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2024 Legislative round-up: 
BATON ROUGE, La. (LBM) 

-- Louisiana Baptist lawmakers 
successfully championed key 
legislation relating to moral 
issues and social concerns, 

most notably the restoration 
of the Ten Commandments to 
Louisiana classrooms (after being 
removed for about 5 decades). 
They also enacted some key pro-
tections for children and paren-
tal rights. 

However, despite valiant 

attempts by some, the leg-
islature as a body failed to 
ban recreational THC, leav-
ing children vulnerable to 
continued poisoning by this 
Schedule 1 drug because of its 
continued wide availability in 
Louisiana stores. 

INDIANAPOLIS (LBM) 
– Gary Bowlin and Sammy 
Tippit, two evangelists 
with ties to Louisiana, 
were recently elected to 
the Southern Baptist Evan-
gelists Hall of Faith.

Louisiana’s Bowlin, Tippit inducted
into SBC Evangelists Hall of Faith

Gary Bowlin, Sammy Tippit and Jerry Drace were among six individu-
als inducted into the Southern Baptist Evangelists Hall of Faith during a 
special ceremony, June 11, during a Southern Baptist Convention Annual 
Meeting in Indianapolis, Indiana.

WEST MONROE, La. (LBM) 
– Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office 
Captain Patrick Johnson has put 
himself in harm’s way to protect 
and serve the public for 23 years 
as a law enforcement officer. But 
recently he risked his own health 
and safety to extend the life of a 
stranger by donating a kidney.

Johnson, a member of Ce-
dar Crest Baptist Church, West 
Monroe, gifted the organ on 
Dec. 11, 2023. For his courageous 
act, Johnson was awarded the 
2024 Heart of Law Enforcement 

Louisiana sheriff’s officer gives 
a kidney to Mississippi coach

Service Before Self Award dur-
ing a ceremony in Baton Rouge. 
The award is given each year to 
Louisiana law enforcement of-
ficers who have been nominated 
by their agencies or the public for 
acts of kindness they performed 
outside the scope of their normal 
duties for the previous year.

“Looking back on it, I can say 
Jesus was there to help me the 
whole way,” Johnson told the 
Baptist Message. “And I see how 
he made me strong through the 
process. You don’t have to look 
very far to see somebody in seri-
ous need that you can help. And 

Patrick Johnson received the 2024 Heart of Law Enforcement Service Before Self Award for 
his donation of a kidney to Mississippi high school football coach Herbert Davis. Johnson is a 
captain with the Ouachita Parish Sheriff’s Office and a member of Cedar Crest Baptist Church, 
West Monroe.

Bowlin is a past presi-
dent of the Louisiana 
Conference of South-
ern Baptist Evangelists 
and Sammy Tippit is an 
evangelist who accepted 
Christ at Istrouma Baptist 
Church, Baton Rouge.

Bowlin, who now re-
sides in Hattiesburg, Miss., 

and Tippit, who now lives 
in San Antonio, Texas, 
told the Baptist Message 
they are humbled that 
their names are included 
in the display hosted in the 
Southern Baptist Building 
in Nashville, Tennessee, 
alongside the names of so 
many others they have 
come to know during their 
respective evangelistic 
ministries.

“It’s just beyond my 
wildest expectations 
to have my name listed 
among them,” Bowlin said 
after the June 10 ceremony 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
“I’ve tried to be faithful to 
the calling God has placed 

on my life, and this was a 
way for Him just to bless 
me. My peers voted me in 
and that means a lot.”

Tippit echoed the 
thought.

“When I was inducted 
into the SBC Evangelists 
Hall of Faith in June, it was 
a marker for me of God’s 
grace and faithfulness 
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The Baptist Mes-
sage Board of Trustees 
will meet Tuesday, 
Sept. 3, for its regularly 
scheduled meeting at 
the Baptist Building 
in Alexandria. Com-
mittee meetings will 
begin at 10 a.m., with 
lunch at noon and the 
full board meeting at 1 
p.m.

Message trustees
meet on Sep. 3

to me over six decades.”
Bowlin and Tippit 

were among six who were 
elected to the Hall of Faith. 
Others were Jerry Drace of 
Humbolt, Tennessee, and 
Charles Massagee of Ne-
vada, Texas. Ron Herrod of 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and 
Darrell Robinson of Con-
roe, Texas, were honored 
posthumously.

BOWLIN

A native of Liberty, Mis-

sissippi, Bowlin accepted 
Christ when he was 11 and 
surrendered to God’s call 
to ministry 16 years later 
while working as a Certi-
fied Public Accountant 
(five years after his gradu-
ation from Louisiana State 
University).

Bowlin then attended 
New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary, where 
he earned his Master of 
Divinity. During his third 
pastorate in a five-year 
period at seminary, Bowlin 

sensed God calling him to 
evangelism.

Since then, Bowlin has 
preached in more than 300 
revivals in Louisiana; min-
istered to more than 1,000 
other churches through 
revivals, crusades, Sunday 
worship services and more; 
led more than 50 mission 
trips; and witnessed more 
than 25,000 sinners be-
come believers through his 
ministry efforts. He also is 
an organizer for frequent 
group tours to Israel.

“My greatest joy in 
evangelism has been seeing 
people saved and churches 

come alive,” Bowlin said.
“I’ve seen revivals 

change the church from 
doing nothing for the Lord 
and the community to 
overflowing with a pas-
sion to serve others and 
proclaim Jesus by the end 
of the services,” he said. 
“Before I go into each 
church, I pray for them to 
be touched by the Lord in 
such a way that they’ll get 
behind their pastor, en-
courage their pastor, pray 
for him, support him and 
join in the work to try to 
build the church to reach 
others for Jesus. I’ve seen 

that happen, not in every 
circumstance, but a lot of 
times. I know something 
of a burden that pastors 
face, and how difficult a 
job they have, and to see 
the churches get behind 
the pastor because of the 
revival is a great thing.”

TIPPIT

A native of Baton 
Rouge, Tippit in 1965 
turned to Jesus during 
an evangelistic harvest 
event at Istrouma Baptist 
and two nights later sur-
rendered to the Gospel 
ministry. He later at-
tended Louisiana College 
(now Louisiana Christian 
University) and trained 
for what would one day 
become a worldwide evan-
gelistic ministry that began 
in 1970 and has included 
sharing the Gospel in more 
than 80 countries.

 He continues to do 
the hard work of personal 
evangelism, Gospel conver-
sations, and mass evan-
gelistic events, but also 
is on the cutting edge of 
technology, using Skype to 
conduct evangelistic events 
to remote regions overseas 
to bring the Good News 
about Jesus to hundreds of 
thousands of lost people. 
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LEESVILLE, La. (LBM) 
– Leaders with First 
Baptist Church, Leesville, 
changed their approach to 
Vacation Bible School and 
in the end witnessed six 
children and one student 
volunteer make decisions 
for Christ.

Held June 24-29, the 
VBS drew 69 youngsters in 
the mornings, a departure 
from previous years when 
the outreach was held in 
the evening. Children’s 
Minister Kiersten Nolen 
told the Baptist Message 
that they incorporated 
more time for Bible study 
and missions and on the 
final day presented the 
Gospel during a group as-
sembly time.

VBS reaches seven for Christ at FBC Leesville
“All of our decisions 

were by boys and some of 
them have been coming 
to activities at our church 
for several months,” 
Nolen said. “Throughout 
the week they heard the 
Gospel in the classes and 
by that final night decided 
to come forward. It was 
just exciting to see all the 
hard work of Bible school 
pay off for these kids who 
made decisions.”

Once the VBS conclud-
ed, church leaders followed 
up with the youngsters, 
and three were baptized on 
July 7. Among those was 
Kacen Smith, who accept-
ed Jesus during the large 
group Gospel presentation 
June 27.

Smith said he “felt re-
lief” after he was baptized 
alongside his cousin, Dami-
an Berrios, and classmate, 

A recent Vacation Bible School at First Baptist Church, Leesville, saw seven people turn to Christ. Once the VBS 
concluded, church leaders followed up with the new converts and three were baptized July 7.

John Rogers.
His dad, Dustin, said 

he prayed for many years 
that his son would come 

to Christ and to see that 
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LBC BCM VBS teams share Gospel in three states
ALEXANDRIA, La. 

(LBM) – Eighteen students 
from the state’s Baptist Col-
legiate Ministries gave up 
most of their summer break 
to sow the Gospel through 
Vacation Bible Schools held 
in Louisiana, Montana and 
Wyoming.

Through early July, the 
teams reported 28 decisions 
for Christ.

GOLA (Go Louisiana) 
VBS is an LBC BCM empha-
sis that allows students to 
serve on teams who share 
God’s love through what 
is the largest evangelistic 
outreach (VBS) of the year 
for many congregations. 
The teams typically conduct 
VBS for churches with low 
baptisms and who could 
not hold such an outreach 
without the help of GOLA 
volunteers.

Three teams of six stu-
dents each served at church-

es around the state, June 
2-July 12; in Montana, June 
2-July 22; and in Wyoming, 
June 2-July 28. Additionally, 
most of the state’s BCM di-
rectors and associate direc-
tors served as team leaders 
for up to a week each.

Louisiana Baptist Colle-
giate Ministry Team Direc-
tor Mark Robinson said 
the experience allowed the 
students to gain experience 
working with children and 
churches to advance the 
Gospel.

“We’ve been doing 
GOLA VBS missions in 
Louisiana for 16 years now 
and it’s amazing to see those 
missionaries from those 
years that have gone on to 
lead in churches across the 
nation,” Robinson told the 
Baptist Message. “They are 
building on a call from God 
that was strengthened dur-
ing their college years.”

All the students were 
commissioned to share the 
Gospel from GOLA Coordi-

nator and Louisiana Chris-
tian University BCM Direc-
tor Brad Gill and received 
VBS training from Louisiana 
Baptist Childhood Ministry 
Strategist David Anderson.

“It was a great experi-
ence because the students 
believe in evangelism and 
GOLA gives them ways to 
serve and purposefully share 
their faith,” Gill said. “They 
teamed up with churches 
to help them reach their 
communities and conduct 
a VBS – something that the 
churches might not have 
been able to do on their 
own.”

Among the churches 
the students helped was 
Sweetwater Church, Abita 
Springs, in late June. They 
assisted nine members to 
hold a VBS that drew as 
many as 12 children to the 
city’s recreation center.

“As a small church plant 
in our third year, we would 
not have been able to do 
VBS without GOLA,” Pastor 

Ken Schroeder said. “This 
was a good fit for us. The 
students really jumped in 
and did a fantastic job lead-
ing the VBS.”

IN THEIR WORDS

Students representing 
multiple schools shared 
their thoughts with the Bap-
tist Message, but also asked 
not to be identified by name 
out of humbleness.

-- R.S. said he “had an 
amazing opportunity with 
GOLA summer missions to 
serve churches in Louisiana 
at their VBS. God was on 
the move this summer.”

-- M.M. said “GOLA has 
opened my eyes to the need 
for the Gospel to be spread 
throughout our state and 
country. God has used this 
experience to give me an 
even greater desire to go 
out and tell everyone I can 
about God’s love.”

-- B.H. said he was 
changed by “getting to tell 

children about the love of 
Jesus each and every day. 
I’m so thankful to have the 
opportunity to teach the 
Gospel to children.”

-- O.D. was blessed by 
working “alongside other 
adults who are excited to 
teach young children about 
God. This experience has 
been such a blessing and an 
encouragement to me.”

-- Meanwhile, L.R. asked 
Louisiana Baptists to pray 
for the communities that 
were served, and she ex-
pressed appreciation “for 
the local church and how 
the Lord works among his 
people. I’ve been so encour-
aged by each church’s story 
and their passion to reach 
those in front of them with 
the Gospel.”

-- Finally, G.A. said, 
“GOLA gave me a whole 
new meaning and apprecia-
tion for local missions. I am 
living in a big mission field 
and don't have to leave the 
country to let God use me.”
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CAP HAITIEN, Haiti 
(LBM) – One year after Loui-
siana Reach Haiti moved its 
operations from gang-ravaged 
Port-au-Prince to the safer 
city of Cap Haitien, Haiti, 
ministry leaders celebrated 
reunification of multiple 
Children’s Village residents in 
their care while bracing for 
rising operational costs.

Since the relocation on 
July 4, 2023, two girls in the 
Children’s Village have been 
reunited with their families, 
leaving 15 children in the 
ministry’s care. Additionally, 
the Children’s Village by the 
end of July plans to move into 
a new home after rent at their 
current building recently 
increased from $7,500 to 
$11,000.

LRH President Darrin Ba-
don said while the situation 
is challenging, he is confident 
and grateful for God’s contin-
ued provision.

“We continue to do what 
we have been called by God 
to do, which is to make any 
difference in Haiti, to defend 
the oppressed, to be a father 
to the fatherless,” Badon told 

‘Louisiana Reach Haiti’ leaders celebrate God’s provision year after move
the Baptist Message. “Every-
thing there is more expensive 
than it was a year or two ago. 
Families are facing challenges 
in Haiti, and we are just here 
to meet the needs for many 
who have lived in fear since 
the gangs forced so many out 
of Port-au-Prince.”

BACKGROUND

In 2015, a Louisiana 
Baptist team felt led to cre-
ate a permanent presence 
in Haiti and partnered with 
Pastor Odvald Louis and his 
members at New Evangeli-
cal Baptist Church in Croix-
Des-Bouquets. The Haitian 
congregation and Louisiana 
mission teams combined to 
complete a Children’s Village 
in Croix-des-Bouquets. They 
also teamed up to dig a well 
and built a church building 
and school in neighboring 
Canaan.

However, the facilities in 
both cities were overtaken 
and vandalized by gangs in 
early 2022, Badon said.

LRH then refocused its 
ministry on multiple fronts:

— In February 2022, es-
calating gang violence forced 
the Children’s Village to 

relocate to the Florida House, 
a Florida Baptist Convention-
owned home for missionaries 
in Port-au-Prince. The facility 
housed 21 children and six 
staff members. After more 
than a year at the Florida 
House, the gangs started clos-
ing in on this area as well.

— Meanwhile, God 
opened doors in New Or-
leans, allowing LRH lead-
ers to help relocate Pastor 
Odvald Louis and his family 
from Haiti, which he fled 
after surviving an attempt on 
his life.

— Additionally, LRH 
began partnering with Con-
nect International Church, a 
congregation in New Orleans 
that in April 2022 formed 
and hosted an international 
church (led by Haitian Ameri-
can Pastor Dawest Louis, 
a graduate of New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary) 
that reaches out to Haitians 
and other nationalities; and

— On March 26, 2023, two 
staff members of Louisiana 
Reach Haiti made it safely to 
the ministry’s Children’s Vil-
lage in Cap Haitien after they 
became trapped four weeks 
earlier in Port-au-Prince 
because of gang activity in 

Louisiana Reach Haiti continues to share the love of Christ in the country 
and seeks prayer and financial support to continue to meet the needs of 
children in their care. Among the most pressing needs are monthly spon-
sors for children and money to help Haitians in need of food after gang 
violence left them with few resources.

the area. The women left on 
a bus from the capital city 
early March 26 and took 
the eight-hour bus ride for a 
long-awaited reunion with 
the children and staff at the 
Children’s Village.

PRAYERS NEEDED

Badon said that prayers 
and financial support are 
needed so they can continue 
to meet the needs of children 

in their care, including one 
of the female residents that 
ministry leaders are hoping to 
reunite with her parents later 
this summer. Twelve children 
still are without sponsors, 
which are available for $30 
each month.

For more information, 
visit louisianareachhaiti.
org. Gifts may be mailed 
to Louisiana Reach Haiti, 
18112 Kenner Dr., Prai-
rieville, LA 70769.
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I’ve seen what Jesus 
did for me and I just 
wanted to be part of this 
process.

“It never was ‘my’ 
kidney,” he added. “I 
was just keeping it warm 
for Jesus until someone 
needed it.”

While attending the 
FBI re-trainer class in the 
spring of 2023, Johnson 
learned of a kidney dona-
tion program and became 

interested in becoming 
a donor, he explained. 
After much prayer, he re-
alized he was led to par-
ticipate. He researched 
and selected the donor 
program at the Universi-
ty of Mississippi Medical 
Center in Jackson. Then, 
after undergoing exten-
sive testing to determine 
if he was a candidate for 
donation, he was accept-
ed in November 2023 to 

participate in the pro-
gram. The transplant was 
performed in December, 
and it functioned perfect-
ly for recipient Herbert 
Davis. Johnson was back 
on the job within two 
weeks, while Davis was 
standing beside a player 
for signing day that he 
coached during the 2023 
season.

Davis, head football 
coach with Madison-
Ridgeland Academy in 
Madison, Miss., had 
battled kidney disease for 
the 10 years leading up to 
the transplant, he shared 
with the Baptist Message. 
For those last five years, 
Davis underwent dialysis 
multiple times a week 
and had more than 25 
surgeries. When he re-
ceived word in November 
that the kidney trans-
plant would take place, 
he was beyond excited.

They were part of a 
historic seven-way kid-
ney swap over a four-day 
period between strangers. 
It was the largest ever in 
Mississippi.

“There are now words 
for this gift that I re-

ceived,” Davis said. “It’s 
an unbelievable bless-
ing from him and the 
Lord. To be able to coach 
football and do dialysis 
is quite the challenge but 
I’m thankful the Lord has 
helped me through those 
trials. I am grateful for 
this new life.”

While Johnson said he 
is not one who seeks the 
spotlight, he is passionate 
about organ donation. He 
said anyone who may be 
on the fence about donat-
ing should be comforted 
by the amount of care 
that the hospital invests 

in the receiver, as well as 
the donor.

“Some people have 
kidney issues or know 
someone who does,” he 
said. “There are a lot of 
people running around 
with healthy kidneys 
who probably haven’t 
stopped to think that 
they could be saving a 
life. If we can just get 
the awareness out there 
and maybe get a few 
more people on board, 
we could save more lives. 
I would do it again in a 
heartbeat if I had to turn 
back time.”

finally happen was among 
the happiest moments of 
his life.

“God answers prayers,” 
he said. “When I saw him 
come up out of the water, 
I was so pleased and was 
reminded that he was not 
only my son but now my 
brother in Christ. Know-
ing that your children have 

come to Christ and will 
spend an eternity in heav-
en is so comforting.”

Pastor Darin Worthing-
ton said he was thrilled to 
see so many children grow 
deeper in their faith and 
for 40 of the 69 children 
who returned the follow-
ing Sunday for a family 
day that included worship, 
water slides and a lunch.

“It was such a joy to 
have our church full of the 
echoes of children cel-
ebrating Jesus loves them,” 
he said. “Thursday was the 
Gospel presentation day, 
and I was so happy when 
I asked those to stand if 
they trusted Jesus to be 
their Savior. There were 
six that stood up to pro-
claim Jesus as Lord. Praise 
the Lord.”
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America’s #1  
Church Bus Dealer

www.carpenterbus.com • 800-370-6180 • Nationwide Delivery

(Jan. 10, 2024)

1 Answer: 

Carpenter  
Bus Sales

3 Questions for  
Church Bus 

Buyers: 
1. Which Bus Company has  
 sold more buses and vans  
 to churches than any other 

company in the country? 

2. Which is the only Bus 
Company to offer a FREE  

 8 Year / Unlimited Mile  
 Body & Chassis Warranty  
 on all new buses and vans 

sold to churches? 

3. Which Bus Company has  
 the largest in-stock, ready- 
 to-deliver inventory of  
 buses and vans?

Doesn’t that 
make it easy to 
know who to 
work with?

LAKE CHARLES, La. 
(LBM) – A team of 270 
Texas Baptist students and 
adult sponsors recently 
spent part of their summer 
break serving Christ by 
repairing homes damaged 
four years ago by multiple 
hurricanes in Lake Charles.

From June 10-21, the 
teams repaired seven 
roofs, built five ramps, 
painted multiple homes 
and cleaned up countless 
yards of homeowners, and 
at night they participated 
in worship and fellowship. 
The project was organized 
by Bounce Student Disas-
ter Recovery (a ministry 
of the Baptist General 
Convention of Texas) in 
partnership with South-
west Louisiana Responds 
(a coalition that strives to 
unite, empower and mo-
bilize churches across the 
region to expediate long-
term recovery, respond 
to crises and prepare for 
future disasters).

Texas students help Lake Charles ‘Bounce’ back

“We are delighted to be 
back in Lake Charles for 
the third year,” Bounce Di-
rector David Scott told the 
Baptist Message. “We have 
wonderful partners here 
who have done so much to 
assist residents with recov-
ery efforts. We are happy 
that there are so many 
highly motivated students 
who are giving a portion 
of their summer vacation 

to serve these people who 
have such great needs.”

Scott expressed appreci-
ation for Maplewood First 
Baptist Church and Mt. 
Olive Baptist Church in 
Lake Charles who housed 
students during the week.

“They have been so gra-
cious to open their facili-
ties for us,” Scott said. “We 

A Bounce Student Disaster Recovery team member prepared to cut 
through some debris at a homesite in Lake Charles.

A student worked outside a home in Lake Charles that was damaged dur-
ing multiple hurricanes in 2020. Over a two-week period the teams re-
paired seven roofs, built five ramps, painted multiple homes and cleaned 
up countless yards of homeowners, and at night they participated in wor-
ship and fellowship.
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POLLOCK, La. (LBM) 
– A fire destroyed most 
of the facilities of New 
Friendship Baptist Church 
in February 2023, leaving 
the congregation of 75 
seeking God’s guidance for 
their future.

Seventeen months later, 
a crowd of 150 members 
and guests gathered to cel-
ebrate the Lord’s faithful-
ness in the first service in-
side a new worship center, 
July 7. Construction began 
shortly after the church 
broke ground, July 2023, 
on the 240-seat worship 
center and a fellowship 
hall that, collectively, are 
9,000 sq. ft. Both buildings 
also have Sunday school 
classrooms, two inside the 
worship center and five in 
the fellowship hall.

Looking back on the 
last year-and-a-half, Pas-
tor Lloyd Whitman said 

After trial by fire, New Friendship celebrates

Brian Blackwell photo

he has been encouraged by 
God’s faithfulness through 
the flood of donations, 
phone calls and in-person 
visits. Additionally, five 
new converts were bap-
tized in a lakeside service 
in June 2023, with addi-
tional baptisms scheduled 
over the coming weeks.

“After all we have gone 
through, it was a great 
time to just spend some 
time together in the new 

house that God gave us,” 
Whitman told the Baptist 
Message. “There were tears 
of happiness knowing we 
finally have our own place 
to worship.

“God moved a people 
who decided to work 
together and do whatever 
was needed,” he continued. 
“In every moment, we felt 
the presence of the Lord. 

New Friendship Baptist Church was filled with a crowd of 150 members 
and guests who celebrated the first service inside a new worship center, 
July 7. A fire destroyed most of its facilities in February 2023.

Pastor Lloyd Whitman has been encouraged by God’s faithfulness 
through the flood of donations, phone calls and in-person visits. 
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A one-day preaching conference for 
pastors, ministerial staff, and wives! 

September 24, 2024 
First Baptist Church, Pineville, LA 

PPaassttoorr  BBrreeaakkoouutt  SSeessssiioonn  LLeeaaddeerrss  IInncclluuddee::  
Chris Osborne, SWBTS 

Matthew McKellar, SWBTS 
Blake Newsom, NOBTS 

Preston Nix, NOBTS 
Nick Maricle, LCU 

FFeeaattuurriinngg    
WWaayylloonn  BBaaiilleeyy,,    

PPaassttoorr,,  FFiirrsstt  CCoovviinnggttoonn,,    
iinn  aallll  ggeenneerraall  sseessssiioonnss..  

Learn more and register as an individual or a group at 

www.fbcpineville.net 
$75 -  Pastor/Staff Member         $85 - Pastor/Staff Member & Wife  

$25 - Student in College or Seminary 
(Register on-line as a staff group of 3 or more and save $10 per staff member!  

Or ask your association about even bigger group discounts!) 

Staff, board members, and guests of Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home & Family Ministries gathered July 
16 for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to officially open the Legacy Room. The room, in the Rucker-Austin Cen-
ter on the Monroe campus, features a historical timeline that covers all four walls and includes related 
artifacts. Individuals who shared remarks included (L-R) Perry Hancock, LBCHFM president and CEO; City 
of Monroe Mayor Friday Ellis; Louisiana Supreme Court Justice Jay McCallum; LBCHFM Trustee Chairman 
Mike Hawkins; LBCHFM Trustee and former resident Ricky Bullock; and Louisiana Baptist Executive Direc-
tor Steve Horn. The celebration coincided with the 125th anniversary of the ministry. For those interested 
in visiting the Legacy Room as part of campus tours, they can be scheduled by emailing mcoker@lbch.org 
or calling 318.343.2244. More details and a photo gallery can be found at baptistmessage.com.

BOSSIER CITY, La. 
(LBM) — Cedric Davis en-
tered Bossier Parish Maxi-
mum Facility in April, but 
just two months later the 
45-year-old, convicted for 
simple burglary, gained a 
permanent reprieve from a 
spiritual death sentence.

“Satan left and Jesus 
entered into my body,” 
an ecstatic Davis told the 
Baptist Message.

Davis responded to a 
Gospel invitation offered 
by Kyle Williams, a Louisi-
ana Baptist evangelist from 
Sarepta and a religious vol-
unteer at the prison. Davis 
was among 41 inmates who 
made decisions to follow 
Christ during a jail visit by 
a team of 25, June 29. 

Throughout the morn-
ing, the volunteers visited 

41 inmates ‘set free’ behind 
bars in Bossier Parish

various dormitories to pray 
and share the Gospel with 
inmates.

Williams (a member 
of Willow Point Baptist 
Church, Shreveport) and 
other local ministers will 
follow up with the 41 
inmates and disciple them 
during weekly visits.

“These men that made 
decisions are no longer 
bound by sin and have 
been forgiven of all unrigh-
teousness,” said Williams, 
who has visited inmates in-
side the prison since 2010. 
“For the believer, leading 
someone to Christ is the 
pinnacle. It doesn’t get any 
better this side of Heaven. 
What a blessing to see men 
cross over from death to 
life.”

De’Ongelo Smith, a 
member of Spring Hill 
Baptist Church, Ringgold, 
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“We saw God sup-
plying every single need 
and continue to unify the 
people. I’m so proud of my 
people who never gave up 
and are such a powerful 
testimony.”

The fire began at 9 a.m., 
Feb. 16, 2023, and engulfed 
the worship center, educa-
tion building and fellow-
ship hall. Fire crews from 
Jena, Grant Parish, Deville 
and Ruby-Kolin extin-
guished it soon after.

The parsonage, which 
is across the road from 
the other buildings that 
burned, was not harmed.

Rather than fold, the 
church pressed forward 
and gathered for a tent ser-
vice on the property three 
days later.

The church continued 
meeting for Sunday morn-
ing worship, splitting time 
between the tent and near-

by St. Edwards Catholic 
Church, and assembled in 
the parsonage for Sunday 
school, Sunday evening 
worship and Wednesday 
evening Bible study.

Additionally, the church 
during that time held a 
tent revival service (with 
pastors and praise teams 
from sister churches in the 
Big Creek Baptist Associa-
tion providing messages 
and music each night) and 
hosted children for Vaca-
tion Bible School.

Whitman, who has pas-
tored various churches for 
59 years, said he has been 
reminded time after time 
how God can use difficul-
ties for His glory.

“The church, who are 
the people, was not de-
stroyed,” Whitman said. 
“They unified and said 
we’re going to face this one 
day at a time. God provid-

ed everything they need, 
from a place to worship 
to materials to financial 
needs. If any church is out 
there who is going through 
what we did, know that 
what He did for us He will 
do for you.”

Looking ahead, NFBC 
will ramp up its outreach 
efforts to the community. 
A VBS is scheduled July 
28-Aug. 1, 6-8 p.m. nightly, 
and a dedication of the fa-
cilities is set for Aug. 11 at 2 

p.m. Church members also 
plan to conduct in-home 
visits and learn how they 
can better reach the com-
munity.

Whitman said prayer 
has been and will continue 
to be vital.

“Prayer is the key to 
change our lives and we’ve 
seen God do that since the 
fire,” Whitman said. “We 
pray ‘God, not my will, but 
yours.’

“Everything we did, 

we just prayed that God 
would give us what we 
needed and show us what 
to do, and He did,” he 
continued. “Prayer has 
been the keynote to my life 
and many others. We can’t 
move on anything without 
first talking to the Father. 
Please pray for us that we 
will continue to be open 
to His leading and for the 
Kingdom to expand even 
more through New Friend-
ship Baptist Church.”

In early July, New Friendship Baptist Church celebrated the completion of its new 240-seat worship center and a 
fellowship hall. Since the fire destroyed their facility in early 2023, the church has been encouraged by a flood of 
donations, phone calls and in-person visits. Additionally, five new converts were baptized in a lakeside service 
in June 2023.
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Tippit estimates that 
more than 1 million people 
have turned to Christ in 
his 53-year evangelistic 
ministry.

“As I enter this new sea-
son of ministry, the induc-
tion was a reminder that 
the God who led me into 
dangerous countries will 
lead us through this chal-
lenge of digital ministry,” 
Tippit said. “He has never 
failed me. Great is His 
faithfulness. As I told those 
at the induction ceremony, 
‘I’m not finished. I’m in the 
beginning of a new season 
of ministry. God still has 
more for me.’”

Tippit said 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:24 has encouraged 
him to stay strong in his 
call to share Christ

“He has been faithful,” 
he said. “And I want to 
remain faithful to all that 
He has given us to do.

“Even though I feel in-
adequate, I remember how 
God has led me through 
impossible situations in 
the past,” he continued. 
“He will continue to lead 
me in this new season. He 
is creating ways for this 
outreach to last far beyond 

my lifetime.”
For more information 

about: Gary Bowlin’s 
ministry, visit garybow-
lin.com; and Sammy 
Tippit’s ministry, visit 
SammyTippit.org.

Bounce from page 7
appreciate their partner-
ship.”

Braylon Harris, MOBA 
pastor and president of 
Southwest Louisiana Re-
sponds, said the student 
teams have given the 
hope of Christ to resi-
dents whose homes were 
still in disrepair from 
Hurricanes Delta and 
Laura in 2020.

“The people we serve 
would not recover with-
out the labor that these 
volunteers provide,” 
Harris said. “There are at 
least hundreds of homes 
that have been left un-
touched and in need of 
significant repairs. One 
of the homes we walked 
into during their time 
received new insula-
tion, flooring and a roof 
and had just been sitting 
there for three years. The 
teams here did all of that 
in just one week.

“Faith is an interest-
ing thing,” he added. “It’s 
about seeing the invisible 

but is surely helped by 
the tangible. These re-
pairs are living, breathing 
testimony of answered 
prayers. The residents are 
of deep faith who have 
been praying and waiting 
three years for miracles 
because they don’t have 
resources to do this 
themselves. When the 
work is done, the smiles 
of those who receive, 
as well as the students 
who have worked on the 
homes, is priceless.”

Brian Pearce, youth 
pastor with Kingwood 
First Baptist Church, 
Texas, during the final 
week of Bounce took 76 
students, the most of any 
church that participated. 
This is the third year they 
have sent a team to work 
in Lake Charles.

“We got to share the 
love of Christ with other 
folks in need and be the 
hands and feet of Jesus,” 
he said. “The week was 
a good reminder that it’s 

easy to forget that there 
are people in America or 
even in our own neigh-
borhoods who are in 
great need and that we 
can meet those needs 
physically and spiritu-
ally.”

Luke Colby, a recent 

high school graduate 
among the KFBC student 
group, said he came away 
blessed by the grateful 
attitude shown by the 
homeowners who re-
ceived a new roof.

“They were so positive 
and kept telling us how 

blessed they were that the 
Lord would send people 
to repair their roof,” he 
said. “I was so happy to 
be there to help them and 
serve others during the 
week, and I enjoyed the 
opportunity to serve and 
grow more in Christ.” 
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TEN COMMANDMENTS

The Ten Command-
ments law, Act 676, cham-
pioned by Rep. Dodie Hor-
ton, a member with First 
Baptist Church, Haughton, 
gained the most press 
around the country for its 
first-in-the-nation require-
ment to restore, after 
about a 50-year absence, 
the Ten Commandments 
to every publicly funded 
classroom, kindergarten 
through college, in Louisi-
ana.

The law uses a version 
of the Ten Commandments 
that is adapted from the 
King James Bible, and it 
requires the 11 inches by 14 
inches display to include a 
“context statement” about 
“The History of the Ten 
Commandments in Ameri-
can Public Education.” 

Already, four liberal po-
litical activist groups have 
joined litigation against 
the law, but Horton said 
the Ten Commandments 
are in the core of our na-
tion’s laws and that their 
historical significance 
has been acknowledged 
in multiple U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions, which 
were used to craft the law 
in anticipation that bad ac-
tors would try to challenge 
it in the courts.

The law asks for the 
displays to be paid for 
by public donations, and 
proponents estimate that 
about $100,000 in gifts are 
needed to outfit all Louisi-
ana schools.

SCHOOL CHAPLAINS

Act 293, authored by 
Sen. Mark Abraham, a 
member with Trinity Bap-
tist Church, Lake Charles, 
did not attract much 
public attention, but could 
be significant in its impact 
on schools. This measure 
allows “Each city, par-
ish, or other local public 

Ten Commandments
restored; ‘woman defined; 
children protected from 
pronouns, but not dope

school board” to “employ 
or accept as a volunteer a 
certified chaplain to pro-
vide support, services and 
programs for students, 
staff, and parents.”

Abraham testified that 
15 states already were en-
gaged in similar initiatives 
and that two other states 
had passed similar legisla-
tion to begin soon, noting 
that there had been “a lot 
of success” where volun-
teer chaplains had been 
used in schools.

“In these 30,000 
schools, teen pregnan-
cies are drastically down; 
suicides are zero; and it 
[chaplain program] has 
been helping with mental 
illness – not only for the 
students, but also for the 
teachers,” Abraham told 
the state Senate Educa-
tion Committee, March 
13. “There has been less 
teacher attrition because of 
chaplains in these schools.”

The law requires state 
and federal background 
checks of candidates; 
prohibits sex offenders 
or child predators from 
serving; and provides im-
munity to chaplains except 
for any action or statement 
that “was maliciously, 
willfully, and deliberately 
intended to cause harm to 
harass or intimidate those 
seeking support, services 
and programs.”

Louisiana Baptists 
already are discussing the 
possibility of holding chap-
lain certification sessions 
across the state in con-
junction with the North 
American Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

  
PARENTS’ RIGHTS 

Horton and Rep. Ray-
mond Crews, a member 
with First Baptist Church, 
Bossier City, successfully 
pushed through Acts 681 
and 680, respectively. 
The first prohibits school 
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employees from discuss-
ing LGBT matters during 
instructional time. The 
second, officially known 
as “The Given Name Act,” 
requires schools to use an 
individual’s legal name or 
a derivative of it and the 
pronouns that are consis-
tent with a person’s biologi-
cal sex. 

Opponents tried to tag 
the measures as “don’t say 
gay” bills. But parents can 
choose to let their children 
be called by something 
other than their legal given 
name and pronouns not 
consistent with their bio-
logical sex. Likewise, par-
ents may permit teachers 
to talk with their children 
about LGBT issues out-
side of instructional time. 
However, school personnel 
cannot introduce LGBT 
topics or attempt to transi-
tion a child behind parents’ 
backs.

Last year, Horton and 
Crews offered similar bills 
and garnered supermajor-
ity votes in both chambers 
during the regular legisla-
tive session. However, both 
were vetoed by then-Gov. 
John Bel Edwards. During 
the subsequent veto over-
ride session, each was one 
vote shy of a two-thirds 
majority that would have 
made both laws.

PROTECTING MINORS

Rep. Kim Carver, a 
deacon with First Baptist 
Church, Covington, pushed 
through two key protec-
tions for children:

-- Act 656 bans social 
media companies from 
collecting data that can 
used to target advertising at 
minors. During committee 
testimony, Carver said that 
“manipulative targeted ad-
vertising to children gener-
ated an estimated $11 billion 
in advertising revenue in 
just one year.” Importantly, 
his law stops any “social 
media platform with more 
than one million account 
holders globally that is op-
erating in this state … from 
selling sensitive personal 
data of a minor account 
holder.”

-- Meanwhile, Act 216 
requires all mandatory re-
porters (“any public or pri-
vate teacher, teacher's aide, 
instructional aide, school 
principal, school staff 
member, school resource 
officer, bus driver, coach, 
professor, technical or voca-
tional instructor, technical 
or vocational school staff 
member, college or univer-
sity administrator, college 
or university staff member, 
social worker, probation 
officer, foster home parent, 

group home or other child 
care institutional staff mem-
ber, personnel of residential 
home facilities, a licensed or 
unlicensed day care pro-
vider, or any individual who 
provides such these services 
to a child in a voluntary or 
professional capacity”) “to 
be offered training on the 
statutory requirements and 
responsibility of reporting 
child abuse and neglect.”

‘WOMAN’ DEFINED

The “Women’s Safety 
and Protection Act” re-
moves any confusion about 
the definition of a woman 
and a man. 

Signed into law as Act 

436, the statute authored by 
Rep. Roger Wilder, a mem-
ber with Hebron Baptist 
Church, Denham Springs, 
elucidates the biological 
distinctions between males 
and females to establish key 
protections for girls and 
women.

The law requires facili-

ties that are designated for 
biological females (dormi-
tories, restrooms, changing 
rooms, domestic violence 
shelters, juvenile detention 
and correctional centers) to 
remain sex specific as a safe-
guard against sexual assault, 
violence and harassment by 
biological males.
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As recently as 2016, 
Louisiana was rated the best 
in the nation for combat-
ting human trafficking. 
However, since 2014 when 
the state first began collect-
ing human trafficking data, 
cases have risen from 206 
to 1,743 in 2023. Moreover, 
recent numbers show that 
86 percent of those rescued 
were sex trafficking victims, 
and 83 percent were under 
the age of 18 years.

With Act 586 as the 
legal vehicle, Sen. Stewart 
Cathey, a member with 

Legislature strengthens laws on sex trafficking, baby safe havens
First Baptist Church, West 
Monroe, significantly 
strengthened penalties for 
human trafficking based on 
a graduated scale, with the 
harshest punishment for 
those who prey on minors 
(persons under the age of 
18 years) for commercial 
sex: “life imprisonment at 
hard labor without benefit 
of probation, parole, or 
suspension of sentence and 
fined not more than seven-
ty-five thousand dollars.”

These more stringent 
sentencing requirements 
could figure prominently as 
deterrents to sex crimes ear-

ly in 2025, when Super Bowl 
LIX comes to New Orleans. 
Sports championship events 
like it have been linked with 
surges in human trafficking 
for sexual activity.

NEWBORN SAFE HAVENS

Sen. Adam Bass, a mem-
ber with Cypress Baptist 
Church, Benton, expanded 
access in Louisiana’s safe 
haven program via Act 
398 that allows parents to 
anonymously relinquish 
babies for adoption or foster 
care. Previously, a “safe 
haven baby box” (a climate-
controlled, electronically 
monitored device that al-
lows parents to anonymous-
ly surrender an “unwanted” 
newborn in a safe environ-
ment) was authorized to be 
installed “in a designated 
emergency care facility that 
is physically located inside 
of a licensed hospital and 
has an emergency depart-
ment that is staffed 24 hours 
per day.”

Bass successfully pushed 
to allow such newborn safe-
ty devices to be installed “in 
any designated emergency 
care facility that is staffed 
continuously on a 24-hour 
basis, seven days a week, 
and 365 days a year” if it 
meets detailed requirements 
for qualified personnel on 
duty, constant monitoring 
of the baby box and essen-
tial equipment on hand to 
ensure the newborn’s safety 
and health.

The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Children and Fam-
ily Services reported that 83 
babies have been rescued via 
the safe haven process since 
2004. The new law promises 
to rescue even more babies 
who otherwise might face 
abandonment in less ideal 
conditions.  

SCHOOL & PROLIFE CHOICES

Sen. Rick Edmonds, who 
retired as pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Shreveport, 
and now serves as pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Mc-
Comb, Mississippi, carried 
the banners for adoption 
and school choice during 
the 2024 legislative session:

Adoption
-- Act 332, the “Compat-

ible with Love Empower-
ment Act,” mandates that 
mothers who receive a “fe-
tal abnormality” diagnosis 
for an unborn child must be 
informed about “resources, 
programs, and services 
for pregnant women and 
resources, programs, and 
services for infants and chil-
dren born with disabilities” 
within 48 hours of such a 
diagnosis.  The emphasis is 
to encourage and assist a 
mother and father to carry 
such a baby to term.

-- Act 515, the “Adoption 
Awareness Act,” creates 
an “Adoption Awareness 
Program” that will “en-
courage the formation and 

maintenance of two-parent 
families.”  The Department 
of Children and Family 
Services must hire a vendor 
to facilitate marketing, cre-
ate a website, and provide a 
telephone or video hotline, 
with each promoting edu-
cational information about 
resources that encourage 
adoption.

-- Act 362 restricts adop-
tion services in the state to 
“an adoption facilitator or 
an entity … licensed in La. 
to assist in the adoption of 
children.” This restriction 
applies even “to advertise 
for adoption services.” It 
also requires these individu-
als and organizations to be 
designated as mandatory 
reporters of abuse.

Education
-- Act 334, “Louisiana 

Public Charter School 
Law,” authorizes “school 
choice options for parents, 
teachers, and pupils,” by 
granting operational au-
tonomy for “innovative 
kinds of independent public 
charter schools” from the 
control of city and parish 
school boards. However, 
these charter schools are 
still accountable for their 
academic results which will 
“be analyzed, considered, 
and repeated or replicated if 
appropriate.” 

-- Act 91 recenters the 
authority for a child to 
participate in the “Course 
Choice Program” from the 
local school superintendent 
or other governing author-
ity of a school to the stu-
dent with his or her parents 
to make such decisions 
“after consultation with the 
person designated by the 
governing authority of the 
school.”

-- Act 1, “Louisiana Giv-
ing All True Opportunity 
to Rise (LA GATOR) Schol-
arship Program” provides 
for educational savings 
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Louisiana Baptists col-
laborated with like-minded 
conservative allies to pro-
tect the state from perilous 
legislation that would have 
endangered the unborn as 
well as negatively impacted 
the general population, 
including pro-abortion, 
anti-traditional marriage 
and recreational marijuana 
bills.

Rep. Mandie Landry 
introduced House Bill 98 
to delete the Defense of 
Marriage Act from the 
Louisiana Constitution, 
urging the House Civil Law 
and Procedure Committee 
that with the legalization of 
gay unions, the DOMA was 
no longer valid. Opponents 
to her measure, however, 
successfully argued that 
DOMA should be kept on 
the books while social con-
servatives fight to overturn 
Obergefell v. Hodges, the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruling 

Louisiana Baptists help foil some bad bills, fail to ban THC
that legalized gay marriage. 
They contended that abor-
tion bans were kept on the 
books for decades until so-
cial conservatives were able 
to overturn Roe v. Wade. 
Her bill was defeated by a 
vote of 8–5. 

HB 164, authored by 
Rep. Delisha Boyd, offered 
to narrow the abortion ban 
in Louisiana by creating 
exceptions for rape (which 
accounts for less than 1 
percent of all abortions 
in the United States) and 
incest (about 0.5 percent 
of abortions). Boyd used a 
hypothetical situation of a 
young girl to argue for her 
bill. Fortunately, prolife wit-
nesses argued convincingly 
against the exceptions, with 
one person testifying how 
he was the product of rape, 
but his mother chose to 
give him life. Others shared 
that most victims of rape 
and incest reject abor-
tion as an option (up to 85 
percent); made the appeal 
that the baby should not be 

punished for the sins of the 
father; and suggested that 
groups like Planned Parent-
hood would use such ex-
ceptions to advise all their 
clients to claim rape and 
incest, effectively ending 
the state’s abortion ban. In 
the end, the House Admin-
istration of Criminal Justice 
Committee voted against 
the bill, 7-4.

Finally, Rep. Candace 
Newell proposed ending 
the ban on recreational 
marijuana (HB 649), pro-
posing a scheme to regulate 
it in case it was legalized. 
She argued that Louisiana 
would be vulnerable to 
various outside influences 
if recreational marijuana 
was legalized without hav-
ing a framework in place 
to regulate it. Opponents 
argued that her bill failed 
to regulate THC content 
which is needed because 
of the harm from high-
potency pot products. The 
bill was moved favorably 
out of the House Judiciary 

by an 8-6 vote. Fortunately, 
conservative lawmakers 
were able to defeat it on 
the House floor (as a sub-
stitute bill, HB 978), with 
58 against the measure and 
36 in favor.

DOPE DEAL MADE

Although lawmakers 
handedly killed a recre-
ational pot bill, they re-
jected legislation (Senate 
Bill 237) that would have 
banned THC from con-
sumable products that are 
being pushed in conve-
nience stores, local grocery 
markets and gas stations. 
Instead, they legalized 
recreational THC in a hemp 
bill (HB 952).

Importantly, the issue 
is not marijuana (cannabis, 
weed, or pot) or hemp, but 
THC, which is the psycho-
active element in both. 

Moreover, the debate 
took place the week that 
news broke from sheriffs of 
various parishes about chil-

dren being rushed to emer-
gency rooms after eating 
THC candies shared with 
them by classmates. Infor-
mation from the governor’s 
Drug Policy Board indicates 
THC poisonings have soared 
645 percent in the state.

In the end, the major-
ity of lawmakers bowed to 
the pressures from 1,500 
hemp merchants who are 
seeing profits rocket from 
selling THC-laced edibles 
and drinks. Both chambers 
of the legislature eventually 
adopted an amended HB 
952 (SB 237 did not come 
up for a final House vote, 
effectively killing it). The so-
called restrictions in HB952 
include:

-- The definition of “serv-
ing size” for THC edibles 
was changed from 8 mg to 5 
mg (the minimum amount 
of THC that gets someone 
high). However, anyone can 
buy an unlimited number of 
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Westside Baptist pays off $1 million children’s building note

NATCHITOCHES, 
La. (LBM) – Westside 
Baptist Church recently 
celebrated the retirement 
of $1 million of debt on 
its children’s facility. 

Members of the 
Natchitoches church 
rejoiced during a special 
note burning service, 
June 2, that recognized 
God’s faithfulness to 
them as they paid off the 
loan 17 months before its 
due date.

“We have so many 
members of this church 
whose children and 
grandchildren have come 
through that building 
and learned about God’s 
love and learned his 
word and learned about 
Jesus and so they were so 
excited to pay that off,” 
Pastor Steve McAlister 
told the Baptist Message. 
“We partner with the 

families, see some of the 
kids and even parents 
come to Jesus and help 
make disciples of Christ. 
It’s exciting because 
we’re investing in the 
future of the kingdom to 
continue making dis-
ciples.”

Those gathered for the 
service included WBC’s 
Hispanic members, 
whose children attend 
Sunday school with 
the Anglo youngsters. 
Formed in 2018, the 
ministry to Hispanics has 
grown from 20 to 50 in 
its worship service that 
meets in another area of 
the facility on Sunday 
mornings.

“Whenever we have 
a chance to have a com-
bined service it’s a special 
time,” McAlister said. 
“They too have seen their 
children grow up in the 
church, so they were ex-
cited to celebrate along-
side us on this day.”

Since the children’s fa-
cility opened in 2011, the 
church has seen spiritual 
fruit that has included an 
average of two baptisms 
per month, many who 
are children or youth 
who have been discipled 
at the facility.

WBC Children’s Di-
rector Elizabeth Penrod 
attributed the growth 
to a commitment by the 
church to invest in the 
younger generation.

“We have a church 
that just loves kids and 
have lots of good Sunday 
school teachers that have 
served for many, many 
years who share Jesus 
with our families,” she 
said.

“I even have two boys 
who go to church here 
and I see how much they 
love our kids, which 
makes me grateful,” she 
continued. “I pray the 
Lord continues to bring 
families that need to 

know him and will have 
events that invite the 
community in. It’s amaz-
ing to see kids that we 
have known since they 
were babies. We watch 
them grow up to come to 
know the Lord and it’s a 
blessing.”

Paying off the $1 
million note now frees 
up the church to use 
$75,000 a year (that was 
allotted for paying off the 
loan) for ministry.

In addition to the 
Hispanic ministry, the 
church also reaches 
Natchitoches and be-
yond through Vacation 
Bible School; outreach 
to local schools; packing 
shoe boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child; sewing 
dresses, dolls and stuffed 
animals for distribution 
to Hondurans for distri-
bution by Baptist Medi-
cal and Dental Mission 
International (a non-de-
nominational, missionary 

sending organization that 
specializes in discipleship 
and short-term mission 
trips focused on provid-
ing medical and dental 
care to remote areas of 
Honduras, Nicaragua and 
Nepal); and an annual 
mission trip to Honduras 
through BMDMI.

“Westside Baptist 
Church exists to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ 
in Natchitoches and the 
nations,” McAlister said. 
“Our vision is people 
who have had a personal 
salvation experience 
with Jesus, who learn 
from Jesus, who obey 
Jesus, who imitate Jesus 
and who make other 
disciples of Jesus. Our 
children’s building has 
played a large role in 
helping accomplish our 
mission and vision. We’re 
excited to see what God 
will do next through the 
blessing of having paid 
this building note.”
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accounts to support 
parental choice in K-12 
education, and perhaps 
has the most wide-ranging 
impact among Edmonds’s 
legislative initiatives. Es-
sentially, state tax dollars 
for education will follow 
the student “whether the 
child's best opportuni-
ties are found at a public 
school, charter school, 
private school, home study 
program, or at a faith-
based or religious school.” 
The program also ensures 
students in non-traditional 

school settings may sub-
sequently participate in 
the “Taylor Opportunity 
Program for Students” 
(TOPS) which provides 
funds for postsecondary 
education.

servings.
-- The maximum amount of 

THC in a canned drink is limit-
ed to 40 mg (considered a single 
serving for a canned drink), and 
only four cans may be packaged 
together. But, again, anyone can 
buy as many four-packs as they 
want.

-- Gas stations have until Jan. 
1, 2025, to sell all of their THC-
derived products. Yet, truck 
stops may continue to push 
THC products after that date.

-- No additional bars or res-
taurants will be permitted to sell 
THC drinks. However, “Any res-

taurant or bar that holds both a 
Class A permit and a permit to 
sell consumable hemp products 
at retail prior to June 17, 2024, 
shall continue to be eligible to 
sell consumable hemp products 
at retail, and shall be eligible to 
renew 28 the retail consumable 
hemp permit annually.” 

Fortunately, conservatives 
in the U.S. Congress may come 
to Louisiana’s rescue, with the 
House Agriculture Committee 
crafting a farm bill (Farm, Food, 
and National Security Act of 
2024: H.R. 8467) which would 
“prohibit the commercial pro-

duction, sale, and distribution 
of certain intoxicating hemp 
derivatives and products.”

LAGNIAPPE

The 2025 Regular Legislative 
Session will convene at noon on 
Monday, April 14, 2025, with fi-
nal adjournment no later than 6 
p.m. on Thursday, June 12, 2025. 

Will Hall is executive edi-
tor of the Baptist Message. He 
also serves as the director of 
the LBC Office of Public Poli-
cy, which includes represent-
ing Louisiana Baptists’ values 
and beliefs on key moral 
issues and social concerns to 
lawmakers and government 
officials.

said he encountered an 
inmate whom he befriended 
years ago. He was thank-
ful to see such inmates now 
growing in their relation-
ships with the Lord.

“This day was for the 
glory of God,” Smith said. 
“I’m thankful that I was 
able to become a part of this 
alongside mighty of men of 
God as we got the chance 
just to share the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.

“It wasn’t about me or 
any of us,” he continued. “It 
was all about Christ being 
glorified.”

Bradley Huie, a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church, 

Haughton, said his favorite 
moment of the day was 
when he and other team 
members prayed over an 
inmate who moments earlier 
decided to accept Christ.

“The Great Commission 

tells us that we need to make 
ourselves disciples and share 
the Word,” he said. “It was 
encouraging to see that one 
inmate get his heart right 
and hopefully he will grow 
in his new life with Christ 

and bring glory to God.”
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355  Melton 
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years 
experience, Family-Owned and 
Operated. Variety of fabrics 
available. Work done on-site. 
All Work Guaranteed. Call 
for estimates: 601.776.6617. 
If remodeling your sanctuary, 
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

1x6 t&g western wood, $.69 
lft/$.59 by the bundle.  1x10 
western cedar $1.99 lft/$1.59 
by the bundle.  Waterproof 
worry proof spc flooring 
starting @ $1.59 sqft. Call Ace 
Hardware at 318.757.8482 for 
more information.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in 
Jena, LA is seeking a full-time 
worship pastor.  Please email 
resumes to nmw387@gmail.
com.

EARNEST LITTLE available for 
supply and interim in the Cen-
tral Louisiana area.  Please call 
318.663.2770.

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com
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Answer to June 20, Scripture Crypto:
First Samuel Two:Four

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 
M = I; N = D

CQN SB UDX XSB AMXWB DUHQ SMG SBCN; CYGH 

DUHQ XSB AMXWB, BKBQ DUHQ SMG VHWBVWHQX, 

NMN SB UDX XSB IHYNBQ UYCXB, XSB SHYT JWHPQ; CG 

XSB YHWN JHAACQNBN AHGBG.

 

YBKMXMJDG BMISX:QMQB

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Baptist Message 
provides churches an opportunity to 
share with other Louisiana Baptists an 
upcoming revival, homecoming, new 
pastor, new staff member, a commu-
nity outreach, or a concert in Louisiana 
Notables. To place your event in 
the paper, send your information 
(who, what, where, when, time) 
to philip@baptistmessage.com or 
call 318.449.4345. Please submit 
your information four weeks prior 
to the event to insure placement in 
the Message.

ON THE MOVE

n Emily Slay is the new Production 
Coordinator for the Louisiana Baptists 
Communications Team.
nT.J. (wife Kaycie) Weed is the new 
Youth Minister at Alto Baptist Church, 
Alto, Louisiana. Alan Miller is the Pas-
tor.
nPaul (wife Sue) Perry will celebrate 
50 years in the ministry, August 17 
from 2-4 p.m., in Fellowship Hall at 
Coax Baptist Church, HWY 868, Winns-
boro, La 71295. In  a special services 
August 18, Jerry Grant will provide 
the music at 10 a.m. and Jim Richards 
was the guest preacher at 10:45 a.m. 
Lunch would follow after the worship 
service.
n Kevin (wife Malanie) Ulmer, for-
merly senior pastor at First Baptist, 
Ferriday, has joined the LBC Evange-
lism/Church Growth Team as the new 
evangelism strategist July 1.
n Blade (wife Lalynn) Foster is the 
new minister of students at Plain 
Dealing Baptist Church in Plain Deal-
ing, La. from Jonesboro, Arkansas.
n Please join us at the Webster-Clai-
borne & Bienville Missions and Min-
istry Center at Camp Harris, August 
10, 11:30 a.m. to show appreciation 
on Randy Hales retirement (23 years) 
and welcome the new DOM/AMS Jeff 
Hoffman.

HOMECOMING/ANNIVERSIES

n Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Pol-
lock: Homecoming August 4, (Sunday 
School) 9:45 a.m.; 10:45 a.m., Guest 
Speaker: John Hebert; Worship: Jona-
than and Jon Gideon Causey. Potluck 
lunch will follow the worship service. 
Pastor: Jack Powell.
n Midway Baptist Church, Converse: 
89th annual Homecoming, August 
8, 10 a.m. Guest Speaker and Music: 
Jimmy Price. There will be dinner on 
the grounds following the worship 
service. Pastor: Charles McClintock.

REVIVAL

n First Baptist Church, Princeton: 
Harvest Sunday, July 28. Evangelist: 
Bill Britt. Pastor: Darrell Cooper.
n Welcome Home Baptist Church, He-
bert: Spring Revival 2024, July 28-31. 

Evangelist: Scotty McDowell. Pastor: 
Jim McKeithen.
nBethel Baptist Church, Livingston: 
Revival, July 29-August 1. Evangelist: 
Malcolm Ellis. Pastor: James Courtney.
nHargrove Baptist Church, DeRidder: 
Revival, August 4-7. Evangelist: Scotty 
McDowell.
nUniversity Baptist Church, 
Thibodaux: Midweek Miracles, August 
7, 6 p.m. Sonny Tucker, retired Execu-
tive Director of the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention; August 14, 6 p.m., Matt 
James, Vice President for enrollment 
at New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary; August 21, 6 p.m., Chip Lu-
ter, senior associate pastor at Franklin 
Avenue Baptist Church, New Orleans; 
August 28, 6 p.m., David Allen, dean 
of the Adrian Rogers Center for Bibli-
cal Preaching at Mid-American Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Memphis, Ten-
nessee. A love offering will be collect-
ed each week. Pastor: J.P. Cox.
nMidway Baptist Church, Converse: 
Revival, August 8-10, 7 p.m. nightly, 
Guest Speaker: Dean Johnson. Pastor: 
Charles McClintock.
nElwood Baptist Church, Forest Hill: 
Fall Revival, August 11-14, (Sunday 
10:30 a.m.) Speaker: Ferran Bertrand; 
Worship Josh and Valerie Dixon; Sun-
day evening, 6 p.m.) Speaker: Steve 
Speer. Worship: Josh and Valerie 
Dixon; Monday, 7 p.m. Speaker: Jeff 
James. Worship: Josh and Valerie 
Dixon; Tuesday, 7 p.m. Speaker Josh 
Dixon. Worship: Josh and Valerie Dix-
on. Wednesday, 7 p.m. Speaker: Brett 
Faulk. Worship: George Johnson and 
Elwood Baptist Church choir. Pastor: 
Michael Evans.
nBrushy Creek Baptist Church, Mer-
ryville: Revival, August 11-14. Evan-
gelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Mike Streams.
nLittle Flock Baptist Church, Many: 
Revival, August 11-14, Evangelist: 
Scotty McDowell. Pastor: Ottis Bra-
nam.
nCypress Creek Baptist Church, Dod-
son: Revival, August 15-17. Evange-
list: Scotty McDowell. Pastor: Jesse 
Henderson.
nGulf Coast Baptist Association, Mor-
gan City: Unity Revival, August 18, 
6 p.m. at Immanuel Baptist Church, 
Morgan City. Pastor: David Scott; First 
Baptist Church, Franklin, August 27, 6 
p.m. Pastor: Chad Hebert.
nNorth Shreve Baptist Church, 
Shreveport: Revival, August 18-21, 
Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Cecil Marr.
nRichey Baptist Church, Deville: Re-
vival, August 18-21. Evangelist: Scotty 
McDowell. Pastor: Grady Dodge.
nMount Olive Baptist Church, Win-
nfield: North Central Baptist Associa-
tionArea Wide Unity Revival, August 
21-22, 6:45 p.m. Churches included 
are Winnfield, Jonesboro, Clarence, 
Olla, Calvin, Dry Prong, Atlanta, Cha-
tham. For more information contact 
1mobcwinn@gmail.com. Pastor: Na-
jee Johnson.

n First Baptist Church, Marion: Re-
vival, August 25-28. Evangelist: Scotty 
McDowell. Pastor: Bubba Hoggatt
nEmmanuel Baptist Church, Ruston: 
Revival services, August 25-28. (Evan-
gelist Reggie Bridges, August 25, 6 
p.m. (Evangelist H.B. Charles, August 
26-28, 6:30 p.m. Music: Dee Alexan-
der. Pastor: Paul Watts.
nBeulah Baptist Church, Many: Re-
vival, September 1-4, Evangelist: 
Scotty McDowell. Pastor: Kenneth 
Leach Sr. 

LAGNIAPPE

nBeech Springs Baptist Church, Quit-
man: Ben Waites in Concert, July 28, 
10:30 a.m. Pastor: Jason Womack.
nRose Park Baptist Church, Shreve-
port: Mark Trammell Quartet in con-
cert, August 4, 10 a.m. Pastor: B.J. 
Maddox.
nFirst West Baptist Church, West 
Monroe: Northeast Baptist Asso-
ciation Night of Worship, August 4, 6 
p.m. Special Speaker: Steve Kelly, As-
sociational Missions Strategist. Food 
and fellowship will follow service. For 
more information, call 318.322.5104. 
Pastor: Michael Wood.
nGrace Baptist Church, Goldonna: 
Southern Plainsmen of Hornbeck in 
concert, August 4, 9:45 a.m. Pastor: 

Myron Thompson.
nMartin Baptist Church, Coushatta: 
David Vogel in Concert, August 10, 7 
p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. This will 
be a free evening of worship, encour-
agement and inspiration. Pastor: Rich-
ard Kaufman.
nNew Hope Baptist Church of Pan-
choville, DeRidder: Greg Sullivan Min-
istries in Concert, August 10, 6 p.m. 
Pastor: Eric Crochet
nGray’s Creek Baptist Church, Den-
ham Springs: Greg Sullivan Ministries 
with Ricky Atkinson in concert, August 
18, 5 p.m. Pastor: Derrick Wall.
nMorehouse Baptist Association: Uni-
ty Revival, August 18, 6 p.m., at First 
Baptist Church, Bastrop with Special 
Speaker: Casey Johnson; Bonita Road 
Baptist Church, Mer Rouge,August 25, 
6 p.m., Special Speaker: Steven Kelly.
nFirst Baptist Church, Minden: The 
Collingsworth Family, August 22, 7 
p.m. Pastor: Leland Crawford.
nCedar Crest Baptist Church, West 
Monroe: North Louisiana Baptist Asso-
ciation Leadership Conference, August 
22, 9 a.m.- noon. Special Speaker: 
Philip Robertson, Senior Pastor of 
Philadelphia Baptist Church. Lunch 
will be provided. Pastor: Greg Clark.
nThe Open Door Church, Lafayette: 
Church Renewal Conference, Sep-
tember 9-10. The event will be spon-

sored by the NAMB Replant Team and 
Evangeline Baptist Association. It will 
include in-depth Bible study, practi-
cal instruction to improve Biblical 
Preach and proven steps to renew your 
church. Cost: Free. Speakers: Mark Clif-
ton, Sr., Joe Crider, Richard Blackaby, 
Jimbo Stewart, Frank Lewis, Rick Rish-
er. Register at LouisianaBaptists.org/
revive. Pastor: Jeffrey Williams.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

n New Friendship Baptist Church,  
Pollock: Breaker Rock Beach Vacation 
Bible School, Sunday, July 28-Thurs-
day, Aug 1, 6-8:15 p.m. Ages: 3-years 
old to 6th grade. Pastor: Lloyd Whit-
man.
n Hodge Baptist Church, Hodge: Va-
cation Bible School, July 29-August 2, 
9 a.m.-noon. Pastor: Keith Thomas.
nBonita Road Baptist Church, Mer 
Rouge: Shine Vacation Bible School, 
August 1-4, 6-8:30 p.m.
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