
90 percent of  the work 
has been completed on 
the Pelican Point facilities. 
Remaining work includes 
installation of doors, air 

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) —“Nobody cares 
what’s happening to the 
Uyghurs, okay? You bring it 
up because you really care, 
and I think that’s nice that 
you care. The rest of us don’t 
care.”

This appalling statement 
was made by Silicon Valley 

billionaire 
Chamath 
Palihapiti-
ya, founder 
of Social 
Capital and 
a former 
America 
OnLine 
executive, 
during his 
podcast on 
Martin Lu-

ther King Jr. Day. He also is 
part owner of the Warriors 
franchise of the NBA.

Meanwhile, the ethnic-
minority Uyghurs, a mostly 
Muslim population in 
Xinjiang Province, are suf-
fering untold horrors at the 
hands of China’s Communist 
government. According to 
multiple news reports, the 
Uyghurs are experiencing:

– slave labor (more than 
half a million Uyghurs are 
used to hand pick cotton)

-- forced contraception, 
forced abortions, forced ster-
ilizations (China acknowl-
edged a 60 percent drop in 
the region’s birth rate, 2015-
2018, and another 24 percent 
decline in 2019, but denies 
forced sterilization; instead, 
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LIFE CHANGING DECISION
Woman chooses life, 
finds hope at CENLA 
Pregnancy Center

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) – 
Miranda Underwood walked 
into the CENLA Pregnancy 

Center scared and in denial that she 
was pregnant. But she walked out with 
hope and a life-giving mindset.

“The first day I found out I was 
pregnant, abortion crossed my mind, 
but I knew it was never the right thing 
to do,” Underwood told the Baptist 
Message. “When I walked into the 
CENLA Pregnancy Center, I was at the 
darkest moment in my life. But when 
I left, I knew it would be the great-
est moment and everything would be 
okay.”

DISCOVERING HOPE

Underwood was told by others that 
she would struggle to succeed as a 
single mother. Unsure where to turn, 
she reached out to family members, 
who referred her to the CENLA Preg-
nancy Center.

She said the February 2020 visit 
changed her life. 

The staff encouraged her and gave 
her a journal entitled “Hope.” 

Importantly, they shared a photo of 
baby Phaelyn that was taken by ultra-
sound; and she realized at that moment 
everything would be okay.

“It was a sign from God that this 
was meant to be,” she said. “Everything 

Miranda Underwood embraces her daughter, Phaelyn, at the CENLA Pregnancy Center in Alexandria. 
The ministry helped to steer Underwood to a life-giving mindset.

‘Nobody 
cares!’

Will Hall
Baptist Message
Executive editor

EDITORIAL

Bahamian church campus nearly restored

PELICAN POINT, Ba-
hamas (LBM) – A Louisi-
ana Baptist-led effort to 
help St. Matthew Baptist 

Church rebuild three years 
after Hurricane Dorian lev-
eled their facility is nearing 
completion.

According to Stan 
Statham, Louisiana Baptist 
Disaster Relief strategist, 



January 27, 2022 l  www.baptistmessage.com l  Louisiana Baptist Message

LOUISIANANEWS2
Decision from page one

Brian Blackwell photo

Change of address
Two weeks before change is desired, send 

new address (with zip code and street address) 
and mailing label from this copy of the Louisiana 
Baptist Message. Periodicals postage paid in 
Alexandria, Louisiana, and additional mailing 
offices. 

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
the Baptist Message,1250 MacArthur Drive, PO 
Box 311, Alexandria LA 71309-0311

Subscriptions:
Individual: $14/year

Group rates available
Call the 

Louisiana Baptist Message 
at 318.449.4343 or 877.234.3832

Fax: 318-445-8328
editor@baptistmessage.com

PO Box 311
Alexandria LA 71309

www.baptistmessage.com

Louisiana 
Baptist Message

Advertising
Display [boxed] and classified [words only] advertising must be in writing, 

and may be submitted by email, U.S. mail or fax. 
To the best of our knowledge, all ads in the Louisiana Baptist Message 

represent legitimate companies and offerings. However, one should always 
exercise normal business caution in responding to ads. 

For all your advertising needs contact Rhonda Havens at the Message 
at 318.449.4351 or 877.234.3832.

The Louisiana 
Baptist Message
 partners with:

Volume 137                        January 27, 2022                                      Number  2

(USPS 042-860)   (ISSN 0740-2104)

Published biweekly Thursdays by the Louisiana Baptist Message, 1250 MacArthur Drive, 
Alexandria,  Louisiana 71303.

Will Hall, Editor
STAFF

JoAnne Timothy
Office Manager

Rhonda Havens
Advertising Director

© Copyright 2022 Baptist Message. All rights reserved

Philip Timothy
Managing Editor

Brian Blackwell
Staff Writer

Board of Trustees:
Steve Arledge, Jeremy Blocker, Larry Evans, James Hester, 
Les Colvin Jeff Coleman, Lonnie Gothrup,  David Cranford, 
Mike Evans, Carolyn Grigg, Jimmy Watson, Dale Goodman.

Insurance for Churches
Since 1916

Lori Ardoin & Paul D. Stewart

lardoin@spenglerstewart.com

www.spenglerstewart.com

Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269

lardoin@spenglerstewart.comlardoin@spenglerstewart.comlardoin@spenglerstewart.comlardoin@spenglerstewart.com

Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269Call 318.442.0269

happens for a reason.
“I appreciate what each 

lady has done, from the 
smiles to being very sweet 
to being there for me in my 
most vulnerable time,” she 
continued. “The hugs and 
welcoming feeling you get is 
rare. It’s genuine love here. 
Here they want to know how 
you are doing, still 15 months 
later.”

Throughout her preg-
nancy, the staff continued to 
contact Underwood. They 

hosted her for motherhood 
preparedness classes, helped 
her find a pediatrician and 
obstetrician–gynecologist, 
and donated items for her 
unborn child.

For most of the pregnan-
cy, Phaelyn’s father remained 
uninvolved. However, just 
before her birth (October 
2020) he embraced his role as 
a father and has remained ac-
tive in Phaelyn’s life, since.

Today, Underwood is 
thriving as a mother. More-

over, she has a job at the 
RoyOMartin-Plywood manu-
facturing facility in Chopin 
and owns a home and a car. 

“I wouldn’t take this ex-
perience back for anything,” 
Underwood said. “It’s the 
best feeling being a mom. I 
wish everyone could have a 
kid to have that feeling. It’s 
more of a blessing than I 
imagined.”

CONTINUED HOPE

Located on the Louisiana 
Baptist Building campus, 1254 
MacArthur Drive, Alexandria 

since December 2017, 
CENLA Pregnancy 
Center has served 1,064 
women through preg-
nancy decision coach-
ing (by trained advo-
cates), free pregnancy 
tests, free ultrasounds, 
information about 
pregnancy options and 
other services. 

More than 200 
churches of multiple 
Christian denomina-
tions worked to-
gether to establish the 
pregnancy resource 
center, a non-profit, 
pro-life organization 
to provide compas-
sionate support to 
women and men 
faced with difficult 
pregnancy decisions. 

First Baptist 
Church, Pollock, 
began praying in Janu-
ary 2014 about setting 
up a pregnancy care 
center in central Loui-
siana. By December 2016, a 
nine-person board of trust-
ees had been formed, with 
members, then, from Big 
Creek, Central Louisiana and 
North Rapides Baptist As-
sociations. Then a $1 annual 
lease was signed in 2017 for 
use of the 5,660-sq.-ft. facil-
ity, a $72,000 annual benefit 
provided by the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention.

CENLA Pregnancy Cen-
ter Executive Director Claire 

Lemoine said she is grateful 
God has allowed her orga-
nization to help women like 
Underwood choose life.

“Miranda showed great 
courage when she sought 
out services from us in a mo-
ment of much fear and con-
fusion,” Lemoine said. “To 
know that the ministry was 
part of she and her Phaeyln’s 
journey is such a gift to each 
one of us who labor here.”

An ultrasound photograph and a “Hope” jour-
nal reminds Miranda Underwood she was do-
ing the right thing to choose life.
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Revival sweeps among Maplewood students
SULPHUR, La. (LBM) – For 

more than a year, Addisyn 
Brattain had been a faithful 
attender of Maplewood First 
Baptist Church when her stu-
dent minister, Nathan Yates, 
challenged the youth group to 
truly follow Christ.

Brattain knew about Jesus, 
but it was not until that sum-
mertime Wednesday evening 
that she finally understood 
what it meant to be commit-
ted to Him. During a worship 
service, Sept. 26, she shared 
her decision before friends and 
family through baptism.

“It was like a breath of 
fresh air being born again,” 
Brattain told the Baptist Mes-
sage. 

She also said she was excit-
ed “to be surrounded by family 
and friends” to celebrate her 
baptism.

“I can’t wait to see what 
plans God has for me in the 
future,” Brattain added.

YOUTH MOVEMENT

Brattain was one of 62 stu-
dents who made decisions to 
follow Christ in 2021. Twenty-
five of those were baptized last 
year, 22 are awaiting baptism 
and the remaining 15 are being 
discipled about baptism.

Most of the decisions took 
place during summer camp 

and a “Disciple Now” week-
end, but the student ministry 
also reaped spiritual fruit at 
a Wednesday night event in 
October that featured former 
American Ninja Warrior con-
testant Jared Greer. Despite an 
unexpected storm and a loss of 
power, the Holy Spirit moved 21 

Maplewood First Baptist Church celebrated 25 baptisms  
of students in 2021 and is anticipating an even greater 
number in 2022.

Student Minister Nathan Yates celebrated 
one of the many youth baptized in 2021.

The students at Maplewood First Baptist 
Church are experiencing spiritual renewal.
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If you have a bus or van you would like to sell, go online to 
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ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Paul Allbrit-
ton wanted to use his 
financial knowledge as a 
ministry when he became 
manager of the Baptist 
Employees of Louisiana 
Credit Union in 2010.

Allbritton, who will 
retire, Feb. 14, from what 
is now the Louisiana 
Baptist Federal Credit 
Union, is grateful for the 
opportunity God has 
given him to help hun-
dreds of members obtain 
car loans, refinance high 

LBFCU’s Allbritton to retire Feb. 14
interest rate credit card 
loans and receive finan-
cial advice based on bibli-
cal precepts.

“My time here has 
been very rewarding,” 
Allbritton told the Bap-
tist Message. “I’ve loved 
working with people 
over these years and have 
enjoyed helping members 
who sometimes may not 
have been able to get help 
in other places.”

Allbritton, a native of 
Shreveport, previously 
worked at three other 
credit unions: Alexan-
dria USDA Credit Union, 
Pineville (vice president 

of lending, 1988-2006); 
Willis-Knighton Federal 
Credit Union, Shreve-
port (president/CEO, 
2007-2009); and Heart of 
Louisiana Federal Credit 
Union, Pineville (for-
merly Alexandria USDA 
FCU; collections man-
ager, 2009-2010).

When he assumed 
his BELCU role in 2010, 
membership was re-
stricted to employees 
of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention and its enti-
ties. Realizing the need to 
grow, Allbritton and his 
board of trustees worked 
to open membership in 
2013 to any Louisiana 
Baptist whose church 
is a cooperative partner 
with the Louisiana Bap-
tist Convention. A year 
later, the ministry was 
renamed the Louisiana 
Baptist Federal Credit 
Union.

Other notable accom-
plishments during his 
leadership include updat-
ing the computer system 

During his 12 years as manager of the Louisiana Baptist Federal Credit Union 
Paul Allbritton has helped hundreds of members and greatly enjoyed the re-
lationships he developed with them.

(providing a cost-savings 
benefit) and increasing 
the credit union’s loan 
portfolio from $2.8 mil-
lion to $4 million. 

“The changes have 
allowed the credit union 
to reduce expenses and 
be more competitive,” 
Allbritton said. “I feel we 
have a great foundation 
for the next manager to 
build upon.”

Looking toward retire-
ment, Allbritton hopes 
to spend more time 
working on home im-
provement and vehicle 
restoration projects. He 
also plans to volunteer in 

the community, golf, fish 
and continue to wor-
ship with First Baptist 
Church, Pineville; and he 
will help as asked by his 
wife and daughter with 
their women’s clothing 
business.

“I have been blessed 
to have the support of 
a wonderful wife and 
family,” Allbritton said. 
“I have also had a great 
group of directors on the 
credit union board. They 
have allowed me a lot of 
latitude to manage the 
credit union, and were 
always there if I needed 
them.”
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conditioning system and 
restrooms. Leaders are an-
ticipating an April dedica-
tion of the facility.

“Our volunteers and 
churches have committed 
to seeing this rebuild min-
istry through to comple-
tion for the glory of God,” 
Statham told the Baptist 
Message.

St. Matthew Baptist 
is one of nine Baptist 
churches (there are a total 
of 13 Baptist churches on 
the island) severely dam-
aged or destroyed by the 
storm that packed 185-
mile per hour winds at 
the height of Hurricane 
Dorian on Sept. 2, 2019.

Louisiana is among sev-
eral states participating in 
‘Bahama Rebuild,’ a part-
nership with the Interna-
tional Mission Board and 
Baptist Global Response. 
Louisiana and Mississippi 
have sent numerous teams 
to rebuild the church 
while the Baptist state 
conventions of Alabama 
and North Carolina are 
sending additional teams 
to undertake other proj-
ects on the islands.

Since the first team 
arrived in late December 
2019, teams have complet-
ed the foundation, drive-
way, walls, ceiling, floors 
and electrical lines.

But the project also 
encountered some diffi-
culties:

-- In July 2020, the 
Bahamian government 
closed the borders to most 
U.S. travelers because of 

COVID, and for the next 
12 months Louisiana Bap-
tist Disaster Relief teams 
were unable to work in 
the country. 

-- Additionally, costs 
of building materials have 
risen.

Now Louisiana Baptists 
are nearing the finish line 
for the project.

“Louisiana Baptists 
have done a great thing 
for this community 
because they could have 
never accomplished this 
on their own,” Louisi-

ana Baptist Mission and 
Ministry Director John 
Hebert said. “This com-
munity is remote, and 
it would have taken a 
decade or more for these 
people -- with no homes 
to live in themselves -- to 
reestablish the ministry 
at St. Matthews. What 
we’ve done is given these 
people in Pelican Point a 
jump on their ministry 
by a decade so they can 
continue to offer their 
community a hope for the 
future.”

of the 170 students in the 
crowd to accept Christ.

“God worked in such 
an incredible 
way,” Yates 
said. “We had 
been praying 
for a harvest for 
so long. It was 
a joy to see God 
at work.”

Yates said 
the spiritual 
renewal was 
reflected in 
the students’ 
newfound pas-
sion for reach-
ing friends for 
Christ at school.

“Some of our kids 
got saved and then the 
excitement blew up to 

where they were sharing 
Christ with their friends 
and seeing them accept 

Christ,” Yates 
said. “It’s my 
prayer that kids 
get saved and 
they reach their 
family with the 
testimony of 
their changed 
lives.”

The move-
ment among the 
students comes 
as Maplewood 
First Baptist 
continues to 
overcome the 
multiple calami-
ties of the coro-

navirus pandemic and 
two hurricanes.

Hurricanes Laura and 
Delta leveled a two-story 
building that also hosted 
Sunday school class-
rooms and a Christian 
school. The back wall of 
the worship center also 
was destroyed, but the 
congregation has contin-
ued to meet in the facil-
ity while the repairs are 
being made.

The weekday school 
and Sunday school 
classes are meeting in 
other buildings on cam-
pus, and construction on 
a new facility is expected 
to begin in the spring.

Pastor Jeremy Blocker 
said he is grateful for his 
congregation’s unwaver-
ing faith through disas-
ter after disaster, and for 
God’s supernatural ways.

“One cool thing is 

we can trace this move-
ment in the youth group 
to a couple of youth 
inviting their friends 
to a Wednesday night 
gathering in our student 
ministry,” Blocker said. 
“Their friends got saved 
and invited other friends. 
Many of them got saved 

Nathan Yates, student 
minister at Maplewood 
First Baptist Church

and the cycle has contin-
ued to this day.

“What Laura and 
Delta took away, we 
are viewing as a gift,” 
Blocker continued, “be-
cause we have been able 
to plan for the future 
instead of rebuilding for 
the past.”
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Ouachita Baptist celebrates debt retirement

Ouachita Baptist Church celebrated a note-burning, Jan. 9, and remembered 
God’s faithfulness to bring them out of massive debt. 

WEST MONROE, La. 
(LBM) – Ouachita Baptist 
Church recently celebrated 
the retirement of $735,000 
in debt on their worship 
center and fellowship hall.

Members rejoiced dur-
ing a special note-burning 
service, Jan. 9, especially 
noting God’s faithfulness 
to them during the six-
year journey.

“I’m just so proud of 
my church and what God 
did through them,” Pas-
tor Mike Holloway told 
the Baptist Message. “The 
financial burden is lifted, 
and the future is bright. 
We are not the church we 
were five years ago, but we 
aren’t the church we are 
going to be five years from 
now.”

When Holloway arrived 
as pastor in January 2016, 
the church was struggling 
to pay the monthly note. 
A year later, Holloway 

presented “2020 Vision,” 
a plan to retire the re-
maining debt of $500,000 
within four years. COVID 
caused a one-year delay in 
reaching the goal, but the 
note was paid in full, Jan. 
9.

Ray Anding, a member 
of the church since its 
founding 37 years ago, was 
honored to be one of the 
two members who paid 
off the remaining $30,000 
prior to the note-burning 
service.

“Everybody was clap-
ping; we were on cloud 
nine,” Anding said. “We 
remembered how God has 
blessed our church. Prayer 
and reaching out to others 
have been so important 
during the last few years as 
we worked together to pay 
off this loan.”

Holloway said the bold 
step of faith by the congre-
gation has produced much 
fruit.

When they began the 
ambitious plan, 50-60 at-

tended Sunday worship 
and missions giving was 
down. By the end of 2021, 
attendance had grown to 
nearly 200 and giving to 
efforts to further the Gos-
pel similarly increased.

Holloway said members 
have become more enthu-
siastic about sharing the 
Gospel through prayer, 
door-to-door evangelism, 
tent revivals and a minis-
try to people addicted to 
drugs, alcohol and other 
destructive lifestyles. 

He said they now regu-
larly participate in mission 
efforts in the Ukraine, the 
Navajo reservation in New 
Mexico, Malawi and Zam-
bia. Holloway said retire-
ment of the debt has freed 
up the congregation to 
purchase a $9,000 church 
facility for a Zambian con-
gregation, and he expects 
even more opportunities to 
give.

“Our church is built on 
prayer, outreach, evange-
lism, conservative preach-

ing and genuine worship,” 
Holloway said. “Evange-
lism still works. The word 
of God won’t return void. 
How will they believe 
without a preacher, or 
unless someone goes and 

tells them? We practice 
the Great Commission 
here and paying off this 
debt has now freed us to 
do even more in missions 
to share the Good News 
around the world.”
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Despite sizable needs, Celebration Church continues to serve

METAIRIE, La. (LBM) 
–Hurricane Ida wreaked 
significant damage to five 
of Celebration Church’s 
eight campus facilities 
and hundreds of mem-
bers’ homes, Aug. 29, 
2021. But instead of paus-
ing, the congregation has 
pressed forward in min-
istry, despite substantial 
repair needs.

“Serving our commu-
nity has been a part of 
our DNA for a long time,” 
Celebration Church Lead 
Pastor Dennis Watson 
told the Baptist Message. 
“For most of our history 
we have talked about how 
we exist to bring honor 
and glory to God and to 
help people in the com-
munities around us. We 
tell people when they join 
our church, we expect 
them to serve in the 
church or community, or 
both. Our people, in the 
midst of their own per-
sonal challenges and trag-
edies, continue to reach 
out to help others.”

COVID STRUGGLES

Like other Louisiana 
Baptist congregations, 
Celebration Church was 
not immune from the 
impacts of COVID.

In January 2020, Cel-
ebration Church aver-
aged 7,000 in combined 
worship attendance at 
its eight campuses in the 
New Orleans area and 

A line of cars filled the parking lot of Celebration Church in Metairie in 
September. Members, despite having to deal with damage to their homes, 
helped distribute meals throughout the month to those impacted by Hur-
ricane Ida.

Northshore. But two 
months later, COVID-
related safety concerns 
caused the church to 
move to online-only wor-
ship.

When in-person ser-
vices resumed, June 2020, 
members slowly returned, 
with 3,800 attending 
about a year later, the 
most since the onset of 
the pandemic. A month 
after the high attendance 
Sunday, 102 new converts 
were baptized as part of 
a special “All In” week-
end across its campuses. 
A week later crowds 
dropped again due to the 

emergence of the CO-
VID-19 Delta variant.

IDA IMPACTS

When Ida made land-
fall, the congregation’s 
challenges deepened:

-- a wall was destroyed 
and the roof damaged at 
the Lower St. Bernard 
Parish facility, Violet;

-- much of the build-
ing was destroyed on the 
Westbank campus, Mar-
rero (members are meet-
ing at Life Center Cathe-
dral Church, Marrero, five 
miles away);

-- the worship cen-

ter sustained significant 
damaged in Metairie-New 
Orleans (but members 
continue to meet there);

--  in Kenner, the 
worship center roof and 
outside walls collapsed 
(the congregation meets 
in a smaller onsite facility 
where the Kenner His-
panic congregation previ-
ously met);

-- and members at-
tending the River Parishes 
campus, LaPlace, were 
displaced because of dam-
age to the building, and 
now meet at First Assem-
bly of God, LaPlace (one 
mile down the road).

Watson said the work 
on the Kenner, River 
Parishes and Westbank 
campuses may not be 
complete until late 2023. 
Repairs to the facilities 
on the Lower St. Bernard 
and Metairie-New Or-
leans campuses should be 
done later this year.

Watson’s home also 
was damaged. However, 
he and his wife, Vicki, 
were able to move back 
into it, mid-January, after 
living in temporary lodg-
ing since Ida.
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MOVING FORWARD

Despite all the set-
backs, members served 
the people in their re-
gion multiple ways after 
Ida, Watson said:

-- partnered with 
Mercy Chefs, a faith-
based group, to serve 
more than 225,000 meals 
in September;

-- distributed relief 
supplies, donated by 
others, to thousands of 
families impacted by Ida;

-- removed downed 
trees, tarped roofs for 
senior adults and single 
moms; and

-- performed mud 
out services in flooded 
houses.

Looking to the new 
year, he said the congre-
gation will focus on four 
key initiatives:  continue 
to repair campus facili-
ties, engage the commu-

nity, make more dis-
ciples, and equip parents 
to disciple their children.

“We want our people 
to be followers of Jesus 
and not just Jesus fans,” 
Watson said. “We expect 
to bounce back from all 
this craziness. 

“I posted on my 
Facebook page, recently, 
a photo of a church sign 
that said, ‘Living with-
out God is like trying 
to dribble a football,’” 
he shared. “There are so 
many stress factors that 
people are dealing with; 
and if they don’t have 
the Lord and a church 
family in these times, 
they will struggle men-
tally, emotionally, rela-
tionally, financially and 
spiritually. 

“To stay connected 
to the Lord, people need 
to be part of a church 
family,’ he continued, 

When in-person services resumed in June 2020 after COVID-19 forced churches to on-line only services, Cele-
bration Church experienced a high-attendance Sunday.  The following month - mid-July -- Pastor Dennis Watson 
baptized one of 102 new converts during a special “All In” weekend across the churches’ eight campuses. 

“and we at Celebration 
Church are doing our 

best to equip our mem-
bers to be just that to a 

community that needs 
Jesus.”
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officials claim women are be-
ing given gender equality to 
work in factories, etc.)

-- imprisonment (1-3 
million men, women and 
children are being held in 
concentration camps that 
China claims are voluntary 
re-education and vocational 
training centers)

Yet, despite these known 
criminal offenses, China is 
set to host the 2022 Winter 
Olympics, starting Feb. 4.

Why do the Uyghur 
people matter to China? 

They compose about half 
the population of the Xinjiang 
Province, about 12 million of 
the 25 million people liv-
ing there (but less than one 
percent of China’s popula-
tion), and they have a distinct 
Turkic culture which is decid-
edly different from the Han 
majority culture of the rest of 
the country. 

Communist leaders view 
the religious and ethnic 
differences as divisive, dis-
ruptive and thus threaten-
ing to China’s political and 
economic stability, especially 
because Xinjiang is a strategic 
region, producing 84 percent 
of China’s cotton and holding 
the largest reserves of coal, oil 
and natural gas in the coun-
try. Moreover, it’s location 
is key to China’s expansion 
of the “New Silk Road” of 
commerce to Europe, comple-
menting its “String of Pearls” 
military expansion of ports 

along the Indian Ocean, giv-
ing it protected sea lines to 
Africa. 

Why should the Uyghur 
people matter to you and me?

Some might argue that if 
we do not help the Uyghurs, 
Christians are next. But there 
already is religious persecu-
tion of Christians in China, 
and international monitors of 
such activity say it is worsen-
ing.

Rather, Christians should 
be appalled and angered to 
do something to help the 
Uyghurs because it’s the right 
thing to do regardless of 
whether the Uyghurs are “one 
of us” or not. We should care 
about the Uyghurs because of 
“The Good Samaritan.” 

In that parable, Jesus 
shared how a priest and a 
Levite avoided even com-
ing near the naked body of 
a victim left by robbers on 
the road from Jerusalem to 
Jericho. The priest was specifi-
cally prohibited from touch-
ing a dead body (Lev. 21:1), 
so investigating for life signs 
had some risk for him. But 
everyone else in Israel would 
have been declared unclean 
for touching a dead body, as 
well (Nu. 19:11-13), so the Lev-
ite passed on the other side of 
the road, too.

However, a Samaritan, a 
person who, because of his 
mixed ethnicity, was avoided 
by devout Jews, stopped to 
care for the stranger, who is 
not identified as either Jew 
or Gentile. Regardless, the 
Samaritan followed the law of 
compassion that both reli-
gious leaders ignored: “Show 

mercy and compassion every-
one to his brother” (Zechariah 
7:9).

Jesus then emphasized that 
a “brother” or a “neighbor” is 
more than just “someone like 
me” -- whether by bloodline, 
nationality or religion. It is 
anyone and everyone – all 
people. 

Meanwhile, secular 
America should be concerned 
as well.

The American Chamber of 
Commerce in China lists 338 
U.S.-based companies operat-
ing there. Additionally, the 
United States is sending one 
of the largest contingents to 
the Beijing Games among the 
91 qualifying nations. Yet, the 
public outcry has been muted 
about China’s crimes against 
its people -- eerily reminiscent 
of the backdrop for the Berlin 
Olympics of 1936. 

In 1933, almost immedi-
ately after coming to power, 
Hitler built Dachau, Ger-
many’s first concentration 
camp. But by 1936 there were 
hundreds of concentration 
camps and detention centers 
all over Germany, includ-
ing the large SS facilities of 
Oranienburg, Esterwegen, 
Lichtenburg and Columbia 
Haus; and tens of thousands 
of political prisoners were be-
ing jailed, and many tortured, 

in these facilities. Moreover, 
using legislation, Hitler had 
been taking away the rights 
of Jews (less than one percent 
of the population), moving 
toward purifying the German 
race. Jewish athletes were 
even barred from Germany’s 
Olympic team.

Some groups proposed 
boycotting the Olympic 
Games because of the crimes 
being committed against the 
people. But big business had 
significant investments in 
Germany, and U.S. companies 
like Ford and General Motors 
were focused on protect-
ing their profits in 1936, not 
fretting about human rights 
abuses in the country. Indeed, 
these automotive manufac-
turers were still operating 
in Germany under their 
respective American parent 
company’s control even after 
the outbreak of war in 1939, 
according to thenation.com 
and washingtonpost.com.

Meanwhile, sports groups, 
including a majority member-
ship of the Amateur Athletic 
Union as reported by newspa-
pers of that day, argued that 
the best thing would be to 
participate and beat Hitler’s 
athletes.

However, when the Berlin 
Games ended, Hitler’s Ger-
many had amassed the most 

medals of any country, with 
the United States coming in a 
distant second in total medals 
as well as in each of the gold, 
silver and bronze counts. 

On top of that, just three 
years later, our GIs were 
shocked to battle Nazis who 
were driving Ford-built 
trucks and flying Opel-built 
warplanes (a GM subsidiary).

Now, our political elites 
are debating whether the of-
fenses by China are “crimes 
against humanity,” or “ethnic 
cleansing,” or “genocide” 
(as narrowly defined by 
the Genocide Convention 
of 1948). In the meantime, 
12 million people are being 
terrorized for simply being 
different.

Jesus told a lawyer the 
most important law was to 
love God completely and 
the second was to love your 
neighbor as much as you love 
yourself (Matthew 22:36-40). 
Later, He gave a new stan-
dard, calling on His followers 
to love their neighbors “as I 
have loved you” ( John 13:34-
35).

Jesus loved us to the point 
of giving His life that we 
might live.

America’s Christians need 
to consider what we are will-
ing to sacrifice to show the 
Uyghurs we do indeed care.
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 LOUISIANANOTABLES
EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you have a Revival, 
Homecoming, a new pastor, a community 
outreach or a concert? The Baptist Message 
would love to share your church news with 
the rest of the state. It is very easy to do, 
just send in your information (who, what, 
where and when) to philip@baptistmes-
sage.com or call 318.449.4345. To get your 
event in the paper, please submit your in-
formation three weeks prior to the event.

ON THE MOVE

n Kade McKee is the new youth min-
ister at Christ’s Community Church, Den-
ham Springs.
n Roy (Thumper) Miller is the new 
pastor at Open Door Fellowship, Coush-
atta.
n Steve Bennett is retiring on January 
31 after 55 years in ministry.  He has pas-
tored churches in Louisiana, Texas, Missis-
sippi, and New York. He is retiring from 
First Baptist Church, Moss Bluff as Pastor 
Emeritus.

REVIVAL

n First Baptist Church, Haynesville: 
Revival, January 30-February 2, 6 p.m. 
nightly. Evangelist: Bill Britt. Worship: 
Mark Lanier. Pastor: Jeff Tinsley.
n First Baptist Church, Lafayette: Ignite 
22, February 6-9, Sunday, 9:30 & 11 a.m., 
6 p.m., College night, 7 p.m.; Monday: 
6 p.m., Student night; Revival service, 
7 p.m.; Tuesday 6 p.m., Family night, 7 
p.m., Revival service; Wednesday, 6 
p.m., steak night, 7 p.m., Revival ser-
vice. Evangelist: Ronnie Hill. Pastor: 
James Pritchard.
n Bonita Road Baptist Church, Bastrop: 
Revival, February 6-9. Evangelist: Ru-
bin Weaver, Feb. 6-8; Gevan Spinney, 
Feb. 9. Worship: Broken Vessels. Pastor: 
Casey Johnson.
n Jamestown Baptist Church. James-
town: Revival, February 6-9. Evangelist: 

Answer to January 13 Scripture Crypto:
James two: five

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 
R = K;  T = E

dqy mtuhxft yt zhgt vhsdptdhdut cwqv pzt rsdb’f 

ehkhut, hdl sp yhf dqp vttp cqw xf pq ftt pzt rsdb’f  

lsfzqdqxw, pztwtcqwt zhgt yt ftdp hdl utwpscstl pz

rsdb; 

tiwh cqxw:cqxwpttd

Sam Moore. Pastor: Stan Foster.
n Eastwood Baptist Church, Haughton: 
Family Revival Night, February 9, 6 
p.m. Speaker: Jared Hall. Pastor: Brad 
Watson.
n Martin Baptist Church, Coushatta: 
Spring Revival, February 13-16. 
Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Richard 
Kaufman.
n New Hope Baptist Church, Elmer: 
Spring Revival, February 20-23. Evan-
gelist: Randall Creel. Worship: The 
Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: Robert 
McClane.

LAGNIAPPE

n New Hope Baptist Church, Monroe 
is seeking a bivocational or full-time pastor 
to shepherd a small congregation. Send 
résumés to 3870 Old Sterlington Road, 

Monroe, La. 71203.
n Social Springs Baptist Church, Ringgold: 
Celebrate the Harvest sportsmen 
event in Hall Summit. January 29. Evan-
gelist: Sam Moore. Pastor: James Hester.
n Magnolia Baptist Church, Saline: Mark 
Lanier in concert, January 30, 6 p.m. Pas-
tor: Duane Moreno.
n Social Springs Baptist Church, Ringgold: 
Personal Evangelism Training, January 
30. Evangelist: Sam Moore. Pastor: James 

Hester.
n Woodridge Baptist Church, Shreveport: 
7th annual Call to Prayer by the 
Northwest Louisiana Baptist Associa-
tion, January 30, 6 p.m. DOM: Lane Moore, 
Northwest Louisiana Baptist Association.
n LaSalle Baptist Association, Jena: 
Man Up! 2022, February 3, 6:30 p.m. at 
the Jena Community Center. Speakers: 
Rubin Weaver and Casey Johnson. 
Music: Graveway Quartet. Cost: Free 
and a meal will be provided. Call Eileen at 
318.992.8864 by no later than February 
2 at noon to reserve your spot or sign 
up at any church in the LaSalle Baptist 
Association.
n Jamestown Baptist Church, Jamestown: 
Wild Game supper event, February 
5. Evangelist: Sam Moore. Pastor: Stan 
Foster.
n First Baptist Church, Haughton: 
Valentine’s Banquet, February 5, 6 p.m. 
in the Family Life Center. Speaker: Chad 
Thornsberry, comedian. Tickets are $20 
each and can be purchased on Sundays in 
the church foyer, Wednesdays in the First 
Haughton’s Family Life Center, and at the 
office throughout the week. Pastor: Gevan 
Spinney.
n Men of Courage Louisiana, Coushatta: 
Man Church, February 10, 6 p.m. at the 
Shop (1942, Hwy 507, Coushatta, La.). 
Speaker: Thumper Miller, pastor of 
Open Door Fellowship, Coushatta. Free 
chili and giveaways (must be present to 
win the giveaways).
n Clara Springs Baptist Encampment, 
Pelican: The Great Date Escape, 
February 12, 2022, 6-8 pm. Cost: $100 
for 2, includes candlelight dinner and 

Jack West, pastor of Holloway Bap-
tist Church in Deville, was honored 
with a retirement reception on Jan. 
23. West and wife, Becky, are retir-
ing after 37 years of service at Hol-
loway Baptist. He was presented 
with a plaque (R) from members of 
the congregation. After graduating 
from New Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, he pastored First Bap-
tist Church in Peterman, Alabama. 
In January of 1985, he came to Hol-
loway where he has served for the 
remainder of his ministry.

entertainment. Entertainment: Illusions 
by world-renowned David and Kylie 
Knight and piano music by Drew Ley. 
For more information, call 318.796.3875 or 
go to www.clarasprings.com.
n First Baptist Church, Bossier City: 
Valentine’s Day Couples Banquet, 
February 12, 6 p.m. Speakers: Greg and 
Janna Long of Avalon. Come experience 
an evening of fun, encouragement, music 
and inspiration.Cost: $20. Tickets: https://
valentinesbanquet.pushpayevents.com/
booking/attendees/new. Pastor: Brad 
Jurkovich.
n First Baptist Church, DeRidder: 
Women’s Bible Conference, February 
19, 9 a.m. – noon. Speaker: Andrea P. 
Bourgeois. For more information, contact 
Kay Vidrine at 337.396.2494. Pastor: Steve 
Graves.
n Heflin Baptist Church, Heflin: Avenue 
Trio in concert, February 20, 11 a.m. 
Pastor: Ronnie Osborne.
n Acadiana Baptist Center, Eunice: An-
nual Southern Baptist Camping Con-
ference, February 20-21. Speaker: Dennis 
Swanberg. Director: James Newsom.
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 PRINT YOUR AD HERE

Business/ChurCh

ADDress

City PhOne

MAiL AD/CheCK tO: Baptist Message l P.O. Box 311 l Alexandria, La. 71309

List DAtes tO run:

Classified ad rate: 
Cost is $6 per line (5 words per line); 25 word minimum. 

Advertisement must be accompanied with payment in advance
and there are no discounts for classified line ads.

Baptist Message Classified ad forM

To place a classified ad , complete this form and fax to 318.445.8328
or mail to Baptist Message Advertising, 1250 MacArthur Drive, P.O. Box 311, Alexandria, LA 71309

For questions, please call Rhonda at 318.449.4351 or email rhonda@baptistmessage.com

DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355  Melton 
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years 
of experience, Family-
Owned and Operated. Variety 
of fabrics available. Work done 
on-site. All Work Guar-
anteed. Call for estimates: 
601.776.6617. If remodeling 
your sanctuary, please give us 
a call about upholstering your 
pews!

HISTORIC Appalachian Pine 
1x6 Bead Board/V-Grove 
or Ship Lap/Nickel Gap – 99 
cents a foot by the board or 95 
cents a foot bundle quantity. 
Call 318.757.8482 for more 
information.

EARNEST LITTLE available for 
supply, interim and revivals 
in the Central Louisiana area.  
Please call 318.663.2770.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in 
Mansfield, LA is seeking a 
part-time financial secre-
tary.  Experience in bookkeep-
ing and some knowledge of 
Quickbooks is preferred.  Résu-
més can be dropped off by the 
church office at 1710 McArthur 
Dr. or emailed to churchof-
fice@firstmansfield.org.

Call Advertising Director Rhon-
da Havens at 318.449.4351 or 
877.234.3832 to place your ads.
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