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Franklin Paris

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

POLLOCK, La. (LBM) — Twen-
ty-eight men from Franklin Parish
recently committed to step-up and
follow Jesus during a men’s retreat
at Camp Grant Walker in Pollock.

On the final day of the spiritual
encounter, March 27-29, the men

Jesus' love for children was evident throughout the New Testament and set an example for all His followers.

EVANGELISM 101 (Part 4): Special Cases

By Will Hall
Message executive editor

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) - The focus of the Gospel
conversation must prioritize eternal redemption - sal-
vation - to the lost. However, it is often the case that a
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rejoiced as they were baptized in
Big Creek on the camp property.

“When people just bear their
soul, they get honest, and God
takes a hold of them; there’s
nothing more exciting than seeing
the change,” retreat co-organizer
Marc Kelly told the Baptist Mes-
sage. ‘And we never get tired of
it.”

by addressing some considerations when Gospel
counseling children. Even more so, Christ declared
that every person must come to Him “as a little
child” to enter the Kingdom of Heaven (Mt. 18:3;
Lk. 18:17). Consequently, pointers about counseling
children apply whether that child is five or 95.

person brings other needs into the conversation that are

important to hear and, in some cases, demand immediate

action.

Baptist churches record, on average, 25 percent of

their annual baptisms because of Vacation Bible School,
so it is fitting to start this discussion about special cases

CHILDREN

Everyone comes to the Father the exact same

MYANMAR (LBM) — An urgent prayer
request has been issued by the founder
of Compel Outreach International for 27
graduates of its Bible university who are

Bubba Smith, another mem-
ber of the retreat leadership
team, added: “The very first time
we walked into the camp area,

I looked at Big Creek and said

‘It would be cool if God allowed
us to baptize men right there in
this creek.” It has become a spe-
cial place for our retreat guests,
and we have seen many baptized

regions.

h, CENLA retreats harvest souls

there.”
BACKGROUND
The retreat was one of two
Central Louisiana men’s retreat
ministries hosted in March. The
other, held March 20-22 at Clara

See RETREATS, page 11

LBCHFM celebrates

compassion center

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

MONROE, La. (LBM) — The Louisiana Bap-
tist Children’s Home and Family Ministries has
opened a center that will provide the hope of
Christ to those in one of the nation’s poorest

Supporters gathered April 10 for a ribbon
cutting to mark the official launch of the Com-
passion Center, located at 501 Kansas Lane on

the campus of the LBCHFM.

Submitewell photo

See EVANGELISM, page 6

Approved by the entity’s trustees during its
May 12, 2023, meeting, the 16,000-sq.-ft. facility
will provide food, school supplies, diapers, shoes,
new clothing and other life-essentials. While
Monroe-West Monroe area residents will bene-
fit, LBCHFM officials note that 80 percent of the
products will be distributed to Louisiana Baptist
churches and associations outside the region that
either have a compassion ministry or are inter-
ested in starting one.

Matt Hancock, executive director with Com-
passion for Kids, a LBCHFM ministry that will
operate the Compassion Center, told the crowd
that the facility should serve 25,000-30,000 indi-
viduals a year. According to the 2020 U.S. Cen-
sus American Community Survey, 34.9 percent
of Monroe residents live at the poverty level.

“All the time at the Children’s Home we ask
the question, ‘Lord, where are the children and

See NEW HOME, page 10

Compel grads serve in earthquake-ravaged Myanmar

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

living in Myanmar, a country devastated
by a March 28 earthquake that resulted in

more than 3,800 deaths.

According to Bill Britt, ministry
founder and a member of First Baptist
Church, Haughton, the graduates are

See COMPEL, page 10
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Rolling Hills Ministries: 100th
person earns equivalency diploma

By Staff
Louisiana Baptist Message

RUSTON, La. (LBM)
— Rolling Hills Ministries
recently celebrated the
100th person to earn a
high school equivalency
diploma through its min-
istry.

Chelsey Cole, director
of RHM's HiSET (High
School Equivalency Test)
program, said the mile-
stone is a reminder that it
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is never too late for some-
one to begin again.

“It is very rewarding to
see some students come in
with such low confidence
and come out with a life
transformation,” Cole
told the Baptist Message.
“When they walk across
the stage and get their
diploma, it’s such a magical
moment.”

Started in 2017, the pro-
gram holds weekly classes
at thrift stores in Bossier
City and Monroe and at
First Baptist in Ruston.
While students have up
to 36 weeks to prepare for
their HiSET, some stu-
dents finish much earlier.
Once they pass the exam,
students are given a Bible

Alove
offering
will be

received

and a $500 scholarship
to use toward continuing
education.

RHM uses a portion of
proceeds inside the “edu-
cation” section of their
thrift stores to fund the
program. Churches donate
additional classroom space
and food.

For more information,
visit rollinghillsministries.
com/compassion or call
Chelsey Cole, 318.251.0065.
Classes: FBC, Ruston,
Walter Building - Tue.,
Wed., Thur., 8:30-11:30
a.m.; RHM Thrift Store,
Bossier City - Tue., Wed.,
Thur., 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.;
and RHM Thrift Store,
Monroe - Mon., Wed., Fri.,

9 a.m.-noon.
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The Louisiana Baptist Foundation wants to say congratulations to the following
four churches which recently obtained church financing through us!

A lglesia Bautista Horeb, Gretna
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3rd Annual Compel Golf Classic
Friday, May 16, 2025

The Golfclub at Stonebridge
301 Stonebridge Blvd. Bossier City, LA 71111

Support the work of Compel
Outreach International by
joining us for our annual
golf tournament!

« 4 MAN SCRAMBLE

18 HOLES

« MULLIGANS AVAILABLE i
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 LONGEST DRIVE F i
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Learn more about the event and regi

Unified: Two Jena
churches merge to
create a brighter beacon

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

were open to discussions about
another church using their spaces.
Following meetings in early
JENA, La. (LBM) - Bellevue 2025, 29 members from East Jena
Baptist Church was at a crossroads ~ Baptist and 59 from Bellevue Bap-
in 2024, when their weekly atten-  tist unanimously voted, April 6, to
dance was growing to near capaci-  become one congregation called
ty for Sunday morning worship. Eastvue Baptist Church, creating a
After months of seeking the strong and dynamic body focused
Holy Spirit's direction, Pastor on reaching a community ripe for
Dustin Robertson learned that harvest.
East Jena Baptist Church’s atten-
dance had dwindled, and that they

BT e
FULL TIME SOUTHERN BAPTIST

SENIOR PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Arcadia, Louisiana, is
seeking a full time Southern Baptist Senior
Pastor.

Please send résumés to Steve Gleason,
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 29,
Arcadia, Louisiana
or
e-mail to pscarcadia@yahoo.com.
Résumés will be received through the close
of business June 16, 2025.

Gl iR e e

See MERGE, page 5
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FBC, Natchitoches

A summit for all rural
pastors and leaders in
Louisiana. For all pastors,
staff, church leaders in
Louisiana Baptist Churches.

LouisianaBaptists.org/events/rural-summit-natchitoches/
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Merge from page 4

“When we came together,
the people of East Jena were
needing us just as much as
we needed the facilities of
East Jena,” Robertson told the
Baptist Message. “This be-
came about ministering to one
another and that unity sealed
the deal for us to join.

“We live in a world where
families, communities and
even churches can become di-
vided,” he continued. “T hope
this sets an example for other
churches to know they, too,
can experience unity, whether
it's to merge or just to reach
their community for Christ.”

Robertson became pastor
of Bellevue Baptist in Novem-
ber 2024, when the church
averaged 85-100 in Sunday
worship and had few empty
seats in the worship center,
limiting growth. The church
explored the possibility of
raising money to build a new
facility but felt God had other
plans.

At the same time, East
Jena Baptist’s attendance had
decreased from 125 in 2020 to

Oz 0]
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Scan for More
about LCU!

40 in 2024. Their worship fa-
cility could accommodate 500,
leaving much empty space.

In early 2025, Robertson
and East Jena Baptist Pastor
Michael Wilkinson, along
with other leaders from both
churches, held conversations
about moving forward in the
community and realized their
need to merge. After several
meetings the churches voted
to fuse their ministries, and
now Robertson serves as pas-
tor and Wilkinson as associate
pastor.

“East Jena, like many
churches, had gone through
phases of decline,” said
Wilkinson, who recently was
named associational mission
strategist for LaSalle Baptist
Association. “If you're familiar
with Jena, there are more than
enough churches to choose
from. When we met together,
we ended up finding out that
our vision about ministry was
very compatible.

“After that first meeting
between both churches, you
could literally feel the Spirit of

the Lord moving among all of
us,” he continued. “And there
was unbelievable humbleness
on both sides. We didn't want
our doors to close, and if that
meant we needed to step
aside, we were for it.”

REACHING JENA TOGETHER

The two former congrega-
tions complement one anoth-
er, Wilkinson and Robertson
said.

Since the merger, they
have held a commissioning
service, April 13, and have

AFFURDAR

numerous events planned that
include a baptism, Vacation
Bible School and youth trip.

“We have shown our
community that two churches
can merge,” Wilkinson said.
“We believe by faith and trust
in the Lord that we're hoping
to set a model, not just for
churches in our area but in
our state and country.

“There are a lot of church-
es that are struggling and
have good people serving in
them,” he continued. “T think
there are a lot of churches that
might want to pray and con-

sider consolidating or merging
because there is a lack of pas-
tors, and sometimes churches
are struggling financially. Bel-
levue could have easily spent
millions of dollars on property
and buildings but now we
have a new church that can
use that money for missions.
We just think the Kingdom is
better served with that money
going into winning the lost in-
stead of buying more property
and building more buildings.
We're just tickled pink and are
looking forward to what the
Lord's going to do.”
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Evangensm frompage 1

way — through the Son (John
14:6). There is one plan of salva-
tion. However, explaining that
plan might need to take into
account a number of consider-
ations -- even about our choice
of words - so that every individ-
ual may understand.

With children, particularly,
it is important to put them at
ease. Make sure that both of
you are sitting so that there is
a relatively level eye contact
(preferably across from each
other). Also, be sure to have
someone else present, ideally a
parent — but give the child your
full attention (don't look at the
parent for an answer nor to
carry the conversation).

Use open-ended questions
that avoid a “yes” or “no”
response. Do not ask “pat”
questions that have “canned”
answers. You are seeking au-
thentic reactions that reflect a
true sense of the child’s heart.

The child may use words and
phrases that fit his or her level
of development, but regardless
should be able to tell you about
God’s perfect plan (that all men
would live with Him in Heaven,
1 Pet. 3:9), our imperfection (sin,
Rom. 3:23), the consequences of
disobedience (spiritual death,
Rom. 6:23a), His provision for
our eternity (Jn. 3:16, Rom. 5:8),
and the steps to receive salva-
tion (heartfelt belief and public
profession, Rom. 10:9-10).

Some might better under-
stand salvation as a “gift” (Rom.
6:23b) and the step to receive it
(via our faith, Eph. 2:8).

Do not expect a semi-
nary-trained explanation but
instead listen for a simple heart-
felt expression of belief in Jesus
as Lord, thankfulness for His
forgiveness of sin, and a willing-
ness to follow Him and profess
Him to others.

Some specific issues for
awareness, include separation
anxiety (Mom & Dad are saved
and the child wants to be sure
to be with them in Heaven);
camaraderie (sibling or a friend
were saved, and they want to
be like them); and sadness for
doing something wrong but not
godly grief (2 Cor. 7:10).

These are not expressions
of repentance to salvation. But
such feelings do give you the
opportunity to begin an inten-
tional discussion that may lead
them to salvation.

For comparison: In adults,
“fire insurance” might be a
motivation.

ABUSE OR SUICIDE

It is critcially important
when someone mentions abuse
(receiving or committing,
including sexual grooming)

-- wherever it occurs (home,
school church, recreation ) --
that the counselor listens first
(be compassionate) and then
immediately takes steps to pro-

tect the victim (without alerting

the abuser.

There are many possible sit-
uations, but as a rule of thumb,
do all of the following: Contact
close family members (who are

JOB OPENINGS!
e

COTTAGE PARENTS

(Full & part-time positions available in Monroe)
Please send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@lbch.org
or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

SR
+

LOUISTANA BAPTIST

WChildren’s Home

Ibch.org

& FAMILY MINISTRIES

not the abuser), an authority
who supervises the abuser, and
the local jurisdiction for law
enforcement (must always be
done).

Likewise, the victim (such
as an abused spouse) might
need an immediate safe har-
bor, and it is important to find
a ministry or social service
provider that can offer a tem-
porary place to stay -- now. Do
not allow a victim to return to
a situation of potential abuse.

Regarding suicide or self-
harm, listen compassionately
and notify others who need
to know (parents, spouses,
pastors, school officials, etc.).
Moreover, do not presume
that your conversation with
this individual has resolved
the mental disorder or social
situation that is the root of the
desperation that the person is
experiencing. Instead, take the
person to the local emergen-
cy room for an immediate
evaluation (if the counselee
is a minor, get the parent in-
volved). Then, find a Christian
counseling ministry that can
take this person as a long-term
patient.

Importantly, in both cases
(abuse and suicide / self-harm),
do not neglect the Gospel
conversation.

The earthly factors that are

TRAINING FOR

negatively shaping a person’s
life must receive attention, but
the spiritual eternity of each of
them must be addressed, too.

VOCATIONS
Pastor

Paul told Timothy that it is a
good thing “if a man desires the
office of a bishop” (1 Tim. 3:1),
and he showed the importance
of Christian service by his com-

See EVANGELISM, page 7

LACOSBE

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE OF SOUTHERN BAPTIST EVANGELISTS

Use an evangelist for your next revival, crusade or harvest day event.

Go to LACOSBE.org

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ;" Ephesians 4:11-12

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE

“Three generations
of Galloway s serving
Louisiana Churches.”

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com ® 800.256.070b

CHURCH WEEKDRAY
AND PRESCHOOL

IT IS TIME TO TAKE YOUR MINISTRY
TO THE NEXT LEVEL.

At CEW there will be training that will be applicable in any and all
preschool situations. The registration cost covers all materials
and lunch. Join us for incredible training and see your people
embrace the next level of ministry.
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JULY 24-2
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LouisianaBaptists.org/cew
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Evangelism from page 6

mitment to starting and nur-
turing churches as a missionary
to Asia and Europe (Acts 13-14;
15:36-18:22; 18:23-21:16).

Remember, you are not the
appointing authority, that is
the role of the church body.
However, you will be offering
your observation of the person
to the congregation. So, you
should ask some key ques-
tions.

First, have the person
describe his salvation experi-
ence (do not presume anyone
is saved and always discuss or
present the Gospel plan of sal-
vation). Then see if the person
has a history of teaching.

Paul indicated the only
difference between the qualifi-
cations for the office of bishop
and the office of deacons was
that the man must be “apt
to teach” (1 Tim. 3:2). Has he
taught a Sunday school class
or other small group, or been
a VBS teacher? If not, suggest
that he start his response to
the call to the ministry by
taking on a teaching role.

Missionary

Always ask the person to

describe his or her salvation
experience. This is the first
qualification that must be met
to serve in the mission field.

But also find out what they
have done in the past that might
indicate there is a fit with being
a missionary. Has the person
served with backyard VBS
efforts? What about mission
trips in the local area or to other
states? Has he or she ever been
on a short-term mission trip
abroad?

ASSURANCE

A Christian may experi-
ence godly grief multiple times
throughout her or his life. The
first time leads to repentance
for salvation, and subsequent
times lead to repentance for
restoration. We must repent
to turn to Christ, and we must
repent to return to Him.

When a person comes
forward questioning their
salvation, do not assume they
are saved. Engage them with
the plan of salvation. If they are
under the leadership of the Holy

See EVANGELISM page 7

Looking to Buy a Bus
for Your Church in 2025?

Whether you’re looking for new or
used, large or small, Carpenter Bus
has the bus or van you’re looking for.

1. Largest in-stock, ready-to-deliver
inventory of buses and vans.

FREE 8 Year / Unlimited Mile Body
and Chassis Warranty on all new
buses and vans sold to churches.

Has sold more buses and vans to
churches than any other dealer.

Look no further!

I BUS SALES

www.carpenterbus.com - 800-370-6180
Since 1953 - Nationwide Delivery - We Love Trade-ins!

America’s #1
Church Bus Dealer

Lbéﬁffﬁpiji\m X MINISTRY
NDIVIDUAL & GROU

RISIS INTERVENTIO

0CT. 20-22, 2025 - 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM

BAPTIST BUILDING - ALEXANDRIA - FREE TRAINING

LouisianaBaptists.org/events/individual-group-crisis-intervention/
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Evangelism son page:

Spirit, this conversation
will help them with assur-
ance of their salvation.

If they are saved, you
may need only to remind
them that we who believe
are sealed by the power of
the Holy Spirit who is the
guarantor of our salvation
(Eph. 1: 13-14). Moreover,
when we receive Him,
believing in His name,
we become His children
(John 1:12) — an adoption
that is irrevocable (John
6:39-40; 10:27-30).

BAPTISM

The Great Commission

(Mt. 28:18-20) instructs us
to evangelize (lead some-
one to saving knowledge
of Christ), baptize (men-
tor the new believer to
take this step of obedi-
ence) and teach (help the
Christian mature in his or
her walk with Christ).
Baptism is a step that
follows salvation, it is
an act of obedience (Mt.
10:32-33) that is not a part
of salvation (Eph. 2:9). It
is a portrayal of the Gos-
pel, describing Christ’s
death, burial and resur-
rection through us (1 Cor.
15:1-4). Moreover, we are
called to follow Christ,

and we must imitate His
example, including being
baptized (Mt. 3:13-15).

Importantly, baptism
should result only after
understanding its impor-
tance. But it should not
be delayed (Acts 16:31-33).
Remember, baptism is not
essential for salvation, but
it is essential for obedi-
ence.

We join the Kingdom
through salvation. How-
ever, we join the fellow-
ship of His family via
baptism (Acts 2:41).

CHRISTIAN MATURITY

Our lives in Christ
are meant to be part of
a sanctification process.
Sanctification is both an
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MEYFEST MUSIC FESTIVAL

—ee=o MBY 2-3, 2025 e~

at the Vernon Parish Fairgrounds -

FRIDAY, MAY 2

MAIN STAGE
Opening Ceremony
Rosedown Rockers
BeauShyne
Born to Boogie
Kenne’ Wayne |

3:00p
4:00p
5:30p
7:00p
[8:30p

PLUS watch Mutton Busting
at the Rodeo Arena

SATURDAY, MAY 3
MAIN STAGE GOSPEL STAGE

11:30a Louisiana Scramble Band 10:30a Senior Citizens Welcome
12:45p 0Old Man Band 11:00a Chuck Mars

2:00p KMC Band 11:45a Good Ole Boys

3:30p Southern Country 12:30p Pleasant Hill Baptist Choir

5:00p Wiskey Bent 1:30p Pollock Family

6:30p Sundown Band 2:30p Johnson Temple
| 8:30p Glen Templeton | 3:30p Signed, Sealed & Delivered

|

PLUS enjoy the BBQ Cook Off*and Car Show* at the Midway,
watch Team Roping Competitions at the Rodeo Arena,
attend our Senior Citizens Luncheon at 11:30a in the Auditorium,
tour our wonderful display of military vehicles,
and shop our local vendor and food booths all weekend.

“winners announced at 1:45p on the Main Stage

El

event, but it also is an
ongoing development
of health and growth in
Christ.

Jacob is a great exam-
ple of both points. He was
set apart for God at a spe-
cific point in his life (Gen.
28:14) and he was changed
through his obedience
during his many life expe-
riences to the point that
God changed his name
(Gen. 32:27-31, “Jacob”
translates” as “supplant-
er,” meaning Jacob sup-
planted God’s will with
his own; “Israel” literally
means “God prevails” to
convey that God rules the
man who once supplanted

His will).

There are daily steps
to spiritual health and
growth that every believer
needs: prayer (build your
relationship with Him);
Bible study (know His
character and the nature
of the relationship He
wants with you); worship
(Rev. 4:6-11; Heb. 10:25
-- simply honor Him);
fellowship (build relation-
ships with other believers
to sustain your spiritual
health and growth); and
discipling others (as you
grow, witness to the lost
and mentor the spiritually

young).

North Monroe from page 4

of what takes place at the
retreat are not disclosed, the
men get to celebrate their
commitments to Christ at
the end in front of family,
friends and the congregation.
The number of baptisms vary
from three to 17 after each
retreat.

Once the retreat con-
cludes, they are plugged into
one of the 25 men’s disciple-
ship groups who meet at
various times throughout the
week for Bible study and ac-
countability to sharpen and
encourage one another to
grow in Christ.

“We don't dunk them
and leave them where they
are,” McPherson said. “We
try to pull them through the
discipleship process. Getting
involved inspires them to one
day teach others.”

Gavin Rawls is among the
men touched by the Holy
Spirit and baptized.

After dismissing several
invitations from a friend

to attend previous retreats,
Rawls finally conceded
and signed up. Though he
went in without much
knowledge of Jesus or the
church, Rawls left with a

SCAN FOR
MORE INFO  [m]FitrH]
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g% Ideay fov Little Mindy

Led by ministers with theological training and
years of experience, your student will be tqught
timeless truths that they can carry with them
through life in creative, age-appropriate
strategies

I OO Soveee & Soowve

Stay on our private campus designed for a
quality camp experience staffed with our
trained and vetted staff and volunteers. Your
kids will thrive in our safe environment
disconnected from daily distractions

7o o U

Enjoy competitions like color war, water
games, pool luau & glow night. Not to mention
the junior olympic sized swimming pool, canoce
lake, gym, game room, canteen & more.

E CONTACT US
337.457.9047

abccamp.com
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Kristina Henry joins LBC as children, youth strategist

By Staff
Louisiana Baptist Message

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — Kristina Henry, a
former missionary kid, has
assumed the role of chil-
dren and youth missions
education strategist for
Louisiana Baptists.

Henry, whose parents
and siblings previously
served with the Southern
Baptist Convention’s Inter-
national Mission Board,
hopes to bring a passion
for missions into her new
role.

“Learning about mis-
sions in GAs was a high-
light of my church expe-
rience growing up,” she
said. “So, I'm thrilled to
have this opportunity to
work with children, youth
and church leaders in
building excitement and a
love for missions.”

Henry trusted in Christ
at a young age during a
Sunday morning service
at Oak Grove Baptist
Church in Prairieville and

was baptized as an adult

by her father, Brent Dix,

and Twin Bridges Baptist
Church in Alexandria.

She served on mission
trips to the Pine Ridge
Reservation and Lac Du
Flambeau Reservation, vol-
unteered through missions
education and Vacation
Bible School with Twin
Bridges Baptist Church,
and worked at Youth
Evangelism Celebration
events.

Henry is a graduate of
Southern New Hampshire
University and is pursuing
a Master of Arts in Chris-
tian Education with New

Westside Baptist Church seeks a

PASTOR

Westside Baptist Church, Natchitoches, §
LAis seeking a pastor. Résumés can :
be mailed to Pastor Search Committee,
Attn: Mike Newton, 6834 Hwy 1 Bypass,
Natchitoches, La. 71457 or submitted

to Mike Newton via email at

westsidenatchitoches@gmail.com.

blessing,” she said. “And
I'm honored to have the
opportunity to be part of

PREMIUM
CHURCH
AVL
INSTALLS

supporting churches and
cooperative missions and
ministries in our state.”

Orleans Baptist Theologi-

cal Seminary. She and her
husband, Joshua, have one
child, Emma, 14.

Henry has worked for
Louisiana Baptists for five
years with the communi-
cations team as production
coordinator and adminis-
trative assistant. She plans
to use her writing skills
and knowledge of media
platforms to promote mis-
sions among children and
youth throughout Louisi-
ana.

She asked for continued
prayers in her new role.

“Working for Louisi-
ana Baptists has been a

THE WORD SHOULD BE HEARD

318-614-1241

WHS

INTEGRATIONS

AUDIO VISUAL AND LIGHTING

Installs@whsproductions.com

Church Finance
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NEW Home from page 1

families who need us, and
we don't have to look very
far for the answer,” Han-
cock told the crowd “It’s
right here in our commu-
nity, and it’s all across the
state. So, the Compassion
Center will be here to meet
physical needs, to build
trust, to be able to share
the Gospel and to give

Licensed
Contractor

==

an unconditional love of
Jesus.”

LBCHFM President and
CEO Perry Hancock recog-
nized two families whose
mothers donated a large
amount of money to make
the Compassion Center a
reality: Mary Gallaspy and
Susan Potter, both who
have since passed away.

JAMES L. DAVIS

CONSTRUCTION LLC

146 Redemption Ln
Ruston, LA 71270

Whit Gallaspy, one
of Mary Gallaspy’s sons,
noted that his mother had
a heart for those like the
ones served by the Com-
passion Center.

“What an exciting thing
this is,” he said. “T just
want to run around the
block singing.

“Will there be after-ef-
fects of this ministry,” he
continued. “Will there
be things like improved
academic performances?

WE FEATURE:

@ new church construction,
® church remodel/additions,
@ plans and design,

@ conventional construction
@ steel building construction

318.202.3691 Office & Fax | 318.243.3330 | james@jamesldavisconstruction.com

VIN SABRINA RONALD JEREMIAH BRODEY
LAQUITA MARCHELLE CLIFTON IRIYANA

CALEB MARY ANN DEWAYNE RITA LASANDRA
| CE BEVERLY JACOQUELINE BETTY
RICKEY KEANDRA GENISA AUDREY

TRENITA

ROLANDO ALEXIS SHELIA CHLOE LISA
DEBBIE CHRISTENE CLARA MELANESE
KIRSTEN TRACY ROBIN BOSKI

How about less substance
abuse, less problems with
things like alcohol in
Monroe? Wouldn't that be
huge? And I look forward
to hopefully seeing some
of this. And I know you do
too.”

Perry Hancock shared
about Potter, whose family
was unable to attend the
ceremony.

Potter previously fund-
ed construction of apart-
ments for homeless women
and their children on the
LBCHFM campus and
prior to the 2023 dedica-
tion of those facilities she
asked Hancock about the
next project on the hori-
zon. Hancock then showed
her a conceptual drawing
of the Compassion Center,
which at the time still was
a dream.

“It was just a matter of
a few weeks that she made
an incredible gift that
made this facility possible,”
Hancock said. “"And when
I think of her, I actual-
ly think of women who
have that kind of heart,
particularly for children.
And because of these two

The names above have recently indicated a decision for Christ through Here for You.
Pray they will grow in their faith and get connected to a local church.

//ede%d)/oq.ak

|9 LOUISIANA BAPTISTS

wonderful women, they
have a legacy of their own
compassion. But it’s a lega-
cy of lives that are going to
be changed by the power of
the Lord our God.”

Compel

from page 1

difficult situation but are
still being faithful to their
call to spread the light of
Christ in a dark time.
“We're trying to get
relief money to them right
now for food, clothes, water
and other necessities,” Britt
told the Baptist Message.
“They're still sharing the
Gospel with people who are
there. A lot of people are
looking for answers right
now, so it's a good time to
tell them about the Lord.
“Pray first of all that we
can get some relief to the 27
graduates so they can help
other people as well,” he
continued. “And pray that
God will open the people’s
hearts to the Gospel during
this time of devastation.”

Visit LouisianaBaptists.org/hereforyou to discover how you can let your community know you're part of the Here for You campaign.

April 24,2025 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message
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REtreatS from page 1

Springs Baptist Camp in Pelican,
resulted in 11 men coming to Christ
and later being baptized in their
home churches.

CENLA women recently com-
pleted a retreat, April 2-4, at Clara
Springs where 17 women surren-
dered their lives to Jesus.

For the past two years, retreat
ministry leaders have hosted men’s
and women’s events in the spring
and fall at Camp Grant Walker and
Clara Springs, respectively.

The Franklin Parish Retreat was
established as a ministry on Feb.

9, 2023, and that event birthed the
CENLA Retreat ministry, which
hosted its first event in April 2023.
Since those original events, both
ministries have hosted five re-
treats for men and five for women,
catalyzing obvious changes in their
respective communities.

The original retreat in Franklin
Parish sparked a revival that has
continued to this day, as the par-
ticipants have reported growth in
their congregations and significant
increases in the number of people
coming to Christ through salvation,
Kelly said.

The CENLA retreat ministry

the ministry has impacted many
throughout central Louisiana, and
it is not uncommon for more than
30 churches of various denomina-
tions to have members attend a
retreat at one time.

“Over the past two years,
many have come to Christ
through the efforts of the volun-
teers, commonly referred to as
‘teamers’ in addition to those who
have repented and began to walk
in Christ. Marriages have been
restored, and church attendance
has increased as men and women
realized they were created for a
purpose in the Kingdom of God,”
Kelly said.

CELEBRATING COMMITMENTS

While most of the details of
what takes place at the retreat
are not disclosed, the men and
women do get to celebrate their
commitments to Christ at the end
with baptism either at the camp
or by their home church.

“For those who do not have
church homes, we look at their
address and try to link them
up with a Bible believing and

church with them,” Kelly said.
“The goal after the retreat expe-
rience has ended is to plug them
in a church so they can begin the
discipleship and sanctification
process.” As Jamie Slade from
Franklin Parish always says, “Just
give us one more Lord for the
Kingdom.”

“God does not call men or
women to stay on the sidelines,
but to get in the game of life.

No football coach ever schemed
against the players on the bench,
and neither does Satan. If that is
you as a Christian, you are right
where he wants you to be. We are
trying to encourage guys and gals
to take that next step,” he contin-
ued. “T thank the Lord Jesus every
day for Franklin Parish taking that
step of faith with their first retreat
and that Philip Robertson saw

Sam Moore, Evangelistic Ministries
479-381-1170, sam@evangelistsammoore.com

Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist. He has the gift

of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available
for revivals, crusades, Harvest Days and witness training.
Call or email to schedule your 2025 events.

the potential in this ministry and
gave us the green light’ to attend
as guests and then establish the
CENLA Retreat Ministry.”

Robertson, pastor of Philadel-
phia Baptist Church in Deville,
echoed the far-reaching impact of
the retreat.

I have never seen a man or
woman from Philadelphia Baptist
Church attend a CENLA retreat

and regret the decision,” he said.
CENLA retreats at Clara
Springs: Men’s Sept 18-20,
2025, marc.kelly@suddenlink.
net; Women's Oct 2-4, 2025,
manquin5683@yahoo.com.
Franklin Parish at Camp Grant
Walker: Men's Oct 9-11, 2025,
sladej1971@gmail.com; Women'’s
17-19, 2025, baskinraised@yahoo.
com.

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL
Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas

318.465.1006
melvinthomas46@gmail.com

411 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106

www.evangelistsammoore.com

has recorded more than 75 bap- teaching church or have one of
tisms of men and women. Kelly said the teamers invite them to attend
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REGROUP

CONFERENCE

North Monroe men’s retreat
is atime of soul winning

Louisiana Baptists' Premier Training for Sunday School and Small Group Leaders

CENTRAL

SAT., AUG. 2

Philadelphia Baptist, Deville

FEATURING

JAMIE DEW

President
New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary

WORSHIP

CRESCENT CITY
WORSHIP

New Orleans

SAT., AUG. 9

Franklin Ave. Baptist, New Orleans

FEATURING

FRED LUTER, JR.

Sr. Pastor
Franklin Ave. Baptist Church

WORSHIP

EARNEST SALSBERRY, JR.

Worship Pastor
Franklin Ave. Baptist Church

Breakout sessions for all age-graded ministries, pastors/staff and
worship leaders. Plan now for your teaching team to attend.

BUNCHES OF /
SNVINGS

HIGHEST RATE IN STATE FOR CHURCHES AND OTHER
MINISTRIES ON CASH SAVINGS**

SHORT TERM
FUND RATE

*Based upon internal data.
**Rates subject to change.

BETTER THAN A BANK
SAVINGS ACCOUNT*

sy

Increase your ministry influence with a
better rate of return on your church savings

LOUISIANA
@ BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

Learn more: 877-523-4636
contact@LBFinfo.org
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By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

“Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great
cloud of witnesses, let us throw
off everything that hinders and
the sin that so easily entangles.
And let us run with persever-
ance the race marked out for
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the
pioneer and perfecter of faith.
For the joy set before him he
endured the cross, scorning
its shame, and sat down at the
right hand of the throne of
God.” Hebrews 12:1-2

MONROE, La. (LBM)

— For months, staff and lay
leaders with North Monroe
Baptist Church prayed for the
Holy Spirit to move in the
hearts of 40 men who would
be attending a men’s retreat,
March 14-16.

God answered those
prayers when 16 men stepped
forward for baptism during
an NMBC morning worship
service on the final day of the
event, while more made other
life-changing decisions for
Christ.

“These men got away for a
weekend and experienced the
peace from other men who
knew Jesus and had that life
change,” NMBC Director of
Facilities and Men'’s Minis-

try Jeff McPherson told the
Baptist Message. “And they
wanted to have what those
men had.

“It’s hard to wrap my head
around what the Holy Spirt
does each time we have a
men’s retreat,” he continued.
“We make these plans for the
weekend but it’s Jesus who
changes lives.

“Sometimes when you get
people away for a weekend
and share stories, you wonder
if the men will commit to Je-
sus,” he said. "And when they
do, they get to share it front
of more than 2,000 people in
baptism. The men know what
they experienced was real
and they have a strong desire
to make sure others know
this great news about how
Jesus changed their lives.”

GROWING IN CHRIST

Starting in 2017, the men’s
retreat has been held twice
a year in the Monroe-West
Monroe area. While most
of the details of what takes
place at the retreat are not
disclosed, the men get to
celebrate their commitments
to Christ at the end in front
of family, friends and the
congregation. The number of
baptisms vary from three to
17 after each retreat.
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Revival spurs spiritual renewal gy
at FBC Natchitoches

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

NATCHITOCHES, La.
(LBM) — Nearly 400 mem-
bers and guests of First
Baptist Church, Natchi-
toches, sought reconcil-
iation during a recent
four-day Thirst Revival
Conference.

Hosted by Niles, Mich-
igan-based Life Action
Ministries, the gathering
featured nightly messages
on the need to trust in God
even in the hard seasons
of life, removing idols,
dangers of bitterness and
examination of one’s love
for the Lord and for others.

The conference also in-
cluded high-energy music,
children’s programming
and a women'’s luncheon
led entirely by Life Action’s
ministry team.

In the end, the church
came away more unified
and ready for God’s next
step in their lives.

Tommy Rush, senior
pastor of FBCN, told the
Baptist Message that every
night entire families filled
the altar and others gath-
ered in pews as they sought
reconciliation within their
families, and some individ-
uals offered long-overdue
encouragement, love and
compassion to their fami-
lies.

“It was more of a focus
on being refreshed and re-
storing relationships in our
family and church,” Rush
said. “Sometimes you don't
realize how hungry people
in the church are to restore
broken relationships.

“The revival focused a
lot on families needing to
be closer and dads stepping
up to be spiritual leaders,”
he continued. “Our people
were so hungry for this
and every night we had a
packed house. They were
bringing friends and neigh-
bors and family members
because it was such a good

time of worship, and they
wanted more of it.”

Though the conference
has ended, the revival
among members has con-
tinued.

The Sunday after the
conference, the church
experienced an above aver-
age attendance in morning
fellowship groups.

“They have a greater
drive now for personal
discipleship and a burden
to reach the lost,” FBCN
Pastor of Discipleship
and Administration Brent
Shoalmire said. “Many
have expressed a deeper
concern for lost neighbors,
and we believe we will see
that only continue for the
foreseeable future.”

Brett Rodriguez, who
teaches a fellowship group,
said his members were so
impacted by the conference
that they spent their allot-
ted time the next Sunday
discussing what had hap-
pened to them and others.

GIVING = GATEWAY

ADVANCING THE Wn THROUGH THESE MINISTRIES

LOUISIANA LEGACY

DAFs: The

Multipurpose Giving

Strategy

FAMILY & KINGDOM

DAFs & Endowments

DAFs can establish an
endowment for your church
or other ministries,
providing ongoing support

for years to come.

Op0

®) 1-877-523-4636

@\ www.LBFinfo.org
@) contact@LBFinfo.org
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Relationships that grow.
Technology that simplifies.

People who make time to listen. Tools that make things
happen in a flash. At Red River Bank, local talent and
global technology work together every day, building
your financial successes—and simplifying your life.

Come bank with us.

We're your people.

0
RED RIVER BANK

redriverbank.net
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UPHOL-
STERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 East
Quitman, Mississippi 39355
Melton & Sandra Davis. 30-
plus years experience, Fami-
ly-Owned and Operated. Va-
riety of fabrics available. Work
done on-site. All Work Guar-
anteed. Call for estimates:
601.776.6617. If remodeling
your sanctuary, please give
us a call about upholstering
your pews!

FAITH BAPTIST CHURCH
of Ragley, LA is prayerfully
seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Please send resumes
to 5823 Hwy 12, Ragley, LA
70657 or email to reeves-
deb@yahoo.com.

CANE BRAKE BAPTIST
CHURCH of Lottie, LA is
seeking a bi-vocational pas-
tor. Please mail resumes to
PO Box 127, Lottie, LA 70756
or email to crwlew@gmail.
com.

Petrus

FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER
FARM / LAWN & GARDEN
SUPPLIES

2914 N Bolton Ave,
Alexandria, LA
318.443.5929 / 318.442.2325

SEEKING A FULL-TIME

PASTOF

Pleasant Hill Baptis
Church in DeRidde
La.is seekinga

full-time pastor.
i Please send you
y résumeé to
ommittee@phbcderidder.con

RUBBER STAMPS
SIGNS — BADGES
SEALS — FLAGS
SRONZE PLAQUES

Manufacturers of
[ARKING DEVICES
SINCE 1867

; Bienville St. — New Orleans
504.525.2128

Seeking part-time .- CHURCH
Youth Pastor - P I A N I ST
Candidate who's heart is after : EAST RIDGE
God and youth. Teaching, :
encouraging & navigating life
with Jesus as Lord. Send resume: Sundays 10:30 AM & é:30 PM

Need to play both hymns and

= cooperbaptistchurch@yahoo.com : contemporary worship music

: Cooper Baptist is located in Interested?
: Leesville, La and offering Salary Contact Linda Monta:
: ’ : 337.802.0377

+ mileage East Ridge Baptist Church

337,477,717

SEEKING A FULL TIME

SEEKING A PASTOR

First Baptist Church of Hatfield,
Arkansas is prayerfully seeking a
full time or bi-vocational Pastor

is seeking a Full Time Youth Pastor,
great opportunity leading a large
youth ministry with lots of potential.
Please send resume to Ed Colvin at
ed@fbcruston.org

who preaches the whole counsel
of God. A parsonage is provided. Please
senda résumé and include a link to
three recent sermons to: FBC Hatfield,
P.0. Box 108, Hatfield, AR 71945 or
email to:fbchhatfield@gmail.com

Y . SEEKING PART-TIVE
< JUSIChINIST

uuuuwuuw LA
Wwwumwﬁ.mu m

SEEKING A FM.-TIME

YOUTH PASTOR

Fellowship Baptist Church. Greenwell

Springs, Louisiana is seeking a full-time
youth pastor. Candidates must have
experience. If interested please contact
rdy Guidry, Pastor @936.229.0611 or
email: office@fbcofcentral.org

SEEKING FULL-TIME

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF MISSIONS

The Greater Orlando Baptist Association (GOBA) is seeking a full-time
Executive Director of Missions. GOBA is a dynamic and growing association
of 130 churches and missions in the heart of one of the nation’s fastest
growing regions and largest tourist/vacation areas. MDiv required
(doctorate preferred) and experience in leading, training, equipping,
preaching, working multi-culturally, and coaching pastors and laity. Send
résumés to resumes@goba.org. Deadline for résumé: 6/30/25.

SEEKING A P A S'I'O R
FULL-TIME

Hodge Baptist Church in Hodge, LA is
¢ seeking a full-time pastor. Please
77 mail résumés to the Pastor Search
Committee in ¢/o Hodge Baptist Church,
P 0 Box 340, Hodge, LA 71247 or email
to: hodgebaptist@yahoo.com.

GOBA

Greater Orlando Baptist Association

YOUTH DIRECTOR

YOUTH PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Ruston, Louisiana

Y cBtbedg org or First Baptist Church, 406 W Main St. Homer, LA 71040, :

) Seeking a part-time

w'Musm
£ Minister

] ) Accepting résumés for a

\j ¢ .Christ-centered, bi-vocational
[ worship leader for Erwinville

BaptistChurch.Sendany

questions and résumeés to

Ebcwlsc2024@gmail.com.

J Include avideo/audio clipif possible.

SEEKING A PART-TIME

Emmanuel Baptist Church
5850 Buncombe Road, Shreveport,
LA. Excellent opportunity to joina
Christ-centered fellowship and build ol
avibrant youth program. Email ;&
résumé to: resume_ebc@mail.com

i

Sandy Bayou Baptist Church,
Columbia, LA is seeking a
bi-vocational pastor. Parsonage
is available as part of compensation
Send résumés to William Parker,
search committee chairman,
6441 Highway 559, Columbia,

LA 71418 or email
to SBBC2024@yahoo.com

SEEKING A BI-VOCATIONAL

PASTOR

Loch Arbor Baptist Church in Monroe,
LA is seeking a bi-vocational pastor.
Résumés may be sent to
labcpastorsearchcommittee@gmail.com
or mailed to LABC,

3960 Hwy. 139, Monroe, LA 71203.

SEEKING A

First Baptist Church of Homer, La is seeking <
to hire a Youth and Children's Minister. Please
submit résumés to brianthurman@yahoo.com

Seeking a Bi-Vocational

PASTOR

Friendship Baptist Church, located
between Saline and Jonesboro
Louisiana (16511 Hwy4, Bienville,
La 71008) is seeking a bi-vocational
pastor. In addition to the salary, the
parsonage is available as part of the
compensation package. Please email
résumés to salinebrown@yahoo.com.

HIXSON BROTHERS

FUMNERAL HOMES
Ninve M7

701 Jackson St. ® Alexandria, LA 71301 ® 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy ® Pineville, LA 71360 ® 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West ® Jena, LA 71342 @ 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. ® Marksville, LA 71351 ® 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

SEEKING A PART-TIME

MUSIC MINISTER ¢

Longview Baptist Church, Deville is accepting résumés for 7

a part time/bi-vocational music minister. For more information

/questions, call the office at 318.466-5313 or email inquiries _ ¢4 E 7ﬂ

to Pastor Robby Poole at rpoole@longviewbaptistchurch.com. T

Please include a video/audio clip if possible. )
Y
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EDITOR'S NOTE: The Baptist Message pro-
vides churches an opportunity to share
with other Louisiana Baptists an upcoming
revival, homecoming, new pastor, new
staff member, a community outreach, or a
concert in Louisiana Notables. To place your
event in the paper, send your information
(who, what, where, when, time) to philip@
baptistmessage.com or call 318.449.4345.
Please submit your information four weeks
prior to the event to insure placement in the
Message.

ON THE MOVE

W William, wife Jamie, Sikes will be joining
Swartz First Baptist Church, Monroe on April
1as the new student pastor.

M Patricia Priddy is the new music minister
at Ferry Lake Baptist Church, Shreveport

M Michael Brookover was ordained March 2
at Cook Baptist Church and began his new
position as Interim Pastor at Weldon Baptist
Church.

BKristina Henry has been hired as the LBC's
Children/Youth Missions Strategist.

WMike Wilkinson is the new Associational
Mission Strategist for LaSalle Parish.

M Lakeshore Baptist Church, Monroe: Derek,
wife Kaylee, are the new associate pastor of
education and youth.

WMusic Minister Paul Bell of Westwood Bap-
tist Church, Shreveport has resigned as music
minister.

W Seth, wife Marissa, Doiga is returning to
Live Oak Church at the New worship minute
this May.

WPatricia Crawford is the new Children’s
Minister at Summer Grove Baptist Church.

W Pastor Charlie Miller of Woodland Hills has
resigned as Pastor at Woodland Hills.

M Michael Ray Taylor is the new BCM Director
at Louisiana State University of Eunice.

HOMECOMING

WPine Hill Baptist Church, Leesville: 132-
year homecoming celebration. Guest Speak-
er: Jason Lupold, The homecoming service on
June 1, will begin at 10 AM. There will be a
meal after the service in Christian Life Center.
Pastor: Keith Dowden.

MPleasant Hill Baptist Church, DeRidder:
150 Anniversary, June 1, Sunday School, 9:15
a.m. and Worship service will be at 9:30 a.m.
Come and experience a spirit-filled worship
service, special music and a walk through
the church’s rich history. Stay afterwards for
food, fellowship and a celebration of God's
faithfulness. Pastor: Danny Wilson

WWest Quachita Baptist Association Cru-
sade, March 30-April 2, 6 p.m. Evangelist: Bill
Britt. Worship: WeRCalled. Hosted by church-
es of West Ouachita.

MMadison Baptist Association Crusade, Tal-
ulah: Crusade, July 13-16.

REVIVAL

MHopewell Baptist Church, DeRidder:
Spring Revival, April 28-30, 6 p.m. nightly.
Evangelist Jerry Chaddick. Pastor: Grey Gill.
M Alabama Baptist Church, Arcadia: Spring
Revival, April 30. Evangelist: Scotty McDow-
ell. Pastor: Tony Walton

WFirst Baptist Church, Keithville: Revival,
May 4. Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Mike
Stowell.

M Bethel Baptist Church, Colfax: Revival, May
4-7. Evangelist: Scotty McDowell. Pastor:
Kenneth Bratton.

BWHunter Magnolia Baptist Church, Mans-
field: Spring Revival, May 11-14, 2025. Evan-
gelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Amador Santos.
MLittle Pass Baptist Church, Charenton:
Spring Revival, May 18-21, 2025. Evangelist:
Bill Britt. Pastor: Chris Holloway.

MWHolly Grove Baptist Church, Wisner: Spring
Revival, May 25-28. Evangelist: Scott Mc-
Dowell. Pastor: Kenneth Bratton.

WPine Hill Baptist Church, Leesville: May 28-
May31, 7 pm. Evangelist Jason Lupo, Pastor
of First Baptist Church, Hornbeck. Pastor:
Keith Dowden.

W Waterproof First Baptist Church, Water-
proof: Spring Revival, May 30-June 1. Evan-
gelist: Scotty McDowell. Pastor: Larry Walters.
MBushy Creek Baptist Church, Merry Revival:
Revival, June 1-4, Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor:
Mike Streams.

Mlake St. John Baptist Church, Ferriday:
Spring Revival, June 4-7. Evangelist: Scotty
McDowell. Pastor:

WSouthside Baptist Church, Joneshoro:
Spring Revival, 8-11. Evangelist: Scotty Mc-
Dowell. Pastor:

B (ypress Baptist Church, Dodson: Spring Re-
vival, June 13-15. Evangelist: Scotty McDow-
ell. Pastor: Jesse Henderson

MOpen Door Baptist Church, Ragley: Harvest
Sunday, June 15, 2025. Evangelist: Bill Britt.
Pastor: James Blakenship.

Mindian Mound Baptist Church, Greenwell
Springs: Revival, June 22-25, 2025. Evange-
list: Bill Britt. Pastor: Dwayne Rogers.
WPleasant Hill Baptist Church, Columbia:
Revival, August 17-20. Evangelist: Sam
Moore. Pastor:

MFort Necessity Baptist Church, Fort Neces-
sity. Revival, August 21-24, 2025, Evangelist:
Sam Maoore. Pastor: John Bradley.

MMilldale Baptist Church, Zachary: Bible
Conference, August 29-September 1, 2025.
Evangelist: Bob Pitman. Pastor: Jeremy
Pruitt.

MFellowship Baptist Church, Greenwell
Springs: Revival, September 28-October 1
2025. Evangelist Bob Pitman. Pastor: Mardy
Guidry.

W Wallace Baptist Church, Pelican: Revival,
September 7-10, Evangelist: Sam Moore.
Pastor: Jeff Jinks.

MThe Church at Oakgrove, Ringgold. Revival,
September 11-14, 2025. Evangelist: Bob Pit-
man Pastor: James Hester.

MFellowship Baptist Church, Jena: Bible
Conference, November 8-9 2025. Evangelist:
Bob Pitman. Pastor: Shad Tibbs.

LAGNIAPPE

M| SU BCM, Baton Rouge: A celebration of
Steve Masters’33 years of service as the Bap-
tist Collegiate Minister at LSU will be held
April 27, 2-4 p.m.

MAshland Baptist Church, Ashland: South-
ern Plainsmen Quartet in concert, May 4, 6
p.m. A love offering will be taken. Pastor:
Danny Slack.

MTioga First Baptist Church, Pineville: Re-
tirement reception celebrating Timothy Hi-
saw, April 27, 3-5 p.m.

M (alvary Baptist Church, Alexandria: Gaith-
er Vocal Band — Love Like I'm Leaving Tour
2025, May 1, Pastor: Todd Strain.

M Bethany Golf Tournament: May 5, Crooked

WHollow Golf Club, check in 7 to 8 AM, Shot-
qun start at 8:30 AM, lunch will be provided
afterwards. Contact us for more information
and sponsorship price at 318.938.1221 or
www.bethany3.com.

M Compel Outreach Third Annual Golf Clas-
sic, Bossier City: May 16, 2025, The Golf

r

| Scripture Crypto

(lub @Stonebridge. There will be a four-
man scramble, 18 hobbies, Mulligans are
available. A $10,000 prize for the first hole
in one, longest drive and closest to the pin.
Learn more about the event and register at
compeloi.org.

BMt. Calvary Baptist Church, Independence:

Greg Sullivan Ministries in concert, May 18,
10:30a.m.

M Grangerville Baptist Church, Grangeville:
Greg Sullivan Ministries in concert with
Jessica Horton, June 22, 10:45 a.m. Pastor:
MThe Lighthouse Baptist Church, Indepen-
dence: Greg Sullivan Ministries with Jessica

|

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t"in this week's issue of the ScriptureCrypto.
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d." Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All
| numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

: KL CBG ADQ GZJSW SIZJWSGDIPJ, DQ GZJ CBWV :

 PBRRDIVIVKL GZJ ZDIVBU RBQJQ, UBW GZJ ISIJ GWSKJQ

: DIVUBW GZJ ZDCU GWSKJ

Answer to March 27, Scripture Crypto:
ephesians one: fpoirteem |

NUGENT/\\/Z

Clues:
| A=U; H=P
L — — — — —

AUDIO VIDEO

LIGHTING AUTOMATION

LOUISIANA’S CHOICE
FOR

Transforming churches
with tailored AV solutions,
including live streaming
and professional training

for your team.

192 Pinegrove Ave.
Pineville, LA 71360

844-4NUGENT
844-468-4368

nugentavi.com
sales@nugentavi.com
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PRO-LIFE

SAVING BABIES, HELPING MOMS: NEXT STEPS

x'\':‘\

= -
¥ X

PRO-LIFE
YOUTH RETREAT

BECOME THE

PULSE*

PREAUX LIFE GENERATION!

PULSE Leadership Institute (PLI)

is an inspirational pro-life training for
e high school and college students.

At PLI, students will be educated and

empowered to be the next generation

of pro-life and pro-family leaders and to

C'ouiayton uphold a culture of life in their

communities!

@;zm Bethany Church in Baton Rouge

REGISTER ToDAY! VL ARTL

WWW.PROLIFEPULSELA.com REGISTER TODAY!
www.theProLifeSummit.com
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