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By WIll Hall that the number of bap- doubles the 1,060 addi- almost 26 percent in 2023 also occur with the launch
Message executive editor  tisms performed by Louisi-  tional baptisms reported and about 16 percent in of a soul winning emphasis
ana Baptist congregations  in 2022 (6,600), whichwas 2022, by Louisiana Baptists that
ALEXANDRIA, La. jumped to 8,770 iIn 2023, a  an 18.8 percent rise above The soaring LBC mum-  was announced preced-
(LBM) — Recently released  surge of 2,080 more ba 2021 (5,630). bers coincide with what ing the 2023 SBC Annual
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the Annual Church Profile  the numbers for 2022. Comwention also reported  “rebound” from the CO-
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(Left to right] Josiah Jones won the
national Pinewocod Derby. Clint
Pressleywas elected SBC president.
Messengers cast ballots on the Law
Amendment

Southern Baptists conduct business, enjoy fellowship, share the Gospel

By Staff
Louisiana Baptist Message

INDIANAPOLIS {LBM) — Here
hlights from the 2024

are the hig

WOINan pastors) Last year, in New Orleans, 80 permajority of messengers in two
Messengers cast 5,000 ballots percent of messengers approved consecutive annual meetings.

in favor (6145 percent) of the Law  the measure to ban women pas- Disfellowshipped (legacy

Amendment and 3,909 against TOTs. Virginia congregation)

{38.38 percent). However, the ma-

However, failing in 2024 means

: jority fell short of the two-thirds  the issue is dead for now because
SBC Annual MMME'JE'E; A (6667 percent) threshold needed  any constitutional amendment
Law Amendment (ban on to amend the SBC Constitution.  needs to be passed by the su-

Nearly 92 percent (6,750) of
ballots sustained the Credentials

See ROUNDUP, page 7

SOUTHERN BAPTISTS CONDUCT BUSINESS, ENJOY FELLOWSHIP. SHARE GOSPEL Crﬂssover welds 185 demsmns f[]r ChﬂSt

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

INDIANAPOLIS (LBM)
— A variety of evangelis-

tic efforts preceding the
Southern Baptist Conven

tion Annual Meeting

duced saving lmnwhfge of

Jasus in 185 new believers.
According to the North

American Mission Board,

44 churches in the India-

napolis area participated

in Crossover, which took
place June 3-8 in the city.
The events had 1,460 vol-
unteers who shared the

Gospel with 5,393 people.
cee CROSSOVER, page B
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Knuckles grateful for God's faithfulness after brain surgery
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By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

DERIDDER, La. (LBM)

— Alan Knuckles was a
year into his first pastorate
after retiring as a direc-
tor of missions when he
sustained an injury that
forever changed his world.
But he was reminded of
God'’s goodness by the love

that was shown to him by
Louisiana Baptists from
across the state.

Knuckles, on August 20,
2019, had just attended a
meeting in the Louisiana
Baptist Building, Alex-
andria, when he fell and
injured his head in the
parking lot. An ambulance
transported him to Rapides
Regional Medical Center,

THE [3/ES])f FIREWORKS IN CENTRAL LOUISIANA

ithgds

Freedom sMusie Fesg,

JUNE 30th

POINT ¥

where doctors determined
he needed surgery to re-
move a tumor in the brain.

In the ensuing months,
Knuckles received prayers,
visits, calls and text mes-
sages that helped him per-
severe through the trials.

“I had great support
from people around the
state and can remember
people sitting with me in
the emergency room and
later in my private room,”
Knuckles told the Baptist
Message. “I can't tell you
the names of everyone
who was there to see me,
but I appreciate each and
every one of them so much
because they were a real
blessing to me.”

After physical rehabili-
tation, Knuckles continued
serving as pastor of Shiloh
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Baptist Church, DeRidder,
faithfully teaching through
Facebook videos while

the congregation was not
meeting in person due to
the pandemic. He resigned
in the summer of 2020,
and now he and his wife,
Helen, are members of Dry
Creek Baptist Church.

Knuckles said his time
as a pastor and director of
missions were a blessing.

“I did everything I
could to encourage the
pastors and to be there for
them,” said Knuckles, who
was honored in November
as a 2023 Louisiana Bi-Vo-
cational Pastor and Retiree
of the Year. “T put a lot of
miles on a vehicle as I vis-
ited the pastors as director
of missions. I tried to have
strong relationships with
them.”

A native of Atlanta,
Georgia, Knuckles grew
up in Southern Baptist
churches but did not ac-
cept Christ until he was
24 while attending a Billy
Graham Crusade in Ra-
leigh, North Carolina.
Shortly after, he felt the
call to ministry and en-

See KNUCKLES, page 16
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LOUISIANANEWS

FBC Baton Rouge to celebrate 150th anniversary

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

BATON ROUGE, La.
(LBM) — First Baptist
Church, Baton Rouge, has
a series of scheduled events
to coincide with a 150th
anniversary that will give
members a chance to re-
member their storied past
as well as look to a hopeful
future.

“First Baptist Church
Baton Rouge has stood
as a beacon of faith, hope
and love for a century
and a half,” FBCBR Music
Minister Christian Vige
told the Baptist Message.
“This milestone is not just
a marker of time, but a
celebration of countless
lives transformed, hearts
touched and communities
served. It’s a time to reflect
on the rich history of the
church, honoring those
who laid the foundation of
faith and those who have
continued to build upon it.
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“The sesquicenten-
nial anniversary provides
a unique opportunity to
reflect on the church's
journey and renew our
commitment to the mis-
sion and vision that God
has placed before us for
the future,” he added. “As
we look back on the past
150 years, we are reminded
of the countless ways God
has worked through our
church to spread His love
and message.”

EVENTS

The church will kick off
its anniversary with “Stars,
Stripes and Sounds: A
Patriotic Musical Celebra-
tion” July 4 at 7 p.m. The
event will honor the coun-
try’s heritage, faith and
freedom through music
and dancers from the Ba-
ton Rouge Ballet Theater.
Afterward, those in atten-
dance will be able to head
to the Mississippi River
front near the church for a

Louisiana Christian University is a Cluwﬁmw
community committed to academic excelfence
where students are }

leading, & serving.

.

for lives of learning,

city-wide fireworks dis-
play.

The following month,
FBCBR will host its second
Gathered Voices concert.
Scheduled for Aug. 17 at
6:30 p.m., the evening will
feature a diverse and inter-
active worship experience
blending liturgical and
Gospel choral music with a
background of singers and
orchestra players.

And on Sep. 29, the
church will wrap up its fes-
tivities with a sesquicen-
tennial 150th anniversary
celebration at 10 a.m. The
special service will feature
remarks from Louisiana
Baptist Executive Direc-
tor Steve Horn, music led
by a mass choir comprised
of past and present choir
members, full orchestra,
organist and responsive
readings.

REFLECTIONS

Long-time member
Monica Eskine was part of

the church when it com-
memorated 100 years of
ministry and is looking
forward to another grand
celebration this year.

“Here we are now 50
years later, and it's a big
privilege to be able to serve
and to show that First Bap-
tist Church is still a viable
part of the city,” she said.
“We can still be a shin-
ing light for God to show
Himself.

“A lot of contempo-
raries of mine were also
married in the church and
the people have such long-
time loyalty to First Bap-
tist,” she continued. “Our
new pastor is going to be
a young influence on our
church. I think that First
Baptist is going to need to
be flexible and show that
we still have what God
wants for the city and that
we can grow and show
that Baton Rouge is still
going to be able to be a
witness for God.”

Bob Reeves, another

long-time member, said he
is looking forward to how

God will use FBCBR in its

150th year and beyond.

“Many of the members
have been here a long time
and they are dedicated
to seeing the church be a
beacon to the community
both in downtown and
other parts of the city,”
he said. “So, I'm confident
we're in God’s will and are
excited about what's going
to happen.”

FBCBR was founded in
1874 after 18 members met
in a rented hall off what
is known today as Fourth
Street in Baton Rouge.
Since then, the church
has been led by 22 pastors,
started 29 mission church-
es, relocated to its current
location, completed several
building additions on the
property, helped construct
the Baptist Student Center
at Louisiana State Univer-
sity and, most importantly,

See ANNIVERSARY, page 11
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Alabama native Ingram retiring to Mississippi after 16 years of Louisiana ministry

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — For the past 16
years, Jeff Ingram has trav-
eled the state helping Loui-
siana Baptist congregations
discover how to better carry
out the God-given mandate
to make disciples.

Ingram, who is set to
retire June 30 from the Evan-
gelism and Church Grown

team, told the Baptist Mes-
sage he is thankful for having
had the opportunity “to
serve the churches.”

“I really value the rela-
tionships I've had through
the years with our LBC staff,
but also with associational
mission strategists, pastors,
church staff and lay leaders,”
he said. “Just ‘thank you’
for the opportunity to get to
know you, to work with you
and to see how God is work-

ing through Louisiana
Baptists to reach and
minister to the people
in their communi-
ties.”

CALLED TO SERVE

a home where church
attendance was a priority,
but during his teen years he
became less engaged. After
he graduated high school and

Ingram grew up in  Jeff Ingram

made his relationship
with Christ personal.
During the next
39 years, Ingram
devoted himself to
vocational Christian
ministry and served
the Lord through
several congrega-
tions: youth minister,
Agricola Baptist (1984-1986);
minister of youth, First
Baptist Church, Sanford,
Florida (1986-1988); minister

Service the way
it used to be.

The technology
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We began Red River Bank with a vision. We believed
a bank should be putting down roots as it’s building
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communities can count on.
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of education, youth minis-
ter, children’s minister and
senior adult minister, First
Baptist Church, Wiggins,
Mississippi (1988-1996); min-
ister of education, Highland
Baptist Church, Vicksburg,
Mississippi (1996-2000);
and minister of adults, First
Baptist Church, Brandon,
Mississippi (2000-2008).

began attending the Uni-
versity of South Alabama,
he felt the need to join the
Baptist Student Union and
attend Spring Hill Baptist
Church, Mobile, Alabama, he
said.

However, it was during
a revival service at Agricola
Baptist Church, Lucedale,
Mississippi, that Ingram

www.evangelistsammoore.org

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist. He has the gift
of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available
for Revivals, Crusades, Harvest Days, and Wild Game
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Sam Moore, Evangelistic Ministries

In 2008, Ingram accepted
the call to join Louisiana
Baptists as the adult ministry
strategist. Ten years later,
he took on the added role of
church administration strate-
gist.

During his time on the
state mission services team,
Ingram served churches
through coordinating Sun-
day school and discipleship
training events that ranged
from one-to-one meetings
to large group events with
several hundred attendees.

“Over these past 16 years
that I've been here I have
thoroughly enjoyed working
with the different churches
around the state,” Ingram
said. “Louisiana is a very
interesting state with great

See INGRAM, page 5
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Ingram from page 4

diversity. I've enjoyed get-
ting to know the pastors and
the church staff and the lay
leaders, leading adult Sunday
school meetings around the
state and meeting so many
different people. That’s been
a real joy and a fun part of
this position. Also, assisting
churches with senior adult
ministry and church admin-
istration topics has been
rewarding.

“T also am certainly
thankful for the people here
in the Baptist Building that
I've worked with, including
Keith Manuel, Catherine
Hall and the many others
who have given their sup-
port all these years.”

WORDS OF GRATITUDE

“Jeff Ingram embodies
the mission of the Execu-
tive Board of the Louisiana
Baptist Convention to seek
the lost, strengthen churches
and support our cooperative
missions and ministries,”
Louisiana Baptist Executive
Director Steve Horn said.
“Whether he was volun-
teering on a mission trip,
providing consultation to a
local church or fulfilling his
primary role on the Evan-
gelism and Church Growth
team, Jeff has always been
willing to say ‘yes.

“We are going to miss his
easy-going personality, dry
sense of humor and calm
demeanor,” he continued.
“We pray the very best for
Jeff and (his wife) Suzanne as
they transition into retire-
ment and find God’s calling
in this new season.”

Louisiana Baptist Evan-
gelism and Church Growth
team Leader Keith Manuel
added his appreciation for
Ingram’s service to churches.

“I am thankful for Dr.
Ingram’s unwavering dedica-
tion and tireless efforts to

Your

church family
18 profected

ROOFING

An Owens Corning PLATINUM Contractor

partner with and strength-
en our Baptist churches
throughout Louisiana,” he
said. “His commitment

to reaching and discipling
people, particularly senior
adults, has profoundly im-
pacted countless lives. Our
team is deeply grateful for
his compassionate leader-
ship and inspiring service.
We pray the days ahead are
just as fruitful for Jeff and
Suzanne as they transition
into this new phase of life.”

PRESSING ON

Moving forward, Ingram
anticipates spending more

www.hahnroofing.com

time with Suzanne as they
move to the Jackson, Mis-
sissippi, area, and travel-
ing to see their son, Lance,
daughter-in-law, Anna, and
granddaughter, Maggie,
who reside in Memphis,
Tennessee.

“T've enjoyed my time
in Louisiana, but I just
felt like it’s time for me to
slow down a little bit,” he
said. “This fall after we get
settled, I'd love to do some

supply work and perhaps
even do some interims in
churches.

“I'm very thankful for
my wife and the support
she’s given me through the
years of our marriage and
what she’s done in my min-
istry,” he continued. “Her
love and support have been
a key part in helping me
with my work through the
LBC and with churches in
Mississippi.”

presents

2% . % MD Promotions

&/

/M/?éfmﬁ@/z@

APPEARING A

RIVERVIEW BAPTIST
JULY 19, 2024 @ 7pm

8709 Hwy 1 South Alexandria, LA 71302
For more information
call 318.613.6505

A LOVE OFFERING WILL BE RECIEVED

ThelnspirationsQuartet.com

Your investment can make a direct impact on the Kingdom by
helping with the construction of a new church or ministry facility.

LOUISIANA
BAPTIST

Y

LBFinfo.org

FOUNDATION

contact@LBFinfo.org

*Rates are subject to change. The Louisiana Baptist Foundation is not soliciting funds but is
endorsing its ministry partner Church Finance Corporation in providing investments for individuals.

1.877.523.4636

Offering Circular:
churchfinancenm.org

info@churchfinancenm.org

%
Church Finance

1.877.841.1777

June 20, 2024 ® www.baptistmessage.com ® Louisiana Baptist Message




ANEWS

—

[ LOUISIAN

crossover from page one

Throughout the week-
end, efforts included block
parties, door-to-door
witnessing, compassion
projects and more evange-
listic events.

Sixty-five students and
professors from New Or-
leans Baptist Theological
Seminary, Southeastern
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Southern Baptist

Robin Cometetphoto  Theological Seminary
Jessica Bronson of Living World Baptist Church in Indianapolis prayed for and Southwestern Bap-
Wayne and Marty Miller as they waited in the food distribution line dur-  tist Theological Seminary
ing Crossover, June 9. participated in evangelism
classes each morning and
1 in the afternoon shared
the Gospel door-to-door
around the city.

NOBTS had the larg-
est group, with 20 NOBTS
and Leavell College stu-
dents and evangelism
professors Preston Nix
and Jeff Farmer. By the
end of the week, NOBTS
team knocked on 1,756

doors and. had 227 Gospel A New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary student shared the Gospel
conversations that resulted outside a home in Indianapolis. He was part of a larger group of students
in 33 decisions to follow from four seminaries who participated in a week of evangelism classes
Christ. and door-to-door witnessing in the city.

“Several of our students
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Preston Nix/NOBTS photo

We are seeking a FULL-TIME PASTOR. If you are
interested, please send your résumé and cover letter
to resumes@fellowshipbaptistchurchdubach.org

“While one team

—

=N = N A

cl

AT T ey

/N

AT
EEEEEEEEEEER

A2
EIE]

/'J-\_/’J-
EEEEEEEEEE

LT,

EE

—@
@

c|5

Redemption Church f‘?

62060 Hwy 434
Lacombe, LA 70445

-’\:\’;-’\‘:.C.-’\:e.(]
Q

Phone: 985.882.5682
info(@rclacombe.org
www.remindconference.org

TN

PASTORS'

AUGUST 12-13, 2024

www.remindconference.org

CONFERENCE

TSI,

,

AN

SUECES 7

/=

~ =

led their very first person
to faith in Christ and they
were thrilled,” NOBTS
Professor of Evangelism
and Evangelistic Preach-
ing Preston Nix told the
Baptist Message. “Now
that they have seen that

this evangelism professor.”

Among the most
memorable moments for
Nix was when a NOBTS
team led a mother and her
son and two daughters to
Christ at their home along
with another individual
nearby to a relationship
with Jesus.

AFFORDABLE BEACHSIDEVACATION CONDES

Orange Beach, Alabama 28
Rent direct from a Christian family.

member was leading the
mother to Christ, which
by the way was the first
person she has ever won
to Christ, another team

member shared with
her kids and led three of

0 % FEED Q  the Lord can use them to  them to Christ,” he said.
\ % SHEPHERD ( help bring people to salva- “Meanwhile, the third
ﬁ o FOLLOW ( tion, they will do it again.  team member engaged a
Mission accomplished by  guy working on a nearby

house when he was walk-
ing back to his work truck
parked in front of the
lady’s home. All of them
finished praying to receive
Christ at virtually the
same time and there was
great rejoicing in that In-
dianapolis front yard that
afternoon. Hallelujah.”

e
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President Emeritus
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ROU N DU P from page one

VanPayne/The Baptist Paper photo

FBC Alexandria Pastor Robert Stephens responded to the motion to un-
seat messengers from his congregation. He was given three minutes to
speak against the recommendation of the Credentials Committee.

Committee’s recom-
mendation to oust the his-
toric First Baptist Church,
Alexandria, Virginia. The
congregation, which has
a female pastor on staff,
was found not to “closely
identify” with the SBC.

The move comes a year
after messengers, dur-
ing the 2023 SBC Annual
Meeting, disfellowshipped
three churches who were
found to be “not in friend-
ly cooperation” with the
SBC: Saddleback Church,
Lake Forest, California

/

(three ordained women
pastors), Fern Creek
Baptist Church, Louis-
ville, Kentucky (female
senior pastor), and Free-
dom Church, Vero Beach,
Florida (mishandling of sex
abuse allegation).

ARITF recommendations

Two years after vot-
ing to form a task force to
investigate sexual abuse al-
legations in SBC churches,
messengers approved two
recommendations:

(1) expand a ministry
toolkit (to include a five-
step program to combat
sexual abuse: train, screen,
protect, report and care),
establish a ministry check
website and create a per-
manent home for abuse
prevention and response;
and

(2) assign the SBC EC to
finalize the structure and
funding to implement and
support these objectives,
and report back to messen-
gers next year.

Meanwhile, the ARITF
reported that after two
years the ministry check
website, sbcabusepreven-
tion.com, still has not been
populated with names of
known sexual offenders
connected to SBC church-

VanPayne/The Baptist Paper photo

GCR Evaluation Task Force Chair Jay Adkins, pastor, First Baptist Church,
Westwego, addressed messengers during the group’s report.

es. However, they told
messengers that around
100 past cases have been
investigated and the abuses
confirmed, so the perpetra-
tor’s names will be released
on the website once re-
maining insurance hurdles
are cleared.

VanPayne/The Baptist Paper photo

Members of the SBC Abuse Reform Implementation Task Force fielded questions

during a press conference in Indianapolis.
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GCR Evaluation Task Force

Messengers approved
six recommendations by
the six-person GCR Evalu-
ation Task Force (chaired
by Jay Adkins, pastor, First
Baptist Church, West-
wego) that was formed last
year to study and report
about the impact the 2010
Great Commission Task
Force recommendations
have had on “the effective-
ness of our North Ameri-
can Gospel mission effort
... and ... on the relation-
ships between SBC minis-
try partners.”

The GCR Evaluation
Task Force recommended
that the SBC:

(1) “cease using the

See ROUNDUP, page 8
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Roundup frompage 7

category of, and any
language related to ‘Great
Commission Giving™” in
favor of reaffirming “the
Cooperative Program as
the primary method of
giving for Southern Baptist
churches”;

(2) “restructure and
simplify the ACP in an
effort to effect more par-
ticipation from churches,
limiting the SBC requested
information to a total
number of 6 categories and
2 questions” (amended to
clarify that CP giving still
would be reported);

(3) request NAMB to
“conduct an annual survey
of the status of churches
planted, revitalized, or
otherwise assisted using
CP funds 10 years out from
their launch” to specifically
report: how many still
exist; how many remain
SBC connected via CP giv-
ing & ACP reporting; and
report this information to
messengers at each annual

meeting and publish the
data in the Book of Re-
ports;

(4) request the SBC EC
use its CP allocation to in-
crease IMB’s CP allocation
to 51 percent by 2026-27
(as voted by messengers in
2010);

(5) request the Southern
Baptist Historical Library
and Archives to index
the audio recordings of
the 2010 Great Commis-
sion Task Force meetings
to ready the materials for
“public access” by June
16, 2025, when a 15-year
embargo ends;

(6) request the SBC
EC to propose governing
document changes that re-
quire “entities, institutions,
committees, or commis-
sions of the Convention to
report on the action they
have taken on messenger
approved recommenda-
tions coming from spe-
cial work groups or task
forces” (including all such

VAN PAYE/THE BAPTIST PAPER photo

Messengers elected a slate of new SBC officers. Clint Pressley, president; Brad Graves, first vice president; Eddie
Lopez, second vice president; Don Currence, registration secretary; and Nathan Finn, recording secretary.

matters in the Book of
Reports).

ELECTIONS

Clint Pressley, pastor
of Hickory Grove Baptist
Church, Charlotte, North
Carolina, was elected SBC
president (from among
six candidates) after win-
ning a second runoff with
4,244 votes (56.12 percent)

to Tennessee Pastor Dan
Spencer’s 3,305 votes (43.71
percent).

In other office races,
messengers elected:

-- Brad Graves (pas-
tor, First Baptist Church
Ada, Oklahoma), first vice
president;

-- Eddie Lopez (pastor,
Hispanic ministry, First
Baptist Church, Forney,
Texas), second vice presi-

dent;

-- Don Currence (ad-
ministrative pastor, First
Baptist Church, Ozark,
Missouri), registration
secretary; and

-- Nathan Finn (provost,
North Greenville Universi-
ty, South Carolina), record-
ing secretary.

See ROUNDUP, page 9

Can God please save me today?

ACTUAL HERE FOR YOU RESPONSE

God is using your church to
reach people with His truth!

Your gifts through the Georgia Barnette Louisiana Missions
Offering and the Cooperative Program empower this effort

to creatively and consistently insert God's truth in hearts
and homes across Louisiana.

Visit LouisianaBaptists/hereforyou to discover how you can let your community know you're part of this effort.
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Roundup from page 8

MESSENGER COUNT

The annual meeting
drew 10,946 messengers,
including 310 from Loui-
siana.

Messenger counts for
other recent SBC annual
meetings:

-- 2023 (New Orleans),
12,737

-- 2022 (Anaheim, Cali-
fornia), 8,133

-- 2021 (Nashville, Ten-
nessee), 15,726

-- 2020 pandemic (no
annual meeting)

-- 2019 (Birmingham,
Alabama), 8,183

-- 2018 (Dallas, Texas),
9,632

HOWDY IN DALLAS for ‘25

Now that the 2024 An-
nual Meeting has con-
cluded, messengers will
prepare for next year’s
gathering of Southern
Baptists. The 2025 Annual
Meeting is scheduled June
10-11 in Dallas.

RESOLUTIONS SUMMARIES

-- On integrity in SBC
leadership (emphasizes
repentance and account-
ability for leaders who
commit a disqualifying
sin)

-- On Defending Religious
Liberty (opposes “any ef-
fort ... to establish Christi-
anity as the state religion
of the United States of
America”)

-- On Just War and the
Pursuit of Peace (restates
the “historic, Christian
principles” of “Just War
Theory”)

-- On Justice and Peace

in the Aftermath of the
October 7 attack on Israel
(condemns Hamas’ ter-
rorist attacks on Israel

as well as anti-Israel and
pro-Hamas activities on
university campuses)

-- On the Ethical Realities
of Reproductive Technol-
ogies and the Dignity of
the Human Embryo (ex-
presses concerns with in
vitro fertilization, which

assists couples with
reproduction but often
results in the “destruc-
tion” or “stockpiling” of
embryos which are not
implanted)

-- On the God-given
Rights and Responsi-
bilities of Parents (af-
firms “that parents are
the primary stewards of
and decision-makers for
their children, rather than
teachers, doctors, or the
state”)

-- On Evangelism and the
Great Commission (urges
Southern Baptists “to
make every effort ... to
share the [G]ospel mes-
sage”)

-- On Appreciation for
Indianapolis (expresses
gratitude to all those who
contributed to the 2024
SBC Annual Meeting and
related events).

Two additional resolu-
tions were not considered
because of time con-
straints:

-- On the Pro-life Ethic in
a Pro-Roe Society

-- On the Danger of
Abusing No-Disclosure
and Non-Disparagement
Agreements

We must go to the nearby towns, so that
| can tell the good news to those people

MARK 1:38 CEV

g%
—_—r\
9 ©

WEEK OF PRAYER

SEPT. 8-15, 2024

(GEORGIABARNETTE.ORG

' LOUISIANA
BAPTISTS

SUMMARY OF MOTIONS

Messengers adopted a
motion to unseat mem-
bers from the First Bap-
tist Church, Alexandria,
Virginia, (related to the
issue of a woman pastor on
staff).

They rejected a motion
to abolish the Ethics &
Religious Liberty Commis-
sion, another that would
have censured SBC leaders
for signing an amicus brief
that was considered harm-
ful to sexual abuse survi-
vors, and five more that
requested:

-- a BF&M 2000 review

-- fact-finding about the
Abuse Reform Implemen-
tation Task Force

-- elimination of earthly
pledges of allegiance dur-
ing SBC activities

-- examination of
NAMB’s legal matters
(2017-2024)

-- permission for ERLC
to raise funds from non-
SBC sources

Other motions were re-
ferred for entity responses:

SBC EC

-- improve SBC.net

-- include emerging re-
gions’ members on boards,
committees, etc.

-- reallocate all CP
funds from ERLC to IMB

-- add sexual abuse
awareness and prevention
ministry assignment to
ERLC, or create new entity
to do same

-- amend trustee qualifi-
cations

-- allow more time for
questions during entity
reports

-- add Nicene Creed to
BF&M 2000

-- affirm Apostles’,
Athanasian and Nicene
Creeds in BF&M 2000

-- require two-thirds
vote to amend BF&M 2000

-- revise Credential
Committee process (mes-
senger vote is final)

See ROUNDUP, page 12

CALLED TO
PREACH

NEW ORLEANS

BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

ANSWERING GOD'S CALL

G ————

LEARN MORE RDIEX (T
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Ba ptism from page one

in New Orleans.

In May 2023, LBC
Executive Director Steve
Horn shared with LBC
Executive Board mem-
bers his desire to restore
a “culture of evangelism”
among Louisiana Baptists.
His vision accompanied
the announcement of
Send Network Louisiana,
a church planting partner-
ship (launched in August
2023) with the SBC North
American Mission Board
that includes a God-sized
task to see His Kingdom
expanded in Louisiana by

one percent over the next
decade.

Researchers estimate
that 62.4 percent of
4,648,794 Louisianans are
lost (or, 2,789,276).

If successful, 28,875
Louisianans will be added
to the Kingdom through
231 new churches planted
in the state by 2033 (based
on each reaching 125
people with the Gospel).
These salvations will be in
addition to those recorded
by already established
Louisiana Baptist congre-
gations.

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE

“Three generations
of Galloway s serving
Louisiana Churches.”

Top 5 Churches in Baptisms - Worship between 1 and 75

Congregation Association TotalBap | Worship
Bogalusa Washington 42 60
Natchitoches Natchitoches 40 55
First, Baker William Wallace 37 26
Rescue Il, West Monroe Northeast Louisiana 24 65
First, Converse North Sabine 22 60
Top 5 Churches in Baptisms - Worship between 76 and 250

| Congregation Association TotalBap | Worship

First, Gilbert Deer Creek 78 150
Grace Community, lota Acadia 40 80
United Outreach, Shreveport Northwest Louisiana 38 175
Youngsville Community, Youngsville Evangeline 34 182
First, Leesville Vernon Baptist 32 181
Top 5 Churches in Baptisms - Worship greater than 250

Congregation Association TotalBap [ Worship
Celebration, Metairie New Orleans Baptist 395 4058
Cypress, Benton Northwest Louisiana 285 2020
Journey Church, Pineville Cenla 176 877
North Monroe, Monroe Northeast Louisiana 154 1882
Trinity, Lake Charles Carey 134 1513

REVIVE

SUMMIT

1>

JOIN THE NAMB REPLANT TEAM AND EVANGELINE BAPTIST ASSOCIATION FOR
A 2-DAY EVENT INCLUDING IN-DEPTH BIBLE STUDY, PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION TO
IMPROVE BIBLICAL PREACHING AND PROVEN STEPS TO RENEW YOUR CHURCH.

REGISTER NOW!

LouisianaBaptists.org/Revive

September 9-10 | Open Door Community Church, Lafayette
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Quitman Baptist RA wins national Pinewood Derby at SBC

. Which Bus Company has

. Which is the only Bus

3 Questions for
Church Bus
Buyers:

1 Answer:

Carpenter
Bus Sales

sold more buses and vans
to churches than any other
company in the country?

Doesn’t that
make it easy to
know who to
work with?

Company to offer a FREE

8 Year / Unlimited Mile
Body & Chassis Warranty
on all new buses and vans
sold to churches?

3. Which Bus Company has
the largest in-stock, ready-
to-deliver inventory of
buses and vans?

|

I BUS SALES

www.carpenterbus.com - 800-370-6180 - Nationwide Delivery

Giving Appreciated
Assets

Stocks

A gift of stock, mutual funds, or
other securities is a simple way
to make a significant impact on
the Kingdom.

||| | LOUISIANA LEGACY

@\ www.LBFinfo.org
@) contact@LBFinfo.org

&) 1-877-523-4636

America’s #1
Church Bus Dealer

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

INDIANAPOLIS (LBM)
— Josiah Jones, a fifth
grader from Quitman Bap-
tist Church, recently won
the national Royal Ambas-
sador Pinewood Derby in
the same city where the
famed Indianapolis 500 is
held each year.

Held June 9 prior to
the 2024 Southern Bap-
tist Convention Annual
Meeting, the race featured
eight finalists from around
the SBC who competed
inside the exhibit hall.
Jones, who won the Loui-
siana Baptist RA Congress
Pinewood Derby race in
March, expressed excite-
ment about coming in first
place on the national level,
and thanked Louisiana
Baptist Men’s Ministry
Strategist Stan Statham
and Southern Baptist
Woman'’s Missionary
Union consultant for RAs,
Challengers and Youth on

has seen thousands of
people come into a rela-
tionship with Christ.

The church, on June 16,
will welcome its 23rd pas-

GIVING * GATEWAY

ADVANCING THE M THROUGH THESE MINISTRIES

Churches

b LOUISIANA
' BAPTISTS

LOUISIANA
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION
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Josiah Jones

Mission Keith Gates (also
a member of First Baptist
Church, Winnsboro) for
coordinating the event.

“It was a unique and
fun experience,” Jones told
the Baptist Message. “I'm
thankful to my church,
Quitman Baptist; my
pastor, Brother Donald
Rudd; and my RA leader,
Corey Rowe, for making
this possible through RA
Congress.”

Anniversa ry from page 3

tor, Andrew Ogea. He is
the son of the church’s in-
terim pastor, Reggie Ogea.

Vige said the church’s
anniversary service will
serve as a memorial to
God’s unwavering provi-
dence, favor and guidance
and compared it to when
Joshua set up 12 stones
as a memorial to God for
leading the Israelites out of
the Jordan River, as told in
Joshua 4:21-24.

“Just as the Israelites
set up stones to remem-
ber God’s faithfulness, our
church’s 150th anniversary
will serve as a memorial to
God’s unwavering provi-
dence, favor, and guid-
ance,” he said. “As we cel-
ebrate this milestone, we
also will look ahead with
anticipation and faith.

The future of First Baptist
Church, Baton Rouge, is
filled with potential for
growth, outreach, and even
deeper community impact.
God’s work is not done,
and we are privileged to be
part of the unfolding story
He is writing in our church
and community.”



LOUISIANANEWS

SBC EC declines transparency motions

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

INDIANAPOLIS -
Leading up to the 2024
Southern Baptist Conven-
tion Annual Meeting, the
Executive Committee
declined to act on two
motions that called for
enhanced transparency in
the financial reports pro-
vided by Southern Baptist
entities.

Presented by mes-
sengers during the 2023
SBC Annual Meeting in

New Orleans, the motions
would have required Con-
vention entities to provide
Southern Baptists with
detailed information about
highly compensated indi-
viduals -- like other tax-
exempt organizations that
are mandated to submit
the Form 990 to the Inter-
nal Revenue Service.

The motions would not
have required entities to
submit Form 990 to the
IRS, but only provide the
detailed breakout informa-
tion about executive sala-

LACOSBE

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE OF SOUTHERN BAPTIST EVANGELISTS

ries to Southern Baptists.

Instead of requiring
such transparency, the EC
urged Convention enti-
ties to uphold all current
reporting standards and
promised to review the
Business and Financial
Plan “to determine ways
to enhance transparency
and clarity of reporting to
the Convention, and will
report its findings and
recommendations to the
messengers at the 2025
SBC Annual Meeting in
Dallas.”

Jeff lorg gave his first official re-
port to Southern Baptist messen-
gers as the Executive Committee
president and CEO.

ROUNDUP from page 9

Philip Robertson, pastor of Phila-
delphia Baptist Church, Deville,
was re-elected to a second term as
Executive Committee Chairman.

-- give timely access
to proposed resolutions

-- publish contact infor-
mation for entity trustees

on Form 990
- study effects of vac-

Use an evangelist for your next revival, crusade or harvest day event.

cine mandates on IMB
missionaries
- study elders and dea-

ahead of annual meeting
-- publish messenger
names on both sides of

-- require entities to
publish conflict of interest
policies

Go to www.lacoshe.org to find the right one.

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;

and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; nametags - l‘equil‘e greater fi- cons in local churches
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, -- publish all money nancial transparency by -- study how to minister
for the edifying of the body of Christ;" Ephesians 4:11-12 spent on legal matters entities to special needs commu-
(2021-24) -- require entities to nity

disclose all financial infor-
mation required by the IRS

See ROUNDUP, page 13

11950 Mildale Rd. Zachary, La. 70791
225.654. 8168

MILLDALE
Baptist Church

Love (,u(/ Sewe Othess 7(// Your ,\/Z(;rg/

Paige Patterson Tommy Kiker

Bob Pittman David Allen

LABOR DAY CONFERENCE
AUGUST 30 - SEPTEMBER 2

ABC KidS camp
oIy 15-18, 2024

R SN ERVEA ZOSF;J DT > FOr Children who are going +0 L*rs+. grade ill 6th
ROOM TODAY!

: --Kidz services & activitie COST: $195 ($40 depOsit due upon
Trailer - $65 (5-12) . =
A - Dorm - $50 registration).
B-Dorm - $25 “NUI’SGI’Y Available for TO REG‘ISTER G'o TO: hfr‘bpS:
&~ porm '$$22§ Bruce Headich Ben Wites all sessions //abccamp.com/abc-kids-camp-2024/
Rooms and RV hook-ups YOUR CONFERENCE HOST --STUDENT NIGHT

Jeremy Pruitt, host pastor,
Milldale Baptist Church
Zachary, La.

available on campus.

ACQQIAN BAPTIST CenTer, 1202 ACAdemy DI, EUNiCe, LA 70535
FO INFOrMation Call 3374579047 Or e-Mail abccampeabccampcom

Friday night followng the
service (youth & college)
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Baptisms mark launch of FBC
Moss Bluff's second campus

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

DERIDDER, La. (LBM)
— Sensing God’s call to
plant a church for several
years, Bubba Sharpton said
it was easy to say “yes’ in
June 2023 to an invitation
to become pastor of a sec-
ond campus of First Bap-
tist Church, Moss Bluff.

Ten months later, the
church’s second campus
celebrated its first ser-
vice, March 31, with four
baptisms and 420 people
packing the congregation’s
temporary home at the
Wooten Theater in DeRid-
der.

“We were overwhelmed
and humbled at the tangi-
ble joy and excitement ex-
perienced by all who were
able to join us,” Sharpton
told the Baptist Message.
“God exceeded our ex-
pectations and moved in a
powerful way through bap-
tism, song, and the sharing
of the Word.”

BACKGROUND

In 2020, Sharpton was
enjoying a career in the
chemical plant industry
when he and his wife,

Brandi, who were both
members of FBCMB at
the time, sensed that God
wanted them to get their
finances in order. As the
couple began to pay down
their home mortgage,
FBCMB staff conducted

a survey on the church’s
health and readiness to
take the “next step” in fol-
lowing God. Compiling the
inputs, a plan emerged to
plant a second campus in
DeRidder.

By early 2023, FBCMB
Pastor Bryan Carter be-
lieved Sharpton was the
man to lead the church’s
north campus. Sharpton
became a staff member
of the church, completed
North American Mission
Board church planting as-
sessment and assembled a
core team of 26 members
and a launch team of 75
members of FBCMB.

Together they began to
pray and dream about how
God could use them to
reach DeRidder.

After meeting in small
groups and for worship
services throughout March
2024, the first official ser-
vice finally took place on
Easter Sunday.

Carter said this has

COTTAGE PARENTS Needed in Monroe
(Full & Part-Time)

Please send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@Ibch.org or
LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

SOCIAL WORKERS Needed in Alexandria
and Baton Rouge (Full-Time)

Please send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@Ibch.org or
LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

CHRISTIAN COUNSELORS Needed in

Alexandria (part-Time) and Monroe (Full-Time)
Must be licensed as LPC, LMFT or LCSW.
Please send resume to: kathy@Ibch.org or Granberry
Counseling Centers, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

COTTAGE MANAGERS Needed in Monroe
(Part-Time)
Please send resume to: Jonann Byargeon at
jonann@Ibch.org or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

sor

LOUISIANA BAPTIST

WChildren’s Home

& FAMILY MINISTRIES

lbch.org

been a time of faith-build-
ing for the FBCMB congre-
gation.

“For our church, we
truly are embracing the
commands of Christ to
take the Gospel not only to
the ends of the earth, but
across the street and into
towns near Moss Bluff,”
Carter said. “Our heart
and our vision are to obey
God’s will and that has
included multiplication.

“It’s challenging but
exciting at the same time
to see how God has or-
chestrated this, and we get
to see His blessings come
from that obedience,” he
continued. “I'm so grateful
for a church that encour-
ages following God’s lead.”

FUTURE FORWARD

With the first month
See MOSS BLUFF, page 16

Roundup from page 13

-- study the feasibility of
remote participation in
annual meetings

-- enable remote
participation in annual
meetings

NAMB

-- submit to a forensic
audit

-- study the need for
Christian schools in im-
poverished or rural areas

-- study how churches
can be more evangelisti-
cally effective (baptisms)

IMB
-- study Philippine in-
digenous Baptist pastors

LIFEWAY
-- produce homeschool
curriculum and resources

ALL ENTITIES

-- do not use pro-LGBT
law firms

-- revise codes of conduct
regarding alcohol

-- do not promote Calvin-
ism / Reformed Theology

Meanwhile, eight mo-

New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary President Jamie Dew.

tions were ruled out of order
(investigate SBC response to
sexual abuse; ban politicians
from annual meetings dur-
ing election years; examine
NAMB court documents
since 2017; request resigna-
tion of ERLC president; af-
firm Nicene creed; set aside
prayer time during Pastors
Conference; prohibit CP
funds for entity personnel
to attend annual meetings as
messengers; require enti-
ties to release statements
of support for Israel).

NUGENT/\\/Z

AUDIO VIDEO

LIGHTING AUTOMATION

LOUISIANA’S CHOICE

FOR

Transforming churches

with tailored AV solutions,
including live streaming
and professional training
for your team.

192 Pinegrove Ave.
Pineville, LA 71360

844-4NUGENT
844-468-4368

nugentavi.com
sales@nugentavi.com
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STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East Quit-

man, Mississippi 39355 Melton
& Sandra Davis. 30-plus years
experience, Family-Owned
and Operated. Variety of fab-
rics available. Work done on-
site. All Work Guaranteed. Call
for estimates: 601.776.6617.
If remodeling your sanctuary,
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

1x6 t&g western wood, $.69
Ift/$.59 by the bundle. 1x10
western cedar $1.99 Ift/$1.59
by the bundle. Waterproof
worry proof spc flooring
starting @ $1.59 sqft. Call Ace
Hardware at 318.757.8482
for more information.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH in
Jena, LA is seeking a full-time
worship pastor. Please email
resumes to nmw387@gmail.
com.

EARNEST LITTLE available for
supply and interim in the Cen-
tral Louisiana area. Please call
318.663.2770.

VA W W m v & &

s PASTOR:

'Oak Hill Baptist Church, Many La

&l o is looking for a pastor. We are a
= small rural traditional church

: with a nice parsonage. Anyone
interested may call or text

0 318.315.0615 or email résumés

to russell.peace64@gmail.com .

Seeking a Bi-Vocational

PASTOR

Macedonia Baptist Church
in Effie, LA is seeking a
bi-vocational pastor. Please
mail your résumé to
Macedonia Baptist Church,
Attn: Randy Littleton, &
PO Box 186, Effie, LA 7133
oremailyour résumé &
to mbeeffie@gmail.com. &

SEEKING A

PASTOR

Bellevue BCin Jena, LA is seeking
a full-time or bi-vocational
pastor. Mail résumés to
Pastor Search Chairman,

124 Meadowood Dr,

Jena, LA 71342 or email to
rsteele_71342@yahoo.com.

SEEKING A

ol BI-VOCATIONAL PASTOR

Sandy Bayou Baptist Church, Columbia, LA is seeking God's man
to lead this small community church and help it grow. Parsonage is

available as part of compensation. Send résumé to William Parker,
search committee chairman, 6441 Highway 559, Columbia, LA 71418
or email to SBBC2024@yahoo.com.

Seeking a Full Time or Bi-Vocational

PASTOR

UNITED BAPTIST CHURCH in Campti, La. is
seeking a Full Time or Bi-Vocational Pastor.
Send résumés to P. 0. Box 8 Campti, La.
71411 or email to ubccampti@outlook.com

Alabama Baptist Church, Arcadia
is seeking a full-time or bi-vocational
pastor, however the Lord leads.
Résumés should be submitted to:
Pastor Search Committee

305 Pinecrest Road

Arcadia, LA 71001

SEEKING A PASTOR

First Baptist Church in Bastrop, La. 4,
|s seeking a pastor.
Please email your résumés to:
) pastorsearch@firsthastrop.org -

—

MEDIA TECHNICAL PRODUCTION

2 & PHIIADELPHIA
& IV BAPTIST CHURCH
DEVILLE, LOUISIANA

FULL-TIME
POSITION
AVAILABLE

Responsibilities include the technical
and creative production of live events
through audio, lighting, and video with
an emphasis on front of house audio.

Experience is preferred and those
interested are encouraged to apply.

© media@pbcministry.com
® +318-442-0754

Ministry

First Baptist Church, Natchitoches, Louisiana is seeking a
Full Time Minister of Worship/Music to lead a blended
worship ministry. If interested, send resumes to
jendris@fbcnatchitoches.com or call 318-352-3737. A full
job description can be found at www.fbcnatchitoches.org.

L 3

IMINISTRY]

Hillcrest Baptist Church in Jasper, Texas is seeking a FT Minister
of Music/Worship to lead a blended style of music. Experience
in audio/visual technology is needed. If interested,send résumés
to debbiereed@hbcjasper.com, 409.384.3371. A full job
description can be requested.

SEEKING A MUSIC MINISTER

Lee’s Creek Baptist Church, Bogalusa La.,is
currently seeking a full-time or part-time minister
of music. Please send your resumes. '

1803 Lees Creek, Church Road Bo usa{JLl§r 704

¢ rod .Aorﬁe W@P&F‘aﬁ e

SEEKING A FULL-TIME

PASTOR

Jerusalem Baptist Church in Hammond, LA
seeking a full-time pastor. Pleasg mail résumeés to
Jerusalem Baptist Church, ™

11109 Jerusalem ChurchRd, €
Hammond, LA 70403 or

email to accounting@ijbcpc.org.

Seeking a

FULL TIME PASTOR

Send your résumés to:
Parkview Baptist Church
6301 Camphor St.,
Metairie LA 70003
Or email your résumé
Parkviewbc@pbcmetairie.com

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL

Melvin Thomas

318.465.1006

melvin.bluecross@outlook.com

411 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106

HLXSON BROTHERS

FUMNMERAL HOMES
Niawe 1907

701 Jackson St. ® Alexandria, LA 71301 ® 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy ® Pineville, LA 71360 ® 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West ® Jena, LA 71342 @ 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. ® Marksville, LA 71351 ® 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com
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Y. LOUISIANANOTABLES

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Baptist Message provides
churches an opportunity to share with other Loui-
siana Baptists an upcoming revival, homecom-
ing, new pastor, new staff member, a community
outreach, or a concert in Louisiana Notables. To
place your event in the paper, send your
information (who, what, where, when,
time) to philip@baptistmessage.com or call
318.449.4345. Please submit your informa-
tion four weeks prior to the event to insure
placement in the Message.

ON THE MOVE

W Andrew Ogea is the new pastor of First Bap-
tist Church, Baton Rouge. His father, Reggie
Ogea, has been Interim pastor at FBCBR since
April 2023.

B Kevin, wife Melainie, Ulmer is the new
Louisiana Baptists evangelism strategist on the
Evangelism/Church Growth Team. He begins on
July 1.

B (huck Clinton is the new music minister at
First Baptist Church, Greenwood.

MRussell, wife Hope, James is the new youth
minister for Bonita Road Baptist Church, Bas-
trop.

B Kevin, wife Nichole, Seefried is the new stu-
dent past at Mount Vernon Baptist Church, West
Monroe.

W Lane Noakes is the new youth minister at
First Baptist Church, Dry Prong.

|

Riley Robertson is the new music minister at
Victory Baptist Church, Monroe.

|

Jeff Hoffman, Pastor of FBC Arcadia, is the next
Director of Missions at the Bienville & Webster-
(laiborne Baptist Association. He replaces Ran-
dy Hales who s retiring.

REVIVAL

W Topsy Baptist Church, Lake Charles: Spring
Revival 2024, July 7-10, Evangelist: Scott Mc-
Dowell. Worship: The Mackey Willis Family. Pas-
tor: Lloyd Carroll.

B Mitchell Baptist Church, Converse: Harvest
Sunday, July 14. Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor:
None.

BHurricane Creek Baptist Church, Dodson:
Spring Revival 2024, July 14-19. Evangelist:
Scotty McDowell. Pastor: Travis Hampton.
WFirst Baptist Church, Keithville: Harvest Sun-
day, July 21, Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Mike
Stowell.

B Palestine Baptist Church, Grant: Spring
Revival 2024, July 21-24. Evangelist: Scotty
McDowell. Worship: The Mackey Willis Family.
Pastor: Hardy Estes,

WFirst Baptist Church, Princeton: Harvest Sun-
day, July 28. Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Darrell
(ooper.

WWelcome Home Baptist Church, Hebert:
Spring Revival 2024, July 28-31. Evangelist:
Scotty McDowell. Pastor: Jim McKeithen.
MBethel Baptist Church, Livingston: Revival,
July 29-August 1. Evangelist: Malcolm Ellis. Pas-
tor: James Courtney

LAGNIAPPE

B First Baptist Church, Minden: June Jubilee
— A collective worship concert, June 29, 6 p.m.
Featuring: First Baptist Minden, First Baptist
Pineville & LeCompte, First Baptist Church, Ar-
cadia, City on a Hill Pentecostals, Jake Cowley,
Point of Grance (June 29th only) and The Cox

Family. Admission is free. Pastor: Leland Craw-
ford.

W Alto Baptist Church, Alto: GOD & COUNTRY
DAY, June 30, 10:30 a.m. Speaker: Dr. Ralph
Abraham. Worship: Brothers in Christ. A barbe-
cue lunch will be served following the service.
Pastor: Alan Miller.

B First Baptist Church, Pineville: June Jubilee
— A collective worship concert, June 30, 6 p.m.
Featuring: First Baptist Minden, First Baptist
Pineville & LeCompte, First Baptist Church, Ar-
cadia, City on a Hill Pentecostals, Jake Cowley,
Point of Grance (June 29th only) and The Cox
Family: Admission is free. Pastor: Stewart Hol-
loway.

B First Baptist Church, Baton Rouge: The mu-
sic department of First Baptist, Baton Rouge
presents Stars, Stripes and Sounds, July 4, 7
p.m. Join us for an evening of celebration as we
honor our country’s heritage, faith, and free-
dom through the power of music. Following the
concert, head to the riverfront for spectacular
fireworks display that will light up the night sky.
Admission is free, and this event promises to be
a great experience for the whole family. Come
and be a part of this patriotic celebration. Pas-
tor: Andrew Ogea.

MRed Oak Baptist Church, Livingston: Chroni-
cles in concert, July 7, 11 a.m. Pastor: Carl Var-
nado.

W Ashland Baptist Church, Ashland: lvan Parker
In Concert, July 7, 6 p.m. A love offering will be
taking. Pastor: Danny Slack

Mindian Village Baptist Church, Kinder: South-
ern Plainsmen of Hornbeck in concert, July 7.
Pastor: Kevin Willis.

M(edar Crest Baptist Church, Baton Rouge:
Greg Sullivan Ministries in concert, July 14,
10:30 a.m. Pastor: Bruce Worrell.

WFordoche Baptist Church, Fordoche: Greg Sul-
livan Ministries in concert with The Journeys,
July 21, 5 p.m. Pastor: Toby Delahoussaye.
MGrangeville Baptist Church, Pine Grove:
(hronicles in concert, July 21, 11 a.m. Pastor:
Mike Cotton.

M Beech Springs Baptist Church, Quitman: Ben
Waites in Concert, July 28, 10:30 a.m. Pastor:
Jason Womack.

MRose Park Baptist Church, Shreveport: Mark
Trammell Quartet in concert, August 4, 10 a.m.
Pastor: B.J. Maddox.

MGrace Baptist Church, Goldonna: Southern
Plainsmen of Hombeck in concert, August 4,
9:45 a.m. Pastor: Myron Thompson.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

M First Baptist Church, Mansfield: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS 2024, June 16-20, 6 - 8:30 p.m. Sign
up at myvbs.org/fbcmansfield. Pastor: Chad
Hardbarger.

M Atlanta and Sardis Baptist Churches, Atlanta:
Vacation Bible School, June 17-19, 6-8 p.m. Pas-
tor: Chad James.

WBayou Oaks Baptist Church, Monroe: Breaker
Rock Beach VBS, June 17 — 20, 9 a.m. til noon.
Pastor: Clyde Sanchez

MNorth Monroe Baptist Church, Bastrop:
Breaker Rock Beach VBS, June 17 — 20 5:30 -
8:30 p.m. Pastor: Kevin Crim

M(uachita, Baptist Church West Monroe: The
Great Jungle Journey VBS, June 17 - 20, 5:30 -
8:15 p.m. Pastor: MikeHolloway

MLiberty Christian Church, Colfax: Vacation
Bible School, June 17-21, 6-8 p.m. Pastor: None.
MHebron Baptist Church, Dry Prong: Vacation
Bible School, June 17-21, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m.. Com-
mencement Sunday, June 23 at 11 a.m. Pastor;

Travis Sanders.

M Fair Park Baptist Church, West Monroe: Break-
er Rock Beach VBS, June 17 - 21 8:30 — Noon.
Pastor: Waymond Warre n.

WSouth Winnfield Baptist Church, Winnfield:
Scuba VBS, June 17-21, 5-8:30 p.m. Pastor: Jack
Miller.

W Bethany Baptist Church, Bethany: Vacation
Bible School, June 17 — 21, 5- 8 p.m. Pastor;
Marvin Cooper.

WFirst Baptist Church, Natchitoches: Breaker
Rock Beach VBS, June 17-21,9a.m. — noon. This
is for all who have completed pre-k 4 through
6th grade. To sign up for VBS go to https:/
forms.gle/292fQ6nRSrvSA3488. Pastor: Tommy
Rush.

MPhiladelphia Baptist Church, Deville: Breaker
Rock Beach, June 17-21, 6-8:30 p.m. Online Pre-
registration is open through Wednesday, June
12. After June 12th, must register in person
on campus. Open Registration for Completed
Kindergarten through 6th Grade. Kindergarten
Note: Maximum of 45 Kindergarteners. Pastor;
Philip Robertson.

WJudson Baptist Church, Walker: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS, June 17-21. For more information,
contact the church. Pastor: David Lane.

WRocky Springs Baptist Church, Lisbon: “Step-
ping Up” Sports Camp, June 17-21, 5-8 p.m. Pas-
tor: Chris Stephens.

v Cook Baptist Church, Ruston: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS, June 17-21 from 9 a.m. til noon
each day. To sign up or if you have any ques-
tions please contact Mrs. Dandy or register
at  https://cookbaptistchurch.churchcenter.
om/.../2290305. Pastor: Joseph Fowler.

M| akeside Baptist Church, Winnfield: Breaker
Rock Beach VBS, June 17-21 5:30-7:30 p.m. Pas-
tor: Mitchell Miles.

WSpringhill Baptist Church, Jonesville: Breaker
Rock Beach VBS, June 17-21 6- 8 p.m. Pastor;
Don Cardin.

MLiberty Christian Church, Colfax: Vacation Bi-
ble School, June 17-21 6:00 - 8:00 Pastor: None.
MHebron Baptist Church, Dry Prong: Vacation
Bible School, June 17-21, 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. Com-
mencement Sunday, June 23 at 11 a.m. Pastor;
Travis Sanders.

W First Baptist Church, Winnfield: Vacation Bible

r
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School, June 30-July 3, 5-&:30 p.m. Pastor: Jerry
Pipes.

WSouthside Baptist Church, Mansfield: Vaca-
tion Bible School, June 18-22, 6-8:30 p.m. Pas-
tor: Gary Orr.

WFirst Baptist Church, Tullos: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS, June 23-27, 5:30 -8:30 PM. Go to
www.tullostbc.com for more information. Pas-
tor: Scott Smith

Mindian Village Baptist Church, Kinder: Break
Rock Beach VBS, June 23-27, 5-7:30 p.m. To
register go www.indianvillagebc.org/2024/
vbs-2024.html. Pastor: Kevin Lewis.
MHolloway Baptist Church, Deville: The Great
Jungle Journey, June 23-27, 5:30-8 p.m. Go on-
line to register. Pastor: Tim Shields.

WFirst Baptist Church, Keithville: Scuba Vaca-
tion Bible School 2024, June 23-26, 6-8:30 p.m.
Pastor: Mike Stowell.

BWWoodlawn Baptist Church, lowa: Start the
Party VBS, June 24-27, 6-8:30 p.m. To register
qo to https://fb.me/e/xyNIdE4uw. Pastor: Rich-
ard Louviere,

WFirst Baptist Church, Dry Prong: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS, June 24-28, 5:30-8:15 p.m. To reg-
ister go to https://www.fhcdryprong.com/vbs.
Pastor: Trey Lewis.

MBayou Vista Baptist Church, Morgan (ity:
Breaker Rock Beach VBS, June 24-28, 8 a.m.-
Noon. Pastor: Eric Green.

MOlivet Baptist Church, Sulphur: Breaker Rock
Beach, June 24-28, 9 a.m.-noon. To register go
to https://www.olivetbaptistsulphur.com/vbs.
Pastor: Kevin Craft.

BUniversity Baptist Church, Lake Charles: Sev-
en Days of Creation VBS, June 24-28, 9-11:30
a.m. Pastor: John Astling.

W First Baptist Church, Hackberry: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS, June 24-28, 5-8 p.m. Pastor: Monty
Rowse.

W First Baptist Church, lowa: Proof Pirates Vaca-
tion Bible School, June 24-28, 6-7:30 p.m. To
register go to https://www.iowafbc.org/vbs,
Pastor: Brandon Oliver.

W First Baptist Church, Jennings: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS, June 24-28, PreK 4 — Kindergarten
| 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. and 1st — 6th Grade | 8:30
a.m.—2pm.

To register go to fhcJennings.com/VBS. Pastor:

WSale Street Baptist Church, Sulphur; Mega
Sports Camp — Blaze the Trail, June 24-28, 5-8
p.m. To register go to https://www.salestreet.
org/megasportscamp. Pastor; Drew Mills.
WFirst Baptist Church, Maplewood: Breaker
Rock Beach VBS, June 24-28, 9 a.m.-noon Pas-
tor: Jeremy Blocker.

WM. Olive & Mt. Pilgrim Baptist Church: Break-
er Rock Beach, June 24-28, 5-8 p.m. This is for
ages K-12th grade. Pastor: Braylon Harris (Mt.
Olive) and EJ Kemper (Mt. Pilgrim).

W First Baptist Church, Mandeville: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS, June 24-28, 9 a.m.- noon. Pastor:
Ronny Cooksey.

BUniversity Baptist Church, Lake Charles: Sev-
en Days of Creation VBS, June 24-28, 9-11:30
a.m. For kindergarten through the fifth grade:
Pastor: John Astling.

W First Baptist Church, Hackberry: Breaker Rock
Beach, June 24-28, 5-8 p.m. For kindergarten
thought sixth grade (completed). Pastor: Monte
Rowse

WFirst Baptist Church, lowa: Proof Pirates, June
24-28, 6-7:30 p.m. For ages kindergarten to
12th grade. Registration: https://www.iowafhc.
org/vbs. Pastor: Brandon Oliver.

Waith Baptist Church, Bastrop: The Keepers of
the Kingdom VBS, June 23 - 27,6 - 8:15 p.m.
Pastor: Stan Wyant.

MLakeshore Baptist Church, Monroe: Breaker
Rock Beach VBS, June 23 - 27, 5:30 - 8 p.m.
Pastor: William Smith.

MBethel Baptist Church, Bastrop: The Great
Jungle Journey VBS, June 24 - 28, 9-11:30 a.m.
Pastor: Tim Post.

MGreater New Antioch Baptist Church, Monroe:
Breaker Rock Beach VBS, June 24 - 28, 5-8 p.m.
Pastor: John Russell.

MNorthside Baptist Church, Montgomery: Va-
cation Bible School, June 24-27, 6 - 8:30 p.m.,
Pastor Scott Tilton.

WFirst Baptist Church, Jennings: Breaker Rock
Beach VBS, June 24-28, Pre-K-kindergarten
(8:30 — 11:30 a.m.); 1st-6th grade (8:30-11:30
a.m.) Registration: fbcJennings.com/VBS. Pas-
tor: Eric Sonnier.

MRidge Avenue Baptist Church, West Monroe:
Breaker Rock Beach VBS, June 26 — 28, 5:30 — 8
p.m. Pastor: Jim Wolfe.

|

I The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse I
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a“t"in this week's issue of the ScriptureCrypto.

| Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

| AMY ORIJ RN AMY SVXMAU SYL GWY OWRTYL, GLF |

Clues:
| R=D;N=0O
L — — — = =

AMYU AMGA JAQSODYF GWY XVWA IVAM JAWYLXAM.

NVWJA JGSQYD AIR: NRQW |

Answer to May 23, Scripture Crypto:
Deuteronomy twenty-six:six |

June 20, 2024 ® www.baptistmessage.com ® Louisiana Baptist Message

—



LOUISIANANEWS

Kn UCk|ES from page2

rolled at Southwestern Bap-
tist Theological Seminary.
While in seminary,
Knuckles began his first
pastorate, Greenvine
Baptist Church, Burton,
Texas (1977-83). He subse-
quently served with two
more Texas congregations:
Powderly Baptist Church,
Powderly (1983-91), and
First Baptist Church, Fred-
ericksburg (1991-92). Then
Knuckles began his Louisi-

ana ministry: First Baptist
Church, Crowley (1992-
2000), Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church, DeRidder (2000-
2010), and Shiloh Baptist
(2019-20). He was director
of missions for the Acadia,
Louisiana and Mount Olive
Baptist Associations from
2010-19.

Looking to the future,
Knuckles said “T just want
to continue to serve God in
the best way I can.”

Licensed
CO%

Van Payne/The Baptist Paper photo

Messengers voted on a new president, 50 motions, eight resolutions
and other important matters during the 2024 SBC Annual Meeting in In-

WE FEATURE: dianapolis. The annual meeting drew 10,946 messengers, including 310
JAMES L. DAVIS ® new church construction, from Louisiana.
® church remodel/additions,
CONSTRUCTION 8 e ki e

146 Redemption Ln
Ruston, LA 71270

@® conventional construction
® steel building construction

318.202.3691 Office & Fax | 318.243.3330 | james@jamesldavisconstruction.com

REGROUP

CONFERENCE

Louisiana Baptists’ Premier Training For Sunday School and Small Group Leaders

MOSS BI“ff from page 13

behind them, the church
has begun to dream of
their future.

The original three
small groups have ex-
panded to five and the
church hopes to build
their own facility within
two years.

“We are filled with
excitement and antici-

Breakouts for multiple ministries:
Adult, Youth, Children/Preschool, Pastors/Staff, En Espafnol and more!

AUG. 10, 2024

First Baptist Church | Moss Bluff
KEYNOTE

PHILIP ROBERTSON

Pastor | Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville

SCOTTY BLACKWELL

Minister of Music | First Baptist Church, Minden

WORSHIP

pation for the amazing
work that God is do-
ing in and through His
people,” Sharpton said.
“We are expectant for
the incredible ways He
will use First North to
bring hope, healing and
transformation to the
community. The best is
yet to come.”

AUG. 24, 2024

KEYNOTE

WORSHIP

GLENN PRICE

Minister of Music | Philadelphia Baptist Church, Deville

Registration and details at LouisianaBaptists.org/ReGroup24
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Cypress Baptist Church | Benton

JAMES PRITCHARD

Pastor | First Baptist Church, Lafayette
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