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PINEVILLE, La. (LBM) 
– Louisiana Christian 
University is going on the 
“Total Truth Tour” this 
spring offering information 
and resources to fortify a 
biblical worldview with 
student groups.

Scheduled at four 
churches, the tour will 

LCU’s Total Truth Tour to promote biblical worldview
feature guest speaker J.D. 
Hankins, student minister 
at First Baptist Church, 
Rayville, and music led by 
the LCU’s Elevate band:

-- Philadelphia Baptist 
Church, Deville, Jan. 25, 
6:15 p.m.

-- First Baptist Church, 
Lafayette, Feb. 15, 6 p.m.

-- First Baptist Church, 
West Monroe, March 22, 
6 p.m.

-- Summer Grove Bap-
tist Church, Shreveport, 
April 19, 6 p.m.

Citing a 2021 Barna 
study that found just 6 
percent of evangelicals 
adhere to a biblical world-
view, LCU President Rick 
Brewer said events like 
the Total Truth Tour are 
needed to help buck that 
trend.

“Unfortunately, even 

among evangelicals in our 
churches, only a small per-
centage of youth subscribe 
to a biblical worldview,” 
Brewer told the Baptist 
Message. “We are find-
ing more and more high 
school students who sim-
ply don’t believe in moral 
absolute truth. The tour 
will help make students 
not just aware of LCU but 
equip students to grow in 

a deeper understanding of 
biblical truth.”

Hankins said he is 
excited to share more with 
students about how to 
defend their faith.

“We will have a good 
time,” Hankins said. 
“Come and be ready to 
have fun and talk about 
Jesus.”

Louisiana BCM 
team leads 101
to Christ in Mexico

PIEDRAS NEGRAS, 
Mexico (LBM) – A team of 
175 students and staff from 
six Baptist Collegiate Min-
istries in the state spent 
part of their Christmas 
break sharing the Gospel 
with thousands in Mexico.

By the conclusion of the 
Dec. 7-14 mission trip in 
the state of Coahuila near 
the U.S.-Mexico border, 
the team witnessed 110 
salvation decisions.

Louisiana State Uni-
versity BCM Director 
Steve Masters said he was 
overjoyed with the stu-
dents’ attitude of serving 
others first, no matter the 
unfamiliar situations they 
faced. 

“The students worked 
so hard and so selflessly,” 

Masters told the Baptist 
Message. “They put in long 
hours of work but had a lot 
of fun. They laughed, they 
prayed, they served, they 
gave.”

The team included 
students and staff from 
LSU, Louisiana Christian 
University, University 
of Louisiana at Monroe, 
University of Louisiana at 
Lafayette, McNeese State 
University and Grambling 
State University. They 
worked in Piedras Negras, 
Acuna and Morelos, and 
slept and ate at a ministry 
center in Piedras Negras 
for a cost of $9 per night, 
Masters noted.

The students formed 
into small groups and 
worked with more than 
300 children and teenagers 

Seeking ‘longest married couples’ nominations

BATON ROUGE, La. 
(LBM) – The search is on 
for Louisiana’s longest 
married couple.

The Louisiana Family 
Forum is holding its an-
nual contest to find the top 
10 longest-married couples 
in the state, who will be 
entered into the family 
advocacy group’s Marriage 

Hall of Fame.
“Marriage needs an 

ally,” Louisiana Family Fo-
rum President Gene Mills 
told the Baptist Message. 
“What better champion 

Members of the Louisiana State University Baptist Collegiate Ministry team spent time with children during a 
Gospel presentation at Christian school in Piedras Negras, Mexico.
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WASHINGTON 
(LBM) – Churches are 
eligible for the Employee 
Retention Credit (tax 
credit), which could 
amount up to $26,000 
per employee, according 
to the Internal Revenue 
Service website.

The ERC is designed 
to reimburse small busi-
nesses, including non-
profits “who continued 
paying employees while 
shutdown due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic or 
had significant declines 
in gross receipts from 
March 13, 2020, to De-
cember 31, 2021,” www.
irs.gov instructs. 

An eligible employer 

Tax law offers refunds to churches
is defined as one whose 
trade or business during 
the qualified timeframe 
(as defined in IRS bul-
letins) was fully or par-
tially suspended due to 
government restrictions 
on commerce, travel or 
group meetings “(for 
commercial, social, reli-
gious, or other purposes) 
due to COVID-19” or if 
the employer “had a sig-
nificant decline in gross 
receipts,” per Internal 
Revenue Bulletin: 2021-11. 
Other notices modify the 
timeframe for eligibil-
ity and qualify “recovery 
startup businesses” for 
the tax credit and provide 
other details. 

The tax credit is part 
of the 2020 CARES Act 
which was passed to help 

keep businesses and fami-
lies afloat when the U.S. 
economy was shut down 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic of 2020-21.

Dale Lingenfelter, 
Louisiana Baptist’s as-
sociate executive direc-
tor and chief financial 
officer, explained that 
the ERC is different than 
the Paycheck Protection 
Program.

“It is not a loan like 
the PPP. It is a true tax 
credit,” he told the Bap-
tist Message. 

“You must file amend-
ed 941s,” he said, adding 
that churches will need to 
be patient as their appli-
cations are processed due 
to backlogs with the IRS. 

But Lingenfelter said 
the refund should be 
worth the wait, covering 
each “quarter for which 
you qualified within all of 
2020, and the first three 
quarters of 2021.”

He added that any 
wages used to qualify 
for the PPP loan pack-
age could not be used in 
qualifying for the ERC, 
but noted that “If you got 
PPP, you still qualify for 
the ERC. You just can’t 
include the timeframe 
you used to qualify for 
PPP in requesting the 
ERC.”

Lingenfelter urged 
churches to consult with 
their respective CPAs, 
cautioning that many 
companies have popped 
up recently to “assist” 
with filing for the tax 
credit and they often 
charge a “commission” 
that is a large percentage 
of what is refunded.

Additional informa-
tion is posted on Bap-
tistMessage.com.
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2023 CEC to focus on ‘together’ in Christ

PINEVILLE, La. (LBM) 
– The next generation of 
young professionals will 
be challenged to embrace 
Christ-centered relation-
ships during the upcom-
ing Collegiate Evangelism 
Conference, “Together,” 
set for Feb. 10-11 at Loui-
siana Christian Univer-
sity’s Guinn Auditorium 
in Pineville.

“If you ask a student 
what they want to talk 
about, chances are it will 
be relationships,” Chad 
McClurg, University of 
Louisiana-Monroe Bap-
tist Collegiate Ministry 
director and conference 
organizer, told the Baptist 
Message. “Relationships 
are a highly discussed 
thing in Scripture, and we 
want our students to have 
the correct perspective as 
they live out their daily 

lives. We hope to answer 
those questions they may 
have about different types 
of relationships during 
the weekend.

“Our main sessions 
will focus on our identity 
in Christ as the primary 
relationship, as well as 
dating and marriage from 
a godly perspective,” he 
continued. “The breakout 
sessions will dive deeper 
into relationships in other 
areas of life that a college 
student faces now and in 
the future.”

CEC will feature 
three speakers: Sean 
Walker, pastor, the 
Bayou Church, Lafayette; 
Kathy Nelson, laywoman, 
Calvary Baptist Church, 
Ruston; and Todd Strain, 
pastor, Calvary Baptist 
Church, Alexandria, and 
his wife, Megan.

Leading music will be 
the Jason Lovins Band, a 
Christian contemporary 
band from Ashland, Ken-

tucky.
Students also will have 

a chance to attend break-
out sessions that center 
around the conference 
theme and learn about 
missions and ministry 
opportunities from repre-
sentatives of the Interna-
tional Mission Board and 
North American Mission 
Board.

McClurg said an an-
nual highlight of the con-
ference is an opportunity 
for students to fellowship 
with other Louisiana 
BCM members around 
the state.

“This is the one time 
each year where all of 
us can gather as a BCM 
family,” McClurg said. 
“The speakers and band 
are great but a highlight 
for so many students is 
reuniting with others 
they went on mission 
trips with and went to 
high school within our 
state. Being together is 

part of our culture in 
Louisiana and we look 
forward to the fellowship 
at CEC.”

Registration for CEC 

begins Feb. 10, 5 p.m., 
with a 7 p.m. start for 
the main session. The 
conference concludes at 
5 p.m., Feb. 11.
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Jones joins LBC in missions discipleship for children and youth

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Erin Jones, a long-
time missions volunteer 
and former children’s and 
preschool minister, has 
assumed the role of Loui-
siana Baptist children and 
youth mission education 
strategist. 

“We are thrilled to have 
Erin join the missions and 
ministry team,” Louisiana 
Baptist Women’s Missions 
and Ministry Strategist 
Christine Gill told the 
Baptist Message. “She has 
such a rich background 
in missions discipleship, 
and I know she is going to 
champion missions educa-
tion for people of all ages 
in our Louisiana Baptist 

churches.”
Jones, who has served 

as a volunteer at Children’s 
Mission Camp (formally 
known as Girls in Action 
Camp and Royal Ambas-
sadors Camp) over the past 
15 years, hopes to bring 
that same passion for mis-
sions to her new role. 

Jones, whose first day 
on the job was Jan. 3, said 
she and her husband, Der-
ek, are excited to be a part 
of serving with Louisiana 
Baptists who strive for one 
common goal in Louisiana 
and beyond.

“GAs and Mission 
Friends had such an im-
pact on my life and made 
me who I am today,” she 
said. “I was called to min-
istry at a mission’s event, 

and the Lord reaffirmed 
that calling while serving 
at camp. I can’t wait to 
share my heart for mis-
sions with others. You are 
never too young or old 
for the Lord to call and 
use you. I’m excited about 
what the Lord has in store 
for our state.”

A native of Crowville, 
Jones trusted in Christ 
while attending a revival at 
her home church, Temple 
Baptist Church, Winns-
boro, at age 11. A year 
later, she was called to the 
ministry while attending a 
Missions Jamboree event 
at Temple Baptist Church, 
Ruston. That call was 
reaffirmed when she was 
working as a camp coun-
selor at a GA Camp at Tall 

Timbers Baptist Confer-
ence Center, Woodworth.

Jones is a graduate of 
the University of Louisiana 
at Monroe and soon will 
complete her Master of 
Arts in Christian Educa-
tion from Southwestern 
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Fort Worth, Texas. 

She has spent the last 
16 months as preschool 
minister at First Baptist 
Church, West Monroe. 
Before that, Jones was the 
children’s minister for two-
and-a-half years at First 
Baptist Church, Natchi-
toches.

Erin Jones recently moved to CENLA 
to become the new Louisiana Baptist 
children and youth mission education 
strategist (shown with husband Derek).

WEST MONROE, La. 
(LBM) – Ridge Avenue 
Baptist Church, a once 
thriving congregation 
that has seen a decline in 
worship attendance, has 
entered into an agreement 
to transfer its facilities to 
Northeast Baptist School.

While NBS will hold 
classes inside the facilities 
during the week, RABC 
will continue to meet 
there. The school hopes to 
move into the property be-
fore the start of the 2024-
2025 school year.

“We have been working 
for the past eight months 
to develop a win-win 
relationship using our 
facilities for God’s glory,” 
RABC Pastor Jim Wolfe, a 
NBS board member, told 
the Baptist Message. “The 
church will continue to 
function fully in minis-
try and missions for the 
advancement of the King-
dom sharing the facilities 
with NBS, who will also 
continue the educational 
ministry for the advance-
ment of the Kingdom. 
These are two separate en-
tities fulfilling their calling 
for the furtherance of the 

Ridge Avenue Baptist 
to transfer property 
to NE Baptist School



January 26, 2023 l  www.baptistmessage.com l  Louisiana Baptist Message

LOUISIANANEWS6

BCM Team from page one

Submitted photo

See BCM TEAM,  page 7

in Bible clubs. They also 
led worship services at 
area churches, performed 
construction projects and 
helped disciple church 
members.

LSU BCM member 
Brenden Williams said 
the trip reinforced his 
faith in Christ and forced 
him to trust Him more.

“God reminded me 
of how blessed I was 
and to not take that for 
granted,” he said. “I must 
use this gift to further the 

Kingdom. God challenged 
me by His reminder of 
the issues in Mexico and 
how much more I can do 
and should do at home.”

McNeese State BCM 
Director Blake Grundy 
said he was encouraged 
to see so many students 
step up to serve.

“We were able to 
encourage all ages in 
the congregations with 
biblical teaching,” he said. 
“Many people surren-
dered to Christ during 

the week. It was truly 
a blessing for everyone 
involved in building God’s 
Kingdom.”

McNeese State BCM 
member Abigail Bar-
row said the trip fulfilled 
a childhood dream of 
helping make disciples in 
Mexico.

During a service at a 
youth rally in Acuna, Bar-
row and her fellow BCM 
team members joined 
the Hispanic youngsters 
in singing “Lord, I Need 
You.”

“Even though we had 
the divide of languages, 
we all worshiped and 
served the same God,” 
she said. “I feel like that 
night was a taste of what 
heaven will be like.”

LCU BCM member 
Korey Kincade was given 
the chance to preach 
when another team mem-
ber (who was scheduled 
to deliver the evening 
youth rally message) 
suddenly fell ill. Kincade 
said he enjoyed preaching 
to both Louisianians and 
Hispanic youth and their 
parents.

“The thing that made 
it really special was that 
I was preaching to Chris-

tians from two coun-
tries,” Kincade said. “We 
came together that night 
as one brotherhood in 

Louisiana Christian University Baptist Collegiate Ministry members as-
sisted children during a time of arts and crafts at a church in Acuna, Mex-
ico.

Christ in a small church 
in Acuña -- together as Blake Grundy (middle) enjoyed a time of fellowship with members of a 

church in Acuna, Mexico. He is director of the McNeese State University 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry.
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one people that didn’t 
care about race, family 
status, or poverty levels. 
We bonded as a fellow-
ship of believers with one 
common goal, to keep 
our eyes and hearts on 
God.”

LONG-TERM COMMITMENT

According to Masters, 
the LSU BCM has been 
involved with a Mexico 
mission trip since 1992, 
with the exceptions of 
2010-2015 when travel 
was prohibitive due to 
drug cartel violence, and 
in 2020, when they did 
not travel to the country 
because of COVID re-
strictions.

Masters said that after 
he spoke with pastors 
in the country, Inter-
national Mission Board 
representatives, border 
patrol officers and other 
government officials, he 
is confident that work-
ing in the Piedras Negras 

area is safe for mission 
teams; and he encourages 
others to consider going 
there to share Christ’s 
love.

Masters said the mis-
sion trip has become an 
annual tradition for his 
family. 

Though his three 
daughters are no longer 
participating because 
they have moved out of 
state, Masters said they 
still have fond memories 
of time spent in Mexico.

“I started taking my 
girls on BCM mission 
trips after they turned 
seven,” he said. “My girls 
went 10 years as children 
and teenagers and then 
four years as college 
students. It was one of 
the best things I did for 
them. 

“Happiness not based 
on material goods but on 
God and your church,” 
he continued. “There is 
something about going 
to a third world country 

Brad Gill, director of the Louisiana Christian University Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry, helped paint a building in Acuna, Mexico alongside other mis-
sion team members from multiple BCMs in the state.

and serving. You see the 
true meaning of love and 
support of church mem-
bers.

“I invite many more 

groups to come and serve 
in Mexico,” he said. “If 
I can help in any way to 
set up ministry, I would 
be glad to do so.”

Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
At one time, RABC av-

eraged 395 in worship, ac-
cording to Annual Church 
Profile of statistics. But 
through the years atten-
dance steadily decreased, 
with 35 attending services 
in 2022. 

Rather than move, the 
members believed God still 
had a purpose for them 
at their current location. 
When Wolfe proposed 
to his mostly senior adult 
congregation the idea of 
transferring the property 
to NBS, they were enthusi-
astic about the idea.

“NBS will have plenty 
of room for growth and 
RABC will have connec-
tion with families for 
growth,” Wolfe said. “But, 
the greatest blessing for 
RABC is that our facili-
ties, which are far more 
than we are able to use and 
maintain, will be used by 
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EPHESIANS 5: 
Be imitators of the one true God

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – In Chapter 5, Paul 
emphasized how we should 
“walk,” calling on the Ephe-
sians to be “imitators of God” 
and to “walk in love … light 
… wisdom.” Meanwhile, he 
capped his discussion about 
righteous living by present-
ing how husbands and wives 
were to relate to each other, 
submitting in their respective 
ways to reflect the relation-
ship of Christ with His Bride, 
the Church. 

In this final chapter of 
his letter to the church in 
Ephesus, Paul gave instruc-
tions about the parent-child 
relationship immediately 
after addressing the marriage 
relationship.

Furthermore, he con-
structed this part of his 
discussion, “Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord, 
for it is right” (v. 1), around 
the fifth mandate of the Ten 
Commandments, “Honor 
your father and mother that 
it may be well with you and 
you may live long on the 
earth” (Exodus 20:12).

It is significant that Paul 
began his discussion about 
how to walk a new life, by 
warning the church at Ephe-
sus not to grieve the Spirit 
(Ephesians 4:30), punctuating 
this thought by then calling 
for new believers to be “imi-
tators of God” (Ephesians 5:1) 
before addressing the rela-
tionships in marriage and 

family (Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-
4) -- especially in referencing 
the Ten Commandments 
here --  because this same 
order, God and family, is re-
flected in the same hierarchy 
of relationships expressed in 
the Ten Commandments.

Many may view Exodus 
20:3-17 as merely a list of 
“dos and don’ts.” But it offers 
much more meaning, and 
likely guided Paul’s discus-
sion here.

The Ten Commandments 
provided a primer of sorts 
to the people of Israel, who, 
coming out of 400 years of 
being a people of Pharoah, 
needed to learn how to be 
a people of God – and He 
shaped His guidance to em-
phasize relationships!

-- The first four of the 
commandments address a 
people’s relationship with 
God.  

-- The fifth lifted up the 
parent-child relationship, and 
so the marriage and family 
relationships. 

-- Meanwhile, the pro-
hibitions against murder, 
adultery, theft, false witness 
and covetousness guide our 
relationships with everyone 
else.

It is not possible to know 
whether Paul learned this 
concept while under the tute-
lage of his mentor Gamaliel, 
or directly from Christ while 

This is the fifth installment of a six-part series for the January Bible study
 on the book of Ephesians.

By Will Hall, Baptist Message executive editor

EPHESIANS 6: 
God sustains us relationally

This is the sixth and final installment of a six-part series for the January Bible 
study on the book of Ephesians.

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – In Chapter 5, Paul 
emphasized how we should 
“walk,” calling on the Ephe-
sians to be “imitators of God” 
and to “walk in love … light 
… wisdom.” Meanwhile, he 
capped his discussion about 
righteous living by present-
ing how husbands and wives 
were to relate to each other, 
submitting in their respective 
ways to reflect the relation-
ship of Christ with His Bride, 
the Church. 

In this final chapter of 
his letter to the church in 
Ephesus, Paul gave instruc-
tions about the parent-child 

relationship immediately 
after addressing the marriage 
relationship.

Furthermore, he con-
structed this part of his 
discussion, “Children, obey 
your parents in the Lord, 
for it is right” (v. 1), around 
the fifth mandate of the Ten 
Commandments, “Honor 
your father and mother that 
it may be well with you and 
you may live long on the 
earth” (Exodus 20:12).

It is significant that Paul 
began his discussion about 
how to walk a new life, by 
warning the church at Ephe-

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) -- On December 
29, 2022, President Biden 
signed into law the Con-
solidated Appropriations 
Act of 2023, providing new 
charitable planning oppor-
tunities related to retire-
ment plans. 

Under the new law, the 
annual limit for qualified 
charitable distributions 
(QCDs) will be increased 
annually starting in 2024, 
indexed for inflation. Cur-
rently, individuals 70 1/2 
years of age and older can 
distribute directly from 
their retirement plans to 
a charity, such as a church 
or other ministry, up to 
$100,000 annually tax-free. 

New retirement law presents new 
charitable planning opportunities

Additionally, individu-
als aged 70 1/2 and up can 
now make an additional 
one-time $50,000 QCD for 
the purpose of creating life 
income plans, specifically 
charitable gift annuities 
and charitable remainder 
trusts. This opportunity 
allows individuals to turn 
a QCD into an income 
stream for them and leave 
a gift for ministry after 
their life. 

Lastly, the new law also 
raises the age for required 

minimum distributions 
(RMDs) from retirement 
plans to 73 for those born 
between 1951 and 1959 and 
to 75 for those born in 1960 
or later.

For more informa-
tion on how these 
changes can help you 
achieve your charitable 
giving goals to advance 
the Kingdom, contact 
the Louisiana Baptist 
Foundation at (877) 
523-4636 or contact@
LBFinfo.org.

The Total Truth Tour, 
which also is scheduled for 
August to November, is 
the latest effort by LCU to 
provide students with the 

tools to make a difference 
for Christ in the culture. 

For the last six years, 
LCU has offered several 
lecture series and confer-
ences to address current 
spiritual and political 
issues facing Christ follow-
ers. Additionally, messages 
during the 2022-2023 cha-
pel services are based off 
the book of Revelation.

Incoming students 
can apply for the Fran-
cis Schaeffer Scholarship 
Program, renewable an-
nually for four years. To 
be eligible, students must 
complete the book “A 
Student’s Guide to Cul-
ture” that centers on how 
Christians can understand 
and influence the culture. 
Applicants then view video 
lessons taught by LCU 
professors, complete quiz-
zes and write a final essay 
about the material.

Once on campus, 
students are required to 
attend Baptist Collegiate 
Ministry services and 
other cultural events each 
semester.

All sessions of the 
Total Truth Tour are free 
and preregistration is not 
required.

See EPHESIANS 5,  page 9
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in the church today. Some feel 
safe to drink alcohol, argu-
ing that consumption is not 
condemned, only drunken-
ness (v. 18). Others read such 
warnings as “wine is a mocker” 
(Proverbs 20:1) and conclude 
all alcohol is a sin. Then there 
are prescriptions such as give 
strong drink to “the perishing” 
and wine to “the bitter (Prov-
erbs 36:1), and Paul’s recom-
mendation to Timothy “use 
a little wine” for a stomach 
condition and his “frequent 
infirmities” (1 Timothy 5:23).

Whatever position the 
Christian takes on this issue, 
it is critical that those who 
approve of drinking carefully 
consider that drunkards are 
among those who will not 
inherit the Kingdom of God (1 
Corinthians 6:10). Meanwhile, 
those who totally abstain from 
alcohol should consider that a 
man or woman who holds that 
drinking is “lawful” might also 

be careful “not to be brought 
under the power” of it (1 Cor-
inthians 5:23). So, be cautious 
in judging others.  

Paul followed his discussion 
about how to walk as believers 
by addressing how couples are 
to journey together as hus-
band and wife. Importantly, 
he introduced this part of his 
counsel by declaring Christians 
are to submit to one another 
“in the fear of God” (v. 21). In 
other words, Paul framed his 
instruction regarding marriage 
in the perspective of obedience 
to the Father.

He told wives to submit to 
the husband “as to the Lord 
… in everything.” “As to the 
Lord” indicates she is not 
required to endure abuse from 
her husband or to participate 
in things that are unholy, il-
legal, immoral, unethical or 
unsafe. This point is reinforced 
by Peter’s encouragement that 
a wife’s “purity and reverence” 

might win over an unbelieving 
husband “without words” (1 
Peter 3;1-2). 

Meanwhile, Paul did not 
stop there. He did not just call 
for wives to submit to their 
husbands.

Indeed, one could argue 
that he placed an even higher 
standard on husbands to 
submit, calling them to imitate 
Christ who “gave Himself” for 
His Bride, the Church (v. 27). 
This refers to Christ’s suffering 
cruel torture by whip and an 
agonizing death on the cross. 
Additionally in verse 26 he 
introduced a priestly function 
-- “washing” her by the water 
“of the Word” -- suggesting the 
husband is to be the priest in 
the home.

Finally, Paul revealed that 
the model for the marriage 
relationship is not found in 
Adam and Eve, but in Christ 
and His Bride, the Church (vv. 
32-33).

Ephesians 6 from page 8
Paul was three years in 

Arabia, or perhaps a com-
bination of both. But his 
exposition in Ephesians 
about how to walk – in 
terms of how it reflects the 
relationship priorities of the 
Ten Commandments (God, 
family, everyone else) – 
certainly shows consistency 
with God’s first instructions 
to the people of Israel.

Paul next addressed one 
of the most difficult relation-
ship conditions of his time 
in terms of “everyone else” 
– the relationship between 
bondservant and master. 

It is important to note 
that it appears Paul was 

making a distinction be-
tween debt servitude (a 
means to pay off what is 
owed another) and chat-
tel slavery (taking someone 
captive as property), which 
the Bible condemns (Exodus 
21:16; 1 Timothy 1:10). Yet, it 
is equally true that the fate 
of a bondservant could be 
like chattel slavery depend-
ing on the temperament of 
his master.

Regardless, Paul likely 
addressed this particular 
relationship from among 
so many others with “ev-
eryone else” because of the 
high number of bondser-
vants in the Roman Empire. 

Historians estimate that up 
to one-third of the Roman 
Empire population was com-
prised of slaves, and another 
third of freed slaves. Con-
sequently, this relationship 
was a prevalent one at that 
time, and Paul addressed it 
bluntly by saying that you 
can endure any condition 
in life if you are first a slave 
to Christ (“with good will 
doing service, as to the Lord, 
and not to men”, v. 7).

Likewise, he directed be-
lievers who were masters to 
live differently than before 
in their relationships with 
servants (“giving up threat-
ening, knowing that your 
own Master also is in Heav-
en, and there is no partiality 
with Him,” v. 9).

Finally, Paul concluded 

his instruction about how to 
walk a new life by providing 
some spiritual implements to 
employ for success in com-
bat against “against spiritual 
hosts of wickedness,” (v. 
12). Indeed, he used military 
metaphors (“armor,” vv. 11, 
13) from what was likely a 
common sight given the 
ubiquitous presence of the 
Roman Army in the Roman 
Empire:

-- Belt of Truth (v. 14): A 
soldier used his belt to cinch 
in all extra uniform fabric 
to free up their legs and 
give them more mobility; 
likewise, the Belt of Truth 
allows the spiritual warrior 
to be agile in combat.

-- Breastplate of Righ-
teous (v. 14): The breastplate 
protected vital organs; Like-
wise, righteousness protects 

the heart of the believer.
-- Shoes of Gospel (v. 15): 

Roman soldiers wore heavy 
soled boots that resembled 
sandals and were hobnailed 
to give good footing. The 
Gospel of peace gives be-
lievers solid footing when 
facing life and death situa-
tions. Likewise, the Gospel 
of peace helps believers 
“stand firm” (v. 6), know-
ing that the cause for which 
they fight is to share the 
Good News with those fac-
ing eternity in Hell without 
it. In close combat, soldiers 
could even use their shoes 
as weapons, stomping the 
hobnails into the feet of the 
enemy. Similarly, the Gospel 
of peace can be effective in 
opposing spiritual attackers.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Do you have a Revival, Home-
coming, a new pastor, a community outreach or 
a concert? The Baptist Message would love to 
share your church news with the rest of the state. 
It is very easy to do, just send in your informa-
tion (who, what, where and when) to philip@
baptistmessage.com or call 318.449.4345. To 
get your event in the paper, please submit your 
information three weeks prior to the event.

ON THE MOVE

n Jenni, husband Stephen, Smith is the 
new worship leader at Trees Baptist Church, 
Vivian.
n Buster Jordan is the new worship leader at 
First Baptist Church, Zwolle.
n Meagan Stedman is the new Associate 
Metro BCM Director in New Orleans.

REVIVAL

n First Baptist Church, Haynesville: Revival-
Total Surrender, January 22-January 25, 
Sunday, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., Evangelist: Kyle 
Williams. Worship: Steve Reeves; Monday, 
6 p.m., Evangelist: Luke Hockenjos. Worship: 
Herb Armentrout. Tuesday, 6 p.m. Evange-
list: Steve Beard. Worship: Herb Armen-
trout. Wednesday, 6 p.m. Evangelist: Luke 
Hockenjos. Worship: Herb Armentrout. 
Pastor: Jeff Tinsley.
n Walnut Grove Baptist Church, Epps: Har-
vest Day Service, January 29, 10 a.m. Pastor: 
Todd Perry.
n Alabama Baptist Church, Arcadia: Revival, 
January 29-February 1, Evangelist: Michael 
Courtney. Worship: The Mackey Willis Fam-
ily. Pastor: Jeff Hurst.

n New Hope Baptist Church, DeQuincy: Re-
vival, January 29-February 1; Sunday – 10:30 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m.; Monday-Wednesday, 6:30 
p.m. Evangelist: Bill Britt. Worship: We-R-
Called. Pastor: Roland Hebert.
n New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Leavell College, New Orleans: Abide – Wom-
en’s Conference 2023, February 2-3, Friday, 
4-9 p.m. Saturday 7 a.m. – 3 p.m. Speak-
ers: Kelly Minter, Tara Drew, Stephanie 
Lyon. Worship: Nate Jernigan with guest 
vocalist Jaleesa McCreary. Cost: $75. To 
register go to https://brushfire.com/nobts/
abide2023/532790.
n First Baptist Church, Morgan City: Revival, 
February 5-8. Evangelist: Sam Moore. Pastor: 
Tracy Smith.
n Brushy Creek Baptist Church, Bancroft: The 
Mackey Willis Family in concert, February 
5, Pastor: Michael Streams.
n Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville: Re-
vival, February 5-8, Evangelist: Bob Pittman. 
Pastor: Philip Robertson.
n Beech Springs Baptist Church, Quitman: Re-
vival, February 5-8, 6:30 p.m. nightly. Speak-
er: Scott Teutsch. Pastor: Jason Womack.
n First Baptist Church, Crowville: Revival, 
February 5-8, Sunday, 11 a.m. & 6 p.m.; Mon-
day-Wednesday, 6:30 p.m. Evangelist: Craig 
Franklin. Worship: Drew Coker. A nursery 
will be provided. Pastor: Wade Coker.
n Mt. Tabor Baptist Church, Bernice: Revival, 
February 12-15. Worship: Mackey Willis 
Family. Pastor: Tony Walton.
n First Baptist Church, Crowley: Revival, 
February 12-15. Speaker: Brent Shoalmire. 
Pastor: Cullen Clark.
n First Baptist Church, Winnfield: Dennis 
Swanberg in concert, February 19, 11 a.m. 

(morning service) and 6 p.m. (comedy con-
cert). Pastor: Jerry Pipes.
n Open Door Baptist Church, Ragley: Bible 
Conference, February 22-24. Evangelist: Bob 
Pittman. Pastor: Sonny Simpson.

LAGNIAPPE

n Steve Bennett, Pastor Emeritus of FBC 
Moss Bluff, is available for conferences, reviv-
als, or supply. Call 337.263.7114
n Alton Achord is available for supply. Call 
318.715.8874.
n Eastwood Baptist Church, Haughton: Brian 
Free and Assurance in concert, January 27, 
2023, 7 p.m. The public is invited. A love offer-
ing will be taken. Pastor: Brad Kirby.
n Homewood Baptist Church, Alexandria: To-
day’s Southern Gospel benefit sing, Janu-
ary 28, 6 p.m. Featuring: Greg Sullivan, Bri-
an Free and Assurance, and New Ground. 
Cost: There will be no admission, but a love 
offering will be taken. Pastor: Jimmy Koonce.
n Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church, Columbia: 
Greg Sullivan Ministries with New Ground 
in concert, January 29, 6 p.m. Pastor: Robert 
Cooke.
n Cheniere Baptist Church, West Monroe: 
Fifth Sunday Singing with area churches, 
January 29, 5 p.m. Everyone is invited. Pastor: 
Zach Anderson.
n Loch Arbor Baptist Church, Monroe: Salt, 
Light, Song: Women’s Conference, January 
29, 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. Speaker: Joan Pugh. Cost: 
$30 with t-shirt and $20 without shirt. Pay by 
Jan. 8.  To register go to www.locharbor.com 
or to church’s Facebook page. Pastor: William 
Sikes.
n Prosperity Baptist Church, Jonesville: 

Southern Plainsmen in concert, January 
29, 10:30 a.m. Pastor: Tommy Sanson.
n Sweetwater Baptist Church, Quitman: 
Southern Plainsmen in concert, January 
29, 6 p.m. Pastor: Wilton Wall.
n First Baptist Church, Pineville: First@
First Business Leader Luncheon, Febru-
ary 2, noon. Speaker: Steve Horn, Louisi-
ana Baptist Executive Director.  Please 
RSVP to https://fbcpineville.secure2.
agroup.com/events/firstatfirst/2022-01-
05+11%3A50%3A00. Pastor: Stewart Hol-
loway.
n First Baptist Church, Morgan City: “Soul 
winning” training day, February 4. Guest 
Speaker: Sam Moore. Pastor: Tracey Smith.
n Live Oak Baptist Church, Denham Springs: 
Iron Sharpens Iron – National Men’s 
Equipping Conference 2023, February 4, 
8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. This even is hosted by 
Manup Ministries. Speakers: Brian Doyle, Jay 
Penton, Rex Tignor, Larry Leak, Ken Pax-
ton, Daniel Domangue. Cost: $29 for early 
registration through January 30. Cost for stu-
dents is $20. To register go to www.eventbrite.
com/e/469955097347?aff=efbneb. Pastor: 
Johnny Morgan.

n First Baptist Church, Benton: Southern 
Plainsmen in concert, February 5, 10:45 
a.m. Pastor: Robert Beadle.
n First Baptist Church, Converse: The Allens 
in concert, February 11, 6 p.m. Pastor: Brian 
Rankin.
n First Baptist Church, Keithville: The Allens 
in concert, February 12, 10:15 a.m. Pastor: 
Michael Stowell.
n Victory Baptist Church, Franklinton: Greg 
Sullivan Ministries in concert, February 12, 
9:30 a.m. Pastor: Larry Archote.
n Antioch Baptist Church, Rayville: Sanctu-
ary Quartet in concert, February 12, 10 a.m. 
Pastor: Keith Evans.
n Welcome Home Baptist Church, Columbia: 
The Bontrager Family in concert, February 
16, 6:30 p.m. Pastor: Jim McKeithen.
n Bonita Road Baptist Church, Bastrop: D-
Now, February 17-18. Speaker: Luke Hock-
enjos. Pastor: Casey Johnson.
n Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond: Greg 
Sullivan Ministries with Clearvision, Feb-
ruary 19, 5 p.m. Pastor: Avery Dixon.
n Cornerstone Baptist Church, Jennings: 
Southern Plainsmen in concert, February 
19, 10:45 a.m. 

Answer to January 12 Scripture Crypto:

second Timothy two: ten

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 

U = F;  Y = U

DJN M PFFR OFYB UDPEKB DZBDEDQ UBFQ PEK FPEKB 

VMNK FU PEK UAFFN, DJN AKN EMQ PEBFYSEFYP DAA  

PEK ADJN FU GDJDDJ, DJN QYAPMXAMKN EMV VKKN,  

DJN SDHK EMQ MVDDG.

TFVEYD PLKJPO-UFYB:PEBKK

Nominations from page one
than the covenant keepers 
who have remained faith-
ful for seven decades or 
longer. Help me identify 
and unpack the stories of 
Louisiana’s longest married 
couples.”

Those eligible for the 
contest must have been 
married for at least 70 
years before Feb. 3. 

Last year, Louisiana 
Family Forum named Gail 
and Patsy Richardson of 
Gonzales as the state’s 
longest-married couple at 
81 years. Gail, a longtime 
member of First Baptist 
Church, Gonzales, and Pat-
sy, who attends St. Mark’s 
Catholic Church, Gonzales, 
married on Sept. 1, 1940.

Other couples who were 
runners up included:

-- Lauris and Earline 
Broussard, Abbeville, 81 
years

-- James and Verna Wil-
son, Marksville, 77 years

-- William and Frances 
Rosevally, Covington, 77 
years

-- Clyde and Bertha 
Moody, Bogalusa, 74 years

-- Marion and Jean 
Hess, New Orleans, 74 
years

-- Paul and Yvonne 
Wilson, Morgan City, 74 
years

-- Richard and Geral-
dine Tiem, Shreveport, 72 
years

-- Jacob and Thelma 
Jones, Lafayette, 72 years

-- Nelville and Mary 
Theard, Covington, 72 
years 

-- Harold and Juanita 
Beaugh, Church Point, 71 
years

-- Angelo and Josie 
Lewis, Shreveport, 71 years

-- Kenneth and JoAnn 
McBride, Lecompte, 70 
years

The contest is held each 
year during National Mar-
riage Week USA, Feb. 7-14.

The week is an effort “to 
strengthen individual mar-
riages, reduce divorce, and 
build a marriage culture.”

Entries can be submit-
ted by email, info@la-
familyforum.org, phone, 
225.344.8533, or online, 
www.lafamilyforum.org.
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355  Melton 
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years 
experience, Family-Owned and 
Operated. Variety of fabrics 
available. Work done on-site. 
All Work Guaranteed. Call 
for estimates: 601.776.6617. 
If remodeling your sanctuary, 
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

HISTORIC Appalachian Pine 
1x6 Bead Board/V-Grove or 
Ship Lap/Nickel Gap – 99 
cents a foot by the board or 
95 cents a foot bundle quan-
tity. Call 318.757.8482 for 
more information.

EARNEST LITTLE available for 
supply and interim in the Cen-
tral Louisiana area.  Please call 
318.663.2770.

Call Advertising Director Rhon-
da Havens at 318.449.4351 or 
877.234.3832 to place your ads.

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

-- Shield of Faith (v. 16): 
Shields helped defend against 
burning arrows, deflecting 
some without catching fire, 
and smothering the flames 
of others that penetrated the 
leather but not enough to 
harm the bearer. The shield of 
faith does likewise against the 
fiery darts of the devil. 

-- Helmet of Salvation (v. 
17): A soldier’s helmet protects 
the brain as a vital organ. 
Meanwhile, the Helmet of Sal-
vation preserves the purity of 
the believer’s thoughts, against 
sin and false doctrine, as vital 
to a Christian’s relationship 
with God.

-- Sword of the Spirit (v. 
17): There is no more powerful 
weapon available to believers 
than the Word of God. But we 
must know it well to not be 
unwieldly with it against our 
spiritual foes.

Paul ended his guidance by 
emphasizing prayer in our re-
lationships with saints (“per-
severance and supplication” v. 
18) as well as sinners (“speak 
boldly” the Gospel, v. 19).

Crucially, Paul’s emphasis 
on relationships in the Book 
of Ephesians reflects the es-
sential nature of our being. 
God stated in the beginning 
that He made man in His im-
age, and that included making 
us a reflection of His relational 
nature (Father, Son, Holy 
Spirit; Three in One). This is 
intentional because before 
He created the universe, He 
desired a relationship with us. 
Moreover, just as He created 
the world to support our con-
tinuing physical existence, He 
also instituted relationships 
such as family and marriage to 
sustain our ongoing relational 
existence, too.

God maintaining a sound 
biblical and doctrinal basis 
for Christ and the advance-
ment of His Kingdom.

“All this is a work in 
progress,” he continued. “It 
is a unique approach in a 
very changing world.  Both 
NBS and RABC expect to 
grow as we work together 
sharing God’s property.”

According to its website, 
NBS was founded in 1994 
as a ministry of churches 
in the Northeast Louisiana 
Baptist Association. The 
school has grown from 30 in 
its first class to more than 
250 students, and 37 full and 
part-time faculty and staff 
members.

Mike Holloway, president 
of the NBS board and pastor 
of Ouachita Baptist Church, 
West Monroe, underscored 
the importance of faith-

based schools in today’s 
culture. 

He added that Article 
XII of the Baptist Faith and 
Message 2000 states the im-
portance of pursuing Chris-
tian education.

“Our prayer is that this 
school will help revitalize 
this church,” he said. “We 
know this church plans to 
invest its energy to bless 
the school ministry. We 
want this to be a model for 
churches all across the SBC.”
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+ Helping churches and other ministries earn more money on their savings to accomplish God’s work

+ Helping donors to estaÅlish special gifts to Åeneťt churches and other ministries

+ Tanaging endowments that will perpetually Åeneťt churches and other ministries

Managed assets are impacting the Kingdom through:

$230+ MILLION* IN MANAGED ASSETS 

T O  H E L P  A D VA N C E  T H E  K I N G D O M 

one dollar at a time, one ministry at a time, one life at a time.

From the Board and Staff of the Louisiana Baptist Foundation

*as of 12/31/2022

LBFinfo.org  •  877-523-4636  •  contact@LBFinfo.org

Louisiana Baptists for 
the partnership in ministry.

Thank
you
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