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Wheelchair is no obstacle to believer’s baptism

GLENMORA, La. (LBM) – 
Being wheelchair-bound could 
not stop 68-year-old Jack Butler 
from publicly declaring his faith 
in Jesus through baptism, May 15.

Six men, three on each side, 
carried Butler on a wooden plank 
and then placed him in the water 
while Pastor Neil Treme baptized 
him at Glenmora Baptist Church. 
Moments later, Brandy Butler, 
45, followed.

“Whatever it took, Jack want-
ed to profess his faith in Christ,” 

Treme told the Message. “Jack 
really wanted people to know 
that he was following Christ, 
even though he was very sick.”

The couple accepted Christ, 
April 22, during an in-home visit 
from long-time friend James 
Irvine and Treme. Irvin led Jack 
and Treme led Brandy to a rela-
tionship with Jesus during the 
encounter.

“After 45 minutes, I asked 
them if they happened to be 
right with the Lord and they 
said no,” Irvine recalled. “I told 
them we can take care of that 
right now and I shared Scripture 

with them. 
“It was an awesome experi-

ence to be able to lead someone 
like that to the Lord and then see 
the husband want to be bap-
tized no matter what it took,” he 
continued. “God reminded me 
that you should never give up 
on people. If God wants to do 
something, he will make a way 
to see it through no matter how 
impossible it may seem.”

Since September 2020, nine 
new converts have been baptized 
at Glenmora Baptist, which aver-

NOLA church plant is growing the Kingdom

Six members from Glenmora Baptist Church carried 
Jack Butler on a wooden plank and then placed him in 
the water for Pastor Neil Treme to baptize him, May 15.

Groundbreaking on Immanuel Community Church took place in June and the new facility is rapidly going up despite delays from theft of equipment 
and materials. It is expected to open by November. The church will be located on the property that once was home to Elysian Fields Baptist Church, 
which closed after Hurricane Katrina severely damage the campus in 2005.

NEW ORLEANS (LBM) 
– More than 100 volun-
teers from eight churches 

have spent a portion of the 
summer helping Immanuel 
Community Church ex-
pand its Gospel reach into 
the community through 
the construction of a mul-

tipurpose facility in New 
Orleans.

Under the direction of 
Louisiana Baptist Mission 
Builders Field Strategist 
Mark Jelks, teams from 
Wisconsin, Alabama, Mis-
sissippi and Kentucky are 
working with Louisiana 
Baptists to construct the 
10,000-square-foot facility. 
When completed, the fa-
cility will house a worship 
center (with seating for up 
to 400), children’s area, fel-
lowship hall and offices.

Groundbreaking on the 
property was held in June 
and the new facility is ex-
pected to open by Novem-
ber on property that once 
was home to Elysian Fields 
Baptist Church, which 
closed after Hurricane Ka-
trina severely damage the 
campus in 2005.

“Since I moved to 
New Orleans, I have been 
burdened for the youth 
in our city,” Pastor Matt 

LBCH prepares 
to meet more
adoption, foster
care needs

MONROE, La. (LBM)—
Louisiana Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home and Family 
Ministries is preparing 
for an expected increase 
in needs for adoption and 
foster care following the 
Supreme Court ruling in 
Dobbs v. Jackson which 
permitted Louisiana to 
enact a ban on abortions.

“We know that more 
babies will be placed in 
state foster care and more 
babies will need adop-
tive, forever families,” said 
Perry Hancock, LBCHFM 
president and CEO. “We 
want to be ready to meet 
those needs.”

Hancock described how 
the ministry’s Connect-
1Child program (connect-
1child.org) assists foster 
and adoptive families and 
helps Louisiana Baptist 
churches and associations 
to develop ministries that 
support the foster care/
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A GREAT NEED FOR LOUISIANA BAPTIST 
FOSTER AND ADOPTIVE FAMILIES 

AND SUPPORTIVE CHURCHES!

Roe v. Wade Overturned... 
What’s Next?

Is God Calling YOU to Foster or Adopt 
a Child in Need?

Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries is ready to help families 
answer God’s call to foster and adopt and equip churches to support them.

Please Call 318-343-2244 for More Info – Ask for Family Services

“Pure and genuine religion in the sight of God the Father means 
caring for orphans… in their distress.” (James 1:27)

Retired Townsend reflects on 28 years of impacting young lives

JENA, La. (LBM) – Terry 
Townsend has served 
churches in Texas and 

Louisiana for 35 years, com-
mitting the last 28 years as 
student minister with First 
Baptist Church, Jena, before 
retiring July 17.

“It’s been a privilege 

and an honor to minister 
to people, and to spread 
the Gospel,” Townsend 
told the Baptist Message. 
“God has put a lot of great 
people in my life that have 
not only helped me grow as 
a Christian but also helped 
me in ministry. I appreciate 
those who have invested in 
me and helped me in this 
journey.”

A native of Columbus, 
Ohio, Townsend’s spiri-
tual journey began in 1969, 
when he sought permission 
to date a young lady. Her 
father, who was the pas-

tor with Southside Baptist 
Church in Columbus, said 
Townsend must first attend 
church with the family. For 
the next month, Townsend 
soaked in biblical truths at 
worship services and dur-
ing the car ride back to his 
home.

“Through his ministry, 
I realized I was a sinner in 
need of a Savior,” Townsend 
said. “In the middle of one 
of his sermons, the Holy 
Spirit rocked my world and 
I asked Jesus into my heart. 
The girl soon dropped me, 
but I got the better end of 
the deal.”

Immediately after he 
accepted Christ, Townsend 
shared the Truth with his 
friends, discovering that 
most of them attended 
church but had not both-
ered to tell him about Jesus. 

“I thought that was 
odd,” he recalled. “Why 
wouldn’t you want to share 
the Good News with every-
body?”

Townsend continued 
to grow in his faith as a 
high school junior, when 
his family moved to Huber 
Heights, Ohio. He attended 
Fellowship of Christian 
Athlete meetings at Wayne 
High School and became 
friends with the director, 

Ken Rebok, who discipled 
and encouraged him to pur-
sue Christ on a deeper level.

“Ken Rebok taught me 
about the importance of 
reading God’s Word on a 
daily basis and how to share 
practical spiritual truths 
with other teenagers,” he 
said.

After his high school 
graduation, Townsend 
joined the United States Air 
Force, serving eight years 
before he was honorably 
discharged in 1982. He then 
enrolled at Louisiana Col-
lege (now Louisiana Chris-
tian University) to begin 
training for youth ministry.

He graduated from LC 
and then Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Fort Worth, Texas. 
Then he served on church 
staffs with First Baptist 
Church, Columbus, Texas; 
Trinity Baptist Church, Pin-
eville, Louisiana; Donahue 
Family Church (now Jour-
ney Church), Pineville; and 
First Baptist Church, Jena.

While serving with FBC 
Jena, he introduced more 
than 2,000 children and 
their families to the Gospel 
through 18 seasons of Up-
ward Basketball, took stu-
dents to 27 summer camps, 
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Delaughter told the Baptist 
Message. “We want to see 
those youth not go the route 
of so many in New Orleans 
who have chosen violence. 
Instead, we hope to help 
them know the joy of Jesus 
and a life of generosity. We 
want Immanuel to be that 
faithful witness to Jesus and 
hope through the years we 
will have a significance in-
fluence in our community.”

ICC started in the Treme 
neighborhood of New Or-
leans as a church plant of 
Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Louisville, Kentucky, in 
2015. The church wor-
shipped there until relocat-
ing in 2020 to Gentilly Bap-
tist Church, which is fewer 
than 2 miles from where the 
new facility is under con-
struction. Delaughter asked 
for prayers as his church 
tries to finish the project by 
November.

OPEN DOORS

Construction of the multi-
purpose building has opened 

doors to sharing the Gospel 
in the neighborhood, De-
laughter said.

The church has prayer 
walked, given apprecia-
tion gifts to teachers at the 
nearby Bethune Elementary 
School and served 500 meals 
a day for two weeks after 
Hurricane Ida made landfall 
in 2021. Additionally, North 
American Mission Board 
“Gen Send” summer mis-
sionaries have canvassed the 
neighborhood to gather de-
mographics and share Christ 
with homeowners. 

Residents have been 
grateful for the bold wit-
ness of the congregation 
and other mission teams, 
who have continued with 
construction efforts despite 
multiple thefts of tools, 
building materials and other 
items (totaling more than 
$15,000). [Contact iccno-
la@gmail.com to help 
replace stolen items]

“One lady gives pop-
sicles to the volunteers just 
about every day and others 
have brought over water 

to them,” Delaughter said. 
“They want us to be here, 
and they can’t wait for us to 
open in a few months.”

GOSPEL MISSION

Louisiana Baptist Mis-
sions and Ministry Team 
Director John Hebert com-
mended Delaughter and his 
congregation for remaining 
steadfast in their Gospel-
centered mission.

“Matthew Delaugh-
ter has been building his 
congregation and reach-
ing people since the very 
beginning the church was 
planted,” Hebert said. “I’ll 
never forget how impressed 
I was with him the first time 
we met. Our initial meeting 
about the construction of 
this facility was about three 
years ago, before COVID. 
With the Lord’s help the 
project is finally coming to 
fruition.”

Jelks, the son of Mis-
sion Builders founder Ed 
Jelks, said ICC is the latest 
construction project under-
taken by Mission Builders 
this year. 

Three crews along with 

church members are rebuild-
ing the 10,000-square-foot 
worship center at Marlow 
Baptist that was destroyed 
by a tornado in 2019; and 
more than 80 volunteers are 
building a 4,000-square-foot 
multipurpose facility for 
the Way Church, Leesville. 
Teams also are renovating a 
27,000-sq.-ft. multi-purpose 
facility at Pine Ridge Baptist 
Church, Melder.

Louisiana Baptist Di-

saster Relief Associate and 
Volunteer Mobilizer Mark 
Morelock said the ICC proj-
ect is a reminder of how the 
church can bring hope to a 
community.

“He gets the glory,” Mo-
relock said. “Even in tough 
times, hope continues.”

Email mark.more-
lock@louisianabaptists.
org or call 800.622.6549 to 
learn more about Mission 
Builders.

Louisiana Baptist Disaster Relief Associate and Volunteer Mobilizer Mark 
Morelock, Mission Builders Field Strategist Mark Jelks and Pastor Matt 
Delaughter discuss the progress at Immanuel Community Church. More 
than 100 volunteers from five states have worked on the project.
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Members of Riverview Baptist Church, Alexandria, broke ground, July 17, on a 4,875-square-foot facility that 
will include space to accommodate 250 people -- for conferences and small groups. The project is scheduled for 
completion in December.

Groundbreaking shows God’s faithfulness at Riverview

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Riverview Baptist 
Church held a ground-
breaking ceremony, July 17, 
to celebrate the beginning 
of construction on a new 
multi-purpose facility that 
will serve future genera-

tions.
Pastor David Newton 

told the Baptist Message 
the new facility will ensure 
the church has adequate 
space to meet the needs of 
a growing congregation. 

Since February 2020 
( just prior to Louisiana 
Gov. John Bel Edwards’s 
COVID-related worship 

attendance restrictions), 
Sunday worship atten-
dance has increased from 
92 to as high as 115 in Feb-
ruary 2022.

Moreover, the church 
has baptized seven new 
believers who committed 
their lives to Jesus during 
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a revival in early January. 
Additionally, Newton, 
on July 24, will baptize a 
youngster who, during 
Vacation Bible School 
in June, chose to follow 
Jesus.  

“I have a great sup-
portive group of deacons 
and others in our church 
who do great things,” he 
said. “Our music minister 
Brother Mike Boone, for 
instance, has been our 
point man in this project 
and he has tirelessly got 
this project to where we 
are today.

“We are seeing God 
move and things happen 
because of the leadership 
here,” he continued. “We 
have church members 
from all walks of life that 
are investing in, inviting 
and discipling others. Our 
hope is God will continue 
to use this not just as a 
members-only Riverview 
Baptist building but as a 
community building, so 

we can minister and be a 
lighthouse through every-
thing God is doing.”

Once complete, the 
4,875-square-foot facil-
ity will include space to 
accommodate 250 people 
-- for conferences and 
small groups. The project 
is scheduled for comple-
tion in December. 

Newton asked for 
prayers for safety and 
timeliness of the con-
struction and for the 
congregation’s efforts to 
spread the Gospel in Cen-
tral Louisiana. 

“While we are called 

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL

Melvin Thomas
318.465.1006

melvin.thomas@bcbsla.com
411 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106

to be Kingdom-focused 
and not to treasure the 
things of this world, be-
cause one day they will be 
consumed by fire, we are 
called to use the resources 
and blessings that we have 
to reach out and minister 
for the glory of God,” he 
said. “In Mark 10:46-52 
we read the story of blind 
Bartimaeus. Jesus was on 
the way to Jerusalem for 
the last time, and as He 
reached Jericho, Barti-
maeus called out to Jesus 
and was healed. If Barti-
maeus would have waited 
until Jesus was returning, 
he would have missed out 
and never been healed. 
Our prayer is that no one 
who walks in this build-

ing will leave waiting for 
the next opportunity and 

eventually miss hearing 
the Gospel.”

The architectural rendering of the 4,875-square-foot facility that will be 
adjacent to Riverview Baptist Church and include space to accommodate 
250 people.
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Smith honored for 45 years as Lakeshore Baptist pastor

MONROE, La. (LBM) 
– William Smith has led 
Lakeshore Baptist Church 
as pastor for nearly half a 
century.

For his 45 years of 
service to the Monroe 
congregation and commu-
nity, Smith was honored 
during a service July 10 
that included two bap-
tisms, memories shared by 
friends and family, a song 
composed in his honor, 
a monetary gift from the 
congregation and a word 
of appreciation from Loui-

siana Baptist Executive 
Director Steve Horn. 

“It is a calling,” Smith 
told the Baptist Message. 
“When you know God has 
called you, it is who you 
are. We have had oppor-
tunities to go other places, 
but I have known this is 
where God wants me.” 

Raised in Crowville, 
Smith surrendered his 
heart and life to Christ, 
at age 10, while attend-
ing First Baptist Church, 
Crowville, and responded 
to the call to ministry 
while attending a mis-
sions emphasis week at the 
former Ridgecrest Baptist 

Conference Center, Black 
Mountain, N.C., when he 
was 18 years old.

“I spent a lot of time 
in the prayer garden and 
asked God what was I sup-
posed to do,” Smith said. 
“During one of the services 
at camp, the song ‘I Sur-
render All’ was played and 
it was then that I told God 
I was surrendering my 
future plans to him.” 

The Lord reaffirmed 
his call to ministry dur-
ing his freshman year at 
Louisiana College (now 
Louisiana Christian Uni-
versity). Since that time, 
he has served as music 
minister, Lee Heights Bap-
tist Church, Tioga; music 
and youth director, First 
Baptist Church, George-
town; pastor, Zion Baptist 
Church, Georgetown; and 
finally, as pastor, Lake-
shore Baptist. 

Smith also has served 
Louisiana Baptists as a 
member/trustee with the: 
LBC Executive Board (1977, 
1989-95 and 2019-pres-

ent); Louisiana Baptist 
Children’s Home and 
Family Ministries (2010-
2016); Louisiana Christian 
University (1982-88 and 
1999-2005); and Northeast 
Louisiana Baptist Asso-
ciation. He also is a board 

Lakeshore Baptist Church, Monroe, honored Bill Smith for 45 years of ser-
vice as pastor. Smith and his wife, Luna, were recognized by Louisiana 
Baptist Executive Director Steve Horn (right) for Smith’s faithful service 
at a July 10 service.

member for Family Prom-
ise of Ouachita, a non-prof-
it organization that helps 
homeless and low-income 
families achieve sustain-
able independence through 
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a community-based re-
sponse.

Smith and his wife, 
Luna, have been married 
55 years. They have two 
grown children and three 
grandsons, all who are a 
part of their church fam-
ily at Lakeshore Baptist. 

Looking to the future, 
Smith said he is excited 
about what God has in 

Philadelphia Baptist celebrates 
150 years of Gospel impact

More than 600 members and guests turned out to commemorate the 150th anniversary of Philadelphia Baptist 
Church, Deville. The special day included encouraging messages from the current and former pastors, a histori-
cal walk of faith display, games and fireworks extravaganza.

store for the congrega-
tion. 

“God has given me 
good health and I am 
energetic,” Smith said. 
“I have given my life to 
minister and preach His 
Word and I am thankful 
God has not let the fire 
leave my bones. I am ex-
cited for what lies ahead 
for me at Lakeshore.”

DEVILLE, La. (LBM) 
–Philadelphia Baptist 
Church celebrated 150 
years of ministry in 
Central Louisiana with a 
special service, June 26, 
which commemorated its 
beginning in 1872.

The celebration, at-
tended by 600 members 
and guests, included Sun-
day worship messages 
from Pastor Philip Rob-
ertson and three former 
pastors (Stacy Morgan, 
Terry Faulkenbury and 
Huey Tarpley) followed 
by a meal. 

There were activities 
such as a photo booth, 
inflatables and games; 
and there was a historical 
walk of faith display of 
photos and artifacts with 
special significance to the 
founding of the congre-
gation and its ministry 
impact throughout the 
years. 

The day concluded 
with an evening fire-
works extravaganza and 
fellowship.

Pastor Philip Rob-
ertson told the Baptist 
Message that throughout 
its history, a common 
theme for Philadelphia 
Baptist has been God’s 
faithfulness. 

“I’ve often tried to 
imagine what it must 
have been like in 1872 

when a small group of 
pioneer Christians in the 
piney woods of Central 
Louisiana met for the 
very first time, sens-
ing God’s call to start 
a church. Most likely 
inspired by Jesus’ letter 
to the church at Phila-
delphia in Revelation 
3:7-13, they called the 
new church Philadelphia 
Baptist Church. Could 
they even have imagined 
that the Gospel seeds of 

faith they were sowing 
would still be producing 
a harvest a century and a 
half later.

“So, here we are today, 
with the same mission, 
the same omnipotent 
God as the head of His 
church, and His same 
sufficient Word to lead 
us. Now, the torch of 
faith is in our hands and 
may God help us to con-
tinue to run the race till 
Jesus returns.”
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LBC seeks resolutions, nominees for committees, boards

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) — Louisiana Baptists 
are invited to recommend 
candidates to serve on state 
convention boards and com-
mittees, and, are asked to 
submit resolutions for pos-
sible consideration by mes-
sengers at the 2022 Louisiana 
Baptist Convention.

COMMITTEES

The Louisiana Baptist 
Committee on Committees 
will be conducting its work 
early this fall to fill 17 open-

ings on five state convention 
committees: Credentials; 
Moral and Social Concerns; 
Nominations; Order of Busi-
ness; and Resolutions.

Nominations should be 
sent not later than Aug. 12 
to Jake Roudkowski, interim 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Zachary, who is the Com-
mittee on Committees chair. 
Please forward your recom-
mendations via email, jaker@
nobts.edu, or the U.S. Mail, 
Dr. Jake Roudkowski, 78689 
Hwy. 25, Folsom, LA 70437.

BOARDS

The Louisiana Baptist 

Committee on Nominations 
will begin its work, also in 
early fall, to fill 18 vacancies 
on the LBC Executive Board 
as well as the trustee bodies 
of the Louisiana Christian 
University, Louisiana Baptist 
Children’s Home and Family 
Ministries, Baptist Message, 
and Baptist Foundation.

Nominations should be 
sent not later than Aug. 12 
to Ron Thompson, member, 
First Baptist Church, Natchi-
toches, and coordinator, Dis-
trict Eight Baptist Conven-
tion which includes Desoto, 
Natchitoches, N. Sabine, Red 
River and Sabine Associa-
tions, who is the Committee 
on Nominations chair. Please 
forward your recommenda-
tions via email, coordinator@
districteightmissions.com, 
or the U.S. Mail, Dr. Ron 
Thompson, P.O. Box 2880, 
Natchitoches, LA 71457.

BOTH

Please submit the can-
didate’s name and identify 
the committee or board for 

which you are nominating 
him or her; and include infor-
mation about the nominee’s 
church membership and cur-
rent employment.

Not more than the pas-
tor and two members from 
any church may serve on 
all boards and committees, 
combined, at any one time. 
Likewise, not more than one 
member of the same church 
may serve on the same board 
or committee, at any one 
time.

RESOLUTIONS

The first Committee on 
Resolutions meeting is sched-
uled for Sept. 1 and submis-
sions are requested to be sent 
as early as possible for con-
sideration. Resolutions may 
be submitted for review and 
consideration not more than 
90 days and not fewer than 15 
days prior to the LBC annual 
meeting, Nov. 15, providing a 
window of opportunity from 
Aug. 17 through Oct. 31.

All statements should 
be typewritten, titled, and 
dated, and, accompanied 

by a letter – from a church 
qualified to send a messenger 
to the annual meeting of the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention 
– certifying that the person 
submitting the resolution is 
a member in good standing. 
The letter should include 
complete contact informa-
tion for both the person 
submitting it and his or her 
church.

No person may submit 
more than three resolutions 
per year.

Tom Harrison, executive 
pastor of Broadmoor Baptist 
Church, Shreveport, is the 
Committee on Resolutions 
chair. You may send proposed 
resolutions to the committee 
via fax, 318.449.4287, email, 
Policy@LouisianaBaptists.
org, or U.S. Mail, ATTN: 
Resolutions Committee, LBC 
Office of Public Policy, P. O. 
Box 311, Alexandria, LA 71309.

If you desire assistance 
with wording or formatting, 
please contact LBC Public 
Policy Director Will Hall by 
phone, 318.448.3402, or email, 
Policy@LouisianaBaptists.org.
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ages 115 for Sunday wor-
ship.

Treme said the baptisms 
reflect the congregation’s 
passion for seeing others 
come to Christ. Despite 
COVID-19, the church has 
seen growth in its ministry 
to young adults, ages 19-40 
(from 12 in February 2020 
to 35 in early May 2022). 
The church also has seen 
the community respond 
to such outreach efforts as 

weekly visitation, meals 
for teachers in Glenmora 
and Vacation Bible School.

“God taught us what-
ever it takes to lead people 
to the Lord we have to be 
willing to do it,” Treme 
said. “It doesn’t matter if 
we have to go to the creek 
or pool to help someone 
be obedient and follow 
through with baptism. 
There are no barriers to 
what God can do.” 

adoption community (e.g., 
support groups, respite care 
services, life essential minis-
tries, etc.).  

“We provide an intro-
duction and orientation for 
families sensing God’s call 
to foster or adopt,” Hancock 
explained. “Our adoption 
specialists also provide 
training and certification 
services for those Louisiana 
Baptist families. In addition, 
the Children’s Home pro-
vides ongoing and in-home 
support.”  

Also, he said, the Chil-
dren’s Home assists mothers 
with the adoption process 
and provides referrals to lo-
cal agencies for services that 
it does not offer. Meanwhile, 
through its HomePlace 
ministry it offers temporary 

housing to mothers and 
their babies after delivery. 

“The Children’s Home al-
ready has the staff, program, 
and means to meet the com-
ing need,” Hancock offered. 
“We simply must have more 
families answer God’s call to 
serve. 

“We know that times 
of great challenge are also 
times of great opportunity,” 
he continued. “We have a 
great opportunity to make a 
significant, kingdom dif-
ference in the days ahead. I 
would ask that all Louisiana 
Baptists pray and consider 
what role they might play to 
help meet these needs and 
change lives in Jesus’ name.”    

For more information 
call 318-343-2244 and ask 
for family services.

and witnessed hundreds 
of students grow in faith 
at the annual Louisiana 
Baptist Youth Evangelism 
Celebrations.

“I believe we need to 
teach a good work ethic 
to the younger generation, 
so that they can touch 
people’s lives by doing 
mission/service work in 
areas we don’t normally 
go,” he said. “My students 
are constantly asking what 
work we can do this week 
for the church and com-
munity. At least monthly 
we try do a project at the 
church or go help at the 
local mission house. They 
know that helping people 
is one way to show the 
love of Jesus.”

Louisiana Baptist Youth 
Ministry Strategist Bran-
don Lewis was among 
those who expressed 
gratitude for Townsend’s 
service to students. 

“Terry has been a great 
friend to Louisiana Baptist 
youth ministry by faith-
fully serving FBC Jena, 
participating in leadership 
teams and committees and 
training youth ministry 
leaders across the state,” 
Lewis said. “We are thank-
ful for Terry and celebrate 
this milestone with him.”

Now that he has re-
tired, Townsend is look-
ing forward to spending 
more time with his wife of 
45 years, Diana, and their 
four adult children and 12 
grandchildren.

“The older grands are 
now in their teen years, 
so hopefully the Lord 
will continue to use me 
in their lives,” he said. “I 
know God has closed this 
chapter of my life but look 
forward to what lies ahead. 
I plan to continue to run 
the race God has set before 
me, whatever that may be.”
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Sen. Kennedy offers encouragement, insights to Louisiana Baptists

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM)—U.S. Senator John 
Kennedy stopped by the 
Louisiana Baptist state 
mission center in Alexan-

dria, July 7, to share words 
of encouragement and 
gratitude about statewide 
disaster relief efforts dur-
ing the last two years, and 
he weighed in on some 
key social issues impacting 
the state and the nation.

STATE & NATION

In a meeting with Steve 
Horn, executive director 
of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, Kennedy 
lauded the faith com-
munity for its quick and 
sustained response to the 
four hurricanes which 
devastated the state, 2020-
2021.

“Every place I went it 
was the churches, they 
were there. I’m not put-
ting down first respond-
ers, but it was the church-
es who provided the 
infrastructure,” he offered. 
“They are the ones who 
did most of the work.”

Kennedy said Louisi-
anans now are having to 
deal with insurers who do 
not want the risk of writ-
ing policies in areas hit 
hard by Hurricanes Laura, 
Delta, Zeta and Ida. 

“I hear complaints ev-
ery day,” he said.

“President Biden imple-
mented a new program 
based on a computer algo-

rithm they say can mea-
sure risk over the next 100 
years of every individual 
home,” he said. “When 
we asked to see the com-
puter software -- to let our 
people look at it -- they 
wouldn’t. It’s going to hit 
Louisiana hard. There are 
about 5 million policy-
holders in the country, 
with 500,000 of them in 
Louisiana.”

A member of the 
powerful Senate Ap-
propriations Committee, 
Kennedy also shared his 
concerns about inflation’s 
impact on the nation and 
the double hit on Louisi-
ana because of the Biden 
Administration’s attacks 
on the energy sector. 
He said he worked hard 
to make sure Louisiana 
got its fair share of fed-

eral money, but that some 
funding was excessive.

“Congress appropriated 
outside its normal budget 
about $7 trillion. Prob-
ably the first $4 trillion 
was necessary,” he said. 
“But then President Biden 
-- when the economy was 
recovering, we were in a 
V-shaped recovery -- in-
sisted on passing another 
coronavirus bill which 
wasn’t a coronavirus bill. 
It was a Green New Deal 
and welfare bill. That put 
us over the top.”

He said the infusion 
of this extra cash kick 
started inflation “almost 
immediately.” 

Now, he said, the 
Federal Reserve must 
“soak up” the $7 trillion 
it printed; Congress must 
“stick with its budget”; 
and the president “has to 
get his boot off the neck 
off the oil and gas indus-
try” – adding emphasis to 
this third point.

“Three years ago, we 
were energy independent 
and nothing Russia did, 
or the Middle East did 
was of consequence to us 
-- we were producing our 
own fuel. President Biden 
has forfeited our energy 
independence,” he added. 
“There is a shortage of oil 
and natural gas, therefore 

U.S. Sen. John Kennedy
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the price went up on us.”
He emphasized that 

more cheap fossil fuel is 
needed to pull the coun-
try and the world out 
of the present financial 
crisis, arguing that the 
economy “cannot grow 
without energy.

“The truth is there is 
great potential in wind 
and solar and hydroelec-
tric power,” Kennedy ob-
served, adding that there 
needs to be a new empha-
sis on nuclear power, too. 
But, he insisted, “Fossil 
fuels have got to be a 
part of the plan. Eighty 
percent of our energy 
comes from fossil fuels. 
You can’t just get up on a 
Monday morning and say, 
‘No more fossil fuels.’”

CULTURE & SOCIETY

Sen. Kennedy took 
time to address key social 
issues as well.

Regarding the recent 
surge of chemical and 
surgical procedures to 
effect transgender transi-
tions among teens and 
adolescents, Kennedy 
said the “science is pretty 
clear.”

“There are two gen-
ders: male and female,” 
he said. “Gender dyspho-
ria does exist, but it’s ex-
tremely rare. If you want 
to talk about a lifestyle 
change and dress another 
way that’s one thing. 
But once it becomes a 
medical issue that’s quite 
another thing.”

On this point, he said 
the United States is be-
hind countries in Europe 
and Scandinavia (some 
that pioneered transgen-
der procedures), which 
have taken steps to pro-
tect children and youth 
from permanent changes 
to their young bodies by 
making them wait until 
they are young adults and 
mature enough to give 
informed consent.

“One of the drugs they 
give these young people 
is the same drug that 
pedophiles voluntarily 
take. It’s chemical castra-
tion and medically irre-
versible,” he added. “It’s 
insanity.”

Kennedy also ex-
pressed alarm about 
“the deterioration of the 
family and the nation,” 

pointing to a radio report 
he heard earlier in the 
day about the crime spree 
erupting in New Orleans 
and noting that the key 
issue was not being ad-
dressed. 

“There is a reason 
society, for thousands of 
years, has organized itself 
around the family unit. If 
you are raised by a single 
parent – and we have a 
lot of single parents -- 
you are six times as likely 
to have your child grow 
up in poverty,” he said. 

He noted that father-
lessness also correlates to 
lawlessness. 

“We won’t be able to 
solve the crime problem 
until we talk about re-
storing the family,” he 
concluded.

Kennedy predicted the 
marijuana industry will 
continue to be frustrated 
by the Senate at least 
regarding bank access. 
But he offered that most 
of the legalization fights 
“will happen at the state 
level.”

“We have kind of shut 
them down at the fed-
eral level because they 
can’t really grow with-
out a financial system. 
Right now, they can’t 
use banks,” he explained. 
“There is a bill to try 
to change that -- I am 
against it and I don’t 

think it has a chance of 
passing.”

He said officials, un-
fortunately, are lured by 
projections of additional 
revenues.

“The impetus at the 
state and local level is the 
taxes. Same for gam-
bling,” Kennedy said. “It’s 
all about the money.”

NEED FOR PRAYER

Kennedy and his 
wife Becky are found-
ing members of North 
Cross United Methodist 
Church in Madisonville, 
and he said his faith is 
critical to his work in the 
nation’s capital on behalf 
of the people of Louisi-
ana.

“Every morning I pray 
for wisdom, courage, love 
and strengthening of my 
faith,” he shared. “I also 
pray, ‘Don’t let me hate.’ 
You’re in this environ-
ment in Washington 
where they are all lined 
up against you -- the 

bureaucracy, the media -- 
the deck is stacked. But 
you can’t hate.”

Horn ended the meet-
ing by praying for Ken-
nedy.
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Another 62,000 veterans face expulsion due to vaccine mandate

WASHINGTON 
(LBM)—The U.S. military 
continues to negatively im-
pact operational readiness 
with the continuing purge 
of active-duty members and 
now 40,000 Guardsmen 
and 22,000 Reservists who 
have declined the COVID-19 
vaccines – many asking for 
religious exemption.

The four FDA-approved 
drugs that are available to 
service men and women are 
tainted by use of tissue from 
an aborted child either in 
one or more of the develop-
ment, production and test-
ing phases.

According to military.
com, U.S. Army officials 
announced, July 8, that 
these 62,000 veterans will 
be blocked from service 
for rejecting COVID vac-
cines. An estimated 20,000 
Guardsmen and Reservists 
combined have asked for 

religious exemptions.
Already, about 20,000 

active-duty personnel have 
asked for religious accom-
modation:

Army (api.army.mil)
-- As of July 7, only 19 of 

4,782 religious exemption 
requests have been ap-
proved.

-- Already, 1,300 soldiers 
have been separated from 
military service. 

Air Force (airforcemag.
com)

-- Just 118 religious ex-
emption requests (all to air-
men already leaving volun-
tarily) have been approved 
out of more than 9,000 that 
have been submitted.

-- More than 3,000 non-
religious exemption re-
quests have been approved.

Marines (seapowerma-
gaine.org)

-- Only 7 religious ex-
emption requests have been 
approved out of about 3,700 
that have been submitted.

-- About 2,700 Marines 

have been discharged, so far.
Navy (navy.mil)
-- More than 4,400 sail-

ors have asked for religious 
exemptions, with 42 having 
been approved. Meanwhile, 
more than 1,000 of these 
seamen have been separated 
from military service.

As for combat readiness, 
multiple reports indicate 
that as much as 13 percent 
of Guardsmen could be 
separated. 

Importantly, the Air 
Force reported in 2019, 
that it was experiencing a 
severe shortage of fighter 
pilots, nearly 2,000, out 
of a needed 18,400. There 
are an estimated 700 pilots 
facing ends to their careers 
because they have requested 
religious exemptions to the 
military’s vaccine mandate.

So far, neither the mili-
tary nor the Biden admin-
istration have sought to im-

port any of the 100 percent 
pro-life ethical vaccines that 
are available in other coun-
tries. For instance, Covaxin 
(developed in India) is being 
used in Mexico and Canada. 
Also, Israel, Germany, 
South Korea and Japan, all 
U.S. allies, have developed 
COVID-19 vaccines that are 
not tainted with stem cells 
from unborn children. 

STUDY: Under 40? 
Don’t drink!

SEATTLE (LBM) – A 
study conducted by the In-
stitute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation with the 

University of Washing-
ton has a published a study 
in Lancet, a British medi-
cal journal, finding that 
any amount of alcohol is 
unhealthy for people under 
40 years old.

The global study, which 
looked at 22 health out-

comes, found that even 
as little as one-tenth of a 
standard drink (translat-
ing into 0.34 ounces of red 
wine, 13 percent alcohol 
by volume; or 1.2 ounces 
of beer, 3.5 percent al-
cohol by volume) for a 
male, 16-39 years old, and 
one-fourth of a standard 
drink (0.85 ounces of red 
wine; 3 ounces of beer) 
for the same aged girl, per 
day, had negative impacts, 
including car accidents, 
suicides and murder.

The research was re-
leased just after the Na-
tional Institutes of Health 
released its findings that 
alcohol-related deaths had 
surged during 2020.

In Louisiana the “under 
40” study likely will be 
alarming to parents and 
policy makers as the state’s 
high school students lead 
their peers in the nation in 
alcohol use (35 percent).
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Monkeypox surges 
among gay men

WASHINGTON 
(LBM)—Although qualify-
ing their statements that 
monkeypox is not a gay 
disease, the World Health 
Organization has an-
nounced that the current 
global outbreak is erupting 
among “men who have sex 
with men who have had 
recent sexual contact with 
a new partner or partners,” 
with the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Preven-
tion stating more mildly 
that the virus “is spreading 
mostly through close, in-
timate contact with some-
one who has monkeypox.”

According to CNN, the 
CDC considers the risk of 
infection to be low for the 
population in general, with 
scientists clarifying that 
people are not getting sick 
simply from walking past 
someone or giving them a 
hug or lightly brushing a 
lesion on the skin. Instead, 
the higher likelihood of in-
fection is in “back rooms, 
saunas, or sex clubs, or at 
sex parties where there’s 
anonymous contact with 
multiple partners.”

The outbreak likely 
originated at two gay sex 
parties, one in Spain and 
the other in Belgium, ac-
cording to nbcnews.com. 
WHO data shows there 
have been 9,200 cases in 
63 countries as of July 19, 
including 1,972 cases in the 
United States.

WHO is considering 
the possibility of declaring 
a “global health emergen-
cy.” Meanwhile, France’s 
National Health Authority 
recommends preventive 
vaccinations for special 
risk groups such as gay 
men, some trans people 
and sex workers.

Louisiana Baptist Foundation announces ‘ChurchBiz Conversations’
ALEXANDRIA, La. 

(LBM) – The Louisiana 
Baptist Foundation has 
launched ‘ChurchBiz Con-
versations’, a free service 
that has been specifi-
cally developed for church 
administrators, pastors 
and other staff involved 
in managing the business 

side of ministry for their 
congregations.

The online portal pro-
vides a platform to discuss 
church business adminis-
tration topics, provide/re-
ceive recommendations for 

church-related products/
services, place churches’ 
job postings, while con-
necting church staffs 
around the state to maxi-
mize efforts.

Jeff Steed, LBF ex-

ecutive director, told the 
Baptist Message this was 
an effort by the Founda-
tion to continue to provide 
services that “add value to 
churches and ministries.” 
He said it was another 

way for the LBF to come 
alongside churches, and 
mentioned Ecclesiastes 4:9, 
“Two are better than one, 
because they have a good 
reward for their labor” 
(NKJV).



July 28, 2022 l  www.baptistmessage.com l  Louisiana Baptist Message

14  LOUISIANANOTABLES
EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you have a Re-
vival, Homecoming, a new pastor, a 
community outreach or a concert? The 
Baptist Message would love to share 
your church news with the rest of the 
state. It is very easy to do, just send in 
your information (who, what, where 
and when) to philip@baptistmessage.
com or call 318.449.4345. To get your 
event in the paper, please submit your 
information three weeks prior to the 
event.

ON THE MOVE

n Brian, wife Joy, Rankin is the 
new pastor at Converse First Baptist 
Church.
n Tim, wife Kim, Keith is the new 
pastor at Istrouma Baptist Church, Ba-
ton Rouge.
n Jarrett Fix is the new pastor at 
First Baptist Church, Swartz 
n Jody, wife Emily, Dean is the 
new interim pastor at Mandeville First 
Baptist Church.
n Richard, wife Lee, Ainsworth is 

the new traditional worship leader at 
First Baptist Church, Ruston.
n Ashley Young is the new children 
director and Cassidy Richardson 
is the new children/family associ-
ate at Summer Grove Baptist Church, 
Shreveport.
n Paul Maddox resigns as music di-
rector from Rose Park Baptist Church, 
Shreveport to go to Dallas, Texas.
n Phillip Green ris the new music 
director at Rose Park Baptist Church, 
Rose Park.
n Chad Hardbarger resigned as 
pastor at Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Shreveport.
n Gary Johnson has resigned as 
pastor of Waller Baptist Church, Boss-
ier City.

HOMECOMING

n Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Pol-
lock: Homecoming, August 7, 11 
a.m. Gospel Music Concert by 
the Mountain View Connection. 
Speaker: Mickey Hudnall. 

 REVIVAL

n Pisgah Baptist Church, Florien: Reviv-
al, July 31-Aug 3. Evangelist: Bill Britt. 
Pastor: C.M. Kelly.
n Brushy Creek Baptist Church, Bancroft: 
Revival, August 7-10. Evangelist: Bill 
Britt. Pastor: Michael Streams.
n Elwood Baptist Church, Forest Hill: 
2022 Revival, August 14-17, Sunday 
10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; Monday-Wednes-
day 7 p.m. Sunday 10:30 a.m. - Speaker/
Music: Josh Dixon. Sunday 6 p.m. 
- Speaker: Steve Speer, Music: Josh 
Dixon; Monday, 7 p.m. - Speaker: Glenn 
Harrigill. Music: Josh Dixon; Tuesday, 7 
p.m. Speaker: Jeff James. Music: Josh 
Dixon; Wednesday, 7 p.m., Speaker: 
Brett Faulk. Music: Casey Boone. Pas-
tor: Michael Evans.
n Judson Baptist Church, Walker: Re-
vival, August 14-17, Sunday 10:30 and 
7 p.m., Monday-Wednesday, 7 p.m. Evan-
gelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: David Lane.
n Sweetwater Baptist Church, Quitman: 
Revival, August 21-24, Sunday, 10:30 
a.m. and 6 p.m.; Monday-Wednesday, 
6:30 p.m. nightly. Evangelist: Gary Bow-
lin. Pastor: Wilton Wall.
n First Baptist Church, Robeline: Re-
vival, August 21-25, 6:30 p.m. nightly. 
Evangelist: Sam Moore. Worship: The 
Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: Brian Ray.
n Briarwood Baptist Church, Franklin-
ton: Revival, August 21-24, Evangelist: 
Gary Bowlin. Pastor: Eddie Henson.
n First Baptist Church, Morgan City: Gulf 
Coast Baptist Association Unity Re-
vival, August 21, 6 p.m. Speaker: Tony 

Carter, Unity One Baptist Church. 
n First Baptist Church, Franklin: Gulf 
Coast Baptist Association Unity Re-
vival, August 28, 6 p.m. Speaker: Steve 
Berlin, First Baptist Church, Berwick.
n New Friendship Baptist Church, Bas-
trop: Revival, August 22-24, Worship: 
Broken Vessels.
n Pilgrims Rest Baptist Church, Doyline: 
Harvest Sunday, August 22,. Evangelist: 
Bill Britt. Pastor: Ed Smith.
n Palestine Baptist Church, Grant: Re-
vival, August 28-31, Evangelist: Scotty 
McDowell, chalk artist. Music: The 
Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: Hardy 
Estes.
n Trinity Baptist Church, Lake Charles: 
Revival, August 28-31. Sunday, 6 p.m., 
Monday-Wednesday, 5 p.m. Evangelist: 
Jay Lowder. Music: Dr. Leo Day. For more 
information go online to Tbclc.org/revival 
or call 337.480.1555. Pastor: Steve James. 

LAGNIAPPE

n First Baptist Church, Vidor, Texas: 
Seeks a full-time director for wom-
en’s recovery and discipleship min-
istries.  This director will operate a 
Women’s Care Center that is Christ-cen-
tered. Send resume to cara@fbcvidor.
org. Pastor: Terry Wright.
n Friendship Baptist Church, Baskin: 
Louisiana Melody Boys in Concert, 
July 31 11 a.m. Pastor: Prentis Gandy. 
n First Baptist Church, Pineville: First@
First Business Leader Luncheon, 
August 4, noon. Speaker: Jeff Pow-
ell, Rapides Parish School Board 
Superintendent.  Please RSVP to 
https://fbcpineville.secure2.agroup.
com/events/f irstatf irst/2022-01-
05+11%3A50%3A00. Pastor: Stewart 
Holloway.
n Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, DeRid-

der: Stand Strong – A back 2 school 
bash, August 6, 4-8 p.m. Pleasant Hill, 
Calvary and Memorial Baptist Churches 
have joined to put on this event. There 
will be games, paint wars, cup of 
chance, watermelon wrestling, battle-
ship and much more. Those students 
attending should bring a bathing suit, 
shirt to wear over the bathing suit, dry 
clothes, a towel, and a white shirt for 
paint wars.
n Maurepas Baptist Church, Maurepas: 
Greg Sullivan Ministries in concert, 
August 7, 10 a.m. Pastor: Glynn Reine.
n Rocky Springs Baptist Church, Lisbon: 
Al Reichman, guest speaker, August 
7, 9:45 a.m. Reichman comes from a 
long line of orthodox rabbis. His pa-
ternal grandfather, an orthodox rabbi, 
immigrated to the United States from 
Austria. For more information about 
our speaker, visit the website at www.
AhavathMessiah.com. Pastor: Chris Ste-
phens.
n Pine Ridge Baptist Church, Melder: 
Youth Rally, August 13, 6 p.m. Speaker: 
Johnny Morgan, Obedience 2 Death 
Ministry. Morgan uses his Labradors 
to share the Gospel like you have never 
heard it before. Everyone is invited. Food 
will be served afterwards. Pastor: Jason 
Townley.
n Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville: 
Greater Vision will be in concert at 
Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville Au-
gust 14 at 6 p.m. This concert is free and 
a love offering will be received. Pastor: 
Philip Robertson.
n Beauregard Baptist Association 
Worship Night, August 14, 5 p.m. at 
Dry Creek Baptist Camp. Join the church-
es of Beauregard Baptist at Dry Creek 
Baptist Camp for an evening of musical 
worship at 5 p.m. with a meal to follow. 
A love offering will be received.

Answer to June 30 Scripture Crypto:
Hebrews three:six

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 
R = K;    T = E

dqy mtuhxft yt zhgt vhsdptdhdut cwqv pzt rsdb’f 

ehkhut, hdl sp yhf dqp vttp cqw xf pq ftt pzt rsdb’f   

lsfzqdqxw, pztwtcqwt zhgt yt ftdp hdl utwpscstl pzt

sdb;    

tiwh cqxw:cqxwpttd
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-
HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East 
Quitman, Mississippi 39355  
Melton & Sandra Davis. 30-plus 
years of experience, Family-
Owned and Operated. Variety 
of fabrics available. Work done 
on-site. ALL WORk GUAR-
AnTEED. Call for estimates: 
601.776.6617. If remodeling 
your sanctuary, please give us 
a call about upholstering your 
pews!

HISTORIC Appalachian Pine 
1x6 Bead Board/V-Grove or 
Ship Lap/nickel Gap – 99 
cents a foot by the board or 
95 cents a foot bundle qual-
ity. Call 318.757.8482 for more 
information.

EARnEST LITTLE available for 
supply, interim and revivals 
in the Central Louisiana area.  
Please call 318.663.2770.

HAMMOnD ORGAn, Model 
number H180, for sale.  $500 
or best offer.  Riverview Baptist 
Church in Alexandria.  Please 
call Mike at 318.613.6505.

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com
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