30,000 items collected for 
the Children’s Home Fall Food Roundup.
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Your gifts through the Cooperative Program 
and the Georgia Barnette State Missions 
Offering enable 500,000 Louisiana Baptists 
to share God’s greatest gift across the state 
and around the world.

On behalf and Dr. Hankins and entire State 
Missions Services Staff, Merry Christmas.

Your gifts through the Cooperative Program 
and the Georgia Barnette State Missions 
Offering enable 500,000 Louisiana Baptists 
to share God’s greatest gift across the state 
and around the world.

On behalf and Dr. Hankins and entire State 
Missions Services Staff, Merry Christmas.
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postmarked after that date will be recorded for the 2019 year.
To ensure your CP gifts are recorded for 2018, they must be postmarked by December 31, 2018.  Any gifts 
postmarked after that date will be recorded for the 2019 year.

This NASA file photo, Earthrise, was 
taken by Apollo 8 Lunar Module Pilot 
William Anders during the first manned 
mission to the moon as it entered orbit 
on Dec. 24, 1968. Earthrise became one 
of the most iconic photographs from all 
of the Apollo missions and one of the 
most reproduced space photographs 
of all time. That evening, Houston 
time, the astronauts - Commander 
Frank Borman, Command Module Pilot 
Jim Lovell, and Anders - held a live 
broadcast from lunar orbit, in which 
they showed pictures of the Earth and 
moon as seen from their spacecraft. 
Said Lovell, “The vast loneliness is awe-
inspiring and it makes you realize just 
what you have back there on Earth.” 
They ended the broadcast with the 
crew taking turns reading from the 
book of Genesis.

50th anniversary of Apollo 8 Christmas at the moon
ALEXANDRIA (LBM) 

– Violence in the streets, 
racial tensions and a clash 
in social values mark a 
divide in the nation in 
2018, but such turmoil 
also framed 1968, when 
the world was rocked by 
upheavals on a number of 
levels. 

Like now, there was 
a sense of “heaviness” 
across the country and 
the globe.

But as the year drew to 
a close, NASA sent three 
men into space – the first 
time humans had broken 
free of the earth’s gravita-
tional pull – mesmerizing 
the world as their space 
capsule circled the moon 
ten times as a prelude 
mission to a lunar landing 
by Apollo 9 the next year.

The crew of Air Force 
Colonel Frank Borman 
(mission commander), 
Navy Captain James A. 

Lovell Jr. (command 
module pilot) and Air 
Force Major William 
A. Anders (lunar mod-
ule pilot) made six live 
broadcasts from takeoff 
Dec. 21 until splashdown 
Dec. 27. But perhaps the 
most memorable of these 
came on Christmas Eve, 
during the ninth orbit of 
the mission.

Borman began the 
morning with some 
observations about the 
moon’s “vast loneliness,” 
calling it “awe-inspiring.” 

Then toward the end 
of the broadcast, the 
three astronauts shared 
another lasting impres-
sion with the world 
-- “our feeling of close-
ness to the Creator of all 
things,” Borman would 
later say in his autobiog-
raphy, “Countdown.”

Lovell held a piece 
of fireproof paper and a 
light, while Anders told 
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Apollo 8 from page 4

The crew of Apollo 8 -- astronauts Jim Lovell, Bill Anders, and Frank Bor-
man -- pose in their spacesuits in front of the Kennedy Space Center sim-
ulator in this NASA file shot. Apollo 8, the first manned mission to the 
moon, entered lunar orbit on Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, 1968. That evening, 
Houston time, the astronauts held a live broadcast while orbiting the 
moon, showed pictures of the Earth and moon as seen from their space-
craft. They ended the broadcast by reading from the book of Genesis.

the world, “We are ap-
proaching lunar sunrise. 
For the people back on 
the earth, the crew of 
Apollo 8 has a message 
that we would like to 
send to you.”

With the onboard 
television camera fo-
cused on the moon, 
Anders began reading:

“In the beginning 
God created the heaven 
and the earth. And the 
earth was without form, 
and void; and darkness 
was upon the face of the 
deep. And the Spirit of 
God moved upon the 
face of the waters. And 
God said, Let there be 
light: and there was 
light. And God saw the 
light, that it was good: 
and God divided the 
light from the darkness.” 
(Genesis 1:1-4)

Lovell continued shar-
ing the passage, saying:

“And God called the 

light Day, and the dark-
ness he called Night. 
And the evening and the 
morning were the first 
day. And God said, Let 
there be a firmament 
in the midst of the wa-
ters, and let it divide the 
waters from the waters. 
And God made the fir-
mament, and divided the 
waters which were under 
the firmament from the 
waters which were above 
the firmament: and it 
was so. And God called 
the firmament Heaven. 
And the evening and the 
morning were the sec-
ond day.” (Genesis 1:5-8)

Then Borman brought 
the time of reflection to 
a close:

“And God said, Let the 
waters under the heaven 
be gathered together 
unto one place, and let 
the dry land appear: and 
it was so. And God called 
the dry land Earth; and 

the gathering together 
of the waters called the 
Seas: and God saw that 
it was good.” (Genesis 
1:9-10)

Borman also closed 
the broadcast, wishing 
everyone “Merry Christ-
mas” and saying, “God 
bless all of you, all of you 
on the good earth.”

Neil Armstrong’s 
statement, “One small 
step for man, one giant 
leap for mankind,” dur-
ing his historic walk on 
the moon the next year, 
might be best remem-
bered among phrases ut-
tered during the Apollo 
moon missions.

But 50 years ago, the 
watching world, steeped 
in crises and chaos, 
heard a profound mes-
sage from the orbit of 
the moon, a message of 
everlasting hope found 
in “the Creator of all 
things.”
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• Avoid losing all your savings and investments!
• Your home is now a bigger target than ever—learn ways to 

protect it!
• Avoid leaving a spouse financially devastated!
• Does your will leave everything to your spouse? It might be a 

HUGE MISTAKE!
• How could changing Medicaid rules and Expanded Medicaid

affect you? 
• Do you know how a spouse can receive up to $3,090 per 

month of the income of their spouse in a nursing home and have 
their care paid for even while owning substantial assets?

• Do you understand Gifting Rules, Look-Back Periods, how 
Medicaid treats common “tax loopholes” and ignores pre-
nuptial agreements? Find out!

• Could an Irrevocable Trust become your worst enemy? 
Learn the pitfalls and traps!

• Do you know why it may be a bad idea to put kids’ names on 
your accounts?

• Do you know how preserving assets can better assure a 
patient’s quality of care and quality of life? 

• Is a loved one already in a nursing home or receiving care? 
Find out why it may not be too late to save their estate!

( C o p y  a n d  p o s t  t h i s  f r i e n d l y  r e m i n d e r )

Experience Counts!
920 Pierremont Rd, Suite 105  

Shreveport, LA 71106
1-888-836-2738
safeplanning.net

Contact us about speaking 
to your group!

No one should lose 
everything they own paying 

for long-term care!

We provide speakers to groups all 
over Louisiana to educate families 
about the single-greatest financial 

threat most have failed to 
adequately address.

Information online:
• Visit us at safeplanning.net
• “Like” us on Facebook at 

facebook.com/safeplanninginc
• We offer a video course and free 

planning tools to download at 
safeplanningseminars.net

q Register and learn about Protecting Assets from 
Nursing Home Costs and Medicaid

even if someone is already receiving care.
FREE ESTATE RESCUE WORKSHOP

JANUARY 10th (Thursday) at 10 am-Noon
Broadmoor Branch Library 

1212 Capt. Shreve Drive — Shreveport

Don’t let your estate 
go down the drain!

R e s e r v e  y o u r  s e a t s  2 4 / 7  O n l i n e :  
s a f e p l a n n i n g s e m i n a r s . n e t / e v e n t 1

O r  b y  P h o n e :  3 1 8 - 8 6 9 - 3 1 3 3

FOR CHRIST’S SAKE

Evangelist Drew Wor-
sham headlined the gather-
ing, Nov. 18-19, challenging 
Louisiana Baptist teens in 
multiple sessions to share 
what Christ has done in 
their lives, and encourag-
ing them to change the 
world for the Lord.

“He is not done with 
you, yet, and He has an as-
signment and purpose for 
you,” Worsham said in one 
of his messages to more 
than 6,000 students and 
adult chaperones. “And 
that assignment is to make 
Him known.”

The theme of “Change” 
was based on Romans 12:1-
2. 

The two-day event also 
included award-winning 
Christian band Rush of 
Fools, event master of cer-
emonies Joseph Sojourner, 
event disc jockey DJ Vow, 
a demonstration by the 
Real Encounter BMX 

team, testimonies from 
students and concerts by 
former American Idol con-
testant Colton Dixon and 
the all-sibling band Bonray. 

Throughout the con-
ference, students and 
adult leaders were asked 
to intentionally reach 
out to classmates, family 
members, co-workers and 
others with the message 
of the Gospel. Moreover, 
during the Monday after-
noon session, Worsham 
led a training session on 
how to use the EvangeCard 
tract to share the Gospel. 
Students also were re-
minded to share Christ on 
social media, and asked to 
post testimonies on Insta-
gram and Facebook using 
#YEC18.

This is the third of a 
multi-year rotation to 
equip students with vari-
ous tools to share Christ. 
Those who began the 
training as seventh graders 
during the 2016 YEC will 

be familiar with seven dif-
ferent evangelistic tools by 
the time they are seniors.

SHARING HIS STORY

Worsham told the 
students that sharing the 
Gospel is essentially telling 
a story of how their lives 
have been changed because 
of Jesus.

“God has called us to 
leverage the influence of 
relationships He has put in 
our lives to tell the story 
of Jesus,” Worsham said. 

“Every person that God 
puts in your intersection is 
there for a reason. God sits 
you next to that person 
in that classroom, on that 
bus, in that coffee shop, 
just so the Gospel in you 
would intersect with them 
and you might get an op-
portunity to love, encour-
age them and push them. 
And when you have eyes 
to see people as ministry, 
you will start to see God 
moving in so many differ-
ent areas. All of a sudden 
you show up at a restau-

rant or hang out and it’s 
like the Holy Spirit shows 
up and there’s a Gospel 
moment because you had 
eyes to see.”

Worsham said a Gospel 
story has three parts – how 
one lived before Jesus, why 
a person chose to follow 
Jesus and what changes 
have taken place since ac-
cepting Christ as Lord.

“God has given us an 
assignment, a mission, and 
He sent us into the world 
to be agents of hope,” 
Worsham said. “Our God’s 
not dead, He’s alive. We 
worship a living God.”

He also warned stu-
dents not to just experi-
ence God at YEC, and then 
neglect him when they 
return home. He urged 
them instead to focus daily 
on Christ and to influence 
others for Him.

Citing Acts 1, Worsham 
noted that prior to ascend-
ing into Heaven, Christ 
promised His followers 
they would receive power 
through the Holy Spirit.

“You and I have all 
this potential to change 
the world,” he said. “But 

A student raises her hands during a time of worship at the 2018 Youth Evan-
gelism Celebration. The two-day event challenged students to share Christ 
with their classmates and change their world for the Lord.
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www.carpenterbus.com
Nationwide Delivery ¥ 800-370-6180

4 Questions for  
Church Bus Buyers: 

1.  Which Bus Company has sold 
more buses to churches than 
any other company in the 
country? 

2. Which Bus Company has more 
exclusive endorsements from 
denomina=onal organiza=ons 
than any other? 

3. Which is the only Bus 
Company to offer a FREE         
7 Year / 70,000 Body & 
Chassis Warranty on all new 
buses sold to churches? 

4. Which Bus Company has  
 the best prices?

Company to offer a FREE         

Chassis Warranty on all new 

1 Answer: 

Carpenter
Bus Sales

DoesnÕt that make it 
easy to know 

who to work with?

AmericaÕs #1 
Church Bus Dealer

LBF reports 3rd quarter results, new offi  cers, cybersecurity upgrades
Taylor expressed his ap-
preciation for the com-
mitment, leadership and 
time they both devoted 
to LBF. Taylor noted two 
new trustees – James 
Hampton of Belcher Bap-
tist Church, Belcher and 
Chad Hardbarger of Em-
manuel Baptist Church, 
Shreveport – were ap-
proved at the annual 
meeting on Nov. 13.  

Trustees elected Gray 
Kitchens, First Baptist 
Church, Bossier City, as 
president; John Carroll, 
First Baptist Church, Co-
lumbia, as vice president; 
and, Polly Brinker, Kings-
ville Baptist Church, Ball, 
to an additional term as 
secretary.

� e next LBF trustee 
meeting is scheduled for 
Feb. 5, 2019.

adding one million dol-
lars in cybersecurity 
insurance for the LBF to 
help mitigate any nega-
tive impact of cyberat-
tacks or data compromise 
on the LBF computer 
systems. 

� e Board also ap-
proved the hiring of U.S. 
Computers to update 
and rewrite the existing 
accounting system on a 
web based platform as a 
means to provide longev-
ity to the current system 
and o� er potential for ex-
panded services to clients 
in the future.  

Two Trustees, Stewart 
Holloway and Steve Cros-
by, completed 6 years of 
service to the Foundation 
and fi nished their terms 
with the Board.  Ex-
ecutive Director Wayne 

next 12 months, and proj-
ects the ten-year yield to 
move up to 3.25 percent 
by year’s end. 

Morris noted that the 
LBF’s preferred portfolio 
is positioned to protect 
against the move up in 
rates by having a sub-
stantial percentage (60 
percent, plus) invested 
in fl oating rate preferred 
stocks.

Trustees approved 
Morris’ recommenda-
tion that Alkeon Capital 
Management be added 
as a new manager in the 
Domestic Equity pool.  

ADDITIONAL ACTIONS

In other business, 
trustees approved an op-
erating budget for 2019 of 
$887,085; and, approved 

1.30% actual annualized 
yield;

-- Group Investment 
Fund, comprised of 
various market sectors:  
2.87% total return;

-- Diversifi ed Income 
Fund, conservative 
income-oriented fund: 
0.16% total return.

All funds are generat-
ing returns that are in 
line with their respec-
tive benchmarks and are 
adhering to the invest-
ment policies established 
by the LBF Board, Morris 
said. � e net assets under 
management stand at 
$161,300,837 as of the end 
of September.

Although the fourth 
quarter has started with 
a correction in the mar-
kets, Morris said his 
fi rm’s Global Investment 
Committee continues to 
prefer equity securities 
over fi xed income. � e 
GIC feels there are op-
portunities for growth 
for equities in Japan, Eu-
rope, U.S. and emerging 
markets, in that order. 
Economic news for the 
United States is positive 
and is expected to be so 
for the near future, he 
told trustees.

� e forecast return for 
fi xed income portfolios is 
coupon or less in returns, 
Morris said, noting that 
the GIC anticipates the 
Federal Reserve may raise 
rates 3-4 times in the 

ALEXANDRIA (LBM) 
– Reports of a strong 
third quarter, the elec-
tion of new o�  cers, the 
addition of a new man-
ager for the domestic 
equity pool and beefed up 
security against potential 
cyberattacks highlighted 
the Oct. 23 agenda of the 
fi nal 2018 meeting of the 
Louisiana Baptist Foun-
dation Board of Trustees.

THIRD QUARTER RESULTS

Lee Morris with 
Graystone Consulting 
reviewed the Founda-
tion’s portfolio for the 
quarter, presenting a 
positive view of asset 
performance for the 
period. � e increase in 
the portfolio was led by 
growth-oriented com-
panies, primarily in the 
technology sector; and, 
fi xed income investments 
also performed in line 
with expectations, he 
said. Alternative alloca-
tions, fi nancial instru-
ments other than stan-
dard stocks and bonds, 
also are adding value at 
both the performance 
and diversifi cation/risk 
control levels.

LBF portfolio year-to-
date performances as of 
Sept. 30:

-- Short Term Fund:  
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PINEVILLE (LBM) 
– Pineville native Jacob 
Sooter was doing what 
he does best and what he 
does for a living – writing 
Christian music – when 
one of his co-writers that 
morning in Nashville asked 
if he was going to the Dove 
Awards later that night. 

Sooter knew he had 
been nominated for Wor-
ship Song of the Year with 
“Spirit of the Living God.” 
It is a song he co-wrote 
with Mia Fieldes and 
which his wife, Meredith 
Andrews, was the lead 
singer as part of the Verti-
cal Worship project.

What Sooter did not 
know was he also received 
a nomination for Children’s 
Music Album of the Year, 
“Bright Ones.”

“When he asked if I 
was going to the Dove 

Pineville native wins Dove award 
at Nashville Christian music show

Awards, that’s when I 
found out,” Sooter told the 
Baptist Message. 

He went and “Bright 
Ones” won.

“It was a real treat and 
honor. The best thing is I 
tied Meredith now that I 
have two Doves,” he joked.

PINEVILLE ROOTS

A dry and sharp sense 
of humor has been part of 
Sooter’s life since birth. 

He grew up in Pineville, 
the oldest of two children 
to Alexandria attorney 
Vic Sooter and his wife, 
Molly, who teaches piano 
in Central Louisiana and 
who has performed with 
the Rapides Symphony 
Orchestra. 

So, music has been part 
of Sooter’s life from the 
beginning, too.

Moreover, he and his 
sister, Katelyn Parks, had 
no choice but to learn 
piano at an early age.

After graduating from 
Pineville High School, 
Jacob Sooter attended 
Millsaps College in Jack-
son, Miss. 

While in college, he also 
led contemporary worship 
services at the First Baptist 
Church in Jackson. 

He received his break 

when he toured with 
Jeremy Camp in 2007-08, 
playing keyboards for the 
Contemporary Christian 
Artist who has earned 32 
number one hits.

“I met Meredith at a 
Jeremy show,” said Sooter. 
“She was on staff at Har-
vest Bible Chapel in Chi-
cago. By the end of 2008, I 
was married and on staff at 
Harvest Bible Chapel.”

Sooter quickly discov-
ered he did not want to 
grow and raise a family as 
a touring artist.

“There are guys that 
are great at living on a 
tour bus and being a dad 
and managing it,” he said. 
“I’m not one of those guys. 
When I was single and 
with 11 other guys on the 
tour bus, it was an incred-
ible, once-in-a-lifetime 
experience. 

“When you are mar-
ried and have kids, it’s 
totally different. I had fun, 
but then I got married, 
and next I had kids, and I 
didn’t like it” [my former 
bus-tour life].

NASHVILLE TRANSPLANT

In 2011, Sooter won his 
first Dove Award, along 

Jacob Sooter, who grew up in Pineville, has experienced a successful career 
in the Christian music industry.  He and his wife Meredith Andrews each have 
won multiple Dove Awards. They performed a special Christmas concert Dec. 
8 at Sooter’s home church, First Baptist Church in Pineville.
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BOSSIER CITY (LBM) 
-- U.S. Rep. Mike Johnson, 
R-La., has been elected 
chairman of the infl uential 
Republican Study Commit-
tee.

Johnson, a member of 
the First Baptist Church in 
Bossier City, will assume 
his post while 
beginning only his 
second term as a 
congressman.

 With 150 
members, the RSC 
is largest caucus 
of conservatives 
in the Congress, 
constituting more 
than a third of the 
435 U.S. represen-
tatives.

Former RSC chairmen 
include Vice President 
Mike Pence, who served 
in the position when he 
was a congressman from 
Indiana, and U.S. Rep. 
Steve Scalise, of Je� erson 
Parish, Louisiana, who has 
since been elected Republi-
can whip, the number two 
GOP leadership spot in the 
House.

After his election, John-
son released a statement, 
vowing to “continue to 
fi ght” for core values while 
helping to shape “the 
future of the conservative 
movement.”

“As we become the 
minority party in the 
next term, we have a vital 
responsibility to present 
practical ideas and e� ec-
tive policy initiatives,” 
Johnson said, “and to unify 
as a conference to vigor-
ously defend and advance 
our core conservative 
principles. 

 
SODOM AND GOMORRAH? 

 
Archaeologists excavat-

ing the Bronze Age city of 
Tall el-Hammam reported 
in November at the annual 
meeting of the American 
Schools of Oriental Re-

Mike Johnson to lead congressional conservatives
search, their discovery 
of evidence of a “cosmic 
airburst event that obliter-
ated civilization,” wiping 
out Middle Bronze Age cit-
ies and towns of the plains 
in Middle Ghor, north of 
the Dead Sea, about 3,700 
years ago. 

Some research-
ers identify Tall 
el-Hammam as 
the former So-
dom.

Genesis 19 de-
scribes how God 
“rained brimstone 
and fi re on So-
dom and Gomor-
rah” destroying 
“all the plain … 
and what grew on 

the ground.”
Meanwhile, the scien-

tifi c team, which includes 
experts from the Comet 
Research Group, an inter-
national society of comet 
impact scientists, and the 
Los Alamos National Labo-
ratory, one of the largest 
science and technology 
institutions in the world, 
said evidence points to an 
instantaneous devastation 
of an area “approximately 
500km2” that left only 
the “stone foundations” 
of mud-brick walls, and 
destroyed the soil with “a 
super-heated brine of Dead 
Sea” salts.

� e researchers estimat-
ed 40,000 to 65,000 people 
were killed instantly by 
the catastrophe.

 
ADAM AND EVE OR

 DNA  ‘BOTTLENECK’ 

Some media outlets 
announced evidence of 
the creation account, or at 
least the great fl ood, after 
a study published in Hu-
man Evolution found that 
mitochondrial diversity in 
almost all species points to 
a common starting point 
about as early as 100,000 
years ago.

In an e� ort to prove 
that mitochondrial DNA, 
found in organelles in each 
cell and which is distinct 
from the DNA in the 
nucleus of cells, is a reliable 
tool for identifying distinct 
lines within species or or-
ganisms, researchers Mark 
Stoeckle and David � aler 
discovered that the 7.6 
billion humans living on 
earth likely emerged from 
“a small population in 
which a sequence from one 
mother became the ances-
tor for all modern human 
mitochondrial sequences.”

Based on similar low 
genetic variation that they 
found among fi ve mil-
lion specimens of 100,000 
animal species, they de-
duced that more than 90 
percent of animal genetic 
lines emerged at the same 
time; and, they related the 
genetic bottlenecks in both 
humans and animals to 
“near-extinction events.”

Although they used spe-
cifi c language to suggest 
that a worldwide catas-
trophe caused a reboot of 
sorts for all humans from a 
single ancestor, in response 
to the fi restorm about 
their fi ndings, Stoeckle 
and � aler have since told 
at least one media outlet, 
“Our study follows main-
stream views of human 
evolution. We  do not 
propose there was a single 
‘Adam’ or ‘Eve.’ We do not 
propose any catastrophic 
events.”

Others have interpreted 
their research to claim that 

the human species has to 
“revamp” itself in the evo-
lutionary process, and that 
through some unknown 
mechanism, it occurs “in 
unison” with all animals.

Although the scientists 
reject the notion of an 
Adam and Eve creation, 
and presumably a Noah 
and Naamah reboot of 
creation, their work does 
provide some support for 
a number of points about 
creation that are made in 
Scripture.

For instance, their 
conclusions point to a sud-
den appearance of modern 
man and animals, which is 
consistent with both the 

Cultural News
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“Three generations 
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creation and fl ood ac-
counts.

Likewise, they did not 
fi nd any “in-between” spe-
cies. 

� is would appear to 
frustrate Darwin’s theory 
of evolution which is 
founded in part on the 
premise of “intermedi-
ate gradations, whereas 
species were formerly 
connected.” On the other 
hand, this fi nding is en-
tirely consistent with the 
language of the Genesis 
account of creation which 
uses language such as 
“after its kind” to describe 
the process for populating 
the earth.

Mike Johnson
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355  Melton 
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years 
experience, Family-Owned and 
Operated. Variety of fabrics 
available. Work done on-site. 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED. Call 
for estimates: 601.776.6617. If re-
modeling your sanctuary, please 
give us a call about upholstering 
your pews!

WALTERS DIRT SERVICE, “You 
Call We Haul” fill dirt, limestone 
and more.  318.729.2193 or 
318.793.5144.

Call Advertising Director Rhon-
da Havens at 318.449.4351 to 
place your ads.

with Andrews, for collabo-
rating with Paul Baloche 
on “How Great is the 
Love.” The song tied with 
Chris Tomlin’s “Our God” 
for Worship Song of the 
Year.

Three years later, Soot-
er and Andrews moved 
their family to Nashville. 

Now he is a staff writer 
at Essential Music, which 
is a division of Provident 
Label Group. The label 
is home to artists such 
as Stephen Curtis Chap-
man, Third Day, Casting 
Crowns, Matt Maher, 
Tauren Wells and Vertical 
Worship. 

Andrews continues to 
tour and is scheduled to 
release her first live solo 
worship album on Dec. 7. 
The next night, she will be 
in concert at the church 
in which Sooter grew up, 
First Baptist Pineville. 

“It will be me and Mere 
and maybe one other in-
strumentalist,” Sooter said. 
“It’s really cool. It’s always 
more nerve-wracking per-
forming in front of family 
and friends than when it is 
before strangers. 

“I haven’t lost the won-
der I had when I was 16 
years old and used to sneak 
into the church sanctuary 
to play the grand piano. 
It’ll be nice to be home.”

It will also be a rare 

chance to see Sooter 
perform. He rarely travels 
anymore, except when 
Andrews asks, or one-off 
appearances, such as a 
recent show with Jesus 
Culture and the K-Love 
Awards. 

“I would rather stay at 
home, write and produce 
and stay with the kids,” he 
said.

He and Andrews have 
three children, sons Mav-
erick (8), Remy (5) and 
daughter Frankie (4). 
Needless to say, music is 
a major part of the chil-
dren’s lives.

“All the kids will do 
piano,” said Sooter. “I 
didn’t have a choice, and 
I’m thankful for that.”

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com
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Answer to November 22 Scripture Crypto:
Galatian four: eleven

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues:
L = W;  W = O

owm twszqf hphmkzah jmwozehb qzeeqh: tye 

xwsqzghaa za jmwozedtqh ygew dqq ebzgxa, bdizgx

jmwvzah wo ebh qzoh ebde gwl za, dgs wo ebde lbzkb 

za ew kwvh.

ozmae ezvwebf owym:hzxbe

EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you have a Revival, 
Homecoming, a new pastor, a community 
outreach or a concert? The Baptist Message 
would love to share your church news with the 
rest of the state. It is very easy to do, just send 
in your information (who, what, where and 
when) to philip@baptistmessage.com or call 
318.449.4345. To get your event in the paper, 
please submit your information three weeks 
prior to the event.

ON THE MOVE

n Louis Charrier is the new pastor at New 
Life Church, Arnaudville.
n Heath (wife Jennifer) Peloquin is the 
new pastor at Summer Grove Baptist Church, 
Shreveport.
n  Jeremy (wife Vicki) Spurling is the 
new pastor at Kingston Road Baptist Church, 
Shreveport.
n Ryan (wife Lauren) McCoy is the new 
youth pastor at First Baptist Church, Shreve-
port.
n Micah Murrell is the new pastor at Pleas-
ant Hill Baptist, Pollock.
n Paul Raiford has resigned as the minister 
of music at Amite Baptist Church.
n Michael Lachney is the new media direc-
tor at North Monroe Baptist Church, Monroe.
n Kinsley Armstrong resigned as children’s 
director at Cheniere, West Monroe.
n H.B. Fuller is retiring after serving the 
bi-vocational and pastors in the Northwest 
Louisiana Baptist Association for the last 20 
years. 
n Dana Howard is retiring after 47 years of 
service as a ministry assistant at First Baptist 
Church Bossier.

LAGNIAPPE

n The Open Door Baptist Church in Lafayette, 
LA is seeking a Wednesday night sitter for 
the infants Children’s Ministry.  This is a 
paid position.  For more information contact 
Holly Ward at 337.400.2508 or 337.422.4965. 

Louisiana Notables

– Outstanding Curriculum –
No on campus time required

– Programas Disponibles –
en Español 

– Open Enrollment –
Start Anytime

– Accelerated Competency –
Based Degrees

– Tuition Only $110 –
per Credit Hour

– 40 years experience –
in Distance Education

COMPLETE YOUR DEGREE ON-LINE

LOUISIANA BAPTIST UNIVERSITY
6301 Westport Ave.   |   Shreveport, LA  71129 

318.686.2360   |   www.lbu.edu

3.75 x 5 Baptist Message ad.indd   1 3/6/15   11:15 AM

n Iglesia Bautista Emmanuel, the Northeast 
Louisiana Baptist Association Hispanic Mis-
sion in Monroe honored Pastor and Mrs. 
Elias Salas with a dinner on November 20 for 
the couple’s 50th wedding anniversary.
n Memorial Baptist Church, Metairie: Live 
nativity, December 13-16, 6-9 p.m. Pastor: 
Dan Pritchett.
n First Baptist Church, Lafayette: Receive 
Our King featuring the singing Christ-
mas Tree, December 14, 7 p.m.; December 
15, 3 p.m.; December 16, 3 p.m. and De-
cember 17, 7 p.m. Free tickets are available 
at www.FBCLAF.org/Christmas. Pastor: Steve 
Horn.
n First Baptist Church, Zachary: Christmas 
concert featuring Selah and Geoffrey 
Andrews, December 14, 6:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$10 for general admission and may be pur-
chased at www.fbcz.org/selah-ticket. Pastor: 
Paul Ballard.
n First Baptist Church, West Monroe: A 
“Northeast Louisiana Christmas Celebra-
tion,” December 15 and 16, 6 p.m. This free 
event will have 200 singers, musicians, and 
dancers celebrate all things Christmas. You’ll 
experience the sights and sounds of all the 
holiday season. Pastor: Michael Wood.
n East Ridge Baptist Church, Lake Charles: A 
Christmas Love Story, December 15, 6:30 
p.m. and December 16, 5:30 p.m. A choir and 
drama presentation will feature Zita, a home-
less woman, who desires to come out on the 
right side of life but thinks it’s too late. She 
discovers the true love behind the Christmas 
season. Pastor: Alan Weishampel.
n Tom Hebert Road Baptist Church, Lake 
Charles: The Living Christmas Story, De-
cember 14-15, 6 p.m. the outside of Tom He-
bert Road Baptist Church becomes the city of 
Bethlehem. It is transformed into the Living 
Christmas Story, a walk-thru reenactment of 
the way life was 2,000 years ago on the night 
Jesus Christ was born. Not an ordinary Christ-
mas play, the Living Christmas Story uses real 
people from the community who become the 
people of Bethlehem. Scenes come alive as 

you walk through and experience the wonder 
of Christmas with drama, live animals, and 
music. Pastor: Carl Whitley.
n Florida Boulevard Baptist Church, Baton 
Rouge: Breakfast with Santa, Dec. 15, 9-11 
a.m. Pastor: Charles Lowman.
n Sardis Baptist Church: Come Let Us Adore 
Cantata presented by the joint choirs of First 
Baptist Church Winnsboro and Crowville, De-
cember 15, 6 p.m. Pastor: Jim Savage.
n First Baptist Church, Crowville: Come Let 
Us Adore Cantata presented by the joint 
choirs of First Baptist Church Winnsboro and 
Crowville, December 16, 11 a.m. Pastor: Wade 
Coker.
n Rocky Springs Baptist Church, Lisbon: 
Christmas Choir Special, December 16, 11 
a.m. Dinner on the grounds will follow the 
choir special; Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service, December 24, 6 p.m. Pastor: Larry 
Sellers.
n First Baptist Church, Jonesboro: “Peace 
Has Come”, a musical presentation of 
God’s love by the First Baptist Church Choir un-
der the direction of Trey Etheridge, December 
16, 5:30 p.m. in the sanctuary located at 500 
South Cooper Avenue, Jonesboro. A Church-
wide fellowship will follow the musical in the 
Family Life Center.  Pastor: Brian McAllister.
n Temple Baptist Church, Ruston: “Prince 
of Heaven” Christmas Music Program, 
December 16, 11 a.m. Pastor: Reggie Bridges.
n First Baptist Church, Zwolle: Christmas 
Cantata, December 16, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
The choir, led by Joe Jones, will present the 
Cantata. A Christmas Fellowship will follow 
the evening presentation in the Fellowship 
Hall. Candlelight service and Lord’s Sup-
per, December 23, 6 p.m. Pastor: Marty Wil-
liams.
n First Baptist Church, Pineville: Jesus, Ad-
vent of the Messiah Christmas Musical, 
December 16, 6 p.m. Pastor: Stewart Hollo-
way.
n His Church, Pineville: Christmas Concert 
with James and Kristen Opdenhoff, De-

cember 16, 6 p.m. There will be a fellowship 
following the concert. Pastor: Steve Speer.
n Alto Baptist Church, Alto: Peace Has 
Come Christmas musical, December 16, 
10:30 a.m. Live Nativity presentation, 5 p.m. 
Worship leader, Jay Ellerman. The church is 
located at 2296 Highway 15, Alto. Pastor: Alan 
Miller.
n Waller Baptist Church, Bossier City: South-
ern Plainsmen Quartet in concert, De-
cember 16, 6 p.m. Everyone is invited. Pastor: 
Gary Johnson.
n Calvary Baptist Church, Slidell: Christmas 
Cantata, December 16, 11 a.m. Pastor: Aaron 
McGuffee.
n First Baptist Church, Mandeville: The Ar-
rival as performed by the MFBC Adult 
Choir, December 16, 6 p.m. Come celebrate 
the joy of His birth. Pastor: Jake Roudkovski.
n Bethel Baptist Church, Colfax: ‘It’s the 
Most Wonderful Time of the Year’ Christ-
mas Musical, December 16. Bring your 
friends and family for this special Christmas 
musical and your favorite dishes to share af-
terwards. Children and Youth Program, 
December 23, 6 p.m. New Year’s Eve Bash 
and Fireworks, December 31, 6 p.m. in the 
gym. Bring goodies and finger foods to eat 
and games to play. Come enjoy this special 
fellowship time together. Pastor: Carl Gulde.
n Emmanuel Baptist Church, Shreveport: 
Family Night at Christmas, December 16, 
6:30 p.m. Bring your family and friends, a 
song to sing and a snack to share. The Lord’s 
Supper, December 24, 6 p.m. Pastor: Chad 
Hardbarger.
n Bayou Vista Baptist Church, Morgan City: 
“All Year Long” Christmas musical pre-
sentation performed by the youth choir, 
December 16, 11 a.m. Pastor: Steven Kelly.
n Family of Grace, Alexandria: Christmas at 
Coughlin Saunders in Alexandria, Decem-
ber 16, 10 a.m. Pastor: Brad Webb.
n Fair Park Baptist Church, West Monroe: 
It’s Christmas performed by the worship 
choir, December 16, 6 p.m. The performance 

will be followed by FPBC church-wide recep-
tion. Pastor: Waymond Warren.
n Calvary Baptist Church, Many: Just A Little 
Christmas children’s musical, December 16, 
10:30 a.m. Pastor: Cyle Clayton.
n First Baptist Church, Keithville: Good News 
From Home Christmas musical, December 
16, 10:15 a.m. Pastor: Michael Stowell.
n First Baptist Church, Shreveport: Peace On 
Earth: A Christmas Concert, December 16, 
10:30 a.m. Pastor: Jeffrey Raines.
n Bethany Baptist Church: Sleepless in 
Bethlehem, December 15, 7 p.m. and De-
cember 16, 6 p.m. Pastor: Marvin Cooper.
n Calvary Baptist Church, Alexandria: Christ-
mas concert presented by Calvary Con-
servatory of Music Orchestra, December 
16, 3 p.m. Pastor: David Brooks.
n  First Baptist Church, Starks: Shepherds 
and Kings, a choir presentation and 
drama, December 18, 7 p.m. and December 
23, 10:45 a.m. 
n First Baptist Church, Haynesville: Commu-
nity-wide Christmas musical program,
December 16, 6 p.m. Christmas Eve Candle-
light service and Lord’s supper, December 
24, 6 p.m. Pastor: Jeff Tinsley.
n Longview Baptist Church, Deville: Christ-
mas Cantata – Come and See, Go and 
Tell, December 16, 10:30 a.m.; Christmas 
Candlelight Service, December 23, 6 p.m. 
Pastor: Robby Poole.
n Pine Grove Baptist Church, Ruby: Behold, 
A Savior!” Christmas Cantata, December 
23, 11 a.m. Pastor: Herb Dickerson.
n Natalbany Baptist Church, Natalbany: Je-
sus Means Christmas to Me” – Children’s 
Cantata, December 23, 10:15 a.m.
n Cross Point Baptist Church, Bossier City: 
Candlelight service, December 23, 6 p.m. 
Pastor: Shane Nugent.
n First Baptist Church, Winnsboro: Come Let 
Us Adore Cantata presented by the joint 
choirs of First Baptist Church Winnsboro 



December 13, 2018 l  www.baptistmessage.com l  Louisiana Baptist Message

ECON 201912

ECON from page one

Baptist Press photo

See ECON, page 16

WHAT IS THE PERFECT 
GIFT FOR THE PLACE 

WE CALL HOME? 

TRUTH!
Visit LouisianaBaptists.org/hereforyou, 

enter the password, luke1423, and 
learn how your church can help deliver 
truth to every heart and every home - 

almost every day.

HERE FOR YOU IS LAUNCHING STATEWIDE SUPER BOWL SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3.

he told the Baptist Mes-
sage.

When Elizabeth gave 
birth to a son, the couple 
chose the name Chip in 
reference to the phrase 
“chip off the old block.” 

Fred Luter explained 
the name reflects his 
desire that children’s lives 
be shaped by the leader-
ship of their fathers.

“I grew up in a home 
without my dad active in 
my life,” he said. “When 
I got married and had 
a son, I said God let me 
be the dad to my son I 
didn’t have. He not only 
answered my prayer but 
gave me lagniappe. 

“Not only did Chip 
become a believer but 
he was called to the 
ministry,” he continued. 
“It’s something I never 
thought would happen. I 
wanted him to be a godly 
man, but to see him not 
only become a believer 
but be called into pastor-
ing is more than I ever 

thought would happen.”
Chip Luter first served 

on staff as a youth min-
istry intern in June 2005 
and later as pastor of 
senior high youth at 
Concord Church in Dal-
las, Texas, before becom-
ing pastor of youth and 
young adults at Franklin 
Avenue Baptist in Janu-
ary 2010. 

Five years later, in 
March 2015, Chip Luter 
answered the call to be-
come pastor of Idlewild 
Baptist Church’s Sulphur 
Springs campus.

“I’m excited I am 
preaching right before 
my dad because no 
preacher should ever 
have to follow Fred Luter, 
even his son,” quipped 
Chip Luter. “I miss 
those days I was serv-
ing on staff with my dad 
because we had a great 
dynamic.

“It’s always fun to 
come and preach at 
home, but even more 

Chip Luter (left) once served on his dad Fred ‘s staff at Franklin Avenue Bap-
tist Church, New Orleans. They will share the stage for a joint preaching en-
gagement at the 2019 Louisiana Baptist Evangelism Conference.

so to preach alongside 
my dad,” he continued. 
“The thing I am really 
grateful for is even as his 
church grew and God 
gave him greater oppor-
tunities like becoming 
president of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, he 
was always the same dad 
at home where he was 
a faithful husband and 
father.”

LEGACY OF MINISTRY

David Hankins, who 
is retiring June 30 from 
a post he has held since 
2005, previously served 
a pair of Texas Baptist 
churches from 1971-85 
before becoming pastor of 
Trinity Baptist Church in 
Lake Charles.

He is one of several 
generations in his family 

to pursue a call to minis-
try. His grandfather was 
a preacher, his father 
was a Baptist deacon, his 
son, Eric, is a pastor, and 
his grandchildren are on 
staff of churches in South 
Carolina and Mississippi. 

The evangelism confer-
ence will mark just the 
second time he and Eric 
have had a joint preach-
ing engagement.

“To no one’s surprise, 
Eric Hankins is one of 
my favorite preachers,” 
David Hankins said. “The 
opportunity to share the 
platform with him is an 
exciting honor and I’m 
praying God will use 
our messages to stir our 
hearts on the urgency of 
engaging the next genera-
tion.”

A native of Lake 
Charles, Eric Hankins 
has served as pastor of 
the First Baptist Church, 
Fairhope, since Dec. 1, 
2016. Before that, he was 
pastor of the First Baptist 
Church, Oxford, Missis-
sippi, Galloway Avenue 
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YEC from page 6
without the Holy Spirit we 
don’t have power. Jesus said 
I am sending you into the 
world to change it, but you 
don’t need to do it on your 
own.”

SHARING EXPERIENCES

Angel Edmisson, a mem-
ber of Christway Baptist 
Church in Pineville, was 
moved to accept Christ as 
her Savior after one of Wor-
sham’s messages.

“The Scripture and the 
sermons were very moving. 
I knew about Christ and I 
have been very much aware 
of Him, but I didn’t fully ac-
cept Him into my heart until 
yesterday,” she said. “He 
really did move me in ways I 
couldn’t imagine.”

Elizabeth Norred, a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church 
in Zachary, was reminded 
about the importance of 
being an authentic Christ 
follower.

“One thing, especially, 

that I got out of these two 
days was Drew’s point about 
how there is a difference be-
tween knowing about Jesus 
and truly knowing Him,” 
Norred said. “That really hit 
me because we can know a 
lot about Him, and we can 
quote verses, and we can 
pray when we actually don’t 
know Him, personally. And 
to have a relationship with 
Jesus is an amazing thing to 
have and it can really change 
your life.”

David Myers, a member of 
South Park Baptist Church in 
Leesville, was moved by the 
sense of community inside 
the coliseum.

“YEC brings us together 
as one,” Myers said. “You 
could feel Jesus in there. YEC 
is all about bringing people 
to Jesus.”

By Staff
Baptist Message

LBC staff assignments revamped for 2019
ALEXANDRIA – Some 

members of the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention state 
mission services staff will 
be taking on new roles 
early next year.

Stacy Morgan, church 
administration strategist 
for Louisiana Baptists, will 
transition to the role of 
Cooperative Program and 
stewardship strategist and 

Jeff Ingram, adult minis-
try strategist for Louisi-
ana Baptists, will remain 
in his current role while 
absorbing Morgan’s church 
administration strategist 
duties in early January.

The changes were ap-
proved by the LBC Execu-
tive Board.

Both men told the Bap-
tist Message they eagerly 
anticipate their respective 
new responsibilities.

“I’m looking forward 

to responding to pastors, 
staff and the church’s 
needs in this critical area 
of church administra-
tion,” Ingram said. “I’ll be 
providing resources for 
churches regarding church 
administration. Specifi-
cally, this may include the 
church ministry assistants’ 
conference, church tax 
seminar, staff compensa-
tion research, as well as 
resources to help churches 
develop safety policies 
and marriage policies. I 
also will be responsible for 
the annual luncheon for 

retirees and bi-vocational 
pastors.”

Morgan said he is 
excited about promoting 
the Cooperative Program 
to the more than 1,650 
churches of the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention.

“The thing that distin-
guishes Southern Baptists 
from other Baptists is 
we cooperate together in 
fulfilling the Great Com-
mission,” Morgan said. 
“Considering we are a 
Convention where the 
overwhelming majority of 
congregations are under 

125 in worship attendance, 
the Cooperative Program 
allows those churches to 
have a significant impact 
on the world through giv-
ing to this endeavor. Even 
a very large church would 
find it difficult to fund 
more than one missionary 
overseas or one church 
planter or have a camp or 
college or seminary. But 
when we put all of our 
resources together we 
can fund those things and 
they are tools that help 
us accomplish the Great 
Commission.”

YOUR NEWS. YOUR EVENTS.
In addition to receiving info 
relating to missions and ministries 
supported through your CP gifts, 
you'll find helpful posts including:

  - Pump Up Your Social Media

  - 2018 Church Planting Update

  - 34 Worship MInistry Tips

Don't miss what God is doing in and through you - Louisiana Baptists! 
Sign up today: LouisianaBaptists.org/newsletter.
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Notables from page 11

(225) 275-84292621 E. Perdue Dr., 
Baton Rouge, La.  

and Crowville, December 23, 10:55 a.m. Pas-
tor: Craig Beeman.
n Kingsville Baptist Church, Ball: Acoustic 
Christmas, December 23, 10:30 a.m. Pastor: 

Bart Walker.
n The Bayou Church, Lafayette: Christmas 
Concert, December 23, 3 & 5 p.m. December 
24, 1, 3 & 5 p.m., in the auditorium. This fes-
tive event has something for the whole family 
to enjoy. We will transport you to a Christmas 
wonderland as we set the tone for this joyful 
season through music, community and fun 
surprises for all ages. Our pastor will share a 
brief message about the hope that was born 
on Christmas for all to receive. Pastor: Mike 
Walker.
n  Mt. Vernon Baptist Church, West Monroe: 
Candlelight service, December 23, 6 p.m. 
Pastor: Randy Burdeaux.
n Trinity Baptist Church, Lake Charles: PJ’s 
with the Pastor in the worship center,
December 24, 6:00 p.m. Acoustic Carols By 
Candlelight in the Cavern, December 24, 7 
p.m. Pastor: Steve James.
n First Baptist Church, Vidalia: Christmas 
Eve Candelight Service, December 24, 6 
p.m. Pastor: Wes Faulk.
n Cypress Baptist Church, Benton: Christmas 
Eve service, December 24, 6 p.m. Pastor: 
John Fream.
n Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville: Ben 
Waites in Concert, December 30, 9 & 10:30 
a.m. Pastor: Philip Robertson.
n First Baptist Church, Hornbeck: Candle-
light Service and Communion, December 
30, 6 p.m. Pastor: Jack Bell.
n Taylor Baptist Church, Taylor: Observance 
of The Lord’s Supper, December 30. Pastor: 
Jimmy Eppinette.
n First Baptist Church, Pineville: First@First 
Business Leader Luncheon, January 7, 
2019, noon. Speaker: Curt Iles. Cost: $10 and 
you may pay at the door. Please RSVP to Stew-
art Holloway (sholloway@fbcpineville.net.) 
Pastor: Stewart Holloway.
n Calvary Baptist Church, Shreveport: 2019 
Night of Praise, January 11, 2019, 6 p.m. 
Featuring Price Harris Ministries with Ca-
lep Lewis, Summer Grove Baptist Choir, 
The Needhams, The Allen Family, Bo 
Shed, Monk Trio, Larry Alton Trio. Pastor: 
John Lary.

Gilbert from page one
conversation. “That’s when 
I knew I needed to follow 
Christ.”

She repented for salvation 
and that same month was 
baptized. 

Speaking to the Baptist 
Message Ferrington recalled 
her emotions afterward. 

“My baptism left me with 
this overcoming peace,” she 
said. “I wanted to throw my 
hands up and say, ‘Praise 
the Lord.’ God took a black 

hard heart, wiped it with 
red blood and it came out 
white.”

IN GOOD COMPANY

Ferrington is among 25 
new believers who have 
been baptized at First Bap-
tist Church in Gilbert since 
January. The baptisms give a 
glimpse of the revival First 
Baptist has experienced since 
Pastor Bubba Ezell arrived in 

October 2016.
Before then the congrega-

tion averaged about 25 wor-
shipers in Sunday morning 
services, and baptisms were 
a rarity. Two years later, 
attendance has more than 
quadrupled and 55 converts 
have been baptized.

“Ministry can be tiring 
for any pastor, but this is 
what inspires me to get up 
and share God’s love,” Ezell 
said. “God can use anything 
in the world and He chose 
us to be that city on the hill. 
When people come to our 
church they feel the presence 
of God. Our church, with the 
help of youth pastor Dustin 
Carroll, has totally flipped 
from a church that was 
down to just a couple of doz-
en and has grown to where 
we have to find chairs many 
Sundays to accommodate all 
the people wanting to get a 
seat. There’s no question that 
what’s happened here is a 
mighty move of God.”

Ezell attributes the nu-
merical increase to his con-
gregation’s growing spiritual 
presence in the community, 
touching lives through an 
addiction ministry and a 

sprawling youth ministry.
Ministering to addicts 

is highly personal for Ezell, 
who found Christ while as a 
patient at a treatment facility 
in Logansport in 2013. Just 
as he saw his need for Jesus 
when he hit rock bottom, 
Ezell said many in his com-
munity are struggling with 
addictions and Christ is their 
only hope.

Since he became involved 
in ministering to addicts at 
treatment centers and jails 
across north Louisiana in 
2015, Ezell has seen 815 peo-
ple come to a relationship 
with Christ. Some of them 
have gone on to help other 
addicts through the church’s 
Amazing Grace Ministries. 

Through this ministry, 
men receive encouragement 
and tools to overcome their 
additions. During the first 
two months the men are 
under constant supervision 

by the staff at the transition 
house. They must attend 
Bible studies, Celebrate 
Recovery meetings, worship 
services, substance abuse 
classes and discipleship 
training. After that the men 
move on to the job phase, 
where they are helped in 
finding work so they can 
save money to better posi-
tion themselves to succeed 
after they leave the six-
month program.

Ezell dreams of expand-
ing from the 14-person ca-
pacity of their current group 
home to facilities that have 
room for up to 50 men.

“Our vision is to take 
these guys in and sow what 
we have into their lives,” 
Ezell said. “Our church loves 
on them and tries to teach 
them what they need to 
have victory in Christ. We’re 
a small country church with 
a big heart for God.” 
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Ralph Abraham photo

By Staff
Baptist Message

ALTO (LBM) – Ralph 
Abraham, M.D., a Repub-
lican who represents the 
5th Congressional Dis-
trict, announced Thurs-
day, Dec. 6, he has entered 
the 2019 gubernatorial 
race.

“I’m running for gover-
nor, and I intend to win,” 
Abraham said in a brief 
statement released on his 
personal Facebook page.

Abraham, a member of 
Alto Baptist Church, was 
first elected to Congress 
in 2014. His district en-
compasses 24 parishes in 
the northeastern, central 
and southeastern areas of 
the state. 

He serves as a mem-
ber of the House Armed 
Services Committee, the 
Agriculture Committee 

Lousiana Baptist Ralph Abraham 
announces run for governor in ’19

and the House Commit-
tee on Science, Space and 
Technology.

The three-term con-
gressman joins Baton 
Rouge businessman Eddie 
Rispone, also a Republi-
can, in challenging the 
incumbent John Bel Ed-
wards, a Democrat.

Abraham is a physi-
cian, veterinarian, busi-
ness owner, farmer, pilot 
and veteran. He was a 
first lieutenant with the 
20th Special Forces Group 
Airborne Division of the 
Army National Guard 
from 1986-1989, according 
to his website.

He is a native of rural 
Richland Parish where he 
and his wife, Dianne, live. 
He holds degrees from 
Mangham High School 
and Louisiana State Uni-
versity.

During his time in 

Congress, Abraham has 
been a consistent pro-life 
advocate, voting against 
funding for abortion 
providers like Planned 
Parenthood. A member of 
the pro-life caucus, Abra-
ham has spoken at various 
events around the state, 
such as the 2016 CENLA 
Pro-Life Prayer Break-
fast at Louisiana College 
in Pineville and the 2018 
Louisiana Life March 
CENLA in Alexandria-
Pineville.

If elected, Abraham 
would join five other Bap-
tist men who have served 
as governor of Louisiana: 
William Wright Heard, 
1900-1904; Huey Pierce 
Long, 1928-1932; Oscar 
Kelly Allen, 1932-1936; 
Earl Kemp Long, 1939-
1940, 1948-1952, 1956-1960; 
and, James Houston Davis, 
1944-1948, 1960-1964.

U.S. Rep. Ralph Abraham, who represents the 5th Congressional District, an-
nounced on Thursday, Dec. 6 that he had entered Louisiana’s gubernatorial 
race. A member of Alto Baptist Church, if elected he would become the sixth 
Baptist to have served as governor in Louisiana.
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ECON from page one
Baptist Church, Mesquite, 
Texas, and Gillsburg 
Baptist Church, Gillsburg, 
Mississippi. 

Holding true to a vi-
sion to reach the next 
generation, Eric Hankins 
is passionate about mak-
ing disciples of his church 
members and their chil-
dren.

“If we obey the teach-
ing of Christ, we are to 
have a heart and passion 
for the next generation,” 
he said. “From Genesis to 
Revelation, the Bible has 
many examples and les-
sons about it. We should 
be handing down our 
faith to the next genera-
tion through discipleship. 
Jesus picked 12 guys he 
would equip to do minis-
try after he was gone.”

Eric Hankins said even 
though his father was 
a committed pastor, he 
made time with his family 
a priority.

“Dad was a careful pro-
tector of his family and of 
his time with us,” he said. 
“Dad taught us to be men 
of character. We knew 
we had a duty to be men 
who spoke truth. He was 
a truth teller and that was 
a priority in our home.”

ALL IN THE FAMILY

The Luters and Han-
kins will be joined on 
the program by Argile 
Smith, senior pastor of 
Parkway Baptist Church, 
Biloxi, Mississippi; and 
Lee Strobel, an atheist-
turned-Christ follower 
who authored the best-
selling book “The Case for 
Christ.” 

The praise and worship 
lineup includes David 
Phelps, an award-winning 
Gospel artist from Nash-
ville, Tennessee, and, 
combined choirs. 

Other events include: 

Eric (left) and David Hankins (third from left) stand with family members af-
ter the ordination of Eric’s son, JD, (fourth from left), into the Gospel ministry. 
The father-son duo will preach together during the second day of the 2019 
Louisiana Baptist Evangelism Conference at the First Baptist Church in Cov-
ington, with a focus on reaching the next generation.

Student Night featuring 
Ed Newton, lead pas-
tor of Community Bible 
Church, San Antonio, 
Texas; the state Senior 
Adult Luncheon featuring 

Phelps in concert; break-
out sessions; and, various 
fellowships.

The Luters and Han-
kins applauded the evan-
gelism conference’s focus 

on reaching the next 
generation.

“The timing is right in 
this convention for the 
next generation to step up 
in leadership as we have 
seen with our SBC presi-
dent,” Fred Luter said. 
“This is encouraging other 
younger pastors to get 
involved. My generation 
is stepping up to the plate 
and passing the baton to 
the younger ones.”

David Hankins echoed 
the thought.

“The stats are clear and 
they are alarming – we 
are losing those we say 
we love the most – our 
kids and our grandkids,” 
he noted. “The headlines 
on the news and in our 
newsfeeds show the real-
ity of a culture trying to 
distance itself from the 
truth that can set it free. 
Join me in praying God 
will light a fire in our 
souls to do everything 
we can, wherever we can 
and whenever we can to 
reverse these trends.”


