
TO REPORT A 
NEWS ITEM
OR TO BUY 

AN AD, CALL
877.234.3832

Volume 140 l Issue No. 8

July 24, 2025

www.baptistmessage.com

See GLOBALLY,  page 6

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

See WRAP-UP,  page 4

By Will Hall
Message executive editor

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

By Sammy Tippit
Special to the Message

BATON ROUGE, La. 
(LBM) – Louisiana Baptists 
can celebrate multiple vic-
tories on key moral issues 
and social concerns result-
ing from measures that 
were passed or defeated 

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) -- Technology has 
erased borders, and the 
Great Commission has 
never been more within 
the world’s reach.

You can sit in your 
living room on a Tues-
day evening and reach 
100 people for Christ. 
The next day, from your 
home office, you can 
preach to 30,000 people 
gathered in a town half-
way around the world. 
It sounds impossible, but 
these are realities that I 
have experienced first-
hand and taught others 
to embrace.

Yet few are seizing 
this opportunity.

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – The world was a 
summertime mission field 
for 245 students from the 
state’s Baptist Collegiate 
Ministries.

From serving at Tall 
Timbers Baptist Confer-
ence Center, in Vacation 
Bible School with Louisi-
ana Baptist churches and 
a camp in Wyoming to 
working overseas along-
side International Mission 
Board missionaries in 
Chile, Mexico, Switzer-
land, the United Kingdom 
and other undisclosed loca-
tions due to security con-
cerns, the students relied 
on the Lord to help them 
be His hands and feet.

“Through serving, stu-
dents not only discover but 

COVINGTON, La. 
(LBM) – Will Robinson 
was a young man of few 
words but his impact on 
those he encountered was 
immeasurable.

Robinson, who died, 

Special needs son impacted FBCC special needs ministry
June 7, at age 24, was born 
without the ability to 
speak. Still, his parents 
refused to let that stop 
him from living life to its 
fullest. In turn that mind-
set led to the creation, two 
years after his birth, of the 
“Special Friends Ministry” 
to individuals with special 

needs and their families 
with First Baptist Church, 
Covington.

Glynn Robinson, who 
serves as missions and 
evangelism pastor with 
FBCC, said he and his wife, 
Melinda, miss their son, 
but are thankful for the joy 
he brought to their family 

and community.
“There’s no way to 

physically account for it, 
but you just give God the 
glory because He is always 
drawing people and used a 
guy like Will and our fam-
ily,” Glynn Robinson told 
the Baptist Message. “We 
now have to keep honoring 

EVANGELISM 
101 (Part 7): 
Reach the 
world from LA 
with technology

2025 Louisiana legislative wrap-up

LBC BCM members 
share Gospel globally

during the 2025 Legislative 
Regular Session, with two 
directly impacting church-
es’ abilities to carry out 
essential ministries.

CHURCH INSURANCE 

When Gov. Landry 
signed HB460 into law 

as Act 461 on June 23, he 
completed the legislative 
process for supplemental 
appropriations that include 
payment of $2.9 million 
to the Fellowship of Loui-
siana Churches and Non-
profit Religious Organiza-

See IMPACT,  page 9

that legacy and God will 
show us a very clear path-
way forward.”

While the Special 
Friends Ministry officially 
began in 2003, the church 
already ministered to fami-
lies of children with special 

See EVANGELISM,  page 2
 Louisiana Baptist Collegiate Ministries sent 245 members on a mission to proclaim Christ, including LSU stu-
dent Konner Broussard (top photo), who served as a FUGE camp counselor. A young boy reads his Bible VBS.
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EVANGELISM from page one
Digital Evangelism is Powerful

 Fifty years ago, my 
friend Wade Akins and 
I came to know each 
other because of our 
connections to Louisi-
ana College (Louisiana  
Christiam University) -- 
a friendship that would 
span decades of ministry 
around the world.

More recently, when 
Wade heard about my 
"Skype Evangelism" ef-
forts, he called asking, 
"Can you teach me?" 
So, during his visit to 
San Antonio, I showed 
him how to use his cell 

phone to connect with 
the world and share the 
Gospel.

� e results were over-
whelming.

Wade began reaching 
thousands of people and 
training others to do the 
same, including Pastor 
Truman Herring, another 
Louisiana native and the 
fi rst person to ever share 
the Gospel with me. Now 
Truman preaches around 
the world almost daily, 
seeing thousands come 
to Christ from his home 
in Georgia.

I have personally wit-
nessed God use this ap-
proach to plant churches 
in villages where no 
Christians previously 
existed, conduct mass 
evangelistic events with 
tens of thousands in at-
tendance, and disciple 

new believers across 
continents.

� e harvest is ready, 
and the technology is in 
your hands!

Getting Started

Step 1: Build Rela-
tionships. Do not just 
broadcast “in the dark” 
– make connections 
overseas. Global digital 
evangelism thrives on 
authentic relationships 
with in-country leaders 
who share your heart for 
the lost. Even as I write 
this, a Southern Baptist 
pastor of Indian descent 
from Ohio is in India, 
fresh from our Digital 
Bible Institute training, 
and is showing churches 
how to partner for evan-
gelistic outreach.
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EVANGELISM from page 2
Step 2: Master Ba-

sic Technology. Do not 
let technology intimi-
date you. I began when 
an Indian pastor I had 
mentored asked for 
help in discipling new 
believers in his congre-
gation. We used Skype 
-- he connected a tele-
vision to his computer, 
and I spent several days 
teaching and discipling 
remotely. Then he asked 
me to conduct an evan-
gelistic meeting. So, the 
new believers I had just 
trained took what they 
had just learned and in-
vited people to the meet-
ing. We saw about 100 
people come to Christ, 
most of whom joined my 
friend’s church. Since 
then, I have used various 
platforms -- WhatsApp, 
Skype, Facebook, and 
others -- to reach peo-
ple in homes and large 
outdoor gatherings. The 
platform matters less 
than the heart behind it.

Step 3: Gather Your 
Equipment. You need 
surprisingly little to start:

-- high-speed internet 

connection (you may 
need to fund a one-
month connection for 
your in-country partner);

-- smartphone, tablet, 
or computer (on your 
end);

-- in-country partner 
with basic tech skills;

-- (for larger events) 
a projector, screen, and 
sound system (on their 
end); and

-- (optional) wireless 
lapel microphone for 
clearer audio.

Step 4: Start Small, 
Dream Big. Begin with 
home meetings or small 
gatherings organized 
by your partner in that 
country. I have conduct-
ed intimate meetings 
in living rooms and 
massive outdoor events 
with equal effectiveness. 
Remember that the size 
of the audience does not 
determine the size of the 
harvest -- God does.

Prayer is Essential
 
Any attempt to reach 

people with the Gospel 
must be saturated in 

prayer. We must speak 
in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, never becoming 
dependent on technolo-
gy alone. Technology is 
merely a tool, effective 
only as it is wielded in 
the power of God's Spirit. 
Also, Satan will do every-
thing possible to hinder 
the Gospel from going 
beyond your church or 
community. Thus, prayer 
is not optional – it is crit-
ical, especially when us-
ing technology. So, pray! 
Pray! And pray more!

Global Mission Field Awaits
 
The Great Commis-

sion has never been 
more achievable -- from 
your kitchen table, 
you can reach the un-
reached, and from your 
church office, you can 
plant churches on con-
tinents you have never 
visited. The question, 
then, is not whether 
you have the means but 
whether you have the 
heart.

The Gospel is the 

hope of the world, and 
today, you can take it 
further than you ever 
imagined—without 
leaving your home.

Will you answer the 
call?

Evangelist Sam-
my Tippit was saved 
while attending 
Istrouma Baptist 
Church, Baton Rouge, 
ordained by the First 
Baptist Church, Walk-
er, and now resides in 
San Antonio, Texas.
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WRAP-UP from page one
tions, the corporation that 
was established in 2023 to 
launch a church self-insur-
ance program in response 
to the church insurance 
crisis in the state.
    FLCNRO is recognized 
as a nonprofi t by the 
Louisiana secretary of 
state and the U.S. Internal 
Revenue Service, and its 
board of directors includes 
leaders in six state faith 
communities (Assemblies 
of God; Church of God in 
Christ; Home and Foreign 
Missions Baptist; Louisi-
ana Baptist; Missionary 
Baptist; United Pentecos-
tal). When the insurance 
program is launched it will 
be open to congregations 
of any Louisiana denomi-
nation as well as religious 
nonprofi ts. 

Several Louisiana 
Baptist lawmakers were 
critical to securing these 
one-time funds for the 
church self-insurance start 
up: Rep. Julie Emerson 
(member, First Lafayette), 
chair, House Ways and 
Means Committee; Gabe 
Firment (deacon, First 
Pollock), chair, House 
Insurance Committee; and 
Jack McFarland (member, 
Caney Lake, Chatham), 
chair, House Appropri-
ations Committee and 
author of HB460.

MINISTRY PROTECTIONS

Rep. Beryl Amedee, a 
member of the legislature’s 
Freedom Caucus, champi-
oned HB371 to ensure that 
churches face no stricter 
regulations than the least 
restrictive rules applied 
to secular businesses. � e 
measure was drafted large-
ly in response to bureau-
cratic red tape which had 

prohibited Ridge Avenue 
Baptist Church in West 
Monroe from opening its 
children’s building to out-
side groups such as Moth-
er’s Day Out and a homes-
chool cooperative, each for 
a few hours several days 
each week.

RABC Pastor Jim Wolfe 
testifi ed before the House 
Committee on Civil Law, 
May 6, that the congre-
gation was in “the 19th 
month of struggling with a 
situation where some o�  -
cials have come in, inter-
preting the law as saying 
that the business of the 
church is Sunday morning 
and Wednesday night.” 
He further shared that 
any other activity with 
children and youth, even 
Vacation Bible School, 
which met outside those 
defi ned days of ministry, 
were considered outside 
the church’s occupancy 
permit. His testimony was 
received favorably, and the 
committee moved the bill 
12-0 to the House chamber 
where lawmakers adopted 
it 97-0. � e measure was 
well received by the Sen-
ate, too, with the Educa-
tion Committee unani-
mously moving it forward 
to the full Senate which 
adopted the bill 33-5.

OTHER KEY BILLS

In odd-numbered years, 
by law, the Louisiana legis-
lature holds Fiscal Sessions 
during which bills whose 
“object is to enact the Gen-
eral Appropriation Bill” are 
considered as well as other 
fi nancial matters relating 
to the state budget. How-
ever, each lawmaker may 
also prefi le up to fi ve bills 
on other subject matters. 

Among the non-budgetary 
items, Louisiana Baptist 
legislators championed 
some signifi cant measures.

-- Sen. Rick Edmonds, 
a retired pastor of Calvary 
Baptist Church, Shreve-
port, and current pastor, 
First Baptist Church, 
McComb, Mississippi, 
carried the banner for 
SCR41, which declares July 
“as a month of prayer and 
fasting, depriving ourselves 
in order to awaken our 
hunger for and need of 
God, humbling ourselves 
before Him, asking His for-
giveness, and seeking His 
blessings, grace, and mercy 
so that we, our communi-
ties, our State, and our na-
tion will be transformed.” 

-- Rep. Kim Carver, a 
deacon with First Baptist 
Church, Covington, battled 
Apple and other technolo-
gy giants to move HB570 
to become law as Act 481, 
which empowers parents 
to screen harmful material 
from children. Until this 
legislation was adopted, 
app stores allowed minors 
to download apps, agree to 
contractual "terms of ser-

vice," and then make pur-
chases without a parent’s 
consent – leaving children 
susceptible to exploit-
ative contracts and adult 
content. E� ective July 1, 
2026, app stores will be 
required to verify the age 
of customers, provide ac-
curate age ratings for apps 
and contact parents for 
consent to allow minors 
to make app purchases. 
HB570 was adopted 98-0 
by the House and 38-0 by 
the Senate and signed by 
Gov. Landry.

-- Rep. Mike Johnson 
(Speaker of the House 
Pro Tempore), a member 
with First Baptist Church, 
Pineville, led the fi ght to 
protect victims of domestic 
abuse from being stalked 
electronically in their cars. 
HB74, which was adopted 
unanimously in the House 
and the Senate and signed 
by the governor, requires 
motor vehicle manufactur-
ers to provide the means 
for an abuse survivor to 
turn o�  remote access 
technology which could be 
used by the perpetrator of 
domestic abuse to track the 
vehicle. 

-- Sen. Adam Bass, a 
member with Cypress 
Baptist Church, Benton, 
successfully advanced 
SB181 through the legisla-
tive process in his e� orts 
to restrict the expansion 
of gambling in the state via 
the internet. � is measure 
would have prevented 
“gambling by computer” 
by making it illegal for 
companies to conduct 
“sweepstakes” that are in 
fact gambling (a person 
risks something of value to 
realize a profi t). � e mea-
sure passed the House 99-0 
and the Senate 39-0, and 
religious leaders across the 
state urged the governor to 
sign SB181, citing concerns 
about increases “in divorc-
es, bankruptcies, depres-
sion, and brokenness” from 
any expansion in gambling. 
However, Gov. Landry ve-
toed the measure, writing 
that SB181 “is not neces-
sary” because the “Louisi-
ana Gaming Control Board 
… is already taking active 
steps to combat illegal 
gambling in Louisiana.”

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE
“Three generations 
of Galloway’s serving 
Louisiana Churches.”

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com l 800.256.0700

Call us
for  your  church 
insurance needs
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WRAP-UP from page 4
MORAL & SOCIAL VICTORIES

Louisiana Baptists con-
tributed to multiple other 
legislative victories via their 
representation through the 
Louisiana Baptist O�  ce of 
Public Policy. 

� e LBC OPP gave testi-
mony in: 

-- support of SB58, which 
creates the crime of “child 
grooming” in Louisiana (“the 
pursuit of an intimate rela-
tionship with a child under 
the age of seventeen … with 
the specifi c intent to commit 
a sex o� ense”). � e bill was 
presented by Sen. Patrick 
Connick with input and 
counsel from the Louisiana 
District Attorneys Associa-
tion. � e LBC OPP is continu-
ing to work with the LDAA 
to strengthen protections for 
students older than 17 years 
who might be vulnerable to 
being groomed by a teacher or 
professor or other authority 
fi gure in a Louisiana educa-

tional institution.
-- opposition to HB636, 

which proposed to create a 
system for taxing recreation-
al marijuana. Rep. Edmond 
Jordan authored the bill, 
claiming that pot legaliza-
tion would create a fi nancial 
windfall for the state and 
that a tax system should be in 
place beforehand.  � e LBC 
OPP was the lone witness to 
testify against the measure, 
o� ering factual evidence that 
showed: (1) California’s drastic 
drop in tax revenues from 
legal pot because of surging 
black markets of cheaper il-
legal pot; (2) Oregon’s human 
tra�  cking surge on pot farms 
(“narco slavery”); (3) Louisi-
ana’s emergency room visits 
due to pot exceeding those 
due to opioids, heroin and 
other stimulants combined 
(even though recreational pot 
is illegal in the state); and, (4) 
Louisiana’s youth (ages 12-17) 
abusing pot (ninth in the 
nation among other states). 

HB636 lost 8-7 in the House 
Ways and Means Committee, 
and the bill was withdrawn. 

-- opposition to HB22 that 
proposed residents in Concor-
dia Parish vote on “whether 
to allow the operation of 
video draw poker devices.” 
� e LBC OPP testifi ed that a 
legislatively sponsored study 
about the impact of legalized 
gambling in the state showed 
that, on average, about 40 
percent of Louisiana students, 
6th – 12th grades, already are 
gambling, and that expanding 
gambling opportunities for 
adults would negatively a� ect 
young people, too. Rep. Travis 
Johnson, who authored HB22, 
withdrew the bill when it 
became apparent that it was 
not going to pass.

-- o� ering two key amend-
ments that were included 
in SB121/Act 469, authored 
by Sen. Larry Selders. � is 
measure “requires each public 
school to o� er mental health 
screenings for all students 
in grades K-12 during the 
fi rst semester of the school 
year,” starting in 2026-2027. 

In order to mitigate potential 
overreach by this legislation, 
whose stated intent is to aid 
parents in getting help for 
their child, the LBC OPP 
successfully argued for (1) 
a ban against “metadata” 
(combining the informa-

tion from all the individual 
screenings), and (2) that 
parents have access to the ac-
tual questions that would be 
asked (so parents can make a 
fully informed decision about 
whether to allow their child 
to be screened). 
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also internalize their 
gifts and calling – expe-
riencing firsthand what 
it means to share the 
Gospel, rather than just 
hearing about it,” Loui-
siana BCM State Direc-
tor Mark Robinson told 
the Baptist Message. “It 
is a joy to watch them 
grow in confidence and 
boldness as they share 
their faith. At Louisiana 
BCM, our four pillars 
are Reach, Connect, 
Strengthen and Mobilize. 
We remain committed to 
mobilizing students with 
the Gospel to reach a 
world far from God.”

GOLA VBS

Ten students sowed 
Gospel seeds through 
GOLA (Go Louisiana) 
VBS in Louisiana and 
Wyoming. 

GOLA VBS is an LBC 
BCM emphasis that al-
lows students to serve on 
teams who share God’s 

love through what is the 
largest evangelistic out-
reach (VBS) of the year 
for many congregations. 
The teams typically con-
duct VBS for churches 
with low baptisms and 
who could not hold such 
an outreach without the 
help of GOLA volun-
teers.

“I asked them to be 
flexible as teammates 
and evangelistic in what 
they do,” GOLA Coor-
dinator and Louisiana 
Christian University 
BCM Director Brad Gill 
told the Baptist Message. 
“We have had churches 
say they appreciate what 
we did along the way. 
We were helping and 
serving churches who 
otherwise couldn’t put 
on a VBS.”

Maisey Courtney, a 
sophomore with Louisi-
ana State University of 
Alexandria, called her 
time as a summer mis-
sionary with GOLA “one 

of the most beautiful 
seasons” of her life. One 
memory that touched 
her heart was when she 
led a youngster, Miley, to 
Christ during a VBS held 
by Sweetwater Church, 
Mandeville.

Miley recently had 
moved into the commu-
nity following the death 
of her father. By the end 
of the week, the young-
ster discovered that she 
has a Heavenly Father 
who loves her.

“Even though many 
kids have made decisions 
this summer and each 
one is so precious to me, 
I’ll never forget how 
God used Smiley Miley 
to remind me of the joy 
and healing only He can 
bring,” Courtney said. 
“Watching her mom’s 
face light up as well 
when the pastor told 
her Miley gave a profes-
sion of faith reminded 
me that God isn’t just 
working in the kids, He’s 
reaching into homes and 
hearts I may never fully 
see. I could feel how hap-

py they both were.”
Courtney was remind-

ed of Psalm 34:18: “The 
Lord is near to the bro-
kenhearted and saves the 
crushed in spirit.”

“He was near to 
Miley, near to her mom, 
and near to me too, even 
when I felt worn out and 
under attack,” Courtney 
said. “If there’s one thing 
I’ve learned, it’s that God 
uses willing hearts, not 
perfect ones. He moves 
even in our exhaustion. 
And He delights in child-
like joy. Matthew 18:3 
says, ‘Unless you become 
like little children, you 
will never enter the 
Kingdom of Heaven.’ 

“That truth came alive 
in Miley,” she continued. 
“So, I’d just encourage 
anyone: don’t give up 
when things feel heavy. 
Keep planting seeds. The 
joy of the Lord is still 
blooming, even in the 
hardest soil. And don’t 
ever feel too grown-up to 
worship like a child stay 
full of wonder, trust, and 
joy.

MISSIONAL CULTURE

Joe Luna, BCM direc-
tor with Southeastern 
Louisiana University in 
Hammond, was excited 
that his students shared 
the Gospel in villages, 
Vacation Bible School, 
camps and construction 
and medical mission 
assignments.

“We are seeing a cul-
ture of missional living de-
veloping in our ministry, 
first for our campus and 
now reaching out to the 
ends of the earth,” Luna 
said. “I’m so proud that 
they are not only willing, 
but desiring, to be self-sac-
rificial because it will help 
them understand and re-
flect the life of Jesus more 
fully. They recognize that 
it not only helps restore 
the world around them 
but also helps to further 
transform them into an 
image of Christ. That type 
of perception shift can’t be 
taught or forced but is all 
due to Christ’s transfor-
mation of their hearts.”
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By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

Teen directs Tioga First 
Baptist Church VBS

TIOGA, La. (LBM) – 
While other 
teenagers 
may have 
headed to 
the beach or 
theme park 
at the end 
of the most 
recent school 
year, An-
drew O’Neal, 
14, chose 
instead to 
spend some 
of his sum-
mer directing 
the Vacation 
Bible School 
with Tioga 
First Baptist Church.

Despite being a teen-
ager, O’Neal combined 
his love for VBS with his 
personal experiences as 
the son of a former VBS 
director to coordinate a 

fruitful week. In the end, 
one of the 51 children 
who attended accepted 
Christ, with more making 

other spiritu-
al decisions 
during the 
evangelistic 
outreach, 
June 23-27.

“It had 
been in the 
back of my 
mind for 
several years 
of doing this,” 
O’Neal told 
the Baptist 
Message. 
“When we 
didn’t have 
anyone to 
direct VBS, 

I felt like the time was 
now, and I took on this 
opportunity.”

O’Neal has served in 
various volunteer roles as 

Fourteen-year-old with Tioga 
FBC Andrew O’Neal directed Va-
cation Bible School this summer.
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By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – The Louisiana 
Baptist Foundation board 
of trustees announced, 
June 24, that Jared G. 
Price was elected the 10th 
executive director of the 
entity, a ministry of the 
Louisiana Baptist Conven-

Price named Louisiana  Baptist Foundation executive director
tion.

“I am grateful for the 
trust the board has placed 
in me and honored to 
continue serving Louisi-
ana Baptists in this new 
role,” Price told the Baptist 
Message. “I remain fully 
committed to our current 
strategic plan, the LBF 
Vision200, which aims to 
advance the Kingdom with 

$200 million or more in 20 
years or less. Five years in, 
I’m encouraged to share 
that we have already seen a 
cumulative impact of over 
$76.9 million. As we look 
ahead, my prayer is that 
we continue to be good 
and faithful stewards of 
the resources entrusted to 
us and a trustworthy part-
ner for Louisiana Baptists.”

The announcement fol-
lowed a unanimous vote by 
the board of trustees upon 
the recommendation of 
a search committee com-
prised of board members 
and chaired by Wendell 
Whetstone, who is a mem-
ber with Ellerbe Baptist 
Church, Shreveport, and a 
wealth advisor as well as 
chief financial officer with 
RoseStone Wealth Advi-
sors in Shreveport.

Price, who assumes his 
new role on July 1, suc-
ceeds Jeffrey Steed, who 
retired as the Foundation’s 
executive director on May 
31.

Whetstone said Price’s 
qualifications set him apart 
from other qualified ap-
plicants.

“In his previous roles 
as director of gift plan-
ning and interim executive 
director, Jared has been in-
strumental in helping the 
foundation in its goal of 
advancing the Kingdom,” 

he said. “We are excited 
to have Jared leading the 
foundation forward. He 
had raving support, and 
his references were the 
best references I have ever 
heard in my lifetime.”

Louisiana Baptist Exec-
utive Director Steve Horn 
expressed excitement 
about the announcement.

“Jared has distinguished 
himself as a great leader,” 
he said. “He is enthusias-
tic about the work of the 
Foundation, particularly 
helping individuals have 
a comprehensive under-
standing of biblical stew-
ardship.

“I expect the Founda-
tion to continue to excel 
in its mission to Louisiana 
Baptist churches and enti-
ties under Jared’s leader-
ship,” Horn continued. 
“I look forward to many 
years of working with 
him.”
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IMPACT from page one

Submitted photo

needs. When Will was 
born, the Robinsons, along 
with a dedicated group 
of volunteers, were led to 
organize a ministry geared 
to that demographic, with 
10 people attending. 

� rough the years, the 
church added classes on 
Sundays for individuals 
with special needs and 
a separate class for their 
parents, a “Yes We Can!” 
annual festival and expo, 
summer camp and the 
Tim Tebow Night to Shine 
prom for individuals with 
special needs. In 2017, 
the church hired its fi rst 
Special Friends Ministry 
coordinator, Pat Bourgeois.

“We are so happy 
Pastor Glynn and Melinda 
shared Will with us in the 
Special Friends Ministry,” 
she said. “We were able 
to learn more about him 
while connecting with him 
on an individual level. We 
could always hear Will 
coming down the hall to 
be with us. He could let 
us know in his own way 
what he wanted. He would 
inspire the volunteers 
when he said their name 
and bring a tear to the eyes 
when he would reach for a 
hand to hold. We repeated 
prayers and Bible stories 
to him, and his reward 
was watching a mov-
ie. We miss Will in Special 
Friends but look forward 
to seeing him running, 
jumping and welcoming us 
to Heaven.”

Melinda Robinson said 
she appreciated Will’s im-

pact on others.
“None of this was a 

surprise to God,” she said. 
“He knew how Will’s life 
was going to be, and he 
made us better people. Our 
girls are so strong and have 
such compassion for others 
from having Will as a sib-
ling. Will took the life that 
that God gave him, and he 
lived it very well. We’re so 
proud of him for fulfi lling 
the purpose that God had 
laid out for him. 

“God doesn’t see lim-
itations and He used Will 
in a very powerful way,” 
she continued. “He had his 
struggles, and we had days 
that were very di�  cult. 
But at the end of the day, 
we know this was God’s 
plan all along. � ere were 
days that we didn’t feel 
like we were equipped, but 
God always was faithful to 
equip us for whatever hit 
us that day.”

Glynn Robinson said he 
was thankful for a church 
that embraced their son 
and family.

“I don’t think people 
can sometimes see the 
value of special needs 
children in the world, but 
in God’s Kingdom we can 
clearly see their value,” he 
said. “And so, we’re just 
so honored to be part of 
a church who not only 
shares the love of Jesus 
with these kids but also 
actually ministers to their 
families. � ere’s not been 
a moment that we haven’t 
felt loved.”

Will Robinson, who died, June 7, at age 24, was born without the ability to speak. Still, his parents refused to let 
that stop him from living life to its fullest. First Baptist Church, Covington, two years after his birth, created  the 
“Special Friends Ministry” to serve individuals with special needs and their families.
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SERVENOLA,  page 11

NEW ORLEANS (LBM) 
– New Orleans Baptist 
� eological Seminary has 
begun a new program that 
allows incoming Leavell 
College students to explore 
their calling through a sus-
tained season of service in 
the city during their fi rst 
year of enrollment.

Approved by the board 
of trustees during its Oc-
tober meeting, the “Ser-
veNOLA” program will 
accept its fi rst students in 
the fall.

“� rough ServeNOLA, 
we will have better stu-
dents at Leavell College, 
and eventually at the 
seminary, who will be 
equipped to go into local 
churches across Louisiana 
and across the country 
because we have 18, 19, 20 
year old students who have 

Leavell College launches ServeNOLA program
learned how to do hands-
on ministry in one of the 
most diverse cities in the 
country while they’re be-
ing mentored, shaped and 
poured into,” ServeNOLA 
Program Director Luke 
Johnson told the Baptist 
Message. “We will teach 
them how to seek the Lord 
and how they can share 
Jesus.”

According to the sem-
inary website, the pro-
gram is meant to support 
NOBTS’ mission of prepar-
ing servants to walk with 
Christ, proclaim His truth, 
and fulfi ll His mission, as 
well as the seminary’s four 
pillars (servanthood, de-
votion, proclamation, and 
mission).

 � e fi ve key compo-
nents of the program spell 
out its main emphasis 
(SERVE):

-- Strengthen your walk 
with Christ through week-
ly meetings with a mentor. 

-- Engage New Orleans 

by partnering with local 
outreach ministries. 

-- Reach the nations in a 

global context. 
-- Volunteer at local 

churches in New Orleans. 

-- Earn course credit 
when you meet with your 
mentor. 

� ose who participate 
will live on campus and 
earn up to 30 credit hours 
as they volunteer with 
local established churches, 
church plants and mercy 
ministries; serve refugees 
at a North American Mis-
sion Board center in Clark-
ston, Georgia; minister to 
those in the city through 
the seminary’s MissionLab; 
participate in a mission 
trip through the Inter-
national Mission Board; 
and engage in a weekly 
mentor-based discipleship 
cohort.

“� is new program 
through Leavell College 
is a perfect opportunity 
for students that are still 
exploring God’s direction 
in their lives,” NOBTS and 
Leavell College President 
Jamie Dew said. “� ese 
students are mentored 

Leavell College students who participate in the ServeNOLA program will 
have the chance to volunteer with local established churches, church 
plants and mercy ministries; serve refugees at a North American Mission 
Board center in Clarkston, Georgia; minister to NOLA residents through 
the seminary’s MissionLab; participate in a mission trip through the In-
ternational Mission Board; and engage in a weekly mentor-based disci-
pleship cohort.
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LAKE CHARLES, La. 
(LBM) – Justin Baird has 
been named the new Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry director 
with McNeese State Univer-
sity and SOWELA Technical 
Community College.

Baird, who began his role 
on July 1, said he is excited 
about furthering the Great 
Commission on both cam-
puses.

“� ere is a legacy of 

Justin Baird named McNeese BCM director
faithful leaders at McNeese 
BCM, and I am honored to 
serve as the next director,” 
Baird told the Baptist Mes-
sage. “I’m excited to join in 
the work that God is already 
doing on the McNeese and 
SOWELA campuses.

“From the few inter-
actions I have had with 
students so far, there is an 
eagerness and excitement 
to reach their peers for the 
Gospel,” he continued. “I 
can’t wait to see what the 
Lord will do in the coming 

years through the BCM and 
faithful students.”

Baird, who accepted 
Christ as his personal Savior 
at age 11, most recently 
served as Baptist Student 
Ministry director with 
Kilgore College in Kilgore, 
Texas (2022-2025). 

While there, Justin led 
students on missions to 
South Padre Island, Texas, 
over spring break, sharing 
the Gospel during van rides 
and while serving pancakes. 
He recounts the impact and 
contrast of seeing students 
living out their faith bold-
ly to students living in the 
darkness engaged in spring 
break activities. 

He holds two bachelor’s 
degrees from Francis Mar-
ion University in Florence, 
South Carolina, where he 
served on the leadership 
team and intern, and a 
master’s degree from New 
Orleans Baptist � eological 
Seminary, where he was 
involved in international 
student ministry with the 

through hands-on life 
and ministry experience 
that honors the Lord 
now but also equips 
them for every form of 
service as they move 
into their career. 

“� ey receive this life 
and ministry experience 
while earning a year’s 

worth of college credit in 
the process,” Dew added. 
� rough these forms of 
service, students are able 
to discern God’s calling 
more e� ectively.”  

For more ServeNOLA 
program information, 
visit leavellcollege.com/
serve.

University of New Orleans.
Baird and his wife, Shel-

by, have been married for 
10 years and met on a BCM 
mission trip. � ey have two 
children: Camilla, 7, and 
� eodore, 5.

ServeNOLA from page 10

Baird follows Blake 
Grundy, who became the 
BCM director with Loui-
siana State University on 
June 1 after serving with 
McNeese in the same role 
since 2017.
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By Staff
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Price, who accepted 
Christ at age 16 and was 
baptized at Lismore Baptist 
Church in Monterey, has 
served as interim execu-
tive director since June 1. 
Prior to that he served as 
the Foundation director 
of planned giving and has 
experience in the areas 
of estate planning, estate 
administration and church 
law.

Price earned a Bache-
lor of Arts from Louisiana 

State University at Alexan-
dria and a Juris Doctorate 
from the Southern Univer-
sity Law Center in Baton 
Rouge.

Price and his wife, 
Aimee, have been married 
for 15 years and have four 
children, Adeline, Daniel, 
Nathaniel, and Amelia. He 
is an elder/pastor with Al-
pine First Baptist Church 
in Pineville, primarily over-
seeing the areas of admin-
istration and finance.

a member of the congre-
gation and enjoyed giving 
back as VBS director, with 
coaching from his mom, 
Claire, who served in that 
role from 2012-22.

“I’ve really found a 
place here at the church 
and love serving,” O’Neal 
said. “So, I feel very com-
fortable and very fulfilled 
when I come and work up 
at the church.”

His mother added that 
she felt comfortable hand-
ing the responsibilities to 
her son after Susie Hisaw, 

the wife of the recently re-
tired pastor, Tim, stepped 
away from the role this 
year.

“When our pastor 
retired, Andrew saw the 
need and asked me if he 
could be the director,” she 
said. “He has such a ser-
vant’s heart and loves this 
church. Tioga First Baptist 
Church embraced the idea, 
and they have supported 
him 100 percent. I’m so 
proud of him. He’s done 
a great job, and the kids 
have loved it.”

PINEVILLE, La. 
(LBM) – There is an op-
portunity for individuals, 
congregations and busi-
nesses to bless attendees 
of the upcoming E4+ 
Preaching Conference 
through “I Love Pastors” 

Donors sought to sponsor pastors for E4+
sponsorships.

The conference, set for 
Sept. 23 in the facilities 
of First Baptist Church, 
Pineville, will feature 
keynote messages by 
Fred Luter, senior pastor 
with Franklin Avenue 
Baptist Church, New Or-
leans, his wife, Elizabeth, 
and his son, Chip, who 

serves as FABC senior 
associate pastor. There 
also will be breakout ses-
sions for pastors as well 
as directors of youth, 
media/sound, music and 
children’s ministries, and 
for ministers’ wives.

According to con-
ference organizer FBCP 
Pastor Stewart Hollo-
way, the registration fee 
covers only one-third 
of conference costs so 
attendance can be more 
affordable for pastors. 
Sponsors are needed 
to cover the remaining 
costs.

Anyone wishing to 
sponsor a pastor can 
give three ways: on-
line (fbcpineville.net/
lovepastors); via FBC 
Pineville, 901 Main 

St., Pineville, LA 71360 
(include “E4 – I Love 
Pastors” in the check’s 

“for” line); or in the 
FBCP office.
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By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

Life Changers pastor seek a transformed Zachary
ZACHARY, La. (LBM) – 

In 2022, Sheldon Early was 
finishing his classwork at 
New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary when he 
caught onto a vision that 
God would allow him to 
help start a church that 
one day would see Zachary 
changed for Christ.

Three years later, the 
church has seen 40 bap-
tisms and countless others 
grow deeper in their rela-
tionships with Christ, and 
Early is excited about the 
impact his congregation is 
making.

“We believe we can 
change one life at a time,” 
Pastor Sheldon Early told 
the Baptist Message. “We 
might not can save the 
whole world, but we can 
change one life at a time.”

Since he began with a 
group of 20 core members 
in November 2022, the 
congregation has grown 

to 120 in Sunday worship, 
reaching near capacity 
occupancy in worship. So, 
the church may add a sec-
ond service.

Early credits the men’s 
ministry as a driving force 
behind growth at Life 
Changers Church.

The men meet monthly 
to encourage and sharpen 
one another to be more 
fully devoted followers of 
Christ -- within the church 
and throughout the com-
munity. During a renova-
tion of the worship center, 
the men worked two hours 
every Tuesday for five 
months until the job was 
completed in early 2024.

“It’s so encouraging 
when I sit with these 
brothers and I realize they 
have my back,” Early said. 
“They see what I’m trying 
to do and what we’re try-
ing to do, and they come 
alongside me. All I have to 
do is say ‘I need this’ and 
they do it. It’s so encour-
aging to see these brothers 

stand behind God’s Word 
and have a pride behind it.”

Reginald Brumfield is 
one of the men who invests 
in the church through 
efforts including a disci-
pleship class for children. 
The life change he has seen 
out of that ministry focus 
reflects the church’s effort 
to see Zachary changed for 
Jesus.

“Our mission is about 
changing people's lives for 
the better through Christ 
and being there for them in 
their time of need,” he said. 
“Every time I step inside 
our church or help with an 
outreach outside our walls, 
I get excited because I see 
people who are growing to 
be more like Jesus. I'm hap-
py to be part of this com-
munity movement because 
I think we are changing 
people's lives.”

Stefan Smith said the 
church has allowed him to 
fulfill a desire for creating 
a community within the 
congregation. In turn, he 
has grown deeper in Jesus 

and allowed a welcom-
ing environment for life 
change.

“I’ve always known 
Christ, but this church 
has opened me up more 
to serving Him and grow-
ing more,” he said. “It has 
helped me to read and un-
derstand the Word better 
and really helped me to 
realize that I need fellow-
ship with others and I need 
God in my life.”

Early is quick to empha-
size others in the church 
also are passionate about 
serving and growing spiri-
tually:

-- Jewels for Christ, 
a group of teenage girls, 
participated in a sleepover 
at the church and assem-
bled boxes of toiletries that 
they distributed to nursing 
homes and other organiza-
tions.

-- Every three months, 
the church offers free 
clothing and feeds more 
than 100 community mem-

bers on its property. 
Early has seen fruit 

come from this multi-
pronged effort.

“We put up a sign and 
only ask ‘How can we 
pray? for them,’” he said. 
“We have seen people 
get saved, had a couple of 
people join our church, and 
our Zachary neighbors give 
us encouraging feedback 
that keeps us going.”

As the church looks to 
the future, Early is antici-
pating how God will con-
tinue to use his church to 
reach Zachary and beyond 
for Christ.

“It’s tremendous to be 
able to see how God is 
working and to see how 
God is moving through a 
church plant,” Early said. “I 
have heard a lot of church 
plants don’t make it. I’m 
just grateful I have been 
graced to lead a great group 
of people who have caught 
hold to this vision that we 
change one life at a time.”
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Message

DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-
HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 
East Quitman, Mississippi 
39355  Melton & Sandra Da-
vis. 30-plus years experience, 
Family-Owned and Operat-
ed. Variety of fabrics avail-
able. Work done on-site. All 
Work Guaranteed. Call for 
estimates: 601.776.6617. If 
remodeling your sanctuary, 
please give us a call about 
upholstering your pews!

CANE BRAKE BAPTIST 
CHURCH of Lottie, LA is seek-
ing a bi-vocational pastor.  
Please mail resumes to PO 
Box 127, Lottie, LA  70756 or 
email to crwlew@gmail.com.

WE ARE HIRING A
YOUTH MINISTER

SEND YOUR RESUME TO
calvarymany@gmail.com

DESCRIPTION
active disciple-making youth ministry

support from a team of volunteers

support for education at NOBTS

housing available

part-time position Many, Louisiana

COMPLETE APPLICATION
www.calvarymany.com

In Gloster, Louisiana is seeking a full-time Student Minister. Please
email your résumé to gbcstudentsearch@gmail.com. For more

information please call 318.422.9268.

 

 

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL

Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas
318.465.1006

melvinthomas46@gmail.com
411 Ashley  R idge Blvd. ,  Shrevepor t ,  LA 71106

OOD BAPTIST Seeks a senior pastor 
Eastwood Baptist Church in Haughton, 

LA is prayerfully seeking a senior pastor. 
Must have a minimum of a master's 
degree and 5 years of senior pastor 

experience. Please email your resumes, 
links to sermons and introduction video, 

if available to EastwoodPastorSearchCommittee@gmail.com. 
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Answer to june 26, Scripture Crypto:
isaiah fifty-six:ten

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 
J = O;  N = P

upzjrpi, upzyprp wjv prpqk gnyqyv, ubv vqk 

vep gnyqyvg mepvepq vepk hqp jx tji: uplhbgp 

shwk xhzgp nqjnepvg hqp tjwp jbv ywvj vep 
 

mjqzi.                                              xyqgv ojew xjbq:jwp

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Baptist Message provides 
churches an opportunity to share with other Loui-
siana Baptists an upcoming revival, homecoming, 
new pastor, new staff member, a community 
outreach, or a concert in Louisiana Notables. To 
place your event in the paper, send your informa-
tion (who, what, where, when, time) to philip@
baptistmessage.com or call 318.449.4345. Please 
submit your information four weeks prior to the 
event to insure placement in the Message.

ON THE MOVE

nRobby (wife Anne) Poole retires as Pastor at 
Longview Baptist Church, Deville.
nMike (Arenda) Schultz is the new pastor at 
Benton from First Baptist Church Forest Hill
nJohnathan Lewis is the new music minister at 
FBC Blanchard from Bethany Baptist.
nLeonard (wife Melinda) Nichols is the new 
pastor at Woodland Hills
nAbby Taylor is the new worship leader from 
ETBU to Trees Baptist Church.
nTa’Mya Davis is the new associate director at 
McNeese BCM
nRobbie Cook is the new pastor at Bosco Bap-
tist Church
nRainey Felts is the new Chrildren’s Minister at 
Cheniere Baptist, West Monroe.

HOMECOMING

nPleasant Hill Baptist Church, Pollock will host 
homecoming, August 3, 2025,  Sunday School 
at 9:45, Gospel Music concert at 10:45 by The 
Plainsmen Quartet. Message by Robert Dukes. 
A pot luck lunch following the service. Pastor: 
Jack Powell 
nBethel Baptist Church, Colfax: Homecoming, 
August 24, 11 a.m. Speaker: Lloyd Whitman. 
Worship: The Gospel News Gospel trio. Pastor: 
Kenneth Bratton. 

REVIVAL
 
n Palestine Baptist Church, Grant: Summer Re-
vival, July 27-30. Evangelist Scotty McDowell. 
Pastor: Hardy Estes.
nFirst Baptist Church, Princeton: Evangelist 
Bill Britt, July 27, 2025. Pastor: Darrell Cooper
nMacedonia Baptist Church, Effie: Revival, July 
28-30, 7 p.m.; Youth Hour, 6 p.m. Speaker: Ca-
sey Johnson. Pastor: Adam Thornton.
nHargrove Baptist Church, DeQuincy: Summer 
Revival. August 3-6. Evangelist: Scotty McDow-
ell. 
n Beulah Baptist Church, Many: Summer Re-
vival, August 10-13. Evangelist: Scotty McDow-
ell. Pastor: Kenneth Leach.
nPleasant Hill Baptist Church, Columbia: Re-
vival, August 17-20. Evangelist: Sam Moore. 
Pastor: Robert Cook.
nRichey Baptist Church, Deville: Revival, Au-
gust 17-20. Evangelist: Scotty McDowell. Wor-
ship: Brad Mount. Pastor: Grady Dodge.
nUnity Revival: Morehouse Baptist, Reubin 
Weaver, pastor Antioch Baptist Church, First 
Baptist Church, August 17, 6 p.m.; Bonita Road 
Baptist Church, August 24, 6 p.m. Speaker: Ja-

son McGuffie, pastor, First West Calhoun, More-
house Baptist Association.
nFort Necessity Baptist Church, Fort Necessity. 
Revival, August 21-24, 2025, Evangelist: Sam 
Moore. Pastor: John Bradley.
nNorth Shreve Baptist Church, Shreveport: 
Evangelist Bill special speaker, August 24, 2025. 
Pastor: Cecil Marr.
n Milldale Baptist Church, Zachary: Bible Con-
ference, August 29-September 1, 2025. Evan-
gelist: Bob Pitman. Pastor: Jeremy Pruitt.
nPleasant Hill Baptist Church, Jena: Revival, 
August 31-September 3. Evangelist: Scotty Mc-
Dowell. Pastor: Rickey Grefhan.
n Pine Grove Baptist Church, Castor: Summer 
Revival, September 7-10. Evangelist. Scotty 
McDowell. Pastor: Dane Lodell.
 nPine Grove Baptist Church, Bernice: Summer 
Revival. September 14-17. Evangelist: Scotty 
McDowell. Pastor: Steve Barrett.
nNew Hope Baptist Church, DeQuincy: Revival, 
September 7-10 (September 7 at 10:30 a.m., 
September 7-10 at 6:30 p.m.)   Evangelist: Da-
vid Hanna, Worship: weRcalled; Pastor: Roland 
Hebert.
nFellowship Baptist Church, Greenwell 
Springs: Revival, September 28-October 1 
2025. Evangelist Bob Pitman. Pastor: Mardy 
Guidry.
nWallace Baptist Church, Pelican: Revival, 
September 7-10, Evangelist: Sam Moore. Pas-
tor: Jeff Jinks.
nNew Hope Baptist Church, DeQuincy: Sum-
mer Revival, September 7-10 (September 7 at 
11 a.m. and 6 p.m.; September 8-10, 6:30 p.m.) 
Evangelist: David Hanna. Worship: weRcalled. 
Pastor: Roland Hebert.
nFirst Baptist Church, Spearsville: Fall revival, 
September 14 -17 (September 14 at 11a.m. and 
September 15-17 at 6:30 p.m. Evangelist: David 
Hanna. Pastor: Neil Everett.
nThe Church at Oakgrove, Ringgold. Revival, 
September 11-14, 2025. Evangelist: Bob Pit-
man. Pastor: James Hester. 
nRichland Baptist Association will host its 
second annual Simultaneous Revival, Septem-
ber 20 and October 3.
nOutreach Baptist Church, Columbia: Fall Re-
vival, September 28- October 1. Evangelist: Bill 
Britt. Pastor: Buster Duplissey
nFellowship Baptist Church, Jena: Bible Con-
ference, November 8-9, 2025. Evangelist: Bob 
Pitman. Pastor: Shad Tibbs.
nRescue Fellowship, West Monroe: Fall reviv-
al, November 9-12, 2025. Evangelist: Bill Britt. 
Pastor: Russell Caldwell.
nAntioch Baptist Church, Farmerville: Harvest 
Day, December 7, 2025. Evangelist: Bill Britt. 
Pastor: Rubin Weaver.

LAGNIAPPE

nPhiladelphia Baptist Church, Alexandria 
Horseshoe campus: Ben Waites in concert, Au-
gust 17, 9 a.m. Pastor: Stuard Sasser.
nPhiladelphia Baptist Church, Deville campus: 
Ben Waites in concert, August 17, 10:30 a.m. 
Pastor: Philip Robertson.
n Eastwood Baptist Church, Haughton: Wor-

ship Louisiana, presented by Semsen Music 
beginning September 5, at 10 a.m. This is a 
two-day conference for worship leaders, praise 
teams, choirs, worship musicians, pastors and 
church tech teams. Created by worship leaders 
for worship leaders and their teams. For more 
information visit www.worshiplouisiana.com.
nVictory Baptist Church, Hammond: Greg Sul-
livan Ministries in concert, September 7, 10:45 
a.m. Pastor:
nNew Hope Baptist Church, DeQuincy: Loui-
siana Revival – We R Called, September 7-10, 
6:30 p.m. Pastor: Roland Hebert.
nMaurepas Baptist Church, Maurepas: Greg 
Sullivan Ministries in concert, September 14, 
10 a.m. Pastor: Glynn Reinne
nFordoche Baptist Church, Fordoche: Greg 
Sullivan Ministries in concert, September 14, 5 
p.m. Pastor: Cody Delahoussaye.
nCedar Grove Baptist Church, Lecompte: Ben 
Waites in concert, September 21, 10:30 p.m. 
Pastor: Robert Daniels.
nBeulah Baptist Church, Oak Grove: Ben Wait-
es in concert, October 12, 11 a.m. Pastor: Ken-
neth Herring.

Vacation Bible School

n Bethany Baptist Church, Bethany: Vacation 
Bible School – Magnified, August 4-8, 5 – 8 
p.m. For more information, go to the website at 
www.bethanybaptistla.com,
or call the office at 318.938.5028.  Pastor: Mar-
vin Cooper.

OBITUARY

On September 27, 2024, Rev. James Foster 
went home to be with his heavenly Father.     
After suffering a massive heart attack and 
having all of the best medical care for ten 
days, the Lord was merciful and took him out 

of the physical pain of this world to a place 
of everlasting rest and peace with the King 
of Kings. No more pain - no more sorrow - no 
more tears - just peace.  James started his 
ministry by singing in church at the early age 
of five. He continued to sing and preach until 
the Sunday before his heart attack. He had not 
been well for some time but continued, with 
the help of the Lord, to do the work God had 
called him to do so many years ago. He still 
had a burning desire to serve God.  A large part  
of his ministry began as a student at Louisiana 
College. Soon after he started there he met 
some of the most dedicated, young Christian 
men who would remain friends and colleagues 
throughout his life. These young men worked 
revivals on and off the college campus. This 
was achieved with the blessing and encour-
agement of Dr. Whittington, a godly professor 
who had a profound amount of influence on 
James life.   James was the first in his family 
to attend college and this was accomplished 
through an athletic scholarship from Louisiana 
College. This started a family tradition with 
both of his brothers and his sister graduat-
ing from LC and later both of our sons. But, 
the tradition continued on with two of our 
grandchildren graduating with honors from LC.  
After James graduated he started teaching and 
coaching but was also preaching and singing. 
He pastored churches and held revivals where 
he  would sing or preach. Many of these were 
with his friends from LC and they were across 
the state of Louisiana, East Texas, Mississippi, 
Tennessee and Kentucky. He even did mission 
work in Mexico and Korea. James was not one 
to ever turn down an opportunity to preach 
or sing, and my goodness, could he sing!!! He 
never turned his back on anyone with a need, 
be it physical, spiritual, emotional or just 
down on their ‘luck.’ He always saw God’s grace 
in a persons life and knew “God Loves and 

Forgives”. He...”preached Christ to them”. I Cor. 
1:23.  Besides being a minister and singer he 
was also a retired teacher and a local barber. 
This gave him more time and more opportuni-
ties to expand his ministry.  With all the people 
James knew  and  met through his ministry 
and work, he felt most blessed with his family. 
He was married  to his high school sweetheart 
for 57 years. They ministered together for 
many of those years by working revivals to-
gether and being in charge of the music at the 
church we were serving in.  James was preced-
ed in death by his parents, Bentley (Dick) and 
Elizabeth Foster. He was also met in heaven 
by his beloved sister Joan Rist. It was in this 
home where he was taught the word of God 
and the old hymns of the church. They grew up 
around a family altar. James was also blessed 
to have Christian, praying, godly grandparents 
who are now in heaven.  James is survived by 
his wife of 57 years Wanda (Hudson) Foster; 
Sons: Bradley Scott  Foster (June Wells); James 
Benjamin Foster; Daughter: Rebecca Suzanne 
Cooper (Jason);  Grandchildren: Trinity Joan 
Foster, Cade Ashton Foster,  Jonathan Bentley 
Foster. Brothers: Bennet Foster (Bev),  Mark 
Foster (Pam), He is also survived by two aunts 
and two uncles and a large number of cousins 
and friends. Special cousins that sang together 
with James and his sister, Joan, as a quartet 
for many years:  Charles and Ida Whitstein and  
Kathy Lacomb (Tom). James is also survived 
by an elderly aunt and uncle who have always 
been prayer warriors for  our family. Uncle 
Melvin and Aunt Grace Deville are in their 90’s 
and they prayed for James every day of his life 
and saw the fruits of many of those prayers.  I 
think James was most noted for his acclaimed 
...”Well...Glory!” at any LC function.
The kids and grandkids and their friends 
always looked forward to hearing those words 
in that beautiful, deep, bass voice.  James was 

ALEXANDRIA, La (LBM) 
-- The Baptist Message Board 
of Trustees will meet Tues-
day, Sept. 9, for its regularly 
scheduled meeting at the 

Baptist Building in Alexandria. 
Committee meetings will begin 
at 10 a.m., with lunch at noon 
and the full board meeting at 
1 p.m.

Baptist Message meets September 9
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