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Newly elected Louisiana Christian University President Mark Johnson emphasized the need for the school
to reflect a Kingdom mindset. Johnson, who was named the school’s 10th president on Feb. 25 and officially
assumes the position June 1, said LCU will modify its strategy from a national effort to a regional outreach as
they aim to increase student enrollment.

LCU graduates urged to lean on God

By Staff
Louisiana Baptist Message

PINEVILLE, La. — Newly
elected Louisiana Christian
University President Mark
Johnson challenged the
school’s Class of 2025 gradu-
ates to be strong in the Lord.

“You are at a finish line,
and you're headed to a new
starting line, and the jour-
neys will come,” Johnson
said during the 170th com-
mencement inside Guinn
Auditorium, May 10. “There
will be obstacles and chal-

lenges that you're going
to have to face, and
you're going to have to
lean on the Lord to get
you through some of
those difficult moments.
“Celebrate today,” said
Johnson, who assumes
the presidency June
1. “Families, celebrate
today. But as we know,
in this life you will have
tribulations. The Bible
says to be of good cheer,
I have overcome the
world.”

The school conferred 219
degrees (154 undergraduate
and 65 graduate) during
two separate but identical
ceremonies to accommo-
date the new alums and
their guests, who received
messages from several
members of the Class of
2025.

In her speech, Kamryn
West, a biological science
and chemistry major, told
the crowd that LCU taught
her how to depend on God.

“LCU may be a small
university, but it feels like a
family,” she said. “We stood
together in good times and
in difficult ones. We stood
for each other, and next
to each other. But God
also put professors in my
life, not just educators, but
mentors who encouraged
me and sometimes had to
break me down, so that
God could rebuild me.”

See COMMENCEMENT, page 7
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LBC EC: Seek,
strengthen,
cooperate

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

WOODWORTH, La.
(LBM) — During the May
6 meeting of the Louisiana
Baptist Convention Ex-
ecutive Board in the Tall
Timbers Baptist Confer-
ence Center, Louisiana
Baptist Executive Director
Steve Horn encouraged
members to be passionate
about reaching the state
for Christ.

EVANGELISTIC
VISION

In his report, Horn
highlighted the Conven-

tion’s vision statement —

seek the lost, strengthen
churches, and support
cooperative missions and
ministries.

Seek the lost

Horn said Louisiana
Baptists continue to see
spiritual fruit through var-
ious evangelistic endeavors
in the state:

-- 8,415 baptisms in 2024;

-- 75 congregations par-
ticipated in John 3:16 Sun-
day (19,000 business-sized
cards about the Gospel
were mailed and distribut-
ed by them for the March
16 evangelistic outreach

See HORN, page 2

LBC EB updated
on CP, entities

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

WOODWORTH, La.
(LBM) — During its May
6 meeting, the Louisiana
Baptist Convention Ex-
ecutive Board received
updates on Cooperative
Program giving and the
ongoing work of the four
convention entities.

BUDGET REPORT

Board members learned
that gifts through the
Cooperative Program from
January to March totaled
$232,035.00 more than
budgeted for 2025, so far.
However, from January to
March, churches have giv-

en $316,236.74 less through
CP this year than the same
timeframe as last year.

ENTITY REPORTS

LCU

Newly elected Louisi-
ana Christian Universi-
ty President Mark Johnson
emphasized the need for
the school to reflect a
Kingdom mindset. John-
son, who was named the
school’s 10th president
on Feb. 25 and officially
assumes the position June
1, said LCU will modify its
strategy from a national ef-
fort to a regional outreach
as they aim to increase
student enrollment.

See LBC EB, page 7
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Horn from page 1

effort);

-- Youth Evangelism
Celebration (501 spiritual
decisions, including 108 to
accept Christ);

-- mass evangelism
crusades in Beauregard,
Grant, Livingston and
Ouachita Parishes;

-- “Here for You”

multi-media campaign
yielded 7,864 views of the
Gospel via commercials on
TV or social media, with
244 trusting in Christ in
2024, while 3,379 views
have yielded 14 decisions
for Christ so far in 2025;
and

-- more children and

youth have registered for
camps at Tall Timbers Bap-
tist Conference Center so
far in 2025 than during the
same timeframe in 2024.

Strengthen churches

-- training (sessions to
strengthen engagement
among churches have in-
cluded the very first Rural
Church Summit May 12-13

along with evangelistic,
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missions, pastor search
committee, Sunday school/
small group and Vacation
Bible School training ses-
sions); and

-- creation of a church
self-insurance organization

Y

//

lardoin@spengle
sdarbonne@speng
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that is open to churches of
all faith traditions.

Horn emphasized that
the LBC only took the lead
in helping to create the
self-insurance cooperative
for churches.

“(T)his is not a Loui-
siana Baptist Convention
project now nor will it be,”
he said. “We are getting
closer but the organization
that has been formed to
create the self-insurance
program is not yet at a
place where we can launch
the program.

“If we can be successful
here, this will free church
dollars up to do ministry
and thus we will have a
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hand in strengthening

the church. We will see,
we will pray, and we will
continue to work on your
behalf when and where we
see this opportunity.”

Cooperative missions
and ministries

Horn thanked Louisiana
Baptist Foundation Execu-
tive Director Jeff Steed for
his leadership as he ap-
proaches his May 31 retire-
ment and voiced excite-
ment about Mark Johnson
assuming the presidency of
Louisiana Christian Uni-
versity on June 1.

He shared that 138
missionaries and families
serving with the Interna-
tional Mission Board have
come from LBC churches
and that $4,315,331.12 was
given by LBC churches to
the Lottie Moon Christmas
Offering in 2024.

AMBASSADORS

Horn closed his report
by asking board members
to be ambassadors for
the Cooperative Program
and Louisiana Baptists’
cooperative missions and

See HORN, page 3
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Revival spurs spiritual renewal at FBC Natchitoches

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

NATCHITOCHES, La.
(LBM) — Nearly 400 mem-
bers and guests of First
Baptist Church, Natchi-
toches, sought reconcil-
iation during a recent
four-day Thirst Revival
Conference.

Hosted by Niles, Mich-
igan-based Life Action
Ministries, the gathering
featured nightly messages
on the need to trust in God
even in the hard seasons of
life, removing idols, dan-
gers of bitterness and ex-
amination of one’s love for
the Lord and for others.

The conference also in-
cluded high-energy music,
children’s programming
and a women’s luncheon
led entirely by Life Action’s
ministry team.

In the end, the church
came away more unified
and ready for God’s next
step in their lives.

Tommy Rush, senior
pastor of FBCN, told
the Baptist Message that
every night entire families
filled the altar and others
gathered in pews as they
sought reconciliation
within their families, and
some individuals offered
long-overdue encourage-
ment, love and compassion

to their families.

“It was more of a focus
on being refreshed and re-
storing relationships in our
family and church,” FBCN
Senior Pastor Tommy
Rush told the Baptist Mes-
sage. “Sometimes you don't
realize how hungry people
in the church are to restore
broken relationships.

“The revival focused a
lot on families needing to
be closer and dads stepping
up to be spiritual leaders,”
he continued. “Our people
were so hungry for this
and every night we had a
packed house. They were
bringing friends and neigh-
bors and family members

because it was such a good
time of worship, and they
wanted more of it.”

Though the conference
has ended, the revival
among members has con-
tinued.

The Sunday after the
conference, the church
experienced an above aver-
age attendance in morning
fellowship groups.

“They have a greater
drive now for personal
discipleship and a burden
to reach the lost,” FBCN
Pastor of Discipleship
and Administration Brent
Shoalmire said. “Many
have expressed a deeper
concern for lost neighbors,
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and we believe we will see
that only continue for the
foreseeable future.”

Brett Rodriguez, who
teaches a fellowship group,
said his members were so
impacted by the confer-
ence that they spent their
allotted time the next
Sunday discussing what
had happened to them and
others.

“People in the class
were revived,” he said. “Ev-
ery person had something
to say that stood out to
them and the fact they are
talking about this a week
after it happened is a good
sign.”

Sarah Perot, another
church member, said that
prior to the conference her
quiet time and fellowship
group meetings dealt with
some of the same subjects
brought up by the Life
Action team.

“God prepared me for
the six months leading up
to the revival by bring-
ing up some of the same
material that was preached
on during the revival,” she
said. “God used that to
prepare my heart for that
time. I learned quickly that
for the church to enter
into revival, people have
to be revived personally
first and that definitely is
what happened with our
church.”

Calvary Baptist Church,
Many, will host a LAM
conference, Oct. 26-29.

Visit lifeaction.org to
learn how your church
can host a conference.

Horn

from page 2

and ministries.

Moreover, he urged them
to remain faithful to the task
of soul winning which God
has given them.

“4.6 million people are
living among us in Louisiana,
and every single one of them
are in need of the Gospel,”
he said. “In fact, if today is
an average day in Louisiana,
155 people are going to die
among us. Some will go to
Heaven. We praise the Lord
for that. But many will go to
Hell, right here from Loui-
siana. Let’s be on mission to
change that number as the
Lord tarries and as the Lord
gives us opportunity.”



1 LOUISIANANEWS

2025 Q1: Send Network Louisiana yields 141 decisions, 68 baptisms

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — Send Network
Louisiana churches cele-
brated a Gospel harvest to
start the new year, pro-
ducing 141 decisions for
Christ and 68 baptisms by
44 church plants during the
first three months of 2025.

Additionally, the church
plants reported 1,234 Gospel
conversations and an aver-
age of 64 in weekly worship
attendance, according to a
recent first quarter report
by Send Network Louisi-
ana.

Send Network Louisi-
ana Director Lane Corley
said the partnership with
the North American Mis-
sion Board, which went
into effect Aug. 1, 2023, has
helped the state further its
God-sized vision to see His
Kingdom expanded in Lou-
isiana by one percent over
the next decade.

“The Gospel continues
to advance to new people in

CHILDREN’S HOME SUNDAY « ANNUAL OFFERING

Louisiana through church
planting,” Corley told the
Baptist Message. “We also
continue to engage every
people group with new
Hispanic, Asian, Arabic
and multiethnic works.
Replanting continues to

be a major priority with
dozens of churches in need
of radical revitalization. We
need planters, re-planters
and partner churches for
opportunities all across
Louisiana.”

Researchers estimate
that 62 percent of approxi-
mately 4.6 million Louisian-
ans are lost (about 2.85 mil-
lion). If this church planting
and soul winning initiative
is successful in the state,
28,875 Louisianans will
be added to the Kingdom
through 231 new churches
planted in the state by 2033
(based on each reaching 125
people with the Gospel).
These salvations will be in
addition to those recorded
by already established Loui-
siana Baptist congregations.

Since the partnership be-

gan, the new church plants
that currently receive Co-
operative Program funding
through the North Amer-
ican Mission Board and
Louisiana Baptist missions
and ministries team, have
reported, collectively: 1,031
salvation decisions, 678
baptisms and more than
15,130 Gospel conversations.

Moreover, Corley said
that replanting churches
is still a significant need
across Louisiana, as 25
churches close their doors
for good every year. In
April, more than 50 people
came to New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary
specifically to attend the
annual Replant Bootcamp,
an orientation event for
potential re-planters and
pastors who want to get
their respective churches
involved in a replant proj-
ect.

Currently, 11 replants
are receiving funding and
care through Send Network
Louisiana.

Additionally, church

planting continues to help
Louisiana Baptists grow in
diversity. Sixty-six percent
of current church plants

are non-Anglo (11 Hispanic,
nine multi-ethnic, seven Af-
rican American, one Asian,
and one Arabic).

“Church planters are
being assessed, cared for
and equipped,” Corley said.
“Churches are stepping
up to become Supporting,
Sending, and Multiplying
Churches. We're glad to
see momentum building
for kingdom advancement
through church planting.”

Corley said 2025 already
is looking bright, noting
that 15 church planting
candidates already are in
the pipeline to be assessed
this year.

He added that support
continues to remain strong
among Louisiana Baptist
congregations for partner-
ing with church plants and
developing future church
planters. He said that 49
churches attended training
events held in February and

March in Lafayette, New
Orleans and Shreveport
and were helped in design-
ing a strategy and process
to raise up, develop, and
send out church planters,
re-planters and missionaries
from their membership.
Corley thanked the
NAMB for investing in
the state’s church planting
efforts. In 2024, NAMB
distributed $319,828.35 in
monthly church planter
supplements, startup grants
and planter benefits.
“We're grateful for
Southern Baptist churches
who contribute through the
Cooperative Program, and
give to the Annie Arm-
strong Easter Offering for
North American Missions
and the Georgia Barnette
State Missions Offering for
investing in church plants
that are reaching new peo-
ple with the Gospel across
Louisiana,” Corley said.
Interested in becom-
ing a church planter or
a sending church? Visit
SendNetwork.com.

[ives
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Journey Church Executive Pastor Josh Poe assists Senior Pastor James
Greer in baptizing Poe’s son, James David. He was one of 52 baptized
during the special lakeside sunrise Easter service, April 20.

Journey Church celebrates
100 baptisms in four months

PINEVILLE, La.

(LBM) - Journey Church
started out the first four
months of the year in re-
cord-breaking fashion with
100 baptisms, the most in
the church’s history for
this timeframe.

According to Pastor
James Greer, the milestone
reflects a hunger by the
church to grow more in
Christ and to make Him
known in the community.

EASTER CELEBRATION

Of the 100 baptisms, 52
took place during a sunrise
service on Easter Sunday.

“This is something I
will remember for the rest
of my life,” Greer told the
Baptist Message. “What
we witnessed was nothing
short of supernatural - a
clear move of God’s pow-
er and presence. [ want
to thank every volunteer,
every prayer warrior, and
every person who invited
someone. You helped make
an eternal difference.”

On the Saturday of that
holiday weekend, 49 deci-
sions were made for Christ
during an evening service.

The following morn-
ing, 52 people entered the
waters of Buhlow Lake in
Pineville during a sunrise
service and another 51
made decisions to follow
Jesus during three morning
services on the Journey
Church campus.

Nearly 2,400 attend-
ed the weekend services

and 23 people joined the
church.

Those who were bap-
tized or made decisions
have been invited to attend
a pastor’s luncheon to learn
more about the church and
to join a connection class
to help them grow in their
walk with Christ.

For Journey Church
Executive Pastor Josh Poe,
the Easter morning ser-
vice was extra special. He
had the honor of assisiting
with the baptism of his
son, who is seven years
old.

“James David has been
ready to be baptized for
over a month, but when
we told him about Buhlow
Lake, he wanted to wait
and do it there,” Poe said.
“There’s something special
about being out in na-
ture, especially as the sun
comes over the horizon. A
fresh start for the day and
a fresh start for his life.

As his dad, to be able to
baptize him is one of the
greatest joys in my life.”

FORWARD THINKING

Originally known
as Lee Heights Family
Church in Pineville, the
congregation moved in
2009 to the former site of
Donahue Family Church
and changed their name
to Journey Church. Since
then, the congregation
(which averages 956 in

See JOURNEY, page 8
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Friends, family and members of Tioga First Baptist Church gathered April 27 to honor long-time Pastor Tim Hi-
saw, who retired April 30. He became pastor with TFBC on Jan. 11, 2009. Hisaw served as a Baptist Message trust-
ee (2011-2017), including as president (2013-2015), the North Rapides Baptist Association moderator (2013-
2015) and a LBC Executive Board member (2018-2024). “During my time as pastor, the church has loved Jesus,
my family and the community,” Hisaw told the Baptist Message. “Among my favorite memories were being with
the people through the blessings and burdens of life. Baptisms, graduations, weddings and bidding farewell to
those who have gone to be with the Lord have brought satisfaction and joy on my ministry journey.”

Birthday weekend ends
with two spiritual births

By Staff

Louisiana Baptist Message

MANSFIELD, La.
(LBM) — More than 100
guests recently gathered
for the 9oth birthday
celebration of long-time
Calvary Baptist Church
member Mary McDon-
ald, but the celebration
continued the following
day with two individuals
proclaiming their new
lives in Christ through
baptism.

“That was just a real
uplift in my life,” Pastor
Alton Middleton told the
Baptist Message. “The
Lord is really working at
this little church. People
had just about written it
off, with the last two pas-
tors passing away before
I got here. Now, we are
using this to build mo-
mentum, and I believe the

Lord has greater things in
store for us.”

The celebration be-
gan April 12, with family
members, church mem-
bers and others gathered
to offer gifts and flowers
for McDonald. The next
day, Joe Lagars and Caleb
Maxwell came forward
to profess faith in Christ
following the morning
worship service.

Middleton then bap-
tized them in a cattle
trough on the church
property to become the
first baptisms since 2019,
according to the Annual
Church Profile of church
statistics.

Despite past challeng-
es the church has faced,
Middleton believes the
baptisms will spark a fire
among the congregation,
which averages 20 in Sun-

See BIRTHDAY, page 8

Ca‘r! God please save me today?
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God is using your church to
reach people with His truth!
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Commencement fonpae1

Logan Brimmer, who
played defensive end for
the LCU football team
and earned his degree in
criminal justice, cited Phi-
lippians 3:14 to emphasize
the importance of pressing
on towards the goal with
humility and integrity.

“Paul writes, ‘T press to-
ward the goal for the prize
of the upward call of God
in Jesus Christ,” he said.
“This verse mirrors the
athlete’s drive to a goal or
championship, but it also
points to a great purpose
in life, not a trophy, but
a life lived with service
and integrity. As we leave
here today, may we carry
both the grit of an athlete
and the grace of a believer.
Lead with humility and

live with purpose, knowing

that through Christ, every
step, every game, every
challenge, has meaning.”

William Dunham, a
music major, said his time
at LCU reminded him that
there is great joy in trust-
ing the Lord.

RapidesUrgentCare.com

“I truly believe that
every change that happens
in our lives, including this
graduation, every change,
is an opportunity to walk
with and trust the Lord in
a very intimate and deep
way, he said. “Because
when you trust the Lord,
when you walk with Him,
it shows that, yes, you
don’t have it all together,
but you're trusting the One
who does.”

Karen Carter, LCU’s
executive director of mar-
keting, graduated with her
Master of Strategic Lead-
ership.

“For years, I've had the
opportunity to capture the
candid moments that tell
the story of our time here,”
Carter said. She encour-
aged her fellow students
to “remember the beauty
of what lies in between the
shots.”

Jamel Owosu, who
earned his Master of
Business Administration,
like Carter, earned his un-
dergraduate and master’s

degrees at LCU. He also
played basketball for the
Wildcats.

“Faculty and coaches
showed me how import-
ant it is to have Christ as
the center of my life, and
I'll forever be grateful for
that.”

Elisabeth McGrath,
who earned her degree in
business administration
with an economics/finance
concentration, transferred
to LCU.

“When I first walked on
this campus, I felt peace,
purpose and the unmistak-
able presence of God,” she
said. “The time here has
been a personal spiritual
journey with the Lord.
Today marks the beginning
of a new chapter but also
stands as a testimony of
how far we've all come.”

In a prayer he led
for graduates, Louisiana
Baptist Executive Director
Steve Horn asked God to
bless them as they go out
to serve.

“We ask your blessing
upon these graduates as
they depart into the world
that you have given to

Urgent Care Starts with You!

At Rapides Urgent Care, we’re all about making your experience easy,
efficient, and focused on you. Whether it’'s a quick sports physical, fast
relief for a summer cold, or treatment for swimmers’ ear, we're here to
keep your summer running smoothly—because your health comes first!

Rapides
% Urgent Care

0 Urgent Updates. Caring Content.

Quick care is just a scan away—
walk in, check in online or visit
=l us virtually!

Follow Us!

them in a place of service
unto the King, our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ,”
Horn prayed. “We pray
that in all these things
they would be strong in
the Lord, being reminded
always that the same pow-
er that raised Christ Jesus
from the dead is the power
that works mightily in us
and through us.

“Indeed, let us be strong

LBC EB from page 1

“We want to win
Louisiana,” he said. “The
churches that launched
Louisiana Christian Uni-
versity in 1906 deserve an
institution that prioritizes
transformation from the
inside out. Before we reach
the world, we must first
reach our own students.
Our calling is to raise up a
generation rooted in faith
and excellence, beginning
right here in our state.”

He spoke candidly
about the importance of
relationships across cam-
pus and throughout the
state, noting the energy
and sense of purpose he
felt during the presidential
search process. He de-
scribed his desire to foster
an environment where
faculty, coaches, staff and
students are inspired to
live out the university’s
Christian mission in mean-
ingful ways.

He expressed apprecia-
tion to board members for
welcoming him into their
churches and communi-
ties, and he reiterated his
commitment to collabora-
tion and mutual support.

“Know that you have
a friend in Louisiana
Christian University, and
that we are not here to be
served, but to also serve”
he said. “So, tell us what
we can do to help your
ministries grow.”

Moving forward, John-
son said LCU will have a
‘Go Day’ every fifth Tues-
day of the fall and spring
semesters where students
will go out into the com-
munity to serve and share
the Gospel. This concept
is inspired by President
Jamie Dew of New Orleans
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary’s “Serve Day” where
students serve/evangelize
their local community.

“Our students need to
be seen and known in the
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in the Lord,” he contin-
ued. “Our Father, we pray
for these families today,
for today marks a place of
transition for them. We
pray that You would give
them courage as well to be
strong in the Lord. And so,
on this day of celebration,
where we celebrate our
graduates, God, we cele-
brate unto you, for you are
the author and the finisher
of our faith.”

community,” he said. “We
want to make a meaning-
ful difference in ways that
align with our mission, and
we want to be the kind of
institution that would be
missed if we weren't here.”
Johnson concluded
by sharing his belief that
if the university stays
focused on its Christian
values, student enrollment
and financial health will
follow. “If we do the right
things the right way, the
challenge won't be attract-
ing students, but hopefully
it'll be finding space to put
them.”

LBF

Louisiana Baptist Foun-
dation Executive Director
Jeff Steed said the minis-
try seeks to partner with
churches and entities to
advance the Kingdom in
Louisiana through various
services, including their
ChurchBiz Services. This
one-stop shop for church
business includes podcasts,
conferences, publications,
comprehensive solutions
and other offerings for
churches. The ChurchBiz
Services specifically in-
clude accounting services,
capital/stewardship cam-
paigns, cash management,
church loans, computer
support line, giving-gate-
way.net, online giving, and
payroll services.

Furthermore, $74.7
million has been achieved
toward the Foundation’s
Vision 200 (impacting
the Kingdom with $200
million given in 20 years or
less).

He also said that Louisi-
ana Baptists receive a good
rate of return for sup-
porting the Foundation’s
ministry, explaining that
every Cooperative Program
dollar contributed to the

See ENTITIES, page 12
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Birthday from page 6

day morning worship,
to reach the community
for Christ. A business
meeting is scheduled for
late May with an agenda
to discuss what Calvary
members can do to reach
out to Mansfield with the
love of Jesus.

“The Lord is blessing
us and it’s just a joy to

go to a church where the
people are wanting to do
something to reach their
neighbors and friends for Je-
sus,” he said. “I don’t know
what the Lord has for us,
but we have an eager church
that has a big heart to share
the Lord and invite others to
come experience what they
have found.”

JOlI nm ey from page 5

Sunday worship) has
celebrated the baptism of
1,032 new members into
the body of Christ and
witnessed hundreds of
other spiritual decisions,
including repentances to
restore fellowship with
Christ, and commitments
to vocational missions and
ministry.

The congregation’s
core value, “Growing
People Change,” facilitates
growth, Greer said.

Journey Church’s
ministries include Cel-
ebrate Recovery, a Christ-
centered, 12-Step recovery
program designed to help
individuals overcome

Summer Sunday $chool Quarter has
almost begun! Get yours now!

hurts, hang-ups and addic-
tions; devotions and other
spiritual growth resources
published on Greer’s web-
site; a television and online
ministry; and children’s
ministry featuring a tram-
poline park.

Sandy Bayou Baptist Church
Columbia, LA 71418

is seeking a bi-vocational
Pastor. Parsonage available

as part of compensation. Send
résumés to SBBC, 4803 Hwy 559
Columbia, LA 71418 or e-mail
delaneab@yahoo.com

SIHLIEAL SULT T
FUH B UHE; PHOHEE

[GURINTHIANSS

SUNDAY SCHOOL SUMMER DUARTER, 2025 JUNE, JULY, AUGUST

Scan here or visit
bogardpress.org/summer-digital-catalog
to shop Summer material now!

v" bogard press

Always True to the Word

GIVING = GATEWAY

ADVANCING THE ng THROUGH THESE MINISTRIES

LOUISIANA LEGACY

FAMILY & KINGDOM

DAFs: The
Multipurpose Giving
Strategy

Churches

LOUISIANA

DAFs & Estate Plans 7 (D

Integrating a DAF into your
estate plan can ensure a
legacy of generosity at
death with providing
flexibility now.
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LOUISIANA
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FOUNDATION
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®) 1-877-523-4636 @) contact@LBFinfo.org
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LEARN MORE BUIIVERCL T
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LBCHFM celebrates opening of regional compassion center

JOB OPENINGS!
-

COTTAGE PARENTS

(Full & part-time positions available in Monroe)
Please send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@lbch.org
or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

ﬁ_* LOUISIANA BAPTIST

WChildren’s Home

& FAMILY MINISTRIES

Brian Blackwell photo

Louisiana Baptist Children's Home and Family Ministries staff, trustees and supporters gathered for a ribbon
cutting that marked the opening of the Compassion Center, April 10, 2025.

sion Center.

“What an exciting thing this
is,” he said. “T just want to run
around the block singing.

Perry Hancock shared about
Potter, whose family was unable
to attend the ceremony.

Potter previously funded
construction of apartments for
homeless women and their chil-
dren on the LBCHFM campus.
Hancock showed her a concep-
tual drawing of the Compassion
Center, which at the time still

operate the Compassion Center,
told the crowd that the facili-

ty should serve 30,000-40,000
individuals a year. According to
the 2020 U.S. Census American
Community Survey, 34.9 percent
of Monroe residents live at the
poverty level.

“Luckily, all the time at the
Children’s Home we ask the
question, Lord, where are the
children and families who need
us, and we don' have to look
very far for the answer,” Han-

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

MONROE, La. (LBM) - The
Louisiana Baptist Children’s
Home and Family Ministries has
opened a center that will provide
the hope of Christ to those in one
of the nation’s poorest regions.

Supporters gathered April 10
for a ribbon cutting to mark the
official launch of the Compassion
Center, located at 501 Kansas
Lane on the campus of the LB-

Ibch.org

children. And because of these
two wonderful women, they have
a legacy of their own compas-
sion. But it’s a legacy of lives that
are going to be changed by the
power of the Lord our God.”

“It was just a matter of a few
weeks that she made an incred-
ible gift that made this facility
possible,” Hancock said. “And
when I think of her, T actually
think of women who have that

CHFM.

Approved by the entity’s
trustees during its May 12, 2023,
meeting, the 16,000-sq.-ft. facility
will provide food, school sup-
plies, diapers, shoes, new clothing
and other life-essentials. While
Monroe-West Monroe area
residents will benefit, LBCHFM
officials note that 80 percent of
the products will be distributed
to Louisiana Baptist churches and
associations outside the region
that either have a compassion
ministry or are interested in
starting one.

Matt Hancock, executive di-
rector with Compassion for Kids,
a LBCHFM ministry that will

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE

“Three generations
of Galloway s serving
Louisiana Churches.”

cock told the crowd “It’s right
here in our community, and

it’s all across the state. So, the
Compassion Center will be here
to meet physical needs, to build
trust, to be able to share the Gos-
pel and to give an unconditional
love of Jesus.”

LBCHFM President and CEO
Perry Hancock recognized two
families whose mothers donated
a large amount of money to make
the Compassion Center a reality:
Mary Gallaspy and Susan Potter,
both who have since passed away.

Whit Gallaspy, one of Mary
Gallaspy's sons, noted that his
mother had a heart for those like
the ones served by the Compas-

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com ® 800.25"6.‘0706

was a dream. kind of heart, particularly for

DESTRESSING
YOUR MINISTRY

Church Conflict causes excessive ministerial stress.
Destressing your ministry allows the minister to handle
church conflict from a vantage point of personal health
and wellness.

chur(;h

i
AUG. 28 « 8:30 - 3:.00

Louisiana Baptist Building
S30 — includes book, material, breakfast and lunch
Presenter: Dr. Reggie Ogea

For more information contact Ray.Swift@LouisianaBaptists.org or 318.449.4220
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EVANGELISM 101
(Part 5): What now?

By Will Hall
Message executive editor

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — Salvation is
not the end of the Great
Commission, but the be-
ginning, because it is not
enough that a person has
a redeemed soul, they also
need to live a redeemed
life.

Importantly, Matthew
28:18-20 expressly states
that Christ expects inten-
tionality in what happens
next for a new believer.

To be precise, we are in-
structed to evangelize the
lost to become believers,
mentor new believers to
take that next step of obe-
dience, baptism, and then
grow them into mature
followers by teaching them
“all” that Christ taught His
disciples.

From Pulpits to Politics: LCU President Leads Bold Season of Growth & Outreach Across Louisiana

From the church pulpit to the governor's visit, sofiball ficlds to nbbon
cuttings, Lowvisiana Christian University President, Dr. Mark L. Johnson, has
spent the spring months fully immersed in advancing the mission of LCLU

CONNECT

There are some immedi-
ate connections that need
to be made for the new
believer.

1. Provide her or him
with an easy Bible reading
assignment to complete
in the first week. Billy
Graham had his counsel-
ors hand out a four-lesson
study on the Gospel of
John (“Living in Christ” is
the one used in the “My
Hope” mass evangelistic
outreaches). This resource
offers the basics in “Know-
ing Christ,” “Growing in
Christ,” Obeying Christ,”
and “Witnessing for
Christ,” while also teach-
ing Bible memorization.

It is a good way to start
the person in the steps
to spiritual health and
growth (prayer, Bible

See EVANGELISM, page 15

aeross Lowsiana and beyond.

Since early spring, Dr. Johnson has logged over 10,000 miles, meeting with
domors, visiting churches, attending alumni events, and championing the canse
of Christion higher education throughout the region. “It’s been a rich and
rewarding season,” said Johnson, “The Lord s apening doars for LCLT, and
we're stepping through them with boldness, vision, and gratitude.™

Celebrating siudents remained a top priority. Highlights included the LCU
Ring Ceremony, spirted support for the university's sofiball and baseball
teams, and special graduation recognitions for student-athletes. Café Du
Monde celebrations and engaging theatrical productions added further jov and

creativity fo campus life.

OFF campus, D, Johnson presched at churches across Lowsiong, spoke at the
Drirector of Missions Conference, and participated in the Dr, Maggie Martin
Marketplace Leadership Summit. He also opened a session of the Louisiana
State Legislature alongside the Central Louizsiana Chamber of Commerce and

hosted Governor Jeff Landry for a special campus visit,
lcuniversity.edu € & @ (800) 487-1906

5 AR

LCU stud runs for the “priz of money to missions

Cade Fookes, a Louisiana Christian University student and member of Calvary Baptist Church, Alexandria, ran
100 miles to raise money that will go to aid refugees and children in Uganda. He began his journey at 6 a.m.
May 9 and finished at 5:35 a.m. the following day. Fookes said that to endure the rain and fatigue he relied
the prayers and support from fellow runners who joined him at various times. “I see running as a gift I've been
given by God, and so | can use it to then glorify Him and spread His message,” Fookes told the Baptist Message.
“Because | enjoy it and I'm pretty good at it, | was like | can do this and raise awareness for things and then ulti-
mately lead people to Christ.”

Submitted Photo

LCU also celebrated a generous and meaningful gift; 50,000 was received
from First Baptist Church of Lafayetie in honor of Luiher A. Burneys
refirement and decades of faithful service. The gift will benefit the university
and stand a5 a testament o Bumey’s enduring impact on Christian keadership
and education,

Im the civic arena, Dr. Johnson addressed the Central Lowisiana Rotary
Club, pariicipated in local rbbon-cutting evenis, met with prospective
students, and collaborated with busimess leaders on shared initiatives, *“We're
not just educating students—we 're shaping Chnstian leaders who will make
a difference in every sphere,” he nofed.

Crucial to the university s momentum, Dr, Johnzon credited the exceptional
executive feam surrounding him, “T'm blessed with a group of leaders who
bring wisdom, energy, and Christ-centered commitment o every table they
sit at,” he shared. From academics to admissions, security to technology, and
pdvancement (o Anance, cach team member has helped guide LCL through
this vital season of ransition with excellence and care,

Az LCU looks toward the future, Johnson remains energized by the
progress and parinerships underway, "This is a season of Bavor and
opportunity,” he said, “We're moving forward—together.”

May 22,2025 ® www.baptistmessage.com @ Louisiana Baptist Message
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Foundation Executive
Director Jeffrey Steed
to retire on May 31

By Will Hall
Message executive editor

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — Jeffrey Steed has
announced he will retire
on May 31 as Executive
Director of the Louisiana
Baptist Foundation, having
served in this leadership
role since April 1, 2020.

Steed plans to relocate
to Arkansas. He will travel
with his wife, Shana, and
they will be spending more
time with their children,
Whitney (25) and Corey
(22), who live in the Dal-
las-Fort Worth, Texas,
area.

“T am thankful to Lou-
isiana Baptists for the op-
portunity to serve the Lou-
isiana Baptist Foundation
over the last five years,”
Steed told the Baptist Mes-
sage. "It has been an honor
to partner in ministry with
many churches and other
ministries around the state
to advance the Kingdom.

I am grateful that God has
blessed the efforts at the
Foundation’s ministry in
tremendous ways for His
glory.”

During Steed’s tenure,
more than $70 million has
been achieved toward the
Foundation’s Vision200
strategic plan (impacting
the Kingdom with $200
million in 20 years or less),
and the Foundation has
reached its highest Short
Term Fund rate in more
than 16 years.

The LBF Board of
Trustees met April 23 and

named Director of Gift
Planning Jared G. Price to
serve as interim executive
director, starting June 1.
Price has served in his
present post since October
2022.

Price and his wife,
Aimee, are members of Al-
pine First Baptist Church,
Pineville, and have four
children: Adeline, Daniel,
Nathaniel, and Amelia.

“I am grateful for the
faithful leadership Dr.
Steed has provided to the
Louisiana Baptist Founda-
tion over the past several
years, Price said. “It is an
honor to be named Interim
Executive Director, and
I remain committed to
serving Louisiana Baptists
as we endeavor together
to advance the Kingdom.
Please pray for wisdom for
our staff and board during
this important time of
transition.”

Following Steed’s an-
nouncement, LBF trust-
ees released a statement
expressing appreciation
to him and reaffirming
their commitment to the
stewardship ministry they
provide Louisiana Baptists.

“The Board and Staff of
the Foundation are grate-
ful to Steed for his five
years of faithful service as
Executive Director and are
excited to embrace Price in
his new role,” they wrote.
“The Foundation looks for-
ward to continuing God’s
work to help advance the
Kingdom... one dollar at
a time... one ministry at a
time... one life at a time.”

Brian Blackwell photo

Aimee and Jared Price with children (L to R) Daniel, Amelia, Nathaniel and
Adeline. Jared Price will become interim executive director on June 1.

BUNCHES OF /- .
SAVINGS . 2

HIGHEST RATE IN STATE FOR CHURCHES AND OTHER
MINISTRIES ON CASH SAVINGS**

SHORT TERM
FUND RATE

*Based upon internal data.
**Rates subject to change.

BETTER THAN A BANK
SAVINGS ACCOUNT*

-

Increase your ministry influence with a
better rate of return on your church savings

3
LOUISIANA |
® BAPTIST
FOUNDATION ‘

Learn more: 877-523-4636 -
contact@LBFinfo.org |

v“ ,

Looking to Buy a Bus
for Your Church in 2025?

Whether you’re looking for new or
used, large or small, Carpenter Bus
has the bus or van you’re looking for.

1. Largest in-stock, ready-to-deliver
inventory of buses and vans.

2. FREE 8 Year / Unlimited Mile Body
and Chassis Warranty on all new
buses and vans sold to churches.

3. Has sold more buses and vans to
churches than any other dealer.

Look no further!

America’s #1
Church Bus Dealer

I BUS SALES

www.carpenterbus.com - 800-370-6180
Since 1953 - Nationwide Delivery - We Love Trade-ins!
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Entities from page 7

work of the Foundation gen-
erates $41 for churches and
other ministries.

Steed, who has announced
he will retire May 31, intro-
duced Jared G. Price as the
interim executive director.
He also thanked Louisiana
Baptists for their support.

“It’s been an honor, and I
mean that, to serve Louisiana
Baptists,” he said.

LBCHFM
Louisiana Baptist Chil-

dren’s Home and Family
Ministries President and
CEO Perry Hancock said
the ministry celebrated the
dedication of the Compassion
Center on April 10. Located
on the campus of the LBCH-
FM, the center will provide
the hope of Christ to those
in one of the nation’s poorest
regions and provide prod-
ucts for LBC churches and
Baptist-related compassion
ministries.

Approved by entity trust-
ees during its May 12, 2023
meeting, the 15,000-sq.-ft.
facility will distribute food,
school supplies, diapers,
shoes, new clothing and
other life-essentials. Already,

650 families have signed up
to receive food, and during
the first week of May, 15,000
diapers were received and
distributed to pregnancy care
centers.

He invited churches and
associations to contact the
LBCHFM if they are in-
terested in receiving items
to distribute through their
compassion ministries -- at
no charge to the ministry.

He said these items cannot
be sold, must be picked up at
the Compassion Center and
the Gospel must be presented
when distributing the items
in their respective commu-
nities.

Hancock reminded board
members about the upcom-
ing Foster Care and Adoption
Tour, a series of presentations
throughout the year around
the state where churches,
who have invited LBCHFM,
are educated and encour-
aged to develop foster care
and adoption ministries that
reach the next generation for
Christ.

“We're finding churches
that start foster care and
adoption support groups
draw in foster parents who

are not believers,” he said.
“They’ll come to the church
to get the support they need
to take care of those children.
Well, guess what happens?
Every once in a while, they
start showing up at church.
And guess what? Every once
a while, someone is saved
because they took the time to
meet their needs.”

LBM

Horn directed board
members to read the report
from the Louisiana Baptist
Message on behalf of Exec-
utive Editor Will Hall, who
was at the state Capitol in his
other role as director of the
Louisiana Baptist Office of
Public Policy.

Hall was in Baton Rouge
to testify in favor of H.B. 371,
legislation that would protect
all churches from govern-
ment infringements upon
what ministries are hosted
and when.

In the report, Hall wrote
that the Baptist Message
remains on solid financial
footing, with advertising
revenue slightly up and CP
allotments steady. He also
noted that during the fall
trustee meeting the entity’s
board approved a change to
reduce the number of print
editions from 14 to 12 each

NUGENT/\\/Z

AUDIO VIDEO

LIGHTING AUTOMATION

LOUISIANA’S CHOICE
FOR

Transforming churches
with tailored AV solutions,
including live streaming
and professional training

for your team.

192 Pinegrove Ave.
Pineville, LA 71360

844-4NUGENT
844-468-4368

nugentavi.com
sales@nugentavi.com

year, without changing sub-
scription rates, thus helping
the ministry to respond to
the average 20 percent hike
in goods since COVID.

Hall noted that the
Baptist Message remains
committed to Louisiana
Baptists’ emphasis on creat-
ing a culture of evangelism
in the state, referencing
stories that have been pub-
lished about: a monthly
series started in 2025 about
the basics of evangelism;
the 1,316 spiritual decisions,
including 602 salvations,
that were made during the
Livingston Parish GO TELL
America Crusade, March
16-19 in Denham Springs; the
56 salvations made during
men’s and women'’s retreats
around the state; the pos-
itive resulted of the Send
Network Louisiana church
planting initiative; and the
20 baptisms that took place
at Ouachita Baptist Church,
West Monroe, leading up to a
March 30-April 2 crusade in
the area.

In his Office of Public Pol-
icy report, Hall said that on
behalf of Louisiana Baptists,
the OPP hosted a meeting
during the 2024 LBC Annual
Meeting to organize a human
trafficking rescue effort that
took place during the week
leading up to Super Bowl LIX
in New Orleans (resulting in
the rescue of 15 children).

Meanwhile, in January,

a Texas faith-based group
reached out to the OPP for
guidance on how to estab-
lish a church and religious
nonprofit self-insurance

pool (similar to the one for
Louisiana churches that was
approved by the legislature in
2023). He said that In April

a Texas Baptist lawmaker
introduced H.B. 3320 that
offers to establish a property
and casualty self-insurance
pool for religious institutions
in that state.

Regarding other OPP
activities, he said that in
March the Chief of Staff for
U.S. House Speaker Mike
Johnson visited the OPP and
was briefed about inputs for
needed national legislation
that would help the state’s
churches.

Additionally, Hall wrote
that the OPP is facing a full
slate of legislation for which
they will provide testimo-
ny that reflects “consensus
statements of values by Loui-
siana Baptists.”

These include H.B. 570
(presented by Rep. Kim
Carver, a deacon with First
Baptist Church, Covington),
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that would provide vital
Internet protection for chil-
dren, as well as other bills
that protect children from
sexual grooming; broaden
protections against abortion
coercion; and punish the sale
of hemp consumables to in-
dividuals under the age of 21.
He wrote that the OPP
will oppose legislation that
proposes to legalize medical
marijuana, create special pro-
tections for sexual orienta-
tion and gender identity, and
offer exceptions to the total
abortion ban in the state.

EB PRESIDENT

Executive Board Presi-
dent Tim Williams, pastor,
Williams Boulevard Baptist
Church, Kenner, said pastors
must rest and trust in the
Lord.

Sharing from Psalm 23,
Williams said many times
pastors find it difficult to be
vulnerable because of past
attacks. When those times
come, pastors must resist
the temptation to be stul-
tified by the past, he urged
and instead seek the Lord’s
presence.

“We've got to keep go-
ing,” he said. “We've got to
win the world for Christ.”

LBC PRESIDENT

Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion President David Goza,
pastor, Jefferson Baptist
Church, Baton Rouge, re-
minded board members that
they need the hand of God
on their lives.

Drawing from Ezra 7 and
Nehemiah 2, Goza said the
Lord used Ezra and Nehemi-
ah, who were godly leaders,
were willing to count the
cost, and seized the oppor-
tunity.

“They both had a
God-given dream and vision
for what God was calling
them to do,” he said. “They
seized that opportunity, and
that’s what set them apart.
They didn't let anything
distract them. They had
a burning passion, a zeal
within their hearts. They
were self-motivated. They
were spirit motivated. They
weren't distracted by the
things of the world.”

In the same way, Goza
said board members must
follow the example of Ezra
and Nehemiah.

“Let nothing deter you
from your task, your family,
your church, your service to
Christ,” he said. “It’s your
calling from the Lord.”
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Seekinga

&
e ik e Full Time/Bi-Vocational pastor = RT[[:T§Y
Sam MOO[E, Evangelistic Ministries Ok Bt Bt Chureh Cis PI ANlST

479-381-1170, sam@evangelistsammoore.com ., I i secingaful T

: : : . v LY . (or bi-vocational) Pastor. A parsonage
Sam Moore is a vocational evangelist. He has the gift s provided. Please send arésumé o
of an evangelist and the heart of a pastor. He is available

0ld Bethel, PO Box 95, Clarks, LA 71415
for revivals, crusades, Harvest Days and witness training. orentll o obbcl831@gmall com.
Call or email to schedule your 2025 events.

www.evangelistsammoore.com

Westside Baptist Church seeks a

PASTOR

Westside Baptist Church, Natchitoches,
LAis seeking a pastor. Résumés can
be mailed to Pastor Search Committee,

v . D ' \L L Attn: Mike Newton, 6834 Hwy 1 Bypass,
) ) Natchitoches, La. 71457 or submitted
3 to Mike Newton via email at

‘Absolutely loweStiprices.on the beac ‘
Orarfye,BeachyAlabama

westsidenatchitoches@gmail.com.

LACOSBE

LOUISIANA CONFERENCE OF SOUTHERN BAPTIST EVANGELISTS

Use an evangelist for your next revival, crusade or harvest day event.

RENT L "WWAM IAN FAMILY‘ ;

es - One, two, three be rooms

Go to LACOSBE.org

“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers;
For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,
for the edifying of the body of Christ;" Ephesians 4:11-12

Lhurch rinance
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RUBBER STAMPS
SIGNS — BADGES
SEALS — FLAGS
BRONZE PLAQUES

Seeking part-time

Youth Pastor
Candidate who’s heart is after =
God and youth. Teaching, :
encouraging & navigating life :

Message
ass|fied

# Ad¢

DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-
HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18
East Quitman, Mississippi
39355 Melton & Sandra Da-
vis. 30-plus years experience,
Family-Owned and Operat-
ed. Variety of fabrics avail-
able. Work done on-site. All
Work Guaranteed. Call for
estimates: 601.776.6617. If
remodeling your sanctuary,
please give us a call about
upholstering your pews!

: with Jesus as Lord. Send resume:
cooperbaptistchurch@yahoo.com
Cooper Baptist is located in
Leesville, La and offering Salary
+ mileage

Manfcturers of
MARKING DEVICES

SINCE 1867

4315 Bienville St. — New Orleans
504.525.2128

SEEKING LHALW-WML
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CANE BRAKE BAPTIST
CHURCH of Lottie, LAisseek- | |\ |\ |\ | N @ | |
ing a bi-vocational pastor. | | | &

Please mail resumes to PO
Box 127, Lottie, LA 70756 or
email to crwlew@gmail.com.

FULL TIME SOUTHERN BAPTIST
SENIOR PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Arcadia, Louisiana, is
seeking a full time Southern Baptist Senior
Pastor.

Please send résumés to Steve Gleason,
Pastor Search Committee, P.O. Box 29,
Arcadia, Louisiana
or
e-mail to pscarcadia@yahoo.com.
Résumés will be received through the close

of business June 16, 2025.
SEEKING A
FULL-TIME

. Hodge Baptist Church in Hodge, LA is

7 seeking a full-time pastor. Please

%" mail résumés to the Pastor Search

Committee in ¢/o Hodge Baptist Church,

P 0 Box 340, Hodge, LA 71247 or email
to: hodgebaptist@yahoo.com.

SEEKING A FULL-TIME

PASTOR

Pleasant Hill Baptist
Church in DeRidder,
La.isseekinga
full-time pastor.
Please send your
résumé to
ommittee@phbcderidder.com

SEEKING A FULL TIME

YOUTH PASTOR

First Baptist Church, Ruston, Louisiana
is seeking a Full Time Youth Pastor,
great opportunity leading a large
youth ministry with lots of potential.
Please send resume to Ed Colvin at
ed@fbcruston.org

SEEKING A BI-VOCATIONAL

PASTOR

Loch Arbor Baptist Church in Monroe,
LAis seeking a bi-vocational pastor.
Résumés may be sent to
labcpastorsearchcommittee@gmail.com
or mailed to LABC,

3960 Hwy. 139, Monroe, LA 71203.

SEEKING A Fm-TIME

YOUTH PASTOR

Fellowship Baptist Church. Greenwell

Springs, Louisiana is seeking a full-time
youth pastor. Candidates must have
xperience. If interested please contact

@fardy Guicry, Pastor €336.229.061 o
e r us : email: office@fhcofcentral.org
EEIE D S SIEIEID

FEED / SEED / FERTILIZER

FARM / LSAG/:;«II-ISESGARDEN
S i v BOOK YOUR CLASSIFIED AD TODAY
Alexandria, LA ' Call 318.449.4351

318.443.5929 / 318.442.2325

SEEKING A PART-TIME

YOUTH DIRECTOR

Emmanuel Baptist Church
5850 Buncombe Road, Shreveport,
LA. Excellent opportunity to joina
Christ-centered fellowship and build
avibrant youth program. Email
résumé to: resume_ebc@mail.com

SEEKING A PASTOR

First Baptist Church of Hatfield,
Arkansas is prayerfully seeking a
full time or bi-vocational Pastor
who preaches the whole counsel

of God. A parsonage is provided. Please
senda résumé and include a link to
three recent sermons to: FBC Hatfield,
P.0. Box 108, Hatfield, AR 71945 or
email to:fbchhatfield@gmail.com

FUNERAL HOMES
Since 1907

701 Jackson St. ® Alexandria, LA 71301 @ 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy @ Pineville, LA 71360 ® 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West ® Jena, LA 71342 @ 318.992.4158
445 W Bontemps St. ® Marksville, LA 71351 ® 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

HLXSON BROTHERS

WE CAN HELP

PROFESSIONAL
TREE REMOVAL
TREE PRUNING
TREE TRIMMING
STORM CLEAN-UP
TREE MAINTENANCE
LAWN MAINTENANCE

. CALL US TODAY!

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

3 1 8-T3R18E-873-3626

Pov AW Youwr LAWN MAINTENANCE Projects

Seeking a Bi-Vocational

PASTOR

Friendship Baptist Church, located
between Saline and Jonesboro
Louisiana (16511 Hwy4, Bienville,
La 71008) is seeking a bi-vocational
pastor. In addition to the salary, the
parsonage is available as part of the
compensation package. Please email
résumés to salinebrown@yahoo.com.

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL
Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas

318.465.1006
melvinthomas46@gmail.com

411 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106
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study, worship, fellowship
with other believers, and
sharing Christ with oth-
ers). Also, the Gospel of
John especially emphasizes
what all four Gospels un-
derscore — Passion Week
and Jesus self-sacrifice for
us (about 43 percent of the
Book of John). It is an ideal
resource for new believers
because the Gospel of John
was written “that you may
believe” (John 20:31).

2. He or she needs to
be engaged with a local
congregation. You might
need to pick her or him
up and bring that person
to church with you. Or
you might need to go to
a congregation of his or

her choice. Remember to
mentor people of the same
biological sex as you, and if
minors are involved, have
someone with you (pref-
erably the parents) when-
ever you are counseling or
riding with a child.

3. Plug that person into
a ministry right away —
hospital visits, food pantry,
Habitat for Humanity, etc.
Do not wait for someone
to “get comfortable” in a
congregation.

4. Enroll her or him in
a Sunday School class ...
BUT ... know that a general
small group Bible study is
not sufficient to meet the
discipleship needs of a new
believer. Sunday School

Louisiana Notables

EDITOR'S NOTE: The Baptist Message provides
churches an opportunity to share with other
Louisiana Baptists an upcoming revival, home-
coming, new pastor, new staff member, a
community outreach, or a concert in Louisiana
Notables. To place your event in the paper, send
your information (who, what, where, when,
time) to philip@baptistmessage.com or call
318.449.4345. Please submit your information
four weeks prior to the event to insure place-
ment in the Message.

ON THE MOVE
M Christian, wife Lorraine, Charrier is the new
student minister at Parkview, Monroe
W John, wife Kristi, McKenzie is the new pastor
at Pine Grove, Bastrop,
W Patricia Crawford is the new children’s Minis-
ter at Summer Grove in Shreveport.

Ronney Joe Webb, Missions, Family Ministry
at First Baptist Church, has resigned to become
Director of Missions, Jones County, MS.

WTim Purvisis the new Children to Family Pas-
tor at Summer Grove, Shreveport.

HOMECOMING

M Pine Hill Baptist Church, Leesville: 132-year
homecoming celebration. Guest Speaker: Ja-
son Lupold, The homecoming service on June
1, will begin at 10 AM. There will be a meal
after the service in Christian Life Center. Pastor:
Keith Dowden.

WPleasant Hill Baptist Church, DeRidder: 150
Anniversary, June 1, Sunday School, 9:15 a.m.
and Worship service will be at 9:30 a.m. Come
and experience a spirit-filled worship service,
special music and a walk through the church’s
rich history. Stay afterwards for food, fellow-
ship and a celebration of God's faithfulness.
Pastor:

WElwood Baptist Church, Forest Hill: Revival,
Aug. 10-13; Sunday, 10:30 a.m., Speaker: Ray
Swift; Sunday, 6 p.m., Speaker. Steve Speer;
Monday, 7 p.m., Speaker: Jeff James; Tuesday,
7 p.m., Speaker: Josh Dickson; Wednesday,
7 p.m., Speaker: Brett Faulk. Pastor: Michael
Evans.

MMorrow Baptist Church: Homecoming, May
25,10 a.m. Dinner on the grounds will follow.

Speaker: J.D. Fail.
REVIVAL

W Bushy Creek Baptist Church, Merry Revival:
Revival, June 1-4, Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor:
Mike Streams.
W Lake St. John Baptist Church, Ferriday:
Spring Revival, June 4-7. Evangelist: Scotty
McDowell. Pastor:
W Southside Baptist Church, Joneshoro: Spring
Revival, 8-11. Evangelist: Scotty McDowell.
Pastor:
W (ypress Baptist Church, Dodson: Spring
Revival, June 13-15. Evangelist: Scotty Mc-
Dowell. Pastor:
MOpen Door Baptist Church, Ragley: Harvest
Sunday, June 15, 2025. Evangelist: Bill Britt.
Pastor: James Blakenship.
Mindian Mound Baptist Church, Greenwell
Springs: Revival, June 22-25, 2025. Evangelist:
Bill Britt. Pastor: Dwayne Rogers.
WPleasant Hill Baptist Church, Columbia: Re-
vival, August 17-20. Evangelist: Sam Moore.
Pastor:
WFort Necessity Baptist Church, Fort Necessity.
Revival, August 21-24, 2025, Evangelist: Sam
Moore. John Bradley.
M Milldale Baptist Church, Zachary: Bible Con-
ference, August 29-September 1, 2025. Evan-
gelist: Bob Pitman. Pastor: Jeremy Pruitt.
MFellowship Baptist Church, Greenwell
Springs: Revival, September 28-October 1
2025. Evangelist Bob Pitman. Pastor: Mardy
Guidry.
B Wallace Baptist Church, Pelican: Revival,
September 7-10, Evangelist: Sam Moore. Pas-
tor: Jeff Jinks.
MThe Church at Oakgrove, Ringgold. Revival,
September 11-14, 2025. Evangelist: Bob Pit-
man Pastor: James Hester.
MFellowship Baptist Church, Jena: Bible Con-
ference, November 8-9 2025. Evangelist: Bob
Pitman. Pastor:

LAGNIAPPE
W Grangerville Baptist Church, Grangeville:
Greg Sullivan Ministries in concert with Jessica
Horton, June 22, 10:45 a.m. Pastor:
M The Lighthouse Baptist Church, Indepen-
dence: Greg Sullivan Ministries with Jessica
Horton June 22, 6 p.m. Pastor:

connects that new person
with the congregation

and in the long term will
minister to that individu-
al’s educational and fellow-
ship needs. However, there
must be a new believer’s
class that provides the
basics of being a citizen of
the Kingdom and a child of
God. It is vital to explicitly
teach new believers about
how to “walk in the new-
ness of life” (Romans 6:4).

GROW

Indeed, these initial
connections need to be
followed by a progression
of studies for the new
believer that includes a
follow-on 6-week course of
study about: the character
of God (three Persons, One
Being; holiness; etc.) and
the nature of the relation-
ship He seeks with each
believer; how to pray; the
power of His Word and
why we study the Bible;
the purpose of worship;
the need for fellowship
with other believers; what
to do when sin happens;
baptism as obedience; the
Lord’s Supper as remem-
brance; the Gospel in the
fullness of its five elements
(virgin birth, sinless life,
substitutionary death,
bodily resurrection, im-
minent return); and how
to start sharing Jesus with
others, even as a new be-
liever.

Afterward there should
be a 6-month study about

r —

holy living (Galatians
5:22-23) and how to be His
disciple.

-- “Holy Living” could
be taught in terms of the
sanctification of Jacob (as
an event and a process
from being a “supplanter”
of God’s plan to being a
person, “Isreal,” in whom
“God rules.”

-- “How to be His
Disciple” might be taught
by walking new believers
through the Book of Mat-
thew, which essentially is a
training guide for disciple-
ship. Simply emphasize the
five discourses Jesus shared
with His followers:

(1) The “Sermon on the
Mount” (Ch. 5-7) under-
scores Kingdom values
and is also known as the
“Ethics Discourse.”

(2) The “Missions Dis-
course” (Ch. 10) records
the commissioning of
His apostles as disciples
to Israel and about their
preparation for a world-
wide mission among the
Gentiles.

(3) Jesus used the para-
bles of Chapter 13 to reveal
secrets about the King-
dom, in context of His
plans for His people, and
this composes the “King-
dom Discourse.”

(4) Life as the Church
is the focus of Chapter
18, which is known as the
“Community Discourse.”
In this passage, there is an
emphasis on humility and
forgiveness.

(5) Meanwhile, the

. Scripture Crypto

I The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse I
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t"in this week's issue of the ScriptureCrypto.

| Next week, “a” could stand for a “d." Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

last of the intentional
teachings by Jesus to His
disciples is the “Olivet
Discourse” (Ch. 24, 25),
also known as the “End
Times Discourse,” in which
Jesus answers His disciples’
questions about Israel at
“the end of the age.”

FOLLOW

Obviously, there are
other possible paths of
training and develop-
ment that could guide the
growth of new believers.
However, the follow-up
plan outlined above at-
tempts to capture the
intentionality God used
(during the last year of
captivity and the first
months of the exodus)
to grow Israel, relatively
quickly, from having been
Egyptian slaves for 400
years to being His people
among all peoples. Like-
wise, it reflects Jesus’ pur-
poseful plan for growing
new disciples into being
followers of The Way (with
the Sermon on the Mount
serving as a sort of induc-
tion day for the year or so
of training He gave His dis-
ciples before He sent them
out to preach the Gospel
and heal the sick).

Regardless, know that
salvation is not the end
of your evangelistic effort
with someone, but just
the launching point for
the work that is needed to
help that person become
useful for Christ.

L

| kl chg adq gzjsw sizjwsgdipj, dg gzj chwv |

| vpbrrdivjv kl gzj zdiv bu rbajq, ubw gzj isij gwskjq, |

| shwk xhzgp ngjnepvg hap tjwp jbv ywvj vep mjgzi. |

| Clues:
D=A; Z=P
L — — — = =

obqgzxd ubxwgjji:gab

Answer to May 22, Scripture Crypto: |
EpphesianFoutee:two
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LOUISIANANEWS

Ouachita Baptist: Revival, 20 baptisms precede area-wide crusade

WEST MONROE, La. (LBM)

— Leading up to the recent West
Ouachita crusade, members of
Ouachita Baptist Church pre-
pared and prayed for God to move
throughout the event.

What they did not foresee was
an unexpected movement of the
Holy Spirit ahead of the crusade
that led to 20 baptisms as well as
many other spiritual commitments
by the congregation during the
first three months of the year.

“People are beginning to
re-evaluate their hearts and are
thinking about their relationships
with Christ,” OBC Pastor Mike
Holloway told the Baptist Message.
“Revival is a time of renewal, but
it’s also evangelistic. Some people
realized what they needed wasn't

ONE LIFE AT A TIME.

l_n AN

renewal but to get saved.

“And that’s been the blessing,”
he continued. “We prepared for
the crusade, but leading up to that
people recognized they needed to
get right with the Lord. It has been
a fresh move of God for sure.”

Among those who turned to
Christ during this time was Hollo-
way's grandson Cole (10). During the
April 1 worship service of the West
Ouachita Crusade, Cole realized his
need for a Savior and came forward
to make his decision public.

“I sat down with Cole to discuss
his decision in the counseling room,
and he understood what Christ did
for him on the cross and what his
responsibilities are in the future as a
believer,” Holloway said. “He is the
last of my four grandchildren to be

FAMILY & KIN

Estate Planning to
Advance the Kingdom

We are living at an unprecedented moment in history. Over the
coming years, it is estimated that trillions-of dollars in wealth-will

transfer from one generation to the next. This monumental shift
presents a unique opportunity for us, as Louisiana Baptists, to
reflect on how we can steward our wealth to advance the Kingdom.

saved and I am excited to be able
to perform his public baptism.”

The decisions reflect a spirit
of spiritual renewal within the
church and an evangelistic passion
that has developed among mem-
bers.

The crusade, March 30-April
2 at West Ouachita High School
in West Monroe, featured evan-
gelist Bill Britt and the band
WeRCalled. The area-wide event
was planned by six pastors in the
community, drew 400 in night-
ly attendance and resulted in 10
decisions for Christ, four of whom
Holloway has baptized.

Holloway’s congregation has
grown in Sunday morning atten-
dance from 150 in 2023 to 250 in
late March. They hold services

SCRIPTURE REMINDS US OF THIS RESPONSIBILITY: "HONOR THE LORD WITH YOUR
WEALTH AND WITH THE FIRSTFRUITS OF ALL YOUR PRODUCE.” -PROVERBS 3:9 (ESV)

on Sunday morning and evening,
prayer and/or outreach in the
community on Monday evening
and various discipleship and prayer
activities on Wednesday evening.
Additionally, through Open Doors
Missions (an organization Holloway
co-founded 25 years ago), members
regularly participate in mission
efforts in the Ukraine, the Navajo
reservation in New Mexico, Malawi
and Zambia.

Looking toward the final nine
months of 2025, Holloway is antici-
pating what the Lord will do.

“The crusade preparation
brought a great renewal to the
members of our church,” he said. “A
spirit of revival and expectation has
developed and is evident when we
meet.”

2025 SBC

Annual Meeting

Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center
Dallas, Texas

June7

'ONE DOLLAR AT A TIME. ONE MINISTRY AT A TIME.

ADVANCING THE KINGDOM:

D

Now, don't let the term "wealth" mislead you—this command is
not just for the richest among us. In biblical terms, wealth
includes everything God has entrusted to you—your home, bank

account, retirement plan, and all the material blessings you
have received. Stewardship is not merely about how we manage

our resources today; it is also about how we plan for their use
after we are gone.

As believers, we know that all we have ultimately belongs to

God. He has called us to be wise stewards, not only for the
benefit of our families but also for the advancement of His
Kingdom. One way to extend our stewardship beyond our
lifetime is by including a charitable gift in our estate plan to our
church or other ministries that have impacted our lives.
Including a charitable gift in your estate plan is a way to
express gratitude for God's blessings and to ensure that His
work continues beyond your lifetime. Throughout history,

JUNE 2025

A properly prepared Last Will &

Testament is a common way to provide
for your family and provide a charitable
gift to your church or other ministries.

LOUISIANA
BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

Whether for life insurance or retirement
plans, designating your church or other
ministries as a beneficiary is a simple way

p Learn more: 877-523-4636 - Contact@LBFinfo.org

Crossover Dallas
https://www.namb.net/crossover/

June 8-9
SBC Pastors' Conference
Convention Center, Hall F

God has used the faithful generosity of His people to sustain
churches, support ministries, and spread the Gospel. By planning
ahead, you can help provide for the future of the ministries that
have shaped your faith and will continue to reach others for Christ.

The resources God has entrusted to you today can serve His

Kingdom long into the future. Honor the Lord with your wealth Sunday
by including a charitable gift to your church or other ministries 6:00 PM - 9:00 PM
in your estate plan. Monday

8:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Convention Center, Hall F

To learn more about how the Louisiana Baptist Foundation can https://www.shcpe.net/
assist you with establishing an estate plan that helps advance the
Kingdom, contact us at 1-877-523-4636, email contact@LBFinfo. org, June 10-11

SBC Annual Meeting
Convention Center, Hall F
Tuesday

8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Wednesday

8:00 AM - 6:00 PM
https://shcannualmeeting.net/

or visit www.Giving-Gateway.net.

Jared Price, J.D., Director of Gift Planning

JULY 2025 AUGUST 2025

Charitable gifts to churches and other
ministries can provide you with tremendous
tax benefits while supporting work that

to leave a charitable gift. advances the Kingdom.

f Xin0©
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