
gelism.
Referencing Acts 8, Horn ex-

plained that in a culture of evange-
lism:
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Share Christ with the world
RUSTON, La. (LBM) – Louisi-

ana Baptists were encouraged to 
embrace an evangelistic mindset in 
at home and abroad during ECON 
2024, held in the facilities of Tem-
ple Baptist Church, Ruston, Jan. 
22-23.

ECON featured Louisiana Bap-
tist pastors, seminary professors, 
a representative from the Interna-
tional Mission Board, a comedian 
and other evangelism associates 
from across North America. 

The event also included times of 
worship led by the Temple Bap-
tist praise and worship team and 
Charles Billingsley, an award-win-
ning Christian contemporary artist, 
as well as breakout sessions.

GEORGE LEE

George Lee IV, minister of com-
munity engagement at Temple Bap-
tist, reminded Louisiana Baptists to 
develop a heart of service and win 
others to Jesus.

“How badly do we want to win 
as a body of believers?” said Lee, 
drawing from 1 Corinthians 9:19-
23. “A win is seeing somebody who 
has a one-way ticket to hell being 
redeemed and reconciled to the 
Father by the power of the Gospel.”

He reminded Louisiana Baptists 
that they cannot win those they do 
not serve, they cannot serve every-
one the same way and they cannot 
serve God without serving people.

“Every day you wake up you are 
on a mission trip,” he said. “Your 
mindset ought to be how can I con-
textualize the Gospel to win some-
body. Lord, who are you calling me 
to reach?”

SBC CP down, designated giving up for month, year

NASHVILLE, Tenn. 
(LBM) – The South-
ern Baptist Convention 
Executive Committee 
released the December 

2023 financial summary 
on Jan. 9, 2024, report-
ing that monthly gifts to 
SBC causes through the 
Cooperative Program were 
down 2.52 percent, while 
designated gifts were up 

5.38 percent, when com-
pared to December 2022.

Year-to-date giving 
through both funding 
channels showed similar 
trends:

ECON 2024:

Louisiana Baptist Evangelism/Church Growth Team Director Keith Manuel challenged the 
crowd at ECON to go out into the world and share the Gospel.

STEVE HORN

Steve Horn, Louisiana Baptist 
executive director, encouraged the 
crowd to embrace a culture of evan-

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) – 
The first meeting of the Church 
Insurance Advisory committee, 
Jan. 11, resulted in an agreement to 
develop a communication plan to 
urge congregations to participate 
in the data collection phase of the 
effort to establish a church self-
insurance program in Louisiana.

“Pastors need to know that 
submitting the information is as 
easy as calling their insurance 
agents and asking them to send a 
copy of their present policy and a 
five-year history of claims,” said 
Kyle Acklin, Monroe-area presi-
dent with Arthur J. Gallagher & 
Co., an insurance, risk manage-
ment and consulting firm.

The documents may be mailed 
directly to:
Louisiana Churches 
Self-Insurance Trust
2003 Tower Drive
Monroe, LA 71201

 Alternatively, the forms may 
be sent via FAX, (318) 322-3172.

 The participants in the inau-
gural meeting included pastors, 
attorneys and others with a wide 
perspective on the insurance crisis 
that has plagued churches after 
the state was pummeled in 2020-
2021 by Hurricanes Laura, Delta, 
Zeta and Ida. 

BACKGROUND
 
In 2023 congregations began 

to receive nonrenewal notices or 
to see exorbitant premium hikes 

Advisory panel 
urges churches 
to submit their
insurance profiles
By Will Hall
Message executive editor
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from the three largest 
insurers of faith-based 
organizations in the state 
(Church Mutual, Brother-
hood Mutual and Guide-
One). In response, the 
Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion launched a successful 
effort with the state legis-
lature to establish a church 
self-insurance trust that is 
open to congregations of 
all faith traditions. 

 Former state Sen. Rob-
ert Mills, with co-sponsor 
Sen. Katrina Jackson, 

championed Senate Bill 
147, which was signed into 
law as Act 259, that autho-
rizes churches and other 
faith-based organizations 
to form a self-insurance 
cooperative. There are no 
doctrinal components to 
the program and churches 
will not be tied to each 
other religiously. Each will 
be an individual member 
of the self-insurance trust, 
like a customer of any 
insurance company.

 
LOOKING FORWARD

 
Louisiana Baptist 

Executive Director Steve 
Horn said the self-insur-
ance trust offers hope for 
churches to obtain cov-
erage, secure complete 

protection of property and 
the likelihood of reduced 
premiums.

 “Many of the churches 
in Louisiana face the real 
threat of not being able to 
build back when, not if, 
the next hurricane comes,” 
Horn told the Baptist Mes-
sage. “I’m not willing to sit 
back and let that occur. So, 
we are at work to create a 
viable alternative to tradi-
tional insurance that will 
remove this threat to shar-
ing the Gospel in our state.

“Please make sure your 
congregation submits your 
insurance data to help us 
craft a risk profile for the 
state and move forward 
in launching this critical 
assistance to churches,” he 
added.
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RUSTON, La. (LBM) 
– Pastors must deal with 
personal pain so they will 
not move to the point of 
disconnection, Northeast 
and Morehouse Baptist 
Associational Missions 
Strategist Steven Kelly 
said during a time of tes-
timony for the 2024 Loui-
siana Baptist Evangelism 
Conference, Jan. 23.

Kelly shared about 
how God helped him 
through the pain of deal-
ing with the Aug. 21, 
2018, death of his new-
born grandson, Elijah 
Kelly.

Elijah weighed four 
pounds, 13 ounces when 
he was born, June 6, 
2018. Two days later, the 
doctors diagnosed him 
with hypoplastic left 

Kelly: Pastors must deal with personal pain
heart syndrome, a rare 
condition that left the 
newborn with only three 
of four chambers of his 
heart working properly.

In the ensuing 
months, the baby en-
dured open-heart sur-
gery, brain bleeding, 
kidney dialysis and 
countless injections at 
Children’s Hospital in 
New Orleans.

On the day Elijah died, 
Kelly was attending a 
conference. He received 
a call that he needed to 
come to the hospital and 
arrived in time to spend 
four hours with family 
members in Elijah’s room 
before he passed.

Kelly said he did not 
become angry with God, 
but that he did have to 
deal with great pain -- a 
pain that he has minis-
tered to many times in 

others as a pastor.
“We talk about leaving 

sin, reaching people for 
Jesus and reaching the 
next generation, but lots 
of times in churches we 
don’t talk about people’s 
pain,” he said. “We’ve got 
churches full of people 
that love Jesus but many 
of them are disappointed 
in Jesus. Many of them 
are discouraged in Jesus 
because they were not 
able to get over pain.

“What does the pas-
tor do when the miracle 
doesn’t last?” he contin-
ued. “Jesus is still Lord 
when the miracle doesn’t 
last. The Gospel is still 
the Gospel when the 
miracle doesn’t last. The 
calling is still the calling 
when the miracle doesn’t 
last. When you’re disap-
pointed, God is still on 
the throne.”

Steven Kelly, associational missions strategist for Northeast and More-
house Baptist associations, shared about how God helped him through 
the pain of dealing with the loss of his newborn grandson, Elijah Kelly, 
in 2018.
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Billingsley talks medical battles, 
safeguarding his Christian character

RUSTON, La. (LBM) 
– Charles Billingsley has 
faced several medical 
battles, but with each trial 
he remained focused on 
praising God who eventu-
ally gave him victory, he 
shared with the Baptist 
Message in an exclusive 
interview, Jan. 23.

In 2007, Billingsley 
nearly lost his voice after 
a blood vessel burst on his 
vocal cords, leaving him 
with a polyp and unable 
to sing for several months. 
Then, in 2020, he spent 
Easter quarantined with 
COVID. Through those 
times, Billingsley said he 
rediscovered God’s gift of 
worship.

“I remember I went 
up into the Blue Ridge 
Mountains (in 2007) and 
sat at a picnic table when 
I was reading a book by 
my friend David Jeremiah 

called ‘A Bend in the Road,’ 
and I couldn’t make any 
noise,” he said while at 
the 2024 Louisiana Baptist 
Evangelism Conference. 

“But it’s crazy because 
in the midst of all that 
reading I was just crying 
out to God asking Him to 
heal my voice that I would 
be able to sing again. And 
in the middle of reading 
-- while I was out in the 
middle of the woods -- this 
big old huge maple leaf 
just came and landed right 
smack dab in the middle 
of my Bible, right as I was 
crying out to the Lord. 
And I just felt like the Lord 
was basically using that 
little falling leaf to remind 
me that He’s ever present, 
He’s ever sure, that He was 
going to heal my voice, and 
that I would have a new 
season of power and wor-
ship more than ever. And 
sure enough, it happened.

 “And then several years 
later I ended up in the 
hospital with COVID and 
once again the Lord just 
kind of renewed my heart 
and spirit on this whole 
gift of worship because my 
voice was fine this time,” 
he said. “But this time, I 

couldn’t get the air in my 
lungs. And once again 
God just showed me how 
dependent I am on Him 
for everything, even the 
smallest thing in our lives, 
like taking a breath of air. 
And it reminded me again 
of how Jesus is so right 
when he says, apart from 
me, you can do nothing.

“In COVID, not only 
did he finally heal my 
body but what he healed 
first was my spirit and my 
soul,” he continued. “And 
once again I had to learn 
how to worship the Lord 
all over again. You don’t 
learn how to worship the 
Lord from a mountaintop. 
You always learn how to 
worship the Lord from the 
depths of the valley.”

BLESSED CAREER

According to his web-
site, charlesbillinsgley.com, 
Billingsley has become one 
of Christian music’s most 
distinctive artists for the 
last 30 years. His career 
has included time as a lead 
vocalist for Grammy-nom-
inated group NewSong, 

Award-winning Christian contemporary artist Charles Billingsley encour-
aged the crowd with numerous songs and shared some of his life story 
during ECON 2024.
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DUPONT, La. (LBM) – 
Kenneth Austin saw the 
‘Master Builder’ breathe 
life into First Baptist 
Church, Dupont, when 
he was pastor from 1998-
2004, and God recently 
called him to help rebuild 
the church.

“Anytime you return 
to a church you have 
been a part of and been 
successful, it’s a special 
feeling,” Austin told the 
Baptist Message. “I’ve 
never built the church 
on my own. People say 
‘God’s a church builder’ 
and I’ve been blessed to 
see Him build First Bap-
tist Dupont, and I believe 
He can do it again.”

Austin, who also 
worked for more than 
30 years in power plant 
maintenance and several 

BI-VO WINNER: Austin thankful to return to ‘where it all began’
years as a nurse, recently 
was named a 2023 Loui-
siana Baptist Convention 
Exemplary Bi-vocational 
Pastor of the Year for his 
dedication to ministry. 

A native of Dupont, 
Austin was 11 years old 
when he surrendered his 
heart to Christ during 
a service at Winbourne 
Avenue Baptist Church, 
Baton Rouge. 

Nineteen years later, 
Austin preached his first 
message to FBC Dupont 
-- with just four people in 
attendance. 

By the time he left six 
years later, attendance 
had grown to 47 through 
the simple but yet effec-
tive method of members 
extending a personal 
invitation to attend wor-
ship.

Later, he served as pas-
tor at Bayou Plaquemine 

Kenneth Austin (third from left) recently was named a 2023 Louisiana Baptist Convention Exemplary Bi-voca-
tional Pastor of the Year for his dedication to ministry. Also photographed are Louisiana Baptist Associational 
Missions Strategist Director William Housley, his wife, Denise, and Austin’s wife, Roberta.
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appearing at more than 
3,200 concerts, recording 
24 songs as a solo artist 
and landing seven No. 1 
inspirational radio hits.

Billingsley said he never 
dreamed he would have 
such a fulfilling career 
that began off a dare from 
his friends to sing in high 

school. 
“I honestly wake up 

every day still shocked and 
surprised that this is what 
I get to do for a living,” he 
said. “It’s funny because 
even the very first time I 
sang that first solo in front 
of all my peers something 
felt very natural about it. 

And so, it’s just been what 
I’ve done.

“But over the years, 
you don’t really get tired 
of the work, but you do 
get tired in the work. And 
sometimes you can have 
discouraging nights or 
be a part of a conference 
or something that didn’t 
go like you hoped and all 
that. But honestly, I enjoy 
every second of it, I enjoy 
every note that I get to 

sing. And I’m very grateful, 
specifically for the South-
ern Baptist Convention, 
because it is truly these 
Baptist churches that have 
been so incredibly faithful 
to me, that it has given me 
longevity in my career, and 
I’m very grateful.”

GUARDING HIS
 CHRISTAIN WITNESS

When he is on the road, 
Billingsley has instituted 
safeguards to battle temp-
tations. 

“There’s a boundary in 
my life that is an imagi-
nary line around my life 
that I just keep, and I don’t 
allow myself to go outside 
those boundaries,” he said. 
“Once it’s a principle in 
your life, and you get used 
to abiding by those prin-
ciples, and you really begin 
to consider the cost and 
the price that you pay per-
sonally if you do go outside 
of those boundaries, then 
you have to ask yourself is 
it really worth that if I do 
this?

“I’ve had all kinds of 
opportunities to mess up, 

but thankfully, the Lord’s 
kept me from it,” he con-
tinued. “But I think the 
main thing is you have to 
keep those guardrails up 
especially in two differ-
ent situations. First of all, 
when you’ve had a great 
victory, like after we have 
a huge night or a big con-
ference. That’s when you 
tend to throw down your 
guard and when Satan is 
likely to attack. Also, when 
you’re heavily fatigued or 
tired, these are also mo-
ments when Satan is on 
his attack. So, I have to be 
very careful in those two 
instances every time I’m 
on the road to make sure 
that my guard is up, and 
that I am well defended 
and protected in those mo-
ments.”

BALANCING LIFE 
ON ROAD, FAMILY TIME

When his two sons 
were younger, Billingsley 
was on the road up to 230 
nights a year and nearly 
lost his family. But Billing-
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— From Oct. 1, 2023, 
through Dec. 31, 2023, to-
tal SBC CP contributions 
were 1.41 percent lower 
compared to the same 
quarter for the previous 
fiscal year.

— Meanwhile, com-
bined designated giving 
was 4.16 percent higher 
for the same months, 
with the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering up 1.82 
percent, and the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offer-
ing 10.83 percent higher, 
respectively.

LBC Giving

The national report 
showed monthly giving 
by Louisiana Baptists to 
SBC causes in December 
was down 16.20 percent 
through CP and up 19.58 
percent for special offer-
ings.

Cumulatively for the 
quarter, Louisiana Baptists’ 
Fiscal Year 2024 contribu-
tions were lower by 11.80 
percent through the CP 
and off 0.59 percent via 
designated giving.

Baptist Church (2004-
2016), First Baptist 
Church, Simmesport 
(2016-2018) and the 
Church at Marksville 
(2018-2022), before 
“unretiring” and return-
ing to FBC Dupont in 
September 2023. Austin 
hopes to once again 

see the church, which 
averages 15 in worship, 
revitalized again.

“I had retired but 
said I will give it a shot, 
again,” he said. “Just like 
the first time when I 
was pastor, I believe God 
can grow this church 
again and He did that 

with reaching out to 
people one at a time. 

I think that the im-
portance of ministry 
is the fact that when 
people know that you 
care, that’s very impor-
tant to your outreach. 
Word gets around that 
this guy really does love 
people and cares about 
his church, and they are 
then inclined to come.”

Louisiana Baptist 
Associational Missions 
Strategist William 

Housley said Austin has 
been a faithful servant 
and model for other pas-
tors.

“The greatest attri-
butes of his character 
are his unwavering faith 
and his ability to stand 
up for the Kingdom,” he 
said. “Kenneth is loved 
and respected by the fel-
lowships he has served. 
His recognition for out-
standing bi-vocational 
pastor is a result of a life 
well lived.”
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Bus Sales
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Church Bus 

Buyers: 
1. Which Bus Company has  
 sold more buses and vans  
 to churches than any other 
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Doesn’t that 
make it easy to 
know who to 
work with?

Immediate Job Openings
SOCIAL WORKERS Needed in 
Shreveport and Baton Rouge: 
Full-time positions include salary, benefits, and paid vacation. LMSW licensure 
required, A minimum of two years’ experience in child welfare or related field pre-
ferred. Must demonstrate proficient speaking and writing skills. Must be able to work 
independently. Some travel required.  
Please send resume to Susan Nolan at snolan@lbch.org or LBCH, PO 
Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211. 

CHRISTIAN COUNSELOR Needed in 
Baton Rouge: 
Granberry Counseling Centers is looking for a full-time Christian counselor in 
Baton Rouge. Must be fully or provisionally licensed as LPC, LMFT or LCSW. Two years 
post licensure experience is preferred in private practice settings.
Please send resume to: kathy@lbch.org or Granberry Counseling 
Centers, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

LOUISIANA BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME

www.lbch.org

-- every believer is going 
to be considered a witness; 

-- it will be believed ev-
erybody can be saved;

-- the Holy Spirit always 

is at work;
-- every Scripture points 

to Jesus;
-- every decision is pro-

gressing towards discipleship;

-- every decision is cele-
brated but the church cannot 
settle on reaching just that 
one person; and

-- the community must be 
saturated with the Gospel.

“When there is a culture 
of evangelism, we are go-

ing to believe that God is at 
work,” he said. “We are going 
to believe God is always at 
work in ways we do not see, 
in ways we cannot see. But in 
those moments, we have to 
believe by faith that God is at 
work.”

Horn said for a culture of 
evangelism to become real-
ity, Louisiana Baptists must 
talk about how to develop 
it, must talk to God about it 
through prayer and must talk 
to those who need evange-
lized.

He emphasized that of 
the 4.6 million people living 
in Louisiana, 70 percent are 
without a relationship with 
Jesus.

“Louisiana Baptists, there 
may be different methodolo-
gies, there may be different 
options to rescue those who 
are dying and going to hell,” 
he said. “One of the options 
can’t be ‘Let’s just let them go 
to Hell.’ Let’s spend the rest 
of our days going after, first 
of all, Louisiana, then our na-
tion and the world.”

JAMES PRITCHARD

James Pritchard, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Lafay-
ette, pleaded with the crowd 
to have a passion for evan-
gelism. Drawing from Psalm 
126:5-6, Pritchard said that 
evangelism is both hard work 
coupled with entrusting that 
work to Christ with weeping. 

Pritchard shared that the 
time of greatest growth in 
the Southern Baptist Con-
vention had a direct correla-
tion to a focus on evangelism.

“We have few evangelists 
today,” he said. “We have few 
revivals today. We have few 
visitation programs today. 
And we wonder why we have 
few baptisms today. Frankly, 
it’s because we are not get-
ting to work.”

Pritchard argued that Je-
sus had a hot heart for souls 
and if we ae walking with 
Jesus, our hearts would be 
hot as well.“Jesus said, ‘Fol-
low me and I will make you 
fishers of men,’” he said. “If 
we are not fishing for men, 
can we honestly say we are 
following Christ?”

JEFF GINN

Jeff Ginn, vice presi-
dent of mobilization at 
the International Mission 
Board and former pastor of 
Istrouma Baptist Church, 
Baton Rouge, encouraged the 
crowd to “go and tell” others 
about Christ.

Summarizing 2 Kings 7, 

Ginn said four lepers went 
from being miserable with-
out hope to missionaries.

He asked the crowd three 
questions to consider about 
sharing the Gospel: Why sit 
here until we die? Why sit 
here while they die? Why sit 
here since He died?

“Not everyone is going to 
respond to our witness,” he 
said. “If we will be faithful, 
there will be fruit on other 
occasions.”

PRESTON NIX

Southern Baptists need 
to return to being a soul-
winning denomination, said 
Preston Nix, professor of 
evangelism and evangelistic 
preaching and director of the 
Leavell Center for Evange-
lism and Church Health for 
New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.

“We are called to be fish-
ers of men,” Nix said. “So, 
we need to get out and fish.”

Basing his message on 
John 1:40-42, Nix told the 
crowd they need to be 
intentional about sharing 
their faith; they must con-
nect with people; communi-
cate the Gospel; and call for 
response.

He said the biggest strug-
gle for sharing the Gospel is 
overcoming fear of sharing 
the Gospel, yet that can be 
overcome.

“Boldness in evangelism is 
going one step beyond your 
comfort level to share what 
you need to share about 
Jesus,” he said.

He closed his message 
with a three-fold challenge: 
be a more faithful, consis-
tent, verbal, bold witness; 
help lead your church to be 
more faithful and consistent 
in sharing the Gospel; and 
do whatever it takes to get 
people to Jesus.

DEAN REGISTER

Dean Register, found-
ing pastor of Crosspoint 
Community Church, Hat-
tiesburg, Mississippi, told 
the crowd that God wants 
to refine them so He can 
develop His character in 
them.

Sharing from 1 Kings 18, 
Register said all the biblical 
heroes such as Elijah had 
their own flaws. He then 
asked the audience: What 
struggles drive them to a 
cave of retreat? What truth 
can they learn in the cave? 
What fresh focus can they 
take from the cave?
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Immediate Job Openings
LOUISIANA BAPTIST CHILDREN’S HOME

www.lbch.org

COTTAGE PARENTS: 
Husband and wife teams are needed in Monroe. Full-time positions include salary, 
benefits, paid vacation, and training. Basic job description is to provide love, care, and 
hope in Christ for children in need. Applicants should not have children living at home 
under the age of 18. Applicants must have a sense of call and commitment to a ministry 
of service to children and be active members of a local Southern Baptist church. 
Part-time positions are also available. 
Please send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@lbch.org or LBCH, 
PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

COTTAGE MANAGERS: 
Part-Time Positions Available: Christian women needed in Monroe to serve in Home-
Place, a transitional living ministry for homeless children and their mothers. Must have 
a sense of call and commitment to a ministry of service to children and families.  
Please send resume to: Jonann Byargeon at jonann@lbch.org or 
LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211. 

“God takes you through a 
refining process and it hurts,” 
he said. “And we know that 
the person who would walk 
close to God will always be 
refined exquisitely by God. 
God keeps the furnace of 
sanctification to a degree that 
will remove all the contami-
nants and He never lowers 
the heat until He sees the 
reflection of Himself in that.”

He encouraged them not 
to let their own flaws keep 
them for persevering and 
sharing the Gospel.

“If we quit, we will never 
evangelize the state of Loui-
siana,” he said. “That’s why 
it’s so important for us to 
persevere.”

THOMAS HAMMOND

Thomas Hammond, exec-
utive director of the Georgia 
Baptist Mission Board, urged 
the crowd to do like Peter in 
Acts 3:1-12 and see the need, 
get involved and step out in 
faith.

Hammond said Peter had 
walked by a lame beggar 
multiple times, but on one 
particular day he was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and 
noticed the man. In that mo-
ment, Peter healed him.

“Peter is not only seeing 

his world differently, but he 
is seeing himself differently,” 
he said. “The Holy Spirit said 
stop and Peter couldn’t move.

“Have you ever had that 
moment where you are 
somewhere doing something, 
minding your own business, 
and the Holy Spirit said, 
‘Speak to that person’? The 
Lord says, ‘Right now.’ In 
that moment, the Holy Spirit 
will give you the words to 
say.”

JOHN AVANT

John Avant, president 
of Life Action Ministries 
and former vice president 
of evangelism and spiritual 
awakening with the North 
American Mission Board, 
preached the final message of 
the conference, proclaiming 
that Christ followers must 
get desperate for God.

Then, a great revival could 
very well follow, Avant said.

“What’s it going to take 
in our lives to get desperate 
enough to just come back to 
the simplicity of the Gospel?” 
he asked the crowd.

Sharing Jeremiah 29:4-7 
and 1 Peter 2:9, Avant said 
this can occur when Christ 
followers seek peace; create 
beautiful things for people 

to see who rarely see it; 
proclaim Good News; and 
pursue holiness.

“Louisiana Baptists, it's 
time for the great adventure 
of sharing the Good News of 
Jesus,” he said. “It's time for 
the great adventure that will 
allow us to beautify our own 
Babylon and renovate our 
own road. Nothing is stop-
ping us. No one can hold us 

back. If we will simply say, 
‘Yes Jesus. Yes Jesus. Yes Je-
sus. It's time for an adventure 
with you.’”

SENIOR ADULT LUNCHEON

About 375 people gath-
ered for the Senior Adult 
Luncheon just before the 
Tuesday afternoon ses-
sion, which featured special 

music by Billingsley and Tim 
Lovelace.

Lovelace also invoked 
comedy and a few encourag-
ing words.

Sharing Exodus 14:15-16, 
Lovelace challenged the se-
nior adults to move forward 
despite setbacks they may 
face.
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701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
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11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

Children’s Ministry Director

Houston River Baptist Church

Send a cover letter and résumé to
hrbcchildrensearch@gmail.com

Visit houstonriver.org for church info.

DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355  Melton 
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years 
experience, Family-Owned 
and Operated. Variety of fab-
rics available. Work done on-
site. All Work Guaranteed. Call 
for estimates: 601.776.6617. 
If remodeling your sanctuary, 
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews! 

1x6 t&g western wood, $.69 
lft/$.59 by the bundle.  1x10 
western cedar $1.99 lft/$1.59 
by the bundle.  Waterproof 
worry proof spc flooring 
starting @ $1.59 sqft. Call Ace 
Hardware at 318.757.8482 
for more information.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in 
Jena, LA is seeking a full-time 
worship pastor.  Please email 
resumes to nmw387@gmail.
com.

Call Advertising Director Rhon-
da Havens at 318.449.4351 to 
place your ads.
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Answer to January 18, Scripture Crypto:
Hosea Eleven: Six

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 
D = L; O = E

IEG RO LRIDD WDIEC CRO CIVOPEIHDOL TN RML  

WIDIHO VOCBOOE CRO LOIL ME CRO UDTPMTKL RTDA

QTKECIME; AOC RO LRIDD HTQO CT RML OEG, IEG ETEO 

LRIDD RODW RMQ.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Baptist Message 
provides churches an opportunity to share 
with other Louisiana Baptists an upcoming 
revival, homecoming, new pastor, new staff 
member, a community outreach, or a concert 
in Louisiana Notables. To place your event 
in the paper, send your information (who, 
what, where, when, time) to philip@bap-
tistmessage.com or call 318.449.4345. 
Please submit your information four weeks 
prior to the event to insure placement in the 
Message.

ON THE MOVE

nCaleb Adams is serving as full-time 
interim student minister at Trinity Baptist 
Church in Lake Charles.

HOMECOMING/ANNIVERSARY

nWestside Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Bogalusa: 75th Anniversary, February 25, 
10:30 a.m. Dinner on the grounds follow-
ing the worship service. Guest Speaker: 
Perry Hancock, former pastor and Presi-
dent and CEO of Louisiana Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home & Family Ministries in Mon-
roe. Music: Westside Worship team. Pastor: 
Marcus Rosa.

REVIVAL
 
nAlabama Baptist Church, Arcadia: Re-
vival, January 28-31; Thursday-Saturday 
noon and night service, 6:30 p.m. with 
meal beginning at 5:45 p.m. Sunday, 10:40 
a.m. and 6:30 p.m. Worship: Mackey and 
Gail Willis. Pastor: Roland Hebert.
nFort Necessity Baptist Church, Columbia: 
Revival, January 28 – February 2. Evange-
list: Sam Moore. Pastor: John Bradley
nFirst Baptist Church, Morgan City:  Reviv-
al. February 4-7. Evangelist: Sam Moore. 
Pastor Tracey Smith.
nCalvary Baptist Church, Merryville: Re-
vival, February 4-7, 6:30 p.m. nightly. 
Evangelist: Sonny Simpson. Pastor: Jim 

Miers. 
nOpen Door Baptist Church, Ragley: 
Revival, February 22-23, Evangelist: Bill 
Britt. Pastor: Sonny Simpson.
nFirst Baptist Church, Haughton: Harvest 
Sunday, February 25. Evangelist: Bill 
Britt. Pastor: Gevan Spinney.

LAGNIAPPE

nJena Community Center Jena: Man Up, 
February 2, 6:30 p.m. Everyone is invited to 
attend this year’s event will be held in the 
Jena Community Center. Man Up is spon-
sored by the LaSalle Baptist Association. 
Guest Speaker: Rubin Weaver, pastor of 
Antioch Baptist Church in Farmerville.
nNew Hope Baptist church, Jennings: 
Southern Plainsmen in Concert, Febru-
ary 3, 6 p.m. Pastor: Eric Crochet.
nHarmony Baptist Church, Bastrop: The 
Sanctuary Quartet in concert, February 
4, 10:30 a.m. Pastor: Russell Caldwell.
nFirst Baptist Church, New Iberia: South-
ern Plainsmen in concert, February 4, 
11 a.m. Pastor: Roland Fontenot.
nWilda Baptist Church, Boyce: Mackey 
Willis Family in concert, February 11, 
Pastor: Joey Rudisill. 
nBethany Baptist Church, Bethany: Ga-
rage Sale Camp Fundraiser, They are 
accepting item donations for sale on Febru-
ary 16 from 4-6 p.m. and the sale is March 
2, 7 a.m – 4 p.m. Pastor: Marvin Cooper.
nArkadelphia Baptist Church, Pitkin: The 
Bibletones in Concert, February 17, 6 
p.m. A love offering will be taken. Pastor: 
Andrew Johnson.
nRiverview Baptist Church, Alexandria: 
The Bibletones in concert, February 18, 
6 p.m. A love offering will be received. Pas-
tor: David Newton.
nLighthouse Baptist Church, Indepen-
dence: Greg Sullivan Ministries in con-
cert w/Clearvision, February 19, 6 p.m. 
Pastor: Gene Hoyt.
nWalnut Gove Baptist Church, Epps: 
Bayou Macon/Madison Baptist As-

sociation Men’s Rally, February 22, 6 
p.m. Come join us and enjoy food, fellow-
ship, worship, and the Word of God. Guest 
Speaker: Bob Nelson. Pastor: Todd Perry.
nHebron Baptist Church, Dry Prong: Com-
munity Wide Women’s Conference, 
February 24, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. Hosted by 
Bethel Baptist Church and Hebron Baptist 
Church. Free giveaways. A meal will be pro-
vided by Reaching Forward Ministries and 
Hebron Baptist Church. Speakers: Hanna 
Hernandez, Nicole Bratton, Carolyn 
DeBusk. Music: Brooke Obey, Shea 
Smith. Special Speaker: Anna Hernan-
dez Keith, Five Starter Ministries. Pas-
tor: Travis Sanders.
nFirst Baptist Church, Martin: Mark Lani-
er in concert, February 25, 11 a.m. A love 
offering will be received. 
nNew Hope of Panchoville, Jennings: 
The Southern Plainsmen in Concert, 
February 3, 6 p.m. Pastor: Eric Crochet.
nParkview Baptist Church, Baton Rouge: 
Mark Lanier in concert, March 2, 11 a.m. 
Pastor: Chris DeGeorge.
nGlory Baptist Church, Livingston: South-
ern Plainsmen in concert, March 2, 6 p.m.
nMonroe Street Baptist Church, Bogalusa: 
Southern Plainsmen in concert, March 3 5 
p.m. Pastor: Chad Jenkins.
nBig Creek Baptist Association, Dry Prong: 
Revival, March 3-6, 6:30 p.m. nightly at 
B22 Auditorium in Dry Prong. Evange-
list: Gevan Spinney. Worship Kinetik. 
Youth Night, March 3, 3-6 p.m. There will 
be activities and pizza at B22, 6:30 p.m. 
If transportation is needed, please call 
318.627.3131. A nursery will be provided 
at FBC, Dry Prong for ages 4 and under. The 
revival is sponsored by Bethel Baptist, Col-
fax; First Baptist, Dry Prong; First Baptist, 
Pollock; New Prospect Baptist, Dry Prong.

“I don’t know how many 
of you are facing health 
issues,” he said. “Maybe 
you’ve lost a spouse or 
grandchildren. Sometimes 
in life we are not sure what 
to do.

“I don’t know what 
swamp you are facing,” he 
continued. “I don’t know if 
you have a gator you have 
been looking at lately. Maybe 
you thought life would be 
a little bit different at this 
stage in life. Go forward. 
There’s a time to be still and 
know there is a God. But 

sometimes we need to move 
a step at a time and trust.”

CLOSING CHARGE

Louisiana Baptist Evan-
gelism and Church Growth 
Team Director Keith Manuel 
issued a final charge to the 
crowd.

“We gather to grow, and 
we scatter to sow,” Manuel 
said. “It’s time to go into the 
fields. Lift up your eyes, they 
are white unto the harvest. 
It’s time to plant the seeds of 
the Gospel.”

sley said he hired some-
one to become his life 
coach, who helped him 
balance life on the road 
and at home.

“He helped me find 
some balance and things 
are much better now,” 
he said. “But I tell you, 
the secret to that deal is 
learning how to say ‘No’ 
to the good things so 
that you can say ‘Yes’ to 
the best thing. And that 
is probably the hardest 
challenge I ever had in my 
life. My wife, Shae, helps 
me determine which ones 

are the best things and 
which ones are the good 
things.”

PRAYERS NEEDED

Billingsley asked for 
prayer that he would re-
main pure and holy before 
God.

“Another thing would 
be to pray for my family 
and work balance and for 
the health of my voice 
and ministry so that I can 
have quite a bit of longev-
ity. I don’t plan on quit-
ting anytime soon.”
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