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‘Here for You’ offers Louisiana Baptists a vast Gospel opportunity

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) – 
In a state where an estimated 60 
percent of the population lacks a 
relationship with Christ, “Here for 
You” is helping to remind Louisi-
ana Baptists that a great harvest 
awaits.

Launched in the summer of 
2014 as part of the President’s 
2020 Commission, the “Here for 
You” multi-media campaign is at-
tempting to impact the estimated 
2.7 million people in Louisiana 
who do not know Christ.

At this point of our strategy, 
‘We are not waiting on the har-
vest,’” Louisiana Baptist commu-

nication director John Kyle told 
the Baptist Message. “�e harvest 
is waiting on us!”

Since its statewide launch in 
2019, “Here for You” has used 
social media, streaming services, 
broadcast television, billboards 
and more to reach the lost in Loui-
siana. �e campaign has seeded 
God’s truth through more than 

31,000 views of the Gospel presen-
tation and more than 2,100 search-
es for local churches.

Additionally, through a part-
nership with the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic Association, viewers 
have been directed to a custom-
ized landing page for prayer with 
trained counselors, who share the 

Early voting in Louisiana begins Oct. 18-29

BATON ROUGE, La. (LBM) — Early vot-
ing for the General Election will take place 
Oct. 18-29, excluding Sundays during that 
time period) and polls will be open from 

8:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Voters must show one of the follow-

ing picture identifications in order to 
vote:

l driver’s license;

WOODWORTH, La. (LBM) – During the 
Sept. 24 general session of the Louisiana Bap-
tist Convention Executive Board, LBC Execu-
tive Director Steve Horn shared how Louisiana 
Baptists have continued reaching others for 
Christ.

FULFILLING THE GOSPEL

Horn said that various ministries are help-
ing fulfill Louisiana Baptists’ ministry purposes 
in three ways: seeking the lost, strengthening 
churches and supporting cooperative missions 
and ministries. In his report, he invited four 
individuals to share how Louisiana Baptists are 
fulfilling their mission through various minis-
tries.

HORN: ‘No matter 
what … He reigns!’

WOODWORTH, La. (LBM) – In response 
to the church insurance crisis that is pressing 
on congregations across the state, Executive 
Board members approved, during its Sept. 24 
meeting, a motion that would loan $250,000 
from the Disaster Relief Restricted Fund to 
help cover initial costs of a newly-formed 
church self-insured organization.

�e money would be used as a loan for es-
tablishment and administration of the self-in-
surance trust, also known as the Fellowship of 
Louisiana Churches and Non-Profit Religious 
Organizations.

“We have continued to take the lead to take 
steps so that this will become a reality,” Loui-

Executive Board 
approves loan to 
self-insurance trust
By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

See TRUST,  page 4
Louisiana Baptist Executive Director Steve Horn shared that 
no matter what happens in life, God reigns.
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America’s #1  

Church Bus Dealer

www.carpenterbus.com • 800-370-6180 • Nationwide Delivery

1 Answer: 

Carpenter  

Bus Sales

3 Questions for  

Church Bus 

Buyers: 

1. Which Bus Company has  
 sold more buses and vans  
 to churches than any other 

company in the country? 

2. Which is the only Bus 
Company to offer a FREE  

 8 Year / Unlimited Mile  
 Body & Chassis Warranty  
 on all new buses and vans 

sold to churches? 

3. Which Bus Company has  
 the largest in-stock, ready- 
 to-deliver inventory of  
 buses and vans?

Doesn’t that 

make it easy to 

know who to 

work with?

BREAKAWAY CAMP

Kevin Roberts, pas-
tor with Trinity Baptist 
Church, Pineville, shared 
how his son, Micah, 
turned to Christ during 
Breakaway Camp this sum-
mer at Tall Timbers Baptist 
Conference Center.

Roberts was overcome 
with emotion as he de-
scribed how his older son, 
Noah, led his brother to a 
relationship with Jesus.

“My wife and I were 

rejoicing,” Roberts said. 
“We knew that something 
had happened, something 
had taken place that night, 
and God had gotten a hold 
of his heart.

“But Micah wasn’t the 
only one,” he said. “We 
ended up having three 
other teenagers from our 
youth group that commit-
ted their lives to the Lord, 
and later that month, in 
the month of July, we were 
able to baptize all four of 
them at our church. And 
so, we praise the Lord for 
the work of Breakaway 
Camp and for the work 
of the Louisiana Baptist 
Convention and your em-
ployees.”

Champions Camp

Julie Johnston shared 
about the eternal impact 
of Champions Camp, held 
Sept. 6-8 at Tall Timbers 
Baptist Conference Center. 
�is year’s camp drew 23 
individuals with special 
needs.

Julie and her husband, 
John, first attended in 2018 
with their son, Zac. But 
even though Zac passed 
away in 2021, the couple 
has remained committed 

to the camp’s mission.
She said the camp is 

a great tool to reach not 
just the campers but their 
families.

“So (have a ministry for 
those with special needs 
and their families) in your 
churches and let me tell 
you what will happen,” she 
said. “Your blessing will be 
so much more if you make 
one thing accessible for 
one person. It makes a way 
for people to have access to 
Jesus.”

GOLA VBS

Isabella McClendon, 
a student with Louisiana 
Christian University, re-
counted her recent experi-
ence as a team member 
with GOLA VBS, an e�ort 
that combines the mis-
sionary zeal of the state’s 
Baptist Collegiate Minis-
tries with a strategic need 
of Vacation Bible Schools 
for churches in Louisiana 
and beyond that might 
not otherwise be able to 
resource a VBS.

McClendon, who served 
as a missionary to Mon-
tana this summer, said the 
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children experienced joy 
after learning about Jesus. 
Her team also ministered 
to college students and 
participated in street evan-
gelism.

�rough that experi-
ence, McClendon stepped 
out of her comfort zone. 
While taking part in street 
evangelism, McClendon 
and her fellow team mem-
bers embraced Galatians 
1:10, which asks, “Do I seek 
the approval of God or 
man?”

“It didn’t matter how 
many people blew us o� or 
didn’t want to talk about 
it,” she said. “What really 
mattered to us was that we 
got to have conversations 
where we sat on the curb 
for an hour and were able 
to talk about the Gospel 
and share with people who 
were hurt, broken and con-
fused about God. I learned 
to articulate my faith so 
much better, take that 
back to college with me 
and just have these con-
versations with students at 

my own campus.”

Send Network Louisiana

Horn noted that the 
partnership with Send 
Network Louisiana began 
in August 2023, and for 
the reporting period of 
April-July 2024, network 
planters recorded 117 salva-
tions, 72 baptisms, 1,892 
Gospel conversations and 
1,012 persons in intentional 
discipleship activity.

He added that 42 
churches are supporting 
a church plant and 28 of 
those have chosen to be a 
sending church.

Matt Tyson, pastor with 
3:18 Church, Shreveport, 
(named for Ephesians 3:18) 
shared how his church is 
reaching the “marginal-
ized and unseen.” He said 
they have drug dealers, 
prostitutes, mentally ill 
individuals and ex-convicts 
who are among the 85 to 
115 who attend Saturday 
evening services. Tyson 
added that 60 people have 

been discipled and 20 new 
converts have been bap-
tized.

He said Louisiana Bap-
tists are part of the story 
of 3:18 Church because 
of their continued giving 
through the Cooperative 
Program.

“Because of your sup-
port, you’re part of this 
story,” he said. “As we 
move along, the unreached 
people group of the unseen 
are everywhere. �ey’re all 
over our city. I can go to 
new cities as I travel and 
see the unseen in those 
cities. And so, they’re all 
around us in our commu-
nities. �ey’re all around 
us in our cities. �ey’re all 
around us in our nation, 
and nowhere else will they 
find the joy of the love of 
Jesus.”

NEW STAFF ADDITIONS

Horn shared with board 
members that several team 
members have been added 
to the state missions ser-
vices sta� since its spring 
meeting. �ese are:

-- Ashley Lee, assistant 
accountant, the business/
information services team; 

-- Jennifer Nolan, as-
sistant food service man-
ager, Tall Timbers Baptist 
Conference Center;

-- Jacob Crawford, 
church planting strate-
gist, missions and ministry 
team;

-- Lexi Hubbard, graph-
ic associate/digital content 
coordinator, communica-
tions team;

-- Lisa Broussard, as-
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1. THE OVERTURN OF ROE V WADE

The Supreme Court’s overturning of the Roe v Wade decision, which had previously imposed abortion with few protections for the 
unborn on all 50 states.

2. TAXPAYER-FUNDED ABORTIONS

The use of taxpayer dollars to fund abortions and abortion providers, like Planned Parenthood. 

3. RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Protecting business owners’ ability to run their businesses in accordance with biblical teaching about marriage, family, and sexuality.

4. SAME-SEX MARRIAGE LEGISLATION

Legislation to enshrine same-sex marriage into federal law.

5. TRANSGENDER COMPETITION IN SPORTS

Allowing students access to male or female sports based on transgender identity rather than biological sex. 

6. TAXPAYER-FUNDED GENDER TRANSITION

Using taxpayer dollars to fund gender transition procedures. 

7. TEACHING CHILDREN SEXUAL TOPICS

Allowing sexual orientation and gender identity to be taught to public school students as early as kindergarten.

8. ANTISEMITISM AWARENESS ACT

Federal legislation defining and opposing antisemitism.

9. CHINESE PURCHASES OF AMERICAN FARMLAND

Allow the Chinese government and connected entities to purchase farmland in America.

10. ENTITLEMENTS FOR ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS

Allowing illegal immigrants to access taxpayer funded benefits such as Medicare and Medicaid.

11. MINIMUM WAGE INCREASE

Doubling the federal minimum wage to $14.50/hour.

12. GREEN NEW DEAL

The Green New Deal climate change legislation.

13. ENERGY INDEPENDENCE

Expanding oil and gas drilling on federal lands.
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THIS VOTER GUIDE IS 501(C)(3) COMPLIANT AND APPROVED FOR DISTRIBUTION BY 501(C)(3) ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING 
CHURCHES. THE PURPOSE OF THIS GUIDE IS TO EDUCATE VOTERS, NOT TO ENDORSE ANY PARTICULAR CANDIDATE.

siana Baptist Executive 
Director Steve Horn told 
Executive Board members. 
“I have met on many oc-
casions, in person and in 
conference calls, with in-
dividuals in the insurance 
industry and government 
o�cials who can hopefully 
assist us.”

BACKGROUND

In 2023 congregations 
began to receive nonre-
newal notices or to see 
exorbitant premium hikes 
from the three largest 
insurers of faith-based 
organizations in the state 
(Church Mutual, Brother-
hood Mutual and Guide-
One). In response, the 
LBC launched a successful 
e�ort with the state legis-
lature to establish a church 
self-insurance trust that is 

open to congregations of 
all faith traditions.

Former state Sen. Rob-
ert Mills, with co-sponsor 
Sen. Katrina Jackson, 
championed Senate Bill 
147, which was signed into 
law as Act 259, that autho-
rizes churches and other 
faith-based organizations 
to form a self-insurance 
cooperative. �ere are no 
doctrinal components to 
the program and churches 
will not be tied to each 
other religiously. Each will 
be an individual member 
of the self-insurance trust, 
like a customer of any 
insurance company.

Gallagher Risk Man-
agement of Monroe has 
helped guide e�orts to 
bring the program online, 
with a projected start-up 
date in the second quarter 
of 2025.

Louisiana Baptist Executive Board members approved a motion that would loan $250,000 from the Disaster 
Relief Restricted Fund to help cover initial costs of a newly-formed church self-insurance organization.

A state source of $3 mil-
lion of initial funding has 
been tentatively identified 
by Gov. Je� Landry. �ese 
funds would cover costs 

for catastrophic modeling 
and other steps needed 
to establish a premium 
schedule for participants. 
But the process for trans-

ferring the funds has yet to 
be determined.

Horn said there is an 
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Horn from page 3
sociate camp director, Tall 
Timbers Baptist Confer-
ence Center;

-- Emily Slay, produc-
tion coordinator, commu-
nications team;

-- Kevin Ulmer, evan-
gelism strategist, evange-
lism and church growth 
team;

-- Ella “Ellie” Inman, 
association Baptist Col-
legiate Ministries director, 
McNeese State University;

-- Zander Kirkland, 
maintenance assistant, 
Tall Timbers Baptist Con-
ference Center; and

-- Jeremy Woodall, 
BCM director in New 
Orleans.

EVALUATING THE FUTURE

Horn closed his report 
by sharing foundational, 
guiding Scripture passages 
that have been anchor 
points in his life for many 
years: Colossians 2:6, 
Psalm 71:18 and Revela-
tion 19:6.

He noted that Revela-
tion 19:6 centers him in 
His walk with Christ, not-
ing that the verse empha-
sizes that God reigns in all 
circumstances.

“No matter what 
happens in culture, He 
reigns,” he said. “No mat-
ter what happens in the 
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion that I cannot control, 
He reigns. No matter 
what happens on Novem-
ber 5, He reigns.”

Horn emphasized it is 
impossible to worry and 
worship at the same time. 
So when he begins to 
worry, Horn remembers 
he needs to worship the 
Lord a little more.

“�is is how I wish 
to lead,” he said. “�is is 
how I want our pastors to 
lead. �is is how I want 
our churches to lead.

“Let us be known for 
our walk, our witness and 
our worship,” he contin-
ued. “And everything else 
will take care of itself.”

$500 million shortfall in 
the state’s upcoming bud-
get, but that this money 
($3 million) is not part of 
that discussion.

“�e money that 
(Landy) has earmarked for 
us is already in a desig-
nated, restricted account,” 
Horn said. “�ey might 
have di�erent terminology 
than we have, but basically 
it is a designated account 
that is actually holding 
money that legislatures 
from years ago allocated 
to a very similar project to 
ours that has never materi-
alized. And it’s the recom-
mendation of the commis-
sioner of insurance to the 

governor that that money 
is sitting there and can’t be 
used for anything else, and 
so that makes us a prime 
target for it. So, I take that 
to be good news.”

PRAYERS NEEDED

Horn asked for prayers 
as Louisiana Baptists and 
other faith-based organiza-
tions strive to help provide 
an alternative to tradition-
al property and casualty 
insurance for cooperating 
churches.

“I ask your continued 
prayers and support as 
we try to make this idea a 
reality,” he said.
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Craig James to be LBC second vice president nominee

JONESBORO, La. 
(LBM) – Craig James, 
associational missions 
strategist with North 
Central Baptist Associa-
tion, will be nominated 
for the o�ce of second 
vice president with the 
Louisiana Baptist Con-
vention during the 2024 
annual meeting of church 
messengers.

Clark Palmer, pas-
tor with Faith Baptist 
Church, Tioga, contacted 
the Baptist Message, Sept. 
25, to share his intention 
to make the nomination.

�e yearly gathering 
of Louisiana Baptists is 
scheduled to be held in 
the facilities of Broad-
moor Baptist Church, 
Shreveport, Nov. 12.

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT

James, who is a mem-
ber of Atlanta Baptist 
Church, has faithfully 
served the Lord and 
churches for decades, 
Palmer said.

“Over the years when 
I mention his name 
I have found that his 
former church members 
love him,” he said. “His 
fellow pastors love him. 
His family loves him. 
And recently the thought 
came into my mind, that 
I should nominate him 
for one of our LBC of-
fices.  

“If you know him 
you probably agree that 
he is a great representa-
tive of Louisiana Baptist 
pastors and leaders,” 
he continued. “He was 
surprised when I asked 
him if I could do this but 

agreed to allow me to 
nominate him as second 
vice-president when we 
gather in Shreveport in 
November.”

BY THE NUMBERS

�e database of the 
Annual Church Pro-
file shows that Atlanta 
Baptist gave 0.16 percent 
(sixteen hundredths of a 
percent) of its undesig-
nated gifts through the 
Cooperative Program 
to support cooperative 
missions and ministries 
this year, amounting to 
$250 from undesignated 
receipts of $155,988. �e 
congregation supported 
the Annie Armstrong 
Easter O�ering with a 
gift of $545.

Atlanta Baptist aver-
aged 86 in Sunday wor-
ship service and baptized 

five new believers this 
year, which is above 
average in the Southern 
Baptist Convention for 
evangelistic e�ectiveness. 

CANDIDATE’S RESPONSE

James told the Baptist 
Message he was honored 
to be nominated.

“After having served 
Louisiana Baptist for 34 
years, I am humbled to 
be nominated for second 
vice-president of LBC,” 
he said. “I have had the 
privilege to serve on 
Committee on Commit-
tee’s, the LCU Board of 
Trustees and the Resolu-
tion Committee. I love 
our Louisiana Baptist 
churches, pastors and 
convention. I would be 
honored to serve our 
LBC and most of all serve 
my Lord and Savior, Je-

sus Christ.”

PERSONAL DATA

James, who is married 
to Tammy, is a native of 
Verda and has served in 
the ministry since 1991.

He holds degrees 
from Louisiana College 
(now Louisiana Christian 
University), New Or-
leans Baptist �eological 
Seminary and the Cas-
key Divinity School (on 
the campus of NOBTS).

James has served as 
pastor of Calvary Bap-
tist Church, Tullos; East 
Jena Baptist Church, 
Jena; Don Avenue Bap-
tist Church, Denham 
Springs; and Pleasant 
Grove Baptist Church, 
Jonesville. He because 
AMS for North Central 
Baptist Association in 
2018.
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See WICKER,  page 10

SLAUGHTER, La. 
(LBM) – Basil Wicker 
recently celebrated more 
than a half century of 
ministry with First Baptist 
Church, Slaughter.

During the church’s 
182nd anniversary service, 
Sept. 8, the congregation 
honored Wicker for his 
55th year of service as 
pastor. �e event featured 
messages by his nephews 
Mark Wicker and Blake 
Emfinger, both who serve 
on sta� with churches in 
Mississippi. �e church 
plans to name the new 
multi-purpose building 
that is under construction 
in honor of him.

For Wicker, the service 
was a reminder of a church 
and community that have 
held a special place in his 
heart since he preached 
his first sermon on July 21, 
1969.

“It’s been like a dream, a 
dream come true,” Wicker 
told the Baptist Message. 
“�e Lord's blessed me and 

my wife. She is deceased. 
She and I did not have 
children, and my prayer 
was always that God give 
us children, and he did! My 
children were the children 
of the church, and that's 
my family. 

“I'm totally committed 
to the to this body. We 
have always worked on 
building relationships and 
love for one another, and 
there's always something 
going on,” he continued. 
“As for me, I’ve tried to 
keep things simple. I've 
not looked for greener 
pastures. God made me 
content where He put me 
and I’m grateful for where 
he put me.”

A native of Jackson, 
Mississippi, Wicker sur-
rendered to Christ when 
he was nine years old. 
When he was 12, he felt a 
call to ministry but be-
cause he was too shy, he 
waited two more years 
until he made a public 
statement to Calvary 
Baptist Church, Smithdale. 
Shortly after that he was 
given the chance to teach 

a Sunday school class, 
which brought him o� 
the sidelines and set the 
groundwork for training in 

ministry.
After graduating from 

New Orleans Baptist �eo-
logical Seminary, Wicker 

accepted the call to his 
first pastorate -- with New 
Zion Baptist Church, Lib-
erty, Mississippi. After one 
of the morning services, 
a search committee ap-
proached him about com-
ing to FBCS.

�ough he had never 
heard of Slaughter, Wicker 
and his wife, Linda, (who 
passed away in June 2019 
and played the piano for 
30 years with FBCS), came 
to the church for his trial 
sermon on July 21, 1969.

I had never heard of 
that community in my 
life, and I preached my 
sermon on the very day 
man walked on the moon 
for the first time,” he said. 
“One of the ladies told 
me she wanted to see that 
happen, and not to go too 
long with my sermon. We 
finished in plenty of time, 
and I was even able to 
make it home to watch the 
moonwalk with my wife.”

Since he came to the 
church, Sept. 7, 1969, 
Wicker has seen the 
church grow from 100 in 

Wicker celebrates 55 years as pastor of FBC Slaughter

First Baptist Church, Slaughter, honored Basil Wicker during the church’s 
182nd anniversary service, Sept. 8. Wicker has served the church as pas-
tor for 55 years.
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Executive Board updated on CP, entities

WOODWORTH, La. 
(LBM) – During a Sept. 24 
meeting, Louisiana Bap-
tist Convention Executive 
Board members approved a 
reduced 2025 Cooperative 
Program giving plan and 
were updated on the ongo-
ing work by the Conven-
tion’s four entities.

BUDGET APPROVAL

Board members ap-
proved the business and 
finance committee’s 2025 
financial plan based on 
Cooperative Program con-
tributions of $17,380,808, 
a decrease of $699,761, or 
3.87 percent. Cooperative 
Program projections are 
based on actual receipts 
from August 2023 through 
July 2024. �e allocation 
formula for distributing 

CP gifts between Southern 
Baptist entities and Louisi-
ana Baptist causes remains 
unchanged, 62.87 percent 
to support ministries in 
the state and 37.13 percent 
forwarded to fund national 
entities. �e budget will be 
presented to messengers 
for approval during the 
2024 LBC Annual Meet-
ing, Nov. 12, in the facili-
ties of Broadmoor Baptist 
Church, Shreveport.

“Our conservative 
budgeting process frames 
our budget every year,” 
Louisiana Baptist Associ-
ate Executive Director and 
Chief Financial O�cer 
Dale Lingenfelter told the 
Baptist Message after the 
meeting. “Whatever we 
receive from August of 
the previous year (August 
2023) through July of the 
current year ( July 2024) 
becomes our working 
budget for the upcom-
ing year. Every year has 

its variables, but in short, 
our receipts within the 
outlined process were less 
than last year’s receipts, 
thus the reduction. 

“We know that indi-
viduals, and thus churches, 
are facing economic chal-
lenges due to the rising 
cost of basically every-
thing,” he continued. “We 
are grateful for the gifts 
the churches continue to 
forward, especially in light 
of these challenges. We’re 
hopeful and prayerful 
that as the economy turns 
around and inflation eases, 
these gifts will increase as 
well.”

ENTITY REPORTS

Louisiana Baptist Foun-
dation Executive Direc-
tor Je� Steed said $64.6 
million has been gener-
ated for Louisiana Baptist 
ministries since the July 
2020 launch of the LBF’s 
Vision200 (an initiative to 
impact the Kingdom with 
$200 million through the 
LBF in 20 years or less).

He added that for every 
budgeted Cooperative Pro-
gram dollar given to the 
foundation this last budget 
year, $35 was generated for 
the Kingdom.

�rough the LBF’s 
ChurchBiz services, the 
entity o�ers church loans, 
Giving-Gateway.net, pay-
roll services, a computer 
support help line, capital 

campaigns, accounting 
services, short-term funds 
and online giving.

He also reminded board 
members that in honor 
of the Foundation’s 80th 
anniversary, the entity is 
depositing an additional 
$80 for churches and 
other ministries that open 
a money management 
account with the Founda-
tion. Also, they will add 
$80 when a donor makes 
a non-cash contribution 
through the Foundation’s 
ministry to a church or 
other ministry. �ese op-
portunities will continue 
through the rest of the 
year as funds budgeted for 
these activities are avail-
able.

“We would love to part-
ner with your church in 
any way,” Steed said in his 
report. “We are grateful to 
each of you for the honor 
to serve Louisiana Baptists 
to advance the Kingdom 
one dollar at a time, one 
ministry at a time, one life 
at a time.”

Baptist Message Execu-
tive Editor Will Hall said 
the newspaper remains 
on solid ground finan-
cially, which helps the 
entity continue reporting 
good news taking place 
in Louisiana. He refer-
enced recent articles that 
highlighted evangelistic 
e�orts taking place in the 
state, such as how bap-
tisms in 2024 increased by 
31.1 percent compared to 
the year before and how 
Hopewell Baptist Church, 
Center Point, experienced 
a rebirth through prayer.

Hall said that HBC’s 
pastor, Ricky Belgard, 
shared the article on his 
Facebook page and a 
grandmother, after reading 
the story to her 10-year-old 
granddaughter, led her to a 
relationship with Jesus.

“�ere is a Holy anoint-

ing going with that article 
to touch lives,” Belgard 
wrote in his text to the 
Baptist Message. “Hallelu-
jah!”

Hall, who also serves as 
the director of the Con-
vention’s O�ce of Public 
Policy, said Louisiana 
Baptists helped to pass 
some good bills but failed 
to defeat one in the recent 
state legislative session:

-- Although lawmak-
ers handedly killed a 
recreational pot bill, they 
rejected legislation (Sen-
ate Bill 237) that would 
have banned THC from 
consumable products that 
are being pushed in conve-
nience stores, local grocery 
markets and gas stations. 
Instead, they legalized rec-
reational THC in a hemp 
bill (HB 952).

-- Act 676, championed 
by Rep. Dodie Horton, a 
member with First Baptist 
Church, Haughton, will 
place the Ten Command-
ments in every publicly 
funded classroom, kinder-
garten through college, in 
Louisiana.

-- Act 293, authored 
by Sen. Mark Abraham, a 
member with Trinity Bap-
tist Church, Lake Charles, 
allows “each city, par-
ish, or other local public 
school board” to “employ 
or accept as a volunteer a 
certified chaplain to pro-
vide support, services and 
programs for students, 
sta�, and parents.”

Louisiana Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home and Family 
Ministries President and 
CEO Perry Hancock up-
dated board members on 
several structural additions 
to its campus. 

In August, the entity 
opened the Legacy Room, 
a space that celebrates 125 
years of sharing Christ’s 
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FERRIDAY, La. (LBM) – 
More than 300 current and 
former members and other 
guests packed the wor-
ship center of First Baptist 
Church, Ferriday, Sept. 14-
15, to celebrate the congre-
gation’s 100th anniversary.

Kevin Ulmer, pastor 
with FBCF and Louisi-
ana Baptists’ evangelism 
strategist, said the service 
provided an opportunity 
for the church to reflect 
on its past and look to the 
future.

“We had people travel 
from several states to come 
in to celebrate this mile-
stone moment,” Ulmer 
told the Baptist Message. 
“�e church really did a lot 
of work to make it a huge 
success and prepared for 
over two years to make 
it happen. It was good to 
see so many familiar faces 

First Baptist Church, Ferriday celebrates centennial
come back to celebrate our 
100th anniversary.”

�e two-day celebration 
began Sept. 14 with a trio 
of historical accounts from 
George, Bruce and Larry 
Fields, three brothers from 
out of state whose dad, 
M.H. Fields, was pastor 
when the current worship 
center was built. 

�e celebration con-
tinued the next day with 
a service that included 
remarks from two former 
FBCF pastors, John Con-
nell (1986-1989) and Roger 
Johnson (1995-1999), and 
Louisiana Baptist Execu-
tive Director Steve Horn.

 A time of worship 
also was led by Tim and 
Melanie Hubbard, former 
members who also led 
the music for the church’s 
75th anniversary celebra-
tion. �e anniversary was 
capped with a special meal. 

Additionally, those at-
tending the weekend had 

Submitted photo

The 100th anniversary of First Baptist Church, Ferriday, drew more than 300 current and former members as 
well as other guests. The two-day celebration focused on God’s goodness to the church.

a chance to view a picto-
rial mosaic that was made 
of photographs from past 
church directories, which 

formed the shape of the 
front of the worship center 
that was renovated in 2023. 
�ose attending also had 
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By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

PINEVILLE, La. 
(LBM) – �e Church 
of today must look like 
the Church of the First 
Century that was Spirit-
led and Gospel-centered, 
Waylon Bailey, pas-
tor with First Baptist 
Church, Covington, said 
during the recent E4+ 
Preaching Conference.

Citing Acts 2:22-41, 
Bailey told a crowd of 
more than 80 pastors and 
ministry sta� and 17 pas-
tors’ wives at First Baptist 
Church, Pineville, that 
the church of today must 
tell the story of Jesus and 
live holy lives.

“What is the church of 
2024?” he said. “It is the 
church that shares hope 
and that shares salvation 
in Christ. People are look-
ing around and they want 
to know is there any hope 
in my life.”

“Our world needs 
hope and where there is 
hope there are going to 
be people,” he continued. 
“Where there is a way, 
there are going to be 
people. Let us be a people 
who tell the story of Jesus 
with kindness, compas-
sion, with love toward 
the people around us. I 
want more than anything 

E4+ Conference: Be Spirit-led, Gospel-centered churches

else for you to experi-
ence the peace, the love, 
the joy that I have found 
in Christ Jesus the Lord. 
And though my death 
is a lot closer than it has 
ever been, I also have 
great hope to be in the 
presence of God with the 
Savior who died for me. I 

Stewart Holloway, senior pastor with First Baptist Church, 
Pineville, thanked a crowd of more than 80 pastors and 
ministry sta� and 17 pastors’ wives for attending the 16th 
annual E4+ Preaching Conference. The church has served 
as the host site since the conference began.

Waylon Bailey, senior pastor with First Baptist 
Church, Covington, used Acts 4:1-22 as the focal 
passage in his message about how the church 
should respond to opposition and persecution.

believe that is the church 
that will make a di�er-
ence in the year 2024.”

Bailey, sharing from 
Acts 4:1-22, added that 
when facing opposition 
and persecution, the 
church must respond by 
recognizing the oppor-
tunity in di�cult times, 

deal with it in truth and 
facts, show how God 
works to bless lives, not 
shy away from the things 
of God and seek God’s 
favor.

Bailey noted that the 
words of Peter and John 
must be our words as 
well. 

“Whether it is right in 
the sight of God to listen 
to you rather than to God, 
you must judge,” he said. 
“We too must declare: 
‘We cannot but speak of 
what we have seen and 
heard’” (Acts 4:20).

�e Sept. 24 program 
was designed to “exem-
plify, encourage, equip 
and empower pastors to 
preach expositional ser-
mons.”

�e conference also 
featured breakout ses-
sions for pastors and 
directors of youth, media/ 
sound, music and chil-
dren, as well as ministers’ 
wives. 

Next year’s confer-
ence, scheduled for Sept. 
23, will feature Fred 
Luter, senior pastor with 
Franklin Avenue Baptist 
Church, New Orleans, his 
wife, Elizabeth, and his 
son, Chip, FABC senior 
associate pastor.

FBCP Pastor Stewart 
Holloway told the Baptist 
Message the E4+ Confer-
ence, now in its 16th year, 
began with a desire to 
sharpen and encourage 
pastors.

“I am thankful for our 
partners and sponsors 
that help E4 continue to 
minister to pastors, min-
istry wives, and ministry 
sta� in our churches,” he 
said.

attendance to more than 
300 now, building a new 
worship center in 1976. He 
praised his members for 
their willingness to serve 
with him for 55 years and 
for their faithful outreach 
to the community. �e 
deacons are key for their 
help in energizing the 
congregation to engage 
the people of Slaughter, 
also Wicker has placed an 
increased emphasis on dis-
cipleship of children and 
youth, and the congrega-
tion has fully committed to 
a day of fasting and prayer 
once a week.

“It is not about me at 
all,” he said. “It's about 
God's kingdom.

Wicker said he has no 
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the Gospel. Such e�orts 
have resulted in more than 
4,300 Louisianians who 
have indicated decisions 
for Christ since 2019. Loui-
siana is the only state that 
has such a BGEA partner-
ship.

Kyle said Louisiana 
Baptists are finalizing a 
plan in partnership with 
the BGEA that will enable 
Louisiana Baptist churches 
to reach out to those who 
have indicated a decision 
for Christ in the state. 

“�ere was a plan in 
place before COVID but, 
like many other plans 
during that season, those 
plans did not materialize,” 
he explained. “�e new 
plan will allow us to reach 
out to the people who have 
indicated a decision for 
Christ and have provided 
their contact information. 
We hope to have this op-
erational before the end of 
the year.”

Kyle said he is thank-
ful for the campaign that 
has used money from the 
Georgia Barnette Louisi-
ana Missions O�ering to 
“seed” God’s truth with 
people and in places that 
Louisiana Baptists typi-
cally don’t reach. Citing 
the parable of the seeds in 
Mark 4:26-29, Kyle said 
Louisiana Baptists have 
two jobs – to scatter the 
seeds and to gather the 
promised harvest.

“We’ve been doing and 

will continue to do the 
first job – seeding – but we 
need to pray and challenge 
our people to gather the 
promised harvest,” Kyle 
noted.

Supported through the 
Georgia Barnette Louisi-
ana Missions O�ering, the 
goal of “Here for You” is to 
direct people to the Gospel 
and to a church. Louisiana-
Baptists.org/hereforyou 
shows congregations how 
to use the campaign to 
connect with their com-
munities.

Eight surrender to Christ during DR response

MORGAN CITY, La. 
(LBM) – Louisiana Baptist 
Disaster Relief teams re-
cently wrapped up a fruitful 
month of ministry among 
residents impacted by Hur-
ricane Francine as they 
reported eight individuals 
made decisions to follow 
Christ.

From Sept. 12-Oct. 5, 
team members prepared at 
First Baptist Church, Morgan 
City, more than 2,998 meals 
for residents. Teams also 
completed 231 chainsaw and 
mud-out jobs, presented the 
Gospel 72 times, handed out 
50 Gospel tracts and distrib-
uted 45 Bibles. 

Additionally, 4,890 meals 
were served by teams at 
Williams Boulevard Baptist 
Church, Kenner from Sept. 
13-14. 

Louisiana Baptist DR 
team members were assisted 
by teams from Arkansas, 
Missouri, Oklahoma and 
Texas.

Ron Johnson, a member 
with First Baptist Church, 
Loco, Oklahoma, serving 
on the Oklahoma Baptist 
DR team, led a woman to 
Christ while a mud-out team 
cleaned the inside of her 
home that was damaged by 
18 inches of water.

�rough the course of 
the conversation, Johnson 
presented the story of Nico-
demus from John 3 and how 

the homeowner could turn 
to Christ.

“I shared how he was giv-
en the chance to have a new 
life in Christ and asked if she 
had done so,” Johnson told 
the Baptist Message. “She 
prayed the prayer of salva-
tion and was overjoyed.”

Johnson said the encoun-
ter was a reminder of the 
ultimate reason DR team 
members serve.

“Our prayer has been that 
we serve others and act like 
children of God,” he said. 
“�e Holy Spirit gave us the 
boldness to share our faith. 

“You never know who 
needs you to be the one who 
listens to them and o�er 
encouragement through 
Christ,” he said. “Even if 
you don’t serve on a disaster 
relief team, remember God 
can use you, and if you feel 
led to tell others about Jesus,  
do so.”

Elaine Crawford, who 
served alongside her hus-
band, Steve, as members of 
the Oklahoma DR team, led 
three individuals to Christ. 
�e most memorable mo-
ment was when she evan-
gelized a young man who 
recently was released from 
prison.

“I felt an overwhelming 
presence of the Holy Spirit as 
I was talking with him and 
prayed with him as he turned 
to Jesus,” said Crawford, a 
member with Sobol Baptist 
Church. “During our time 
there, it was evident that 
people were open and that 

the harvest was plentiful.
“Jesus has sent us as his 

missionaries,” she said. “He 
sends us to do the work that 
needs to be done, whether 
it’s in a disaster or down the 
street in our own communi-
ties. I’m just proud to be a 
part of an organization that is 
so much bigger than me.”

Francine made landfall as 
a Category 2 storm, Sept. 11, 
in Terrebonne Parish, about 
30 miles southwest of Mor-
gan City, according to the 
National Hurricane Center, 

and weakened to a Category 
1 hurricane two hours after it 
moved inland.

�e National Weather 
Service reported that 4-9 
inches of rain had fallen 
across southeast Louisiana 
between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m., 
Sept. 11, prompting flash 
flood warnings to be issued 
for many areas. Recorded 
wind gusts include 97 mph 
in Dulac and 105 mph on Eu-
gene Island. Nearly 400,000 
customers in Louisiana were 
in the dark at one time
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love with children, their 
mothers and countless 
others around the state. 
�e Legacy Room inside 
the Rucker-Austin Cen-
ter features a chronologi-
cal timeline of events and 
artifacts from its history.

In coming months, the 
LBCHFM will dedicate 
the Compassion Center, 
which will serve up to 
25,000 impoverished chil-
dren and their families 
each year. �e regional 
center, still under con-
struction, will provide 
weekend food backpacks 
and school supplies for 
children, a baby store for 
infants and toddlers and 
support for foster care 
families. �e center also 
will provide space for a 
mission church, resources 
for existing compassion 
ministries and establish-
ment of new church-
based compassion works.

He encouraged board 
members to become in-
volved with the Connect-
1Child foster care and 
adoption network, which 

in early September held 
a statewide conference at 
Calvary Baptist Church, 
Alexandria, for current 
and prospective adoption 
and foster care advocates 
along with church lead-
ers and sta�.

Hancock closed his 
report by sharing that in 
2024 the entity minis-
tered to more than 8,000 
children, families and 
individuals in need. He 
explained that the entity 
continues to reach others 
with the Gospel through 
Granberry Counseling 
Centers, a residential 
program for ministers, 
a partnership with a 
Haitian children’s vil-
lage built by Louisiana 
Baptist and its campus in 
Monroe, and a women’s 
learning center.

“Every Sunday, when 
you give to the Coop-
erative Program, you're 
helping all of those 
ministries and all those 
children because you’re 
providing love and care,” 
Hancock said. “It’s the 

hope in Christ that is 
making a di�erence.”

Louisiana Christian 
University Acting Presi-
dent David Je�reys said 
the fall semester is o� to 
a “smooth” start.

He updated board 
members on the presi-
dential search, sharing 
that a search firm and the 
search committee soon 
will look at resumes, 
with the goal of having 
a recommendation by 
February.

Recently, Je�reys, 
other school leaders 
and trustees traveled 
throughout the state for 
town hall meetings to 
meet with alumni, pas-
tors and others to field 
questions and update 
them on the presidential 
search and other happen-
ings at the school.

He thanked board 
members for their sup-
port through the Co-
operative Program and 
asked them to encourage 
prospective students to 
visit campus.

“Point students and 
parents in our direction,” 
he said. “�at’s one of the 
simplest things we can 
ask of you.”

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Louisiana Baptist Con-
vention President David 
Goza (pastor, Je�erson 
Baptist Church, Baton 
Rouge) challenged board 
members to fight against 
Satan and his evil forces.

“We have a fight that 
we are required to be 
engaged in,” Goza said. 

“But we have to learn to 
fight well.”

Drawing from 1 Timo-
thy 1:18-20, Goza said 
Christ followers must 
take the Gospel to the 
unbelieving world and 
fight with prayer. 

“All these ministries 
highlighted today are for 
the purpose of winning 
souls in the Kingdom 
of Christ,” he said. “We 
need to pray, be a people 
of evangelism, stand on 
the Word of God and 
point people to the truth 
of God’s Word.”

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) — In order for a 
church to be represented 
during the business por-
tions of the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention, 
which will be hosted, 
Nov. 12, by Broadmoor 
Baptist Church, Shreve-
port, the congrega-
tion will need to elect 
messenger(s), who then 
must register and be cer-
tified by the Committee 
on Credentials.

LBC Credentials 
Committee Chairman 
Dale Sauls, minister 
to senior adults with 
First Baptist Church, 
Blanchard, noted to the 
Baptist Message that 
there are five ways for 
messengers to register 
and be approved:

— �e first and sim-
plest way is for messen-
gers to pre-register using 
www.LaOne.org and 
print out the registration 
card to bring to the an-
nual meeting. �is way 
allows messengers to be 
certified within a matter 
of minutes, Sauls said.

— Second, a messen-
ger may bring a note on 
o�cial letterhead signed 
by the pastor or church 
clerk, stating that the 
individual was elected 
by the congregation.

— �ird, a church 
o�cer can phone in the 
names of elected mes-
sengers.

— Fourth, a person 

Credentials Committee: 
Messengers must register 
for annual meeting

can be vouchsafed as a 
duly elected messenger 
by a fellow registered 
church member.

— Finally, when there 
are no other means 
by which to validate a 
person, the Committee 
on Credentials may be 
called into session to 
rule on the registration 
request.

Sauls emphasized that 
pastors are not auto-
matically registered as 
messengers, explaining 
that they must follow 
the same procedure as 
other messengers to 
participate in the busi-
ness discussions and of-
ficial votes of the annual 
meeting.

Pre-registration 
letters were mailed or 
emailed by Sept. 18. 
Please use the provid-
ed login information 
to pre-register your 
messengers at www.
LaOne. org.

If you have not re-
ceived your letter, or 
if you have questions 
about the process, 
please contact LBC In-
formation Services by 
email (Messengers@
LouisianaBaptists.org) 
or phone (318.448.3402, 
ext. 242).

Registration and 
credentials representa-
tives will be available 
on site to assist mes-
sengers on Monday, 
Nov. 11, 1-7 p.m. and 
on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 8 
a.m.-3 p.m.
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ally special thing for 
everyone who has ever 
been a part of our church,” 
Ulmer said. “People just 
would stare at it and remi-
nisce on their time at the 
church.”

Church treasurer Bill 
Beasley said he has been 
blessed to see God use the 
church during his time as a 
member.

“Ferriday has seen a lot 
of changes in my lifetime, 
and in the past 100 years. 
But one thing has re-
mained constant,” Beasley 

said. “�e Word of God 
has been preached without 
compromise for the past 
100 years at Ferriday First 
Baptist Church. God is 
great.”

FBCF was founded after 
Dale Goodman, a Louisi-
ana College student and 
pastor, had a strong desire 
to do mission work in the 
community. Soon after he 
began preaching, a revival 
service was held, and the 
church was formed on 
Sept. 14, 1924.

�rough the years, the 

church survived the Great 
Flood of 1927 that left its 
mark on the original struc-
ture, which is still visible 
today, as well as the Great 
Depression, World War II 
and the coronavirus pan-
demic. �e congregation 
also completed multiple 
building additions on the 
property; and, most im-
portantly, has baptized ore 
than 1,600 since it began.

“�e church has a won-
derful history and with 
God the future is filled 
with the hope of Christ,” 
Ulmer said.

plans to retire anytime 
soon, and that he and the 
congregation are all in 
about reaching the com-
munity and making dis-
ciples.

“My prayer is that we 
work even harder to reach 

folks outside these walls, 
and especially that God 
would continue to give us 
a burning in our hearts for 
witnessing to the young 
people, young adults in 
Slaughter.”

Wicker from page 10

TIOGA, La. (LBM) – 
Faith Baptist Church will 
host a hymn sing, Oct. 27 
at 6 p.m., to bring to-
gether central Louisiana 
churches for a time of 
joint worship.

�e hymn sing will 
include reading of scrip-
ture, prayer and sing-
ing of hymns under the 
direction of Kevin Boles, 
a chaplain with Passages 
Hospice in Alexandria 
and bivocational pastor 

Cenla Hymn Sing scheduled for Oct. 27
with Lone Star Baptist 
Church in Hineston.

“�ere’s something 
special that happens 
when a roomful of com-
mitted believers sing 
familiar songs of praise 

to God,” Faith Baptist 
Church Pastor Clark 
Palmer told the Baptist 
Message. “�e sound fills 
the room and the wor-
ship fills the heart. I love 
these gatherings.”
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-
man, Mississippi 39355  Melton 
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years 
experience, Family-Owned 
and Operated. Variety of fab-
rics available. Work done on-
site. All Work Guaranteed. Call 
for estimates: 601.776.6617. 
If remodeling your sanctuary, 
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

1x6 t&g western wood, $.69 
lft/$.59 by the bundle.  1x10 
western cedar $1.99 lft/$1.59 
by the bundle.  Waterproof 
worry proof spc �ooring 
starting @ $1.59 sqft. Call Ace 
Hardware at 318.757.8482 for 
more information.

EARNEST LITTLE available 
for supply and interim in 
the Central Louisiana area.  
Please call 318.663.2770.

Call Advertising Direc-
tor Rhonda Havens at 
318.449.4351 to place your 
ads.

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com
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Answer to September 26, Scripture Crypto:

The Song of Solomon two:twelve

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To �nd out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is di�erent. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 

A = U;  H = P

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Baptist Message pro-
vides churches an opportunity to share with 
other Louisiana Baptists an upcoming revival, 
homecoming, new pastor, new sta� mem-
ber, a community outreach, or a concert in 
Louisiana Notables. To place your event in 
the paper, send your information (who, 
what, where, when, time) to philip@bap-
tistmessage.com or call 318.449.4345. 
Please submit your information four 
weeks prior to the event to insure place-
ment in the Message.

ON THE MOVE

n Chris, wife Jasmine, Culpepper is the new 
music minister at Eastwood Baptist Church 
from Longwood, Fl.

nBen Martinson is the new youth minister at 
Vivian First Baptist Church.

nCharlie, (wife April) Miller is the new pastor 
at Woodland Hills Baptist Church.

nBobby Rodrigue, pastor of Belle River Bap-
tist Church, passed away suddenly on Septem-
ber 14.

HOMECOMING/ANNIVERSIES

n Bayou Macon Baptist Church, Gilbert: 
Homecoming, October 13, Evangelist: Waylon 
Tibbs. A �sh fry will follow the worship service. 
Pastor: Larry Russell.

n Pine Grove Community Church, Bastrop: 
Homecoming, October 13, 10:30 a.m. Special 
Music: Louisiana Melody Boys. Pastor: James 
Mo�t.

nFirst Baptist Church, Folsom: Homecoming, 
October 13, 9 a.m.- noon; 9 a.m. Fellowship; 
9:30 a.m. Singing and 10:45 a.m. Music: Je� 
Brazell leads the music. Speaker: Nathan Van-
Horn. Pastor: Will Robbins.

n New Prospect Baptist Church, Dry Prong: 
100th anniversary, October 13, 9:30 a.m. Mu-
sical Guest: Southern Plainsmen of Hornbeck. 
Pastor: Trey Lewis.

nBrushy Creek Baptist Church, Merryville: 
150th Anniversary, October 13, 11 a.m. Guest 
Speaker: Lewis King. Dinner on the grounds 
will follow the worship service. Pastor: Chris-
topher Streams.

nGreenacres Baptist Church, Bastrop: 74th 
Anniversary, October 27, 10 a.m. Lunch will 
follow the worship service. Pastor: Danny 
Hawthorne.

nRiverview Baptist Church, Alexandria: 
Homecoming, November 17, 9:30 a.m. Special 
Speaker: Paul Roney (former pastor). Special 
Music: John Simmons. Pastor: David Newton.

REVIVAL

n New Beulah Baptist Church, Hammond: 
Revival, October 13-16, 11 a.m. (Sunday morn-
ing) 6 p.m. (each evening). Evangelist: Bill 
Britt. Music leader: John Deris. Pastor: Leslie 
Fogleman.

n Gloster Baptist Church, Gloster: Revival, 
Nov. 3, 10:30 p.m.; Monday-Wednesday, 6:30 
p.m. nightly. Evangelist: Leland Crawford; 
Music Ben Waites, Cad Tingle and Scotty Black-
well. Pastor: None 

n First Baptist Church, Starks: Revival, No-
vember 3-6, 6:30 p.m. nightly. Evangelist: 
Mike Courtney. Special Music: Mackey & Gale 
Willis. Pastor: 

nAimoch Baptist Church, Olla: Revival, No-
vember 3-6, Sunday 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.; 
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Monday-Wednesday 6:30 p.m. nightly. Evan-
gelist: Todd Allen. Music: the Allen Family. Pas-
tor: Bobby McGuire.

n Fellowship Baptist Church, Trout: Revival. 
November 7-9. Evangelist: Malcolm Ellis. Pas-
tor: Shad Tibbs.

nRescue Community Church, West Monroe: 
Fall Revival, November 10-13. Evangelist: Bill 
Britt. Pastor: Russell Caldwell.

n First Baptist Church, Robeline: Revival, No-
vember 10-17, Evangelist: Sam Moore. Pastor: 
Brian Ray.

n Antioch Baptist Church, Farmerville: Re-
vival, November 30-December 1. Evangelist: 
Bill Britt. Pastor: Rubin Weaver.

LAGNIAPPE

n Trinity Baptist Church, Shreveport: South-
ern Plainsmen in Concert, October 12, 4-6 p.m. 
Recreation Center. Cost is $20 and will include 
a meal. Call the church o�ce (318.221.2695 for 
more information. Pastor: Scott Teutsch.

n Ashland Baptist Church, Ashland: Jonathan 
Bonds in concert, October 13, 6 p.m. A love of-
fering will be taken. Pastor: Danny Slack.

n Lakeview Baptist Church, Shreveport: Bill 
& Vicki Sky in concert, October 16, 5:30 p.m. 
A love o�ering will be taken. Pastor: William 
Valentine.

nUnion Springs Baptist Church, Converse: 
Southern Plainsman gospel quartet in concert, 
October 19, 6 p.m. All are invited. A love o�er-
ing will be taken. Pastor: Ronnie Osborne.

nAlto Baptist Church, Alto: “HEAL OUR LAND” 
Ladies Conference and Luncheon,  October 19, 
10:30-12:30.  Guest Speaker: Dianne Abraham.  
RSVP by texting 318-355-2453. Pastor: Alan 
Miller.  

nMt. Calvary Baptist, Independence: Greg 
Sullivan Ministries in concert with 4Calvary 
Quartet, October 20, 10:30 a.m. Pastor: Chris 
Hoyt.

nBeulah Baptist Church, Oak Grove: 11th Hour 
in Concert, October 20, 11 a.m. Pastor: Kenneth 
Herring.

n Lighthouse Baptist Church, Independence: 
Greg Sullivan Ministries in concert with 4Cal-
vary Quartet, October 20, 6 p.m. Pastor: Gene 
Hoyt.

nUniversity Baptist Church, Thibodaux: Hal-
lelujah on the Hill, October 22, 6-8 p.m. Join 
us for a night of spiritual refreshment featur-
ing live music and speakers. Please bring your 
lawn chairs and blankets. The event takes place 
Adley Landry Water Reservoir Thibodaux (next 
to the Warren Harang Jr. Municipal Audito-
rium). Pastor: J.P. Cox.

n First Baptist Church, Anacoco: Rhett Walker: 
Days that we dreamed of tour, October 23, 7 
p.m. Pastor: Chad King.

n New Prospect Baptist Church, Dry Prong: 
Second Annual Taste of Louisiana Cook-o� and 
Fall Festival, October 26, 11 a.m. – 1 p.m., at the 
New Prospect Community Park, 111 Prospect 
Church Road, Dry Prong. It is free to enter and 
free to taste. There will be a prayer walk (park 
walking trail) Great Faith Riders Prayer Ride, La 
Food, Trunk or Treat, music, family fun and tail-
gate games and Lagniappe Dessert Shop. All 
donations will go to support Grant Faith Riders 
Ministry and Star�sh Ministries. Prizes include: 
“People Choice (Louisiana dish)’ Best tailgate 
and Best Trunk or Treat. For more informa-
tion, contact Pastor Trey Lewis (318.640.9712; 
Jackson Cooper 318. 623.2150 (brotherhood); 
Kimberly Roberts 318.308.3858; Beth Wilkins 

318. 318.541.5350 (children’s department); 
Jimmy Crabtree 318.729.4058 (music). Pas-
tor: Trey Lewis.

nFirst Baptist Church, Jennings: 11th annual 
Pumpkin Patch Family Day, October 26. Pas-
tor: Eric Sonnier.

n Maplewood Baptist Church, Sulphur: Fall 
Fest, October 26, 2-4 p.m. There will be food, 
music, games and much more. Pastor:  Jeremy 
Blocker.
Houston River Baptist Church, Sulphur: Fall 
Fest, October 26, 4-6 p.m. Pastor:

nSwartz Community Carnival, October 
27, 4-6 p.m. The event will be held at East 
Ouachita Middle School. There will be free 
entry, food trucks, games, jumpers and Trunk 
R Treat. The event is sponsored by Loch Arbor 
Baptist, Rowland Road Baptist and Swartz 
First Baptist.

nBedico Baptist Church Trunk or Treat, Fall 
Fest, and Gumbo Cooko�! Sunday, October 27 
/ 4:30-6:00.for an evening of fall fun with lots 
of activities for the whole family! We need lots 
of volunteers and candy donations. https://
www.fbcmandeville.org/event/fall-fest/. 
Pastor: Ronny Cooksey.

nFirst Baptist Church, Luling: Trunk or Treat, 
October 27, 4-6 p.m. There will be cars, candy 
and community plus face painting, candy, 
games and photos. Pastor: Cody Cunningham.

nBayou Vista Baptist Church, Morgan City: 
Fall Festival, October 27, 4-6 p.m. There will 
be plenty of candy, food, fellowship and fun. 
Come join us.

nFirst Baptist Church, New Orleans: Fall Fes-
tival, October 27, 4-6 p.m. There will be huge 
in�atables for kids of all ages to bounce and 
play; face painting stations; delicious cotton 
candy and refreshing snowballs for sweet 
treats; free food for everyone to enjoy; car-
nival games with fun challenges and candy 
prizes. There will also be a small pumpkin 

patch. Pastor: Chad Gilbert.

n Marlow Baptist Church, Leesville: Trunk 
or Treat, October 27, 4-7 p.m. There will be 
plenty of food, games and treats. Pastor: Matt 
Marler.

n Open Door Baptist Church, Ragley: Trunk 
or Treat, October 27, 5-8 p.m. Free admission. 
Join us for a sweet family fun event. There will 
be candy, games, cake walk, jumps and food. 
Pastor: James Blakenship.

nEsler Baptist Church, Pineville: Trunk or Treat, 
October 27, 4-6 p.m. Pastor: Joshua Timothy.

nSwartz Community Carnival, October 27, 4-6 
p.m. The event will be held at East Ouachita 
Middle School. There will be free entry, food 
trucks, games, jumpers and Trunk R Treat. The 
event is sponsored by Loch Arbor Baptist, Row-
land Road Baptist and Swartz First Baptist.

nAgape Baptist Church, Denham Springs: 
Church Fall Fest, October 13, 4-7 p.m. There 
will be Trunk or Treat, a silent auction, game 
and in�atables, and food vendors. Pastor: 

nTown of Many Fall Festival, Naby: Fall Festi-
val, October 19 3-7 p.m. First Baptist will have 
a kids pumpkin painting and a family photo 
booth. Pastor:

nWest Baptist Church, Ponchatoula: West 
Fest, a free community event, October 20, 5-8 
p.m. There will be Kiddie Train, hayride Pet-
ting zoo, Festival games, in�atables, Caramel 
apples, popcorn and trunk or treat.

nHargis Baptist Church, XXXXX: Miles Pike in 
concert, October 20, 6 p.m. A love o�ering will 
be taken. Pastor:

nBedico Baptist Church, Ponchatoula: Trunk 
or Treat, Fall Fest, and Gumbo Cooko�, October 
27, 4:30-6 p.m. Pastor: Jonathan Gers.

nSearcy Baptist Church, Trout: Fall Festival, 
October 27, 5 p.m. There will be trunks, games, 
candy, cake walk, face painting and family fun. 
Pastor: Steve Jenson.

nRocky Springs Baptist Church, Lisbon: Trunk 

or Teart, October 27, 6 p.m. The community is 
invited to attend a Trunk or Treat. There will be 
a cake walk, free hot dogs and a costume con-
test. Pastor: Chris Stephens.

n First Baptist Church, Zwolle: Trunk or Treat 
for Halloween, October 31 in the church park-
ing lot, Come and participate in this fun time 
for our youth and children in the community. 
Pastor: Marty Williams.

n First Baptist Church, DeRidder: Eat before 
you treat, October 31, 5-7 p.m. (or until we run 
out of food). Come enjoy a free dinner before 
you head out to Trick-or-Treat. The meal will 
consist of chili, Fritos or crackers, cornbread, 
grilled cheese sandwiches, dessert and a drink. 
Pastor: Steve Graves.

nFirst Baptist Church, Mangham: Trunk or 
Treat, October 31. We will be setting up at 
Mangham High School for the festivities. 
For more information, call the church o�ce 
(318.248.2634). Pastor: Rick Aultman.

nFirst Baptist Church, Moss Bu�: Light the 
Blu� October 31, 6-8 p.m. Pastor: Bryan Carter.

nCook Baptist Church, Ruston: Fall Festival. 
October 31, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Pastor: Joseph 
Fowler.

nSale Street Baptist Church, Lake Charles: 
Trunk or Treat, October 31, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Pas-
tor: Drew Mills.

nNew Chapel Hill Baptist Church, West Mon-
roe: Fall Festival, October 31, 6-8 p.m. There 
will be a cake walk, coke toss, and concessions. 
Pastor: Marty Black.

nFirst Baptist Church, Bunkie: Trunk or Treat, 
October 31, 5:30-7:30 p.m. There will be lots 
of candy and games, plus two bicycles will be 
given away (you must be present to win). Pas-
tor: Phillip Boone.

n University Baptist Church, Thibodaux: Fall 
Fest, October 31, 6-8 p.m. There will be food, 
fun, games, jump houses, harvest maze, Trunk-
R-Treat, hayride, petting zoo. Pastor: J.P. Cox.
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