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Executive Director Steve Horn, ‘Don't give up!’

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

NEW ORLEANS (LBM)
— Louisiana Baptist Execu-
tive Director Steve Horn,
during the 2023 Louisiana
Baptist Convention Annual
Meeting, Nov. 14, hosted
by Franklin Avenue Bap-

tist Church, New Orleans,
urged messengers not to
give up on their mission.
“Louisiana Baptists,

some are fearful that this
anniversary of the Coop-
erative Program comes at a
time when we ought to be
deciding upon a new giv-
ing strategy other than the

Cooperative Program,” he
said. “T say, I'm not ready
to give up.

“I'm not ready to give
up because of the 93
Louisianans dying every
day in our state with no
relationship to Christ,” he
continued. “I'm not ready
to give up because of our

September.
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The Louisiana Baptist Convention, Northshore Baptist Association and Louisiana Baptist Children’s Homes
and Family Ministries has teamed up with the Psalm 139 Project to deliver an ultrasound machine for
women in crisis pregnancies. Leaders from three ministry arms attended a Nov. 15 dedication for an ultra-
sound machine they donated to the Restoration House Pregnancy Resource Center in Hammond, through
the Psalm 139 Project, a pro-life ministry of the Ethics & Religious Liberties Commission of the Southern
Baptist Convention. Funds were given by the LBC, NBA and LBCHFM and forwarded to Psalm 139 Project,
which then purchased the $30,000 machine and delivered it to the pregnancy resource center in early

International Missions
force scattered across the
globe.

“So, I say, ‘Let’s not
give up on what God has
used to raise up and send
out the greatest mis-
sionary force known to

See DON’T GIVE UP, page 2

Louisiana Baptist
Executive Director Steve Horn

Messengers approve
resolutions at LBC
Annual Meeting

By Staff
Louisiana Baptist Message

NEW ORLEANS (LBM)
— Messengers approved
seven resolutions during
the 2023 Louisiana Baptist
Convention Annual Meet-
ing: advocating for paren-
tal rights and responsibili-
ties; protecting children’s
innocence; protecting
the underaged from the
harms of alcohol; celebrat-
ing the 175th anniversary
of the LBC; expressing
appreciation for all who
contributed to the annual
meeting; preventing mail-
order abortifacients; and
congratulating Congress-
man Mike Johnson for his
election to speaker of the

House.

Brian Gunter, a messen-
ger and pastor from First
Baptist Church, Livings-
ton, tried to substitute
his resolution (on equal
protection for preborn
children) for the resolution
on preventing mail-order
abortifacients.

Gunter’s proposed
resolution included
prosecution of all who
perform abortion of an
unborn child, including
the mother. His resolu-
tion noted that “such equal
protection would require a
case-by-case determination
and would not alter any
existing presumption of

See RESOLUTIONS, page 4

Louisiana Baptists enjoy fellowship, conduct business, pray

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

NEW ORLEANS (LBM)
— Louisiana Baptists en-

joyed fellowship and wor-
ship during the 2023 LBC
Annual meeting Nov. 14 at
Franklin Avenue Baptist
Church, but also conduct-

Philip Robertsn

ed important business.

SBCECREPORT

Reggie Bridges

Philip Robertson
thanked messengers for
their prayers as he serves

as chairman of the South-
ern Baptist Convention
Executive Committee. He
was elected to this position
June 12.

Robertson and the
other EC members have
dealt with, among other
issues, how the SBC should
respond to those sexual
abuse survivors.

“The past few years, as
you well know, have not
been the easiest for your

See BUSINESS, page 3
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modern Christianity.”
Citing Hebrews 12:25-
29, Horn reminded mes-
sengers of several ways to
respond as recipients of a
Kingdom that never can be
shaken: let their worship
go up by praising God, in
public actions and in per-
sonal actions; let the Word
of God come into their
lives by paying attention

to their spiritual leaders,
Jesus and teachings of oth-
ers; and let their witness
go out into the world.

OVERCOMING CRISIS

Horn referenced obsta-
cles that were surmounted
in 1848 when the state
convention was formed, to
make a point about Louisi-

ana Baptists continuing to
overcome challenges today.

He noted that Louisiana
Baptist leaders are working
to respond to the church
insurance crisis that is
pressing on congregations
across the state.

Louisiana lawmakers
passed legislation in June,
now signed into law by the
governor, that established

ACCHRISTMAS CELEBRATION

DECEMBER 10™ AT 10:00 AM & 6:30 PM
DECEMBER 11™ AT 6:30 PM

FREE TICKETS — PBCMINISTRY.COM/CHRISTMAS

a church self-insurance
trust.

However, a separate
funding line item for the
trust was deleted during
negotiations between the
Senate and House. Con-
sequently, multiple ap-
proaches are underway to
secure one-time funding
from the state and federal
governments and possibly
other sources to assist with
setup costs.

In the meantime, efforts
are beginning to complete
“no cost” steps while the
funding appeals proceed.

The push to help
churches began in March
when Horn reached out
to the Louisiana Baptist
Office of Public Policy to
share that churches were
contacting his office about
insurance nonrenewal
notices and soaring premi-
ums due to the four hurri-
canes of 2021-22:

-- State Sen. Katrina
Jackson responded to
contact from the Loui-
siana Baptist Office of
Public Policy by arranging
a Zoom townhall meeting
between pastors and the
state insurance commis-
sioner.

-- Likewise, state Sen.
Robert Mills, a member of
First Baptist Church, Boss-
ier City, with Jackson as

cosponsor, pushed through
S.B. 147, which established
the church self-insurance
program.

-- LBC Executive Board
members approved, dur-
ing their Sept. 26 meeting,
an advisory committee to
help identify strategies and
resources to secure one-
time funding to launch the
state legislature approved
self-insurance program.

Horn asked messengers
to submit basic informa-
tion they received in their
annual meeting packet
about their church insur-
ance history and needs
that will be helpful in
ascertaining the viability of
the self-insurance pro-
gram.

“I dream of one day
standing before you to
tell you that there is a
self-insurance program
as an alternative for our
churches to consider in-
stead of traditional insur-
ance which only prom-
ises escalating premiums,
higher than affordable
deductibles, the very real
possibility of churches not
securing insurance, which
will ultimately lead to the
inability to build back after
the next hurricane,” Horn
said. “We are at work, and
we will not quit until there
is a viable alternative.”

INSURANCE FOR CHURCHES
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BUSiﬂESS from page one

you well know, have not
been the easiest for your
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Executive Commit-
tee,” said Robertson, also
pastor of Philadelphia
Baptist Church, with cam-
puses in Alexandria and
Deville. “In fact, it may
have been the most tu-
multuous stretch that has
faced the EC in its 106-year
history. It seems almost at
times that every slope is
slippery. But we know as
Hebrews Chapter 6 tells us,
that we have this hope as
an anchor of our souls, and
that anchor is connected to
the Rock of Ages, the Lord
Jesus. So, God continues
to certainly be very, very
faithful. And I'm commit-
ted to do my part to help
restore to our Executive
Committee stability, reli-
ability and credibility in
the midst of these chang-
ing times.”

Bridges told Robertson
he is thankful for him as
he navigates the difficult
task ahead.

“He has given leader-
ship to our state, and he’s
given leadership to our
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion, and we are part of the
family,” Bridges said. "And
we want to pray for our
family.”

David Hankins, former
LBC executive director,
closed the report with a
prayer for Robertson.

“We pray for our broth-
er, Phillip Robertson,”
Hankins prayed. “You've
given him an important as-

Your
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signment, and we pray that
you would strengthen him
for this task to what you
have called him.”

BUDGET APPROVED

Messengers approved
the 2024 financial plan
based on Cooperative
Program contributions of
$18,080,569, an increase of
$502,560, or 2.86 percent.
Cooperative Program pro-
jections are based on ac-
tual receipts from August
2022 through July 2023.

The allocation formula
for distributing Coopera-
tive Program gifts between
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion and Louisiana Baptist
causes changed for 2024,
62.87 percent forwarded
to support ministries in
the state (a decrease from
63.26 percent in 2023) and
37.13 percent forwarded to
fund national entities (an
increase from 36.74 percent
in 2023).

PRAYER FOR ISRAEL

The annual meeting
featured multiple times of
dedicated prayer.

During the morning
session, LBC First Vice
President Chad Gilbert led
a prayer for those in Israel
and also for the Interna-
tional Mission Board mis-
sionaries serving around
the world.

“We bow before your
mighty hand and we seek
your face together,” said
Gilbert, also pastor of First

Baptist Church, New Or-
leans. “We pray today for
the protection of innocent
lives. We pray for the free-
dom of hostages. We pray
for an end to the reign of
terror and evil. We ulti-
mately pray for peace that
ultimately comes through
Christ.”

During the afternoon

Licensed

.—-"/

JAMES L. DAVIS

session, Paul Watts, pas-
tor of Emmanuel Baptist
Church, Ruston, prayed
for victims of a stabbing
incident at Louisiana

Tech University. On Nov.
13, four individuals were
knifed at the Lambright
Sports and Wellness Cen-
ter after leaving their early
morning class. The suspect

CONSTRUCTION

146 Redemption Ln
Ruston, LA 71270

was apprehended immedi-
ately after the attacks and
placed in custody.

“We pray that hearts
and minds would be open
to that message, the good
news of Jesus Christ stirred
because of the reminder of
the brevity of life,” Watts

See BUSINESS, page 6
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RESO'UtiOﬂS frompageone ___

innocence, defense, justifi-
cation, immunity, or clem-
ency, including that moth-
ers would not be subject to
criminal liability if under
criminal duress, mistake of
fact, or in a life-threaten-
ing medical emergency, or
for an accidental or natural
death, or for an act prior
to the effective date of the
law (ex post facto).”

Additionally, his resolu-
tion stated “that we state
unequivocally that all pre-
born children are image-
bearers of God; therefore,
call upon the Louisiana
Legislature and Governor
to fulfill their God-given
duty to uphold justice by
establishing equal protec-
tion under the law for all
preborn children, rejecting
all partiality in judgment,
and implementing the legal
prohibitions and sanctions
applicable to homicide
for the safeguarding of all
persons, both born and
preborn.”

Speaking for his mo-
tion, Gunter told mes-
sengers that for the last 15
years he has worked tire-

E

INSPIRING SPEAKERS

lessly for unborn children
and even founded multiple
pregnancy centers.

“The approach that has
been taken in our state leg-
islature and many others
is to criminalize abortion
clinics, but in fact to give
immunity to mothers who
seek and procure abor-
tions,” he said. “Now, what
has been said in opposition
to my position, which is
that we should totally ban
abortion, is that I would
seek to criminalize women,
but laws don't criminal-
ized classes of people like
women. Laws criminalized
conduct, such as prenatal
homicide.

“My position is very
simple,” he said. “I believe
that no one should be al-
lowed under law to murder
an innocent child in the
womb. I believe that mur-
dering anyone should be
illegal for everyone. And
while I agree with reso-
lution six’s request that
we would prosecute the
abortion industry for ship-
ping these pills into our
state, that is not going far

enough. If we leave it legal
for women to order those
pills from out of state and
have a self-managed abor-
tion at home, which cur-
rent Louisiana law allows,
we'll never end abortion in
our state if we keep self-
managed abortion legal for
women.”

Field Thigpen, pastor of
Memorial Baptist Church,
Bogalusa, and a member
of the LBC Resolutions
Committee, spoke against
Gunter’s resolution. He
told Gunter that while he
respected him and shared
with him a pro-life stance,
he disagreed with Gunter’s
assertion that women who
have an abortion should be
subject to prosecution.

“We live in a broken
world, and in the broken
world these are the ugly,
negative types of certain
circumstances that would
unfortunately come up and
inevitably come up,” he
said. "And we're afraid that
the criminal justice system
as it stands is not capable
or qualified to be able to
handle matters of prenatal
homicide. I am concerned
that it would not promote

justice, but it could possi-

bly further injustice.”
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Messenger Brian Gunter spoke for his proposed resolution that called for
the prosecution of a woman who underwent an abortion.

John Lombard, a mes-
senger from Wardville
Community Church, Pin-
eville, then spoke in favor
of Gunter’s motion.

“If we say with our
mouths that it is human
at the moment of concep-
tion, and that abortion
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is murder, we have to be
consistent to say that the
person who intention-

ally -- not under duress
and not under coercion

-- intentionally ends life of
their child life has com-

See RESOLUTIONS, page 6
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Speakers press messengers to pursue Christ

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

NEW ORLEANS
(LBM) — On the heels
of its 175th anniversary,
Louisiana Baptists have an
opportunity to unify and
reach the state for Christ,
Reggie Bridges said in his
presidential address during
the 2023 Louisiana Baptist
Convention Annual Meet-
ing, Nov. 14, hosted by the
Franklin Avenue Baptist
Church, New Orleans.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

“If we all look to Jesus,
and if we all run the same
way, there will be natural
unity because we are look-
ing to Jesus,” Bridges said.

Drawing from Hebrews
12:1-2, Bridges, pastor of
Temple Baptist Church,
Ruston, said Christ fol-
lowers must lay aside the
weight of sin that entan-
gles them, run with endur-
ance and look unto Jesus.

“There is going to be
pain,” he said. “There is go-
ing to be agony. But you've
got to keep running. You
and I have to give it all we
have because the Christian
life is not a 40-yard dash
but a marathon.”

Bridges said everything

Nugent Music & Audio
192 Pinegrove Drive
Pineville, LA 71360
Tel: 318.473.9999
Email: info@nugentmusic.com

Fred Luter, pastor of Franklin Avenue Baptist Church, New Orleans, told
messengers to learn from their past and look to the future.

starts and ends with Jesus.

“The hero of history has
always been Jesus,” Bridges
said. “He is the author and
the perfecter. What He be-
gins in us, He will finish in
us. He will keep me until
the day of His return. He
will perfect His salvation
in me.

“I may fail,” he con-
tinued. “I may fall. But
thanks to God I will always
have the Rock of Certainty
in Jesus Himself.”

BIBLE STUDY

Jamie Dew, president
of New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary,
reminded messengers they

Nugent Music & Audio is a church’s one stop location for all
their audio and video needs. We offer audio, video, lighting
design, installation, training. We also can set up your
church service to stream on all the most popular platforms.

3:1-11. “We seek them out.
We jockey for position.
We hone our skills, and
we do the things we do
but somehow, someway,
we can lose sight of that
which is important.”

Dew said that to pur-
sue Christ and Kingdom,
those in vocational minis-
try must not put trust in
themselves or their own
accomplishments, seek
Christ as their greatest

reward, recognize they are
not yet who they are sup-
posed to be and seek the
life Christ purchased for
them.

“To be in pursuit of
Christ means you have
come to realize that Christ
and Christ alone is worth
having,” he said. “Christ
and Christ alone is what
can satisfy our hearts.”

For the complete story go to www.
baptistmessage.com.

“Three generations
of Galloway s serving
Louisiana Churches.”

can be busy in the work of
ministry without pursuing
Christ and His Kingdom.
“We would never
mean for it to happen,
but somewhere along the
way these lights and these
platforms and these little
microphones and these
moments where we stand
can become important to
us,” said Dew, basing his
Bible study on Philippians

We are on a Mission o provide
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As we engage in the holiday season, we are oftentimes engulfed with sights and sounds
that spark our spirits. When we gaze about at the beautiful lights, hear the joyful carols,
and feel the warm embrace of loved ones, we can’t help but be ushered into a sense of
gratitude and generosity. Families exchanging heartfelt gifts, friends engaging in acts of
kindness, and businesses extending their hands to help their communities.

For followers of Christ, this season also serves as a Kingdom, but also resolve in the new year to consider
reminder for us to pause and reflect on all that God has other ways you can give to your church or other
given to us. Everything we have—our funds, our family, ministries throughout the year. Whether it's current
and our very faith—has been graciously given to us by gifts of stock, real estate, or retirement funds, or
God. Generosity should be the natural overflow of the even a future gift in your estate plan or beneficiary
new heart that we have been given by our generous designations, the Foundation stands ready and eager
God. And while this season serves as a poignant to help you achieve your charitable giving goals.
opportunity to give, it shouldn't be the exclusive time

we give. As God is steadfast in His generosity, we t00 For more information on the various ways the

should be steadfast in the generosity we extend. Louisiana Baptist Foundation can help you, please call

As we bid farewell to one year and welcome in
another, take a moment to contemplate not only Dr. Jeffrey Steed, Executive Director
how you can make a year-end gift to advance the Jared Price, J.D., Director of Gift Planning

ECEMBER 202 1
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Timely year-end gifts are crucial as With each new year, there's the Not only should we be giving now to

they not only offer valuable support potential for new opportunities advance the Kingdom, but we also can

to churches and other ministries but to advance the Kingdom with include a future gift to our church or

also provide potential significant tax special gifts to your church other ministries in our estate plan or
benefits for donors. or other ministries. beneficiary designations.
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place Nov. 12, hosted

by Broadmoor Baptist
Church, Shreveport. The
convention sermon will
be preached by Matthew
James, vice president of
enrollment, New Orleans
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary. The alternate preach-
er will be Michael Wood,
senior pastor, First Baptist

See BUSINESS, page 7

Resolutions

from page 4

mitted murder,” he said.
“The Gospel can impact that
person. But if we tutor them
with such laws that say oth-
erwise, where's the Gospel
impact? And so, it's our heart
to hopefully persuade you to
see this in light of God's view
of things, and not pursue
with unequal weights and
measures or partiality which
God looks to be as an abomi-
nation.”

Will Hall, director of
the LBC Office of Public
Policy, cited statistics from
the Charlotte Lozier Insti-
tute, a major sanctity of
life research organization,
that show 70 percent of
women who had abortions
were coerced, pressured or
otherwise regretted having
an abortion. He noted that
imprisoning a woman for
having an abortion would
make her a victim a third
time (with so many having
been coerced to surrender
their purity, then when
impregnated, coerced to kill
their unborn child).

Hall said he appreciated
the biblical citations that
Gunter included to support
each statement in his resolu-
tion. But he added that one
was missing, John 8 and the
account about the woman
caught in the act of adultery.

Hall described how Jesus
responded to the scribes and
Pharisees.

“And those men were
convicted of their sins and
left,” he said. “And here's the
important part. He looked
up at the woman and said,
is there no one left to con-
demn you? And she said, no
one, Lord.” With that title,
“Lord” she declared Jesus as
the Messiah, Savior. So that
act of compassion from Jesus
led to the salvation of that
woman caught in adultery.

“Don't criminalize these
women,” he ended.

Messengers then voted
and the substitute resolution
was defeated.
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Baton Rouge, was elected pastor of the Iglesia Bau-  acclamation by the Con-
president. Matt Endris, tista La Vina in Kenner, vention — a single ballot
pastor of Fairview Baptist was elected second-vice cast by the LBC execu-
Church, Alpha, was elect- president. tive director in view of no
ed first vice-president, All three men were opposition to any of the
and Geovany Gémez, given individual votes of ~ candidates.

LOUISIANA BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME

Immediate Job Openings
David Goza, Jefferson Baptist Church, Bafo R;Jge, president, Mtt En-
dris, Fairview Baptist Church, Alpha, first vice president, and Geovany G6- COTTAG E P A R E N TS :

mez, Iglesia Bautista La Vifia, Kenner, second vice president : " . . .
g P Husband and wife teams are needed in Monroe. Full-time positions include salary,

M benefits, paid vacation, and training. Basic job description is to provide love, care, and
USI ness from page 6 hope in Christ for children in need. Applicants should not have children living at home
under the age of 18. Applicants must have a sense of call and commitment to a ministry

Church, West Monroe. of service to children and be active members of a local Southern Baptist church.
The worship leader will Part-time positions are also available.
be Tyler Hennessee, wor- Please send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@Ilbch.org or LBCH,
ship pastor, Broadmoor PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.
Baptist Church.

The 2025 LBC Annual
Meeting will take place at
the Randolph Riverfront
Center, Alexandria.

COTTAGE MANAGERS:

Part-Time Positions Available: Christian women needed in Monroe to serve in Home-
Place, a transitional living ministry for homeless children and their mothers. Must have
VP - a sense of call and commitment to a ministry of service to children and families.
Tracy Graham, Norris Ferry Commu- OFFICERS ELECTED Please send resume to: Jonann Byargeon at jonann@Ilbch.org or

nity Church, Shreveport, Executive LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

Board president, and Tim Williams,

Williams Boulevard Baptist Church,
Kenner, vice president.

David Goza, pastor of www.lbch.org

Jefferson Baptist Church,

Are you passionate about nas i
& looking for a Christ-Centered program?

LCU's recently redesigned Bachelor of Science in Nursing is the perfect place to start
your journey. Propel your career under the mentorship of exceptional faculty who are
committed to teaching and preparing future generations of nurses. The Christ-centered
and student-focused environment of LCU includes small class sizes, innovative teaching
strategies, and hands-on learning experiences in a variety of clinical settings. Your
success starts here!

Program Highlights

Now Accepting Applications For
New Curriculum Designed with Next LCU's New And Innovative

Generation NCLEX Success in Mind Concept-Based Curriculum
Divided Into Sub Terms With A
+ Exceptional Faculty Passionate About Focus On Specific Content.

Their Faith & Teaching & Preparing
Future Nurses

+/ Real-World Experiences in a Variety of
Clinical settings

+ Smaller Class Sizes

+ Success Specialist Dedicated to
Helping Nursing Students Succeed

+ Accelerated Bachelor of Science in Nursing
Pathway with No TEAS Required

Our ABSN Pathway is designed for those who currently hold
a Bachelor's Degree to obtain a nursing degree in as little as
16 months! f v

Preparing Graduates - Transforming Lives
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Pastors Conference: Have joy in ministry

tor’s Conference, Nov. 13, SERVE WITH JOY
hosted by the Franklin Av-
enue Baptist Church, New
Orleans, speakers offered
words of encouragement

and conviction to pastors.

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

NEW ORLEANS
(LBM) — During the 2023
Louisiana Baptist Pas-

Leroy Fountain, a Loui-
siana Baptist church health
strategist, spoke during the
opening session from Acts
20:16-24 to urge the crowd
to endure with joy.

Fountain said as Christ
followers strive to fin-
ish their races, they must
remember there is a prize
for those who compete,
they must prepare for the
spiritual battle and they
must persevere.

He encouraged pastors
not to focus on the size or
location of their church,

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL

Melvin Thomas

318.465.1006

melvin.thomas@bchsla.com
411 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106

Sam Moore, Evangelistic Ministries
www.evangelistsammoore.org

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist. He has the gift

of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available
for Revivals, Crusades, Harvest Days, and Wild Game
Supper Events. Call or email to schedule your 2024 events.

479.381.1170 evangelistsammoore@gmail.com

PREPARE
ZPYWHERE ol

but rather to work hard for
Christ and the Kingdom.

“God has placed you
there and you should be
faithful there,” he said. “If
you really want to finish
your race with joy, you
must keep your eyes on
the prize.”

He challenged the
pastors not to give up as
they run the race and to
remember what waits for
them at the finish line.

“The payoff of the race
of faith is Heaven, it’s
everlasting life and it’s
everlasting joy,” he said.
“But in order to get that
everlasting joy, we must
endure the challenges and
the difficulties. We must
do as Paul talked about
he was doing “with many
tears and with trials.”

TEACH WITH JoY
David Allen, distin-

guished professor of
preaching and Dean of the

The NEW 15 Passenger
Ford Transit Forest River Van

* No Commercial Driver’s License required
- Lease for as low as $1,327 monthly

Adrian Rogers Center for
Preaching at Mid-America
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Cordova, Tennessee,
reminded pastors of the
joy of teaching.

Preaching from 1 Timo-
thy 3:4, 2 Timothy 2:2 and
Colossians 1:28-29, Allen
reminded pastors to live a
life of Christ-like character
as they strive to teach the
Word.

“Character and teaching
go together,” said Allen,
also founder and editor-in-
chief of the new podcast
and website, Preaching
Coach (preachingcoach.
com). “Pay attention to
your life. Be sure your am-
bition and ability does not
carry you beyond where
your character can sustain
you.”

Allen noted that an
ideal pastor and teacher is
a man who will have spiri-
tual depth, doctrinal integ-

See JOY, page 11

The 13 Passenger Ford or
Chevrolet Starcraft Allstar with
2 Wheelchair Stations

* No Commercial Driver’s License required
- Lease for as low as $1,825 monthly

The 15 Passenger Ford or Chevrolet
Starcraft Allstar with Rear Storage

* No Commercial Driver’s License required
- Lease for as low as $1,894 monthly

OvVR BACHELOR'S
PROGRAM AND VNIQVE
SETTING PREPARE YOU FOR
SOMETHING MORE THAN
JUsT A J6B. LEAVELL
COLLEGE PREPARES YOV
TO ANSWER 6OD'S CALL.

LEAVELL
COLLEGE

NEW ORLEANS, LA

3 LEAVELLCOLLEGE.COM

I BUS SALES
Each New Bus Sold to Churches Comes
with a Complimentary 8-Year, Unlimited Mileage Warranty
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America’s #1

Church Bus Dealer

www.carpenterbus.com
Nationwide Delivery

800-370-6180
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JOY from page 10

rity, personal excel-
lence in the discipline of
preaching and teaching
and a faithful and practi-
cal life.

“You cannot know God
by the academic process
alone,” he said. “There is
the spiritual aspect of it
all.”

Additionally, he en-
couraged pastors to fear
God and do what He says.

When the day of ac-
countability comes, there
won't be any no shows, he
said. “So, you better get it
right now.”

EVANGELIZE WITH JOY

Ryan Rice, pastor of
Connect Church, Algiers,
used Luke 12:35-40 to
challenge pastors to en-
gage their community.

Rice said that Christ
followers are Kingdom
servants who serve with
joy, knowing that one day
Jesus will return. There-
fore, Rice said Kingdom

disciples stay ready, are
faithful, desire His will
be done and have a joyful
responsibility.

Rice cautioned church-
es not to be discouraged
if they do not see initial
fruit from evangelistic ef-
forts. Rather, he said they
should remain faithful.

“God blesses a church
that lives with open hands
and is willing to reach
their community with the
Good News of Christ,”
he said. “The servant of
God has rewards to look
forward to. We are called
to remove this fear and
go forward in reaching
our community with the
Good News of Christ.”

He said God has called
churches to glorify Him
in the Kingdom work to
which they are called.

“Our reason for do-
ing ministry is not so we
can have the bigger, best
and better,” he said. “Our
reason for doing ministry
is that we serve out of the

LBC photo

Pastors Conference speakers shared encouraging messages about finding joy in various areas of ministry.

overflow of our love for
Jesus and engage people
with the Gospel so that
His Kingdom may be ad-
vanced even if our church

never grows.”
ENDURE WITH JOY

Dean Inserra, pastor

of City Church, Tallahas-
see, Florida, cited 2 Peter
3:14-18 to exhort pastors
to have joy in standing

See JOY, page 12

DEOPLE
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YUGH HERE FOR YOU.

PRAYER

(B LOUISIANA BAPTISTS

Visit LouisianaBaptists.org/hereforyou to discover how you can let your community know you're part of this effort.
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LOCATED IN DOWNTOWN ALEXANDRIA, LOUISIANA

JO)’ from page 11

firm against the cultural
tides coming against the
church.

Inserra emphasized
there is no joy in false
teaching, but there is sta-
bility in orthodoxy, add-
ing that stability stands in
grace and truth. He also
offered that joy in stand-
ing firm is not found
when it is “a sport,” but
rather when it is an act
of devotion and an act of
worship.

He said everyone has
been shown grace and
hence Christ followers
should share the Good
News with others.

“The doctrine hasn’t
changed,” Inserra said.
“We just need a grace
awakening in our circles.
And what if it started
here in Louisiana.”

Our sales staff can assist you with personalized group
itineraries, hotel leads, planning guides, and tours. Being
centrally located in the middle of the state, the area offers

a wide variety of venues, historical sites, and unique
Louisiana experiences in and around the
“Heart” of Louisiana.

LEAD WITH JOY

Clay Smith, pastor of
Johnson Ferry Baptist
Church, Marietta, Geor-
gia, cited Philippians 1
and Hebrews 13:17 as a
reminder for pastors to
find joy in leading.

Smith told pastors
they have a joy in Jesus

bﬁ:—-

RE%I% sol gq 2

1.800.551.9546 ® 318-442-9546 ® randolphriverfrontcenter.com

ATTENTION:
INDIVIDUAL INVESTORS

The funds you save
with your personal

PROTECT YOUR
FAMILY,

investment account
through
Church Finance

START AN
EMERGENCY FUND!

Corporation
can be used as your
emergency fund.

LOUISIANA
BAPTIST *Rates are subject to change. The Louisiana Baptist Foundation is not '
FOUNDATION soliciting funés but is end%rsmg its ministry paetner Church Finance ChurCh Flnance

Corporation in providing investments for individuals.
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that is greater than the
hardship of ministry and
when they have a joy
from Jesus it overflows
into a love for other
people.

“Your ministry is not
a source of joy, but Jesus
is,” he said. “And if you
have Jesus, you can have
the joy that you need
from ministry.”

PASTOR WITH JOY

Chip Luter, senior as-
sociate pastor at Franklin
Avenue Baptist Church,
encouraged pastors to
embrace the joy of pas-
toring.

Basing his message on
Philippians 1:1-11, Luter
said pastors can experi-
ence appreciation, alli-
ance, assurance, affection
and ambition as they
pastor.

He shared that many
churches have members
who have a sincere de-
votion to their pastors
which makes pastoring
the church joyful.

“The people we lead
have our backs,” he said.
“It’s joyful to know that
the people we shepherd
lavish us with their
prayers, encouragement
and support.”

Luter encouraged pas-
tors this is God’s work,
and He will see it to
completion.

“If we believe the
resurrection really hap-
pened, then we can have
the confidence that the
work of the ministry will
be complete,” he said.
“But, yet, if we depend
on our own selves and
not place it all at the feet
of Jesus, we will lose the
confidence of what Christ
can really do in our
churches.”

PREACH WITH JoY

Clint Pressley, se-
nior pastor, Hickory
Grove Baptist Church,
Charlotte, North Caro-
lina, closed the Pastors
Conference by remind-
ing pastors of the joy of
preaching.

Pressley, preaching
from 2 Corinthians 5:17-
21, said a pastor’s message

See JOY, page 13
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JO)’ from page 12

is driven by hope, found-
ed on grace, is a clear one
and is for the glory of the
Gospel.

He noted that through
Christ His followers have
security, acceptance and

assurance and can rejoice.

“We live in a culture
of death and Jesus gives
us the words of life,” he
said. “What a great joy

to know that you are in
Christ.”

LANGIAPPE

Pastors were treated to
two panels:

-- New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary
professors spoke on the
important role pastors
play (Nate Jernigan, as-

sistant professor of mu-
sic and worship, Leavell
College; Matt James, vice
president for enrollment
and assistant professor of
historical theology; Greg
Wilton, dean of Leavell
College; and Blake New-
som, associate professor
of expository preaching
and Caskey Center direc-
tor).

LOUISIANA BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME

SOCIAL WORKERS Needed in
Shreveport and Baton Rouge:

Full-time positions include salary, benefits, and paid vacation. LMSW licensure
required, A minimum of two years’ experience in child welfare or related field pre-
ferred. Must demonstrate proficient speaking and writing skills. Must be able to work

independently. Some travel required.
Please send resume to Susan Nolan at snolan@Ibch.org or LBCH, PO
Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

CHRISTIAN COUNSELOR Needed in
Baton Rouge:

Granberry Counseling Centers is looking for a full-time Christian counselor in
Baton Rouge. Must be fully or provisionally licensed as LPC, LMFT or LCSW. Two years
post licensure experience is preferred in private practice settings.

Please send resume to: kathy@Ibch.org or Granberry Counseling
Centers, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

o £ ITHAN [
AVINGS A JUN

www.lbch.org

-- Waylon Bailey, pas-
tor, First Baptist Church,
Covington, Carl Gulde,
director of missions, La-
Salle Baptist Association,
and Fred Luter, pastor of
Franklin Avenue Baptist
Church, shared about
what the key lessons they
learned while serving as
pastor.

Finally, officers were
elected to lead the 2024
Pastors Conference:
Heath Peloquin, pastor,
Summer Grove Baptist
Church, Shreveport,
president; and Tommy
Kiker, pastor, East Lees-

Heath Peloquin, Summer Grove
Baptist Church, Shreveport, Pastor
Conference president, not photo-
graphed, Tommy Kiker, East Lees-
ville Baptist Church, vice president

ville Baptist Church, vice
president.

Brian Blackwell photo

Will Hall, director of the LBC Office of Public Policy, recognized three state
lawmakers who are strong partners with Louisiana Baptists on key legis-
lative issues: Sen. Katrina Jackson (Esther’s Courage Award); Sen. Robert
Mills and Rep. Gabe Firment (Shammath’s Courage Awards). Jackson and
Mills helped establish a church self-insurance trust. Firment authored a
law that protects children from permanent transgender transition proce-
dures until they reach the age of consent.

SANK

LOUISIANA
BAPTIST

FOUNDATION

SHORT TERM %
FUND RATE

3.40%)

CURRENT VIELD}*’ .

Increase your ministry influgnce with a better rate of return on your church savings

Learn more: 877-523-4636 - contact@LBFinfo.org

*Based upon internal data. *Rates subject to change.
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Ethics & Religious Liberty Com-
mission of the Southern Bap-
tist Convention Chief Financial
Officer Bobby Reed presented
Louisiana Baptist Convention
President Reggie Bridges with
an award for Louisiana Baptists’
efforts to fight for the unborn.

SEEKING A FULLTIME

YOUTH PASTOR

Fulltime youth pastor, .
great opportunity
leading a large youth
ministry with lotsof ©
potential. Please
send your résumé
to Ed Colvin at
ed@fbcruston.org or
brenda@fbcruston.org
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355 Melton
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years
experience, Family-Owned
and Operated. Variety of fab-
rics available. Work done on-
site. All Work Guaranteed. Call
for estimates: 601.776.6617.
If remodeling your sanctuary,
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

1 x 10 Western Cedar, natu-
rally insect and decay resis-
tant - $1.99 a foot or $1.49 a
foot by the bundle. Call Ace
Hardware at 318.757.8482
for more information.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in Jena,
LA is seeking a full-time worship
pastor. Please email resumes to
nmw387@gmail.com.

Call Advertising Director Rhonda
Havens at 318.449.4351 for as-
sistance in placing your ads in the
Baptist Message.

RUBBER STAMPS
SIGNS — BADGES
SEALS - FLAGS
BRONZE PLAQUES

‘.- 1

cal. 1867

Manufacturers of
MARKING DEVICES

SINCE 1867
4315 Bienville St. — New Orleans

504.525.2128

Petrus

FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER
FARM / LAWN & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

2914 N Bolton Ave,
Alexandria, LA
318.443.5929 / 318.442.2325
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InThe Classifieds

Seeking a full-time

PASTOR

Bistineau Baptist Church
inHeflin, LAis seeking a
full-time pastor. Please mail
résumés to Bistineau Baptist
Church, 195 Bistineau Church

SEEKING PART TIME

STUDENT MINISTER

Belle Park Baptist Church in Haughton,
Louisiana is seeking a part time student
minister. For more information go to

BellePark.org

SEEKING A FULL-TIME

YOUTH MINISTE

Seeking a full-time
youth minister at

Bonita Road Baptist
Church, 7204 Pine Grove
Loop Rd, Bastrop, LA 71220.

SEEKING A FULL-TIME

PASTOR

Calvary Baptist Church
in Natchitoches, LA
seeking full-time pastor;
Aparsonage is available
seminary preferred,
college accepted.

Send send résumés to:
calvary312@gmail.com

LEADER

First Baptist Church
Mansfield, La is seeking a

Doyling, LAis seeking a
bi-vocational pastor.
Mail résumés to Treasurer,

PO Box511, Doyiine, LA fsuall'atr';}g ;Vggrz?ifb'iadef-
71023 or email résumés to Please send résumés to
danny.darden@yahoo.com. churchoffice@firstmansfield.org

j:__@ g m Rd, Heflin, LA 71039 or email Résumés can be emailed to

5. T to amyplunkett66@yahoo.com.| | simple7ministries@yahoo.com
SEEKIN[§ Bl—VtﬁAﬂﬂNAL =| [SEEKING A FULL-TIME w Seckingaful-time DR
First Baptist Church of k PASTOR ¥

First Baptist Ruston, LA
has a position with a
large young adult group,
lots of potential. Please
send inquiries to Brenda \‘
Martin at brenda@fbcruston.org. §

SEEKING BI-VOCATIONAL

PASTOR

Gateway Baptist Church,
Ball, LA seeks a pastor
with the education,
experience, spiritual
gifting, and leadership style
tolead in revitalization.
Email résumé to; Adam Basco
adambascol @gmail.com or call
Adam Basco at 318.446.0971.

Seeking a Bi-Vocational

PASTOR

Macedonia Baptist Church
in Effie, LA is seeking a
bi-vocational pastor. Please
mail your résumé to
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Attn: Randy Littleton,
PO Box 186, Effie, LA 7133
oremailyour résume &
to mbceffie@gmail.com. &

FULL-TIME
PASTOR

New Hope Baptist Church
inChoudrant, LA is
seeking a full-time
pastor. Please send

your résumés to

nhbepsc2023@gmail.com.

FULL TIME

ASTOR

First Baptist Church of Many, LA.,
is looking for a full time Pastor.

Please mail résumés to:
First Baptist Church e P.0. Box 239 @ Many, LA 71449
or email to focmany@yahoo.com

SEEKING EXPERIENCED PART-TIME

%IANIST

rospect Baptist Church

Prospect, La., is seeking an

experienced, part-time pianist.

It is a salaried position.

Send résumé to PIANIST

or request application to
bcshepherd@gmail.com.

NONRA RS

Rocky Springs Baptist Church,
Lisbon is seeking a part-time
youth ministry director.
Email your résumés to
rockysprings1845@gmail.com
For a list of responsibilities, go to
www.rockysprings1845.com

SEEKING A FULL-TIME

PASTOR

Fellowship Baptist Church in Dubach, LA

SEEKING A

PASTOR

FULL-TIME
Paron Baptist Church, Sterlington, La. seeks a full-time
i pastor. Please send résumé by mail to the

 church office Attn: Pastor Search Committee,
4 Paron Baptist Church, 676 LA-2, Sterlington, La.
71280, or by email to paronoffice676@gmail.com.
For more information on Paron Baptist Church please
visit www.paronbc.com.

NEW PROPSECT SEEKS A

CHURCH SECRETARY

New Prospect Baptist Church in the Prospect
Community (Grant Parish) is seeking a church
secretary. Applicants must be proficient in
\ Microsoft Office. Must be willing to learn ACS
(Realm) Church Management Software. Hours are
9 a.m.- 3 p.m., Monday-Friday. Send résumé or
request application to npbcshepherd@gmail.com.

is seeking a full-time pastor. Please

send a cover letter and your résumé to
Fellowship Baptist Church at

résumés@fellowshipbaptistchurchdubach.org

Seeking a full-time or part-time

STUDENT MINISTER

Plain Dealing Baptist Church, Plain Dealing, LA is seeking
a full-time or part-time student minister.

Please send résumés to: Search Committee
Plain Dealing Baptist Church, PO Box 543, Plain Dealing, LA 71064
or email to pdbcla@gmail.com

IXSON BROTHER

FUNERAL HOMES

H S

701 Jackson St. ® Alexandria, LA 71301 ® 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy @ Pineville, LA 71360 ® 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West ® Jena, LA 71342 @ 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. ® Marksville, LA 71351 ® 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

Nt 1907
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EDITOR'S NOTE: The Baptist Message provides
churches an opportunity to share with other Louisi-
ana Baptists an upcoming revival, homecoming, new
pastor, new staff member, a community outreach, or
a concert in Louisiana Notables. To place your event
in the paper, send your information (who, what,
where, when, time) to philip@baptistmessage.com
or call 318.449.4345. Please submit your information
four weeks prior to the event to insure placement in
the Message.

ON THE MOVE

M David, wife Rachel, Rose is the new pastor at Trin-
ity Baptist Church, Lake Charles.

W Jimmy Clark is the new pastor at Singer Baptist
Church, Singer.

B (hristian Vige is the new Music Minister at First
Baptist Church, Baton Rouge.

B Neil Everett has announced his retirement as pas-
tor of First Baptist Church, Calhoun.

B Bob Holloway has announced his retirement from
Watson Baptist Church, West Monroe.

B Alise Wyant, hushand Stan, who is the pastor of
Faith Baptist Church, Bastrop, will be serving as the
ministry assistant for Northeast & Morehouse Baptist
Association starting November 7.

W (aleb, wife Courtney, Adams called to serve as
interim student minister at Trinity Baptist Church,
Lake Charles.

W Brian, wife Jana, Watson is the new worship
leader at First Baptist Church, Lafayette.

REVIVAL

B New Bethlehem Baptist Church, Denham Springs:
Revival, November 26-29. Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pas-
tor: Randall Gill.

B New Beginnings Church, Castor: Revival, Novem-
ber 26-29, Evangelist: Worship: Broken Vessels. Pas-
tor: David Bolyer

B Antioch Baptist Church, Farmerville: Revival, De-
cember 3. Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Rubin Weaver.
B Trinity Baptist Church, Natchitoches: One-Day Re-
vival, December 3, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Evangelist;
Michael Courtney. Pastor: Logan Brock

LAGNIAPPE

B t. Paran Baptist Church, Shongaloo: Mark Lanier
in concert, November 26, 6 p.m. Pastor: Edgar Bryan.
B Trinity Baptist Church, Lake Charles: Bring in the
Season with Lake Charles native Rory Partin and his
big band, November 28, 6 p.m. This s a casual dinner
theater type of environment with Partin and his All
Star Big Band. The even is open to the community.
For more information contact rellis@tblc.org or by
calling the church office at 337.480.1555. Pastor:
David Rose.

B First Baptist Church, Bossier City: Phil Wickham
with Tasha Layton — Behold Christmas Nights,
December 2, 7 p.m. Cost: https://wwuw.ticketweb.
com/event/phil-wickham-behold-christmas-tour-
first-bossier-tickets/136268987pl=transparentpro
d&REFID=fhevent&fhclid=IwAR2IXjAtPXBD6ksew-
Qr2hrI54FhZc-25mlbPp_idegjémAo2e32kqujEEk
Pastor: Brad Jurkovic.

B Pineville Park Baptist Church, Pineville: Christmas
Extravaganza Vendor Market, December 2, 9a.m -3
p.m. Pastor: Jeremy Shepherd.

W Highland Baptist Church, New Iberia: A Night in
Bethlehem, December 2, 5-8 p.m. There will be a
live nativity, Christmas Caroling, Crafts & activities,
photo ops, hot cocoa, train ride, petting zoo, treats
and much more. Pastor: David Denton.

M First Baptist Church, Bossier City: Phil Wickham -
Behold Christmas Nights with Tasha Layton, Decem-
ber 2, 7 p.m. Pastor: Brad Jurkovich.

B Columbia Heights Baptist Church, Columbia: Mark
Lanierin concert, December 3, 6 p.m. Pastor: Warren
Maxwell.

W First Baptist Church, Pineville: Kick off the Christ-
mas season December 3, 6 p.m. For Glory, a special
music celebration of the New Born King. Pastor:
Stewart Holloway.

W First Baptist Church, Minden: The Sounds of
(hristmas -- An instrumental Christmas, December
3,6 p.m. Pastor: Leland Crawford.

B Mangham Baptist Church, Mangham: Watoto
Concert December 6 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor: Rick Ault-
man.

B North Monroe Baptist Church, Monroe: Senior
Adult Christmas Banquet, Dec. 7, 6 p.m. Speaker:
Dennis Swanberg in concert. Pastor: Bill Dye.

M First Baptist Church, Zachary: Mark Lanier in con-
cert, December 7, 11a.m. Pastor: Eddie Wren.

B Renewed Women's Fall Retreat, Camp Bethany,
Dec. 8-9, December 8, 6 — 9 Dec 4:00am Guest
Speaker: Becky Kiser and Shelby McNeal. Expect
a wonderful time of spiritual growth and com-
munity with other ladies from FBC Haughton.
Click here to register.: https://renewed-women-s-
retreat-2023-first-baptist-church-haughton. push-
payevents.com/booking/attendees/new

Cost: $75 (with a women's T-Shirt) and $85 without a
women's T-Shirt. Pastor: Gevan Spinney.

W Summerfield Baptist Church, Summerfield: Join
us at Summerfield Baptist Church on December 8th
and 9th from 6-7 PM for a truly magical experience!
Qur live drive-thru nativity is back, bigger, and bet-
ter than ever. Witness the timeless story of the birth
of Jesus with real people, real animals, and an en-
chanting display of lights that will illuminate your
evening. This year, we're excited to introduce more
scenes and even more dazzling lights, making this
event a must-see for the entire family. Don't miss this
opportunity to celebrate the spirit of Christmas in a
unique and unforgettable way. Pastor: Rony Vinson.

SEEKING A PART-TIME

WORSHIP MINISTER

First Baptist Church of Mandeville, La is seeking a part-time
Minister of Worship. FBC Mandeville is a growing church with
agreat worship team and tech team. Mandeville sits on the

beautiful Northshore of Lake Pontchartrain and is 50 minutes
away from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary.

You can learn more about us at www.tbcmandeville.org

This position requires 1.5 days per week in the office,

weekly worship team rehearsals, two worship services

on Sunday mornings, and occasional special events.
Comeyjoinathriving church andagerificstafil

Oak Grove Baptist Church, Bentley: Christmas Craft
Fair, December 8, 5 p.m. Join us for our annual Christ-
mas craft fair. The kids can come and make some
beautiful Christmas crafts while listening to Christ-
mas music. We'll have hot chocolate and cookies
to decorate. Then they will hear a brief story about
Jesus and his birth and win a prize. Pastor: Michael
Vanasselberg.

B Bethlehem in the Park — A Night in Bethlehem,
December 8-9, 6-8 p.m. Cost: 5 per car. Come stroll
through the streets of Bethlehem and see the many
shops that give a welcome to excited travelers. Watch
the making of potter. Come visit the nativity, and let
your heart and mind reflect upon the Son of God, the
one in which the scripture says, “For unto us a child
is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government
shall be upon his should and his name shall be call
wonders, Counsellor, the might God, the Everlasting
Father, the Prince of Peace. This will be held at Jim-
mie Davis State Park, Chatham.

B First Baptist Church, Covington: Christmas Togeth-
er— A Christmas Worship Celebration, December 8-9,
7 p.m. December 8; December 9, 2 & 6 p.m. Come
join us for this free event as we celebrate a special
time of worship. Pastor: Waylon Bailey.

M First Baptist Church, Minden: We Have A Savior—
Christmas Concert (featuring First Minden’s Choir
and Orchestra, December 9-10, Saturday, 6 p.m.
and Sunday, 10:45 a.m. For more information call
318.377.4334. Pastor: Leland Crawford

B First Baptist Church, Mandeville: A Mandeville
(hristmas - Live Nativity, December 9-10, 6-8 p.m.
Pastor: Ronny Cooksy.

M First Baptist Church, Bemice: Mark Lanier in con-
cert, December 10, 11a.m. Pastor: Michael McIntosh.
B First Baptist Church, Lecompte: Christmas in the
Country, December 10, 4-8 p.m. There will be food,
crafts, hot chocolate, games, live music, jumpers,
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Living Nativity, carriage rides. Pastor: Stewart Hol-
loway.

B Beulah Baptist and Union Springs Baptist: “Glori-
ous Impossible” Christmas Cantata, December 10, 6
p.m. being held by the combined choirs of Beulah
Baptist Church and Union Springs Baptist Church in
Sabine Parish. The Cantata will be held at Beulah
Baptist Church, 3417 Hwy 481, Mansfield in the Lula
Community. Refreshments will be served after the
(antata.

W Wilda Baptist Church, Boyce: Mark Lanier in Con-
cert, December 10, 6 p.m. Pastor: Joey Rudisill

W Watson Baptist Church, Watson: Christmas Night
of Worship, December 16, 7 p.m. Featured artists:
Andrew Belmore, Madison Hope, Quint Adkins. This
is a free event. Pastor: John Pemberton.

W Alto Baptist Church, Alto: The Alto Baptist Church
Choir will present the Christmas musical, “Noel! Born
Is the King,” Sunday, December 17, 10:30 AM. Music

minister Jay Ellerman. Pastor: Alan Miller.

M (oteau Baptist Church, Houma: Mark Lanier in
concert, December 17,9 a.m. Pastor: Wayne Hunt.
WTrinity Baptist Church, Natchitoches: A Promise
Kept — The Blessing of Christmas, December 17, 6
p.m. Adult Choir Presentation in the TBC Sanctuary.
Pastor: Logan Brock.

MRiverview Baptist Church, Alexandria: Christmas
(antata — Star of Wonder, December 17, 10:15 a.m.
Music minister: Mike Boone. Pastor: David Newton
B Lighthouse Baptist Church, Folsum: Greg Sullivan
Ministries in concert, December 17, 11a.m.

W Social Springs Baptist Church, Ringgold: Mark
Lanierin concert, December 17, 6 p.m. Pastor: James
Hester.

WBistineau Baptist Church, Heflin: Mark Lanier in con-
cert, December 31, 11a.m. Pastor: Richard Methvin.
MEast Jena Baptist Church, Jena: Mark Lanier in
concert, December 31, 6 p.m. Pastor: Mike Wilkinson.
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The BCM at LSU will be going on a Mexico Mission Trip from December
10-16 of this year. We will be working in seven different schools at the
same time each morning and eight different Bible Clubs each afternoon.
We are in need of more puppets for the shows we present. If your

church has puppets that you are no longer using we would ask you

to consider donating them to our ministry. Contact Steve Masters at
Isubcm@eatel.net or 225-964-0830 if you would like to do so.

|

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse

| is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t" in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. |
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d." Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All

| numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

IDH BNO IDXOEZ ANFPN MOUB DLB BNOFT GFTZB |

| 0ZBIBO, QKB EOGB BNOFT LAD NIQFBIBFLD, NO NIBN |

| TOZOTSOH FD OSOTEIZBFDX PNIFDZ KDHOT HITMDOZZ |

KDBL BNO WKHXOVODB LG BNO XTOIB HIR.

WKDO ZFY |

Answer to October 26, Scripture Crypto: |
Haggi one: eight
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LOUISIANANEWS

SENIOR
ADULT
LUNCHEON

@ ECON

EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

Join us for lunch and fellowship PRIOR to afternoon worship with:

Charles Tim
BILLINGSLEY LOVELACE
Worship Comedy

JAN. 23, 2024

TEMPLE BAPTIST | RUSTON

To Register: LouisianaBaptists.org/SAL

For additional information, contact:
Jeff Ingram, Adult Ministry & Church Administration Strategist at 318.448.3402
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