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2025 LBC: Messengers will be urged to ‘Connect’

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — Messengers
will be challenged with a
theme of “Connect” during
the 2025 Louisiana Baptist
Convention Annual Meet-
ing, to be hosted Nov. 11 in
the facilities of the Ran-
dolph Riverfront Center,
Alexandria.

“Connect 25, the an-
nual meeting of Louisiana
Baptists, is a great time to

connect,’

Louisiana

Baptist

Executive

Director

Steve

Horn

told the

Baptist

Message. “Some will come
to connect with friends.
Some new connections
will be made. We will

all connect around the
preaching and singing. We
will have the opportunity

to connect
with our
coopera-
tive mis-
sions and
ministries.
Make
plans to
come for
the start of
the Pastor’s Conference
on Monday and stay to
the end on Tuesday after-
noon.”
LBC President David

Baton Rouge, echoed the
thought, urging Louisiana
Baptists to attend.

“It has been a privilege
to serve as president of
the LBC for the last two
years, he said. “With all
the turmoil in the world
and division in our coun-
try, it is my prayer that
as we come together for
this year’s convention and
we will unite as a church
family. We are the people

of the truth. May God’s

Goza, pastor with Jeffer-

son Baptist Church in

Will Hall photo

See CONNECT, page 7

New believer at 85:
'It's never too late!’

By Will Hall
Message executive editor

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) - For 85
years H.L Davis was in church on Sun-
days and was surrounded in his home (as
a child and adult) by other believers. He
even was baptized as a boy in Mississippi,
thinking he was saved because of it.

But after months of the Holy Spirit
pricking his heart during worship ser-
vices with Philadelphia Baptist Church
Horseshoe Drive, he was convicted that
he needed to truly surrender to Christ.
So, Sept. 15, 2025, at age 85, he walked
forward during a revival service (also,
PBCHD) and confessed his sins and pro-
fessed his love for Jesus.

“T hesitated, thinking I would be
the only old person down front with
all these young people,” Davis told the
Baptist Message. “1 had put it off for
months, but God kept speaking to me.
Finally, when He said it’s time to get up, I

H.L. Davis, 85, proved that it is never too late to turn to Christ. He walked forward during a revival service, Sept. 15, at Philadelphia

Baptist Church Horseshoe Drive and confessed his sins and professed his love for Jesus. He was baptized a few days later. See BELIEVER, page 3

LSU BCM building damaged in on-campus shooting

By Staff
Louisiana Baptist Message

BATON ROUGTE, La.
(LBM) — Louisiana Baptist
leaders are thankful for
God’s protection over the
Louisiana State University
Baptist Collegiate Ministry

building, which was vacant
at the time of an Oct. 11
nearby shooting.
According to WWL-
TV, the shooting took
place near the intersection
of Highland Road and
Dalrymple Drive around
8:40 p.m. Saturday during

the LSU-South Carolina
football game at Tiger
Stadium. Two individuals
were injured in the inci-
dent, which took place
around 385 feet from the
LSU BCM building.

See SHOOTING, page 7
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Children & family champion Hancock to retire from LBCHFM

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

MONROE, La. (LBM) —
Perry Hancock has led the
Louisiana Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home and Family
Ministries through cre-
ation of a foster care and
adoption network, Com-
passion Center, ministry
for homeless women and
their children, a women’s
learning center and the
minister care residential
program during his 22

years as president and
CEO

As he reflected on
fond memories ahead of
his February 2026 retire-
ment, Hancock said he is
thankful for the way God
has used the LBCHFM to
share the hope of Christ
with others on campus and
beyond.

“The years (my wife)
Tonya and I have spent at
the Children’s Home have
been an incredible bless-
ing,” Hancock, who an-

nounced his retirement to
the Louisiana Baptist en-
tity’s board of trustees on
Sept. 25, told the Baptist
Message. “This ministry
has given us the privilege
of living out our calling in
very tangible ways by serv-
ing children and families in
need. We have built friend-
ships and relationships
that we will cherish for the
rest of our lives. The Chil-
dren’s Home is now woven
into the fabric of our fam-
ily’s story and for that we

...until the whole world hears!

Contact us if you would like
for Bill Britt to be a part of

your church service, revival
or crusade event.

Phone: (318) 615-5039
Email: info@compeloi.org
Website: compeloi.org

Evangelist Bill Britt has been preaching the Gospel across America and around the
world for decades. His greatest passion is to see a soul find hope and salvation in

Jesus Christ and to be born again into the family of God.

Bill and his wife Wendy have invested time, work, money, sweat, tears and prayers
in the work being done around the world through Compel Qutreach International.
(Ol has worked on the continents of Africa, Asia, Europe, South America & North
America. COI has a K12 school and orphanage in Kenya, Africa, a Bible College in
India, along with many more endevours around the globe.

Bill Britt preaches in revivals and crusades across America each week. If you would
like to know more about Compel Outreach International or have Bill preach for
your revival or crusade, visit our website or contact us today!

are truly grateful.”
PATH TO MONROE

Hancock has served
as leader of the LBCHFM
since July 1, 2003. Prior to
that, he served as dean of
graduate studies and pro-
fessor of discipleship with
New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary. When
he was elected president
and CEO of the LBCHFM,
Hancock told trustees that
he looked forward to cre-
ating a family-style atmo-
sphere among workers and
administrators and con-
tinuing Louisiana Baptists’
desire for the ministry to
put children first. As he
nears retirement, Hancock
has seen that vision be-
come reality.

MINISTRY’S GROWTH

Among the highlights of
Hancock’s leadership of the
LBCHFM are the minis-
tries he began or expanded.

Foster care and adoption

--Connect1Child foster
care and adoption network
provides individuals and
churches a toolkit to be a

“helper to the orphan.”

In November 2022, a
new model was launched
to help associations better
engage churches in foster
care and adoption ministry.
Since its inception, four
associations representing
250 churches have partici-
pated in this coordination
of efforts to serve the foster
care community. This
model recognizes that an
association provides a more
streamlined approach to
meet urgent needs.

Compassion for Kids

Compassion for Kids
offers ministry designed to
meet the basic life needs of
economically challenged
children and their families
in Northeast Louisiana and
around the state. In May
2025, the Children’s Home
Compassion for Kids min-
istry opened the Compas-
sion Center, a 16,000 sq.-ft.
facility located on the
Monroe campus.

The Center provides
food for 1,200 families
each month. In its first
four months of operation,
the Compassion Center

See HANCOCK, page 17
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stepped out.”
FAITH OF OTHERS

Davis had a mother
who, he said, was saved
before he was born. His
father regularly attended
church but did not con-
fess Christ until the age
of 45 when he sent for
a pastor and professed
Jesus as Lord while on his
deathbed in a hospital.

Davis also met his wife
in church after his family
had moved to Louisiana.

“There were quite
a few youths in the
church,” Davis said. “I
met some of them. Then
my cousin set me up on
a blind date with one of
girls who went there.”

He said his cousin
kept him in the dark, not
sharing her name, raising
his curiosity and causing
a little nervousness.

“But when she walked

LOUISIANA

®>> BAPTIST
FOUNDATION

[

. ar il L

out the door, I saw the
most beautiful woman
I'd ever seen in my life

— and she was actually
going out with me,” he
exclaimed. “I never dated
anyone else. After that,
about six months in, I
asked her to marry me
and she said, Yes.”

Importantly, he added,
she was a believer.

“She always went to
church, and I went with
her,” he explained, and
they built their life to-
gether in the church.

He began a career as
a small motor mechanic
and worked his way up
to service manager for a
McCullough distributor.
She even worked for a
while as his secretary.
They had a daughter, and
she followed her mother’s
example and as a Chris-
tian became a prayer
warrior.

Everything was going
along great, he said.

LBFinfo.org
. 318-445-4495

contact@LBFinfo.org

He retired and they
began to travel some. His
daughter married and
eventually moved with
her husband into a house
just down the street.

Then a series of trage-
dies struck, beginning in
2014.

His wife was afflicted
with a heart condition

that made her breathing
sensitive to tempera-
tures above 69 degrees.
At about the same time,
his son-in-law died. His
mother was diagnosed
with cancer and died
within two years. Then
his daughter was stricken
with a debilitating condi-
tion that confined her to
a motorized wheelchair.
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She moved in with her
parents and Davis be-
came caretaker for them
both. Then his daughter
and wife died within
months of each other in
2024.

HIS OWN FAITH
Davis confessed that

See BELIEVER, page 5
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Church Finance

CORPORATION

Your investment dollars are
used to fund loans to
Southern Baptist and other
evangelical Christian
churches to further kingdom
work in their communities.

Offering Circular:

- churchfinancenm.org/ |nvestments/
info@churchfinancenm.org
1.877.841.1777

*Rates are subject to change. The Louisiana
Baptist Foundation is not soliciting funds but
is endorsing its ministry partner Church ‘
Finance Corporation in prowdmg investments
for individuals.
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Six Louisianans among 54 commissioned by IMB

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

CHESTER, Va. (LBM)
— Former Louisiana Bap-
tist Sunday School and
Discipleship Strategist
Sean Keith and his wife,
Pam, former director
of preschool ministries
with Philadelphia Bap-
tist Church, Deville, were
among 54 individuals
commissioned as mission-
aries by the International
Mission Board, Sept. 24.

Hosted by Ironbridge
Baptist Church, Chester,
Virginia, the Sending Cele-
bration highlighted a com-
mitment to missions by
the newly commissioned
missionaries from 13 states
and a charge to share the
Gospel by IMB President
Paul Chitwood.

“Perhaps God is call-
ing you to a deeper com-
mitment to His work
around the world through
praying, giving, going or
sending,” Chitwood said
before introducing the new
missionaries giving their
testimonies.

Chitwood read aloud
some of the testimonies
from missionaries whose
faces could not be shown
or their voices heard.

“These brothers and
sisters are going to some
difficult and hard-to-reach
places,” he said. “We don't
want the broadcast of
this service to compro-
mise their ability to work
among the least reached
people on earth.”

CALLED TO SERVE

The Keiths and two

Scanlhere)
bogardpressiong/Vbs2026

other couples from Loui-
siana were commissioned.
However, because of se-
curity concerns the other
couples’ names cannot be
disclosed.

Even though they were
nearing retirement, the
Keiths embraced the call
to carry the Great Com-
mission across the world.

In addition to assuming
his role as Sunday School
and discipleship strategist
from March 2007-Septem-
ber 2025, Sean Keith also
served for more than 40
years in youth and edu-
cation ministry at various
churches. Additionally,
he had served as a youth
consultant with the Mis-
sissippi Baptist Convention
Board and a student minis-
try specialist with Lifeway
Church Resources.

Pam served as director

of preschool ministries
from September 2010 to
May 2021 with their send-
ing church, Philadelphia
Baptist Church, Deville.

During the Sending
Celebration, the Keiths ex-
pressed excitement about
leading teams who will
join them as they evan-
gelize and disciple college
students. “Our full-time
service in local church-
es, state conventions and
Lifeway has prepared us
for the opportunity to go
and make disciples into
the uttermost parts of the
earth,” he said during his
remarks on stage.

In an interview with the
IMB before the Sending
Celebration, Sean noted
that “if we support and
work together, encourage
one another, love one an-

See COMMISIONED, page 16

During a sending celebration,
Sept. 24, the International Mission
Board commissioned former Lou-
isiana Baptist Sunday School and
Discipleship Strategist Sean Keith
and his wife, Pam, former director
of preschool ministries with Phila-
delphia Baptist Church, Deville.

Avadilable for
purchase now!
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because of worldly dis-
tractions (racing cars

and motorbikes), he had
not regularly attended
church for two decades at
that point (all the while
thinking he was saved).

But he said that during
the year before his wife’s
death, he and she became
regular television watch-
ers of the Philadelphia
Baptist Church Deville
worship services “and
Brother Philip Robert-
son,” pastor of the con-
gregation which meets
in two locations (Deville
and Horseshoe Drive,
Alexandria).

So, because of his fa-
miliarity with the con-
gregation, in the second
week of January 2025
Davis went to the Horse-
shoe Drive campus.

“One week, Brother
Stuart Sasser (Horseshoe
Drive campus pastor)
brought up the fact that
if you're not sure, you're
not saved. The next week
he brought it up again

that if youre not sure,
you'e lost,” he added. “I
knew I was lost and kept
putting it off, putting it
off. Finally, during re-
vival [in September] the
evangelist, Ken Freeman,
said it plain and simple,
“You are or you're not.’
And God said to me,
‘Go.”

A NEW LIFE

Davis already was
active with a Sunday
school class on the PBC
Horseshoe Drive campus.
But after he was baptized
two days later (during
the revival by Sasser), he
said it was just like Free-
man had said, “I went
from good to great.”

“I do my Bible read-
ing every morning and
pray every morning,” he
shared. “This past week
I started going out with
the F.A.LT.H outreach
teams. I can't talk to
people, yet [sharing the
Gospel]. But I can drive

H.L. Davis, 85, offered an urgent message for others his age who are hesitating about salvation.“Make sure you
are saved,” he said. “It's never too late.” Davis was baptized by Pastor Stuart Sasser during a revival, Sept. 17, at
the Horseshoe Drive campus of Philadelphia Baptist Church.

and I can pray.”
“Something else I'm
interested in is the di-
saster relief ministry. I
already talked to the co-
ordinator about it,” Davis
said. “When they go out,
I'm going out. I can run a
small chainsaw, and I can
sharpen chains. I know

the saws, and can fix
them, and I can relieve
one of the guys to work
outside. If a storm comes
up, I'm ready to go.”
Davis also has an ur-
gent message for others
his age who are hesitat-
ing about salvation.
“Make sure you are

October 30, 2025 ® www.baptistmessage.com ® Louisiana Baptist Message

saved,” he said. “If you
have any doubt, don’t put
it off. Christ is calling,
but you don't know how
long He will keep call-
ing.”

Still, Davis encouraged
others that “even at 85
years old, it’s not too late.

“It’s never too late!”
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EVANGELISM 101 (Part 10): Top 10 Evangelism Mistakes

By Brant O'Connor
Special to the Message

NEW ORLEANS (LBM)
-- Our mistakes in evange-
lism are serious because they
affect our churches, reduce
our effectiveness in the Great
Commission, and harm our
relationships with God.

MISTAKE #1: NOT SHARING

According to Lifeway
Research (2022), only 38% of
self-identified Christians had
shared Christ with a loved
one in a six-month period,
and even fewer (30%) had
shared with a stranger. But
according to Scripture, evan-
gelism is not optional (Mat-
thew 28:18-20). It is every
believer’s duty. So, ultimately,
failing to share Christ is noth-
ing short of rebellion against
our Lord!

MISTAKE #2: A PARTIAL GOSPEL

Some Christians fail to

share essentials of the Gospel,
then call on listeners to fol-
low Jesus, who has not been
fully described, and require a
response to a Gospel that has
not been clearly explained.
When sharing the Gospel,
include three key elements:

1. Sin: Sin (Rom.3:23), con-
sequence (Rom.6:23), helpless
(Rom.3:20).

2. Savior: Birth (Jn.1:14),
substitutionary death
(Rom.5:6), resurrection
(Acts13:30).

3. Required Response:
Repent (Acts 3:19), Trust
(Jn.3:16), surrender (Rom.10:9-
10).

When proclaiming Christ,
make it clear, concise, and
complete. Neither complicate
it nor cut it short!

MISTAKE #3: NO LOST FRIENDS

Statistics strongly support
the concept, “No one cares
how much you know until
they know how much you
care.”

Christian researcher
Gary L. McIntosh found that
59% of new believers are
introduced to faith in Jesus
through a family member or
friend. Yet, 38% of practicing
U.S. Christians say they do
not have any unbelieving fam-
ily or friends (Barna Group).

Jesus was known as a
“friend of tax collectors and
sinners” (Luke 7:34), and
He proclaimed, “The Son of
Man has come to seek and
save that which is lost” (Luke
19:10). Reach out as a friend to
sinners. Show them that you
love them in the Lord, and
they will ask you what you
know about Him.

MISTAKE #4: EXPECTING REJECTION

According to Lifeway
Research (2021), 47% of unbe-
lievers are willing to have reli-
gious conversations, and 79%
of the unchurched are open
to a Christian friend talking
about his or her faith. More-
over, Jesus declared, “I tell

you, open your eyes and look
at the fields! They are ripe for
harvest” (John 4:35). God is at
work convicting, convincing,
and drawing unbelievers to
Jesus in your community, and
He invites you to join in His
work.

MISTAKE #5: FEARING INADEQUACY

You do not need to know
every answer. Just be a great
listener. Unbelievers (62%) are
looking to discuss faith with
someone who “listens with-
out judgment” (Barna, 2019).
Ask questions, but do not
argue. Show compassion and
affirm what you can.

If you do not know some-
thing, admit it and circle back
to what you do know—that
Jesus gave you eternal and
abundant life, and He can do
the same for them (John 9:25).

MISTAKE #6: NOT DEPENDING ON HIM

In the Antioch Effect
(1999), Christian apologist

Ken Hemphill wrote, “The sin
of carnality is nothing more
than attempting to do super-
natural work through human
ability.”

The Holy Spirit leads,
empowers, equips, and
emboldens believers for
evangelism—when they ask.
Luke recorded that when the
church “... prayed ... they were
all filled with the Holy Spirit
and spoke the word of God
boldly” (Acts 4:31). Fruitful-
ness always follows faithful-
ness (Jn 15:5). So, spend more
time on your knees as well as
in the Word, and follow the
Spirit’s lead.

MISTAKE #7: HOLY WORDS,
UNHOLY LIVES

Nonbelievers watch to see
whether Christians live out
the Gospel Monday-Saturday
and not just on Sunday.

A second century sermon
that was widely read at the

See EVANGELISM, page 14
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CON N E(T from page one

Word sound forth from our
Convention and our church-
es.

BUDGET PROPOSAL

As part of the business
of the annual meeting, the
Cooperative Program budget
will be presented to messen-

SH OOTI NG from page one

Louisiana Baptist Collegiate
Ministry Director Mark Rob-
inson said that several front
windows were shattered, but no
one was inside the building. Rob-
inson and LSU BCM Director
Blake Grundy are cooperating
with law enforcement’s investi-
gation.

WWL-TV reported that
there is no ongoing threat to
campus safety.

“This incident is a sobering
reminder of the brokenness and
lostness in our world and the
urgent need for the peace and
hope that only Christ can bring,”
Robinson said in a news release
to the Baptist Message. “We
grieve for those injured and pray
for their full recovery. We also
pray for our campus, our city,
and for all who are shaken by
this violence.”

Louisiana Baptist Executive

gers to consider for adoption.
The 2026 financial plan
is based on Cooperative
Program contributions of
$16,925,460, a decrease of
$455,348, or 2.62 percent.
Cooperative Program pro-
jections are based on actual
receipts from August 2024
through July 2025. The alloca-

Director Steve Horn added: “We
are grateful none of our students
or guests were in the building at
the time. We invite all Louisiana
Baptists to join us in praying for
protection and spiritual awak-
ening at LSU, and on all of our
BCM's across the state.”

The shooting prompted Lou-
isiana Gov. Jeff Landry to order
increased security for LSU's next
home game, Oct. 25, against
Texas A&M.

“Thave ordered the Louisi-
ana State Police to work with
LSU PD, BRPD, and EBRSO
to come up with an enhanced
security plan for the upcoming
LSU/Texas A&M game,” Landry
wrote Oct. 13 on X (the social
media platform formerly known
as Twitter). “We will continue
assessing the security to ensure
all future games are safe. The
level of violence and disruption
will not be tolerated.”

tion formula for distributing
CP gifts between Southern
Baptist entities and Louisi-
ana Baptist causes remains
unchanged, 62.87 percent to
support ministries in the state
and 37.13 percent forwarded
to fund national entities.

OTHER BUSINESS

Other highlights of the
meeting will include messag-
es by Horn, Goza and Michael
Wood, pastor with First Bap-
tist Church, West Monroe.

Additional items on the
agenda include a Bible study
led by Jared Wilson, profes-
sor with Midwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, Kan-
sas City, Mo.; reports by the
Convention’s entities; other
updates on state missions;
consideration of motions and
resolutions; and election of
officers.

At press time, the only
candidates whose name has
been placed in nomination for
LBC office is Kirk Jones, pas-
tor with Fellowship Church,
Gonzales, as president; Ben
Hackler, pastor, First Baptist
Church Sterlington, First vice
president and Neil Treme,
pastor with Glenmora Baptist

Church, second vice-presi- Chicot Room

dent. Gatherings for Nov. 11
include:
NOTABLES -- NOBTS alumni dinner,
12 p.m., Riverfront Center,
Gatherings for Nov. 10 Area D/E
include: -- Next Generation lunch,
-- Discipleship collabo- 12 p.m., First Baptist Church,
rative, 11:45 a.m., Riverfront Pineville
Center, Area D/E -- Send Network Loui-

siana lunch, 12 p.m., Hotel
Bentley, Grand Ballroom

-- Ladies fellowship lunch,
12 p.m., Hotel Bentley, Bayou

WE CAN HELP

PROFESSIONAL
TREE REMOVAL
TREE PRUNING
TREE TRIMMING
STORM CLEAN-UP
TREE MAINTENANCE
LAWN MAINTENANCE

. CALL US TODAY!

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Pov AU Youwr LAWN MAINTENANCE Projects
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Messengers to take up resolutions at annual meeting

RESOLUTION 1: ON EXPRESSION
OF APPRECIATION

WHEREAS, Many individu-
als and groups have had a part in
planning, preparing and conduct-
ing the 178th annual meeting of
our Louisiana Baptist Convention;
and

WHEREAS, The messen-
gers of this Convention desire to
warmly recognize and express ap-
preciation to the following:
Carrow Rasberry, facility director
for the Randolph Riverfront
Center and her staff for their
assistance with details and for
providing the use of their facili-
ties for this annual meeting; and
Dr. David Goza, Convention presi-
dent, who is pastor of Jefferson
Baptist Church, Baton Rouge,
for his warm, gracious spirit in
leading, speaking and listening to
Louisiana Baptists this year, and
his gentle firmness in moderating
this annual meeting; and
Jefferson Baptist Church, Baton
Rouge, for their commitment to
sharing the Gospel in our state by
graciously supporting Dr. Goza's
leadership of all the churches of
the Louisiana Baptist Convention

this past year; and
Cullen McDaniel, music director
for this annual meeting, who is
the minister of music with Jeffer-
son Baptist Church, Baton Rouge,
for planning and coordinating the
music, and the musicians and
singers for their contribution of
instrumental and vocal talents;
and
Tommy Middleton, chairman of
the Committee on Order of Busi-
ness, who is the associational
mission strategist for the Baptist
Association of Greater Baton
Rouge and a member of Jefferson
Baptist Church, Baton Rouge, and
the members of the Committee
on Order of Business for planning
this informative and inspirational
annual meeting; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That the mes-
sengers to the 178th session of

the Louisiana Baptist Convention,

meeting in Alexandria, Louisiana,
November 11, 2025, express to
each of the above and to all who
contributed our deepest heartfelt
gratitude.

RESOLUTION 2: ON ENCOURAGING
CHURCHES TO SUPPORT LOUISIANA

CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

WHEREAS, Louisiana
Christian University has been a
cornerstone of Christian educa-
tion in the state of Louisiana,
committed to nurturing students
in both faith and academic excel-
lence; and

WHEREAS, LCU continues to
provide a Christ-centered educa-
tion that prepares students to
serve God and their communities
with integrity, knowledge, and
compassion; and

WHEREAS, The financial sup-
port of churches plays a crucial
role in sustaining and expanding
the mission of LCU to provide
affordable and quality Christian
higher education to future
generations of leaders; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Mark Johnson
has been called to bring fresh and
visionary leadership; and

WHEREAS, Pastor Terry
Young, pastor of Airline Baptist
Church, Bossier City, brought a
series of motions to the floor of
the annual meeting in 2024 ask-
ing Louisiana Baptists to renew
their support for LCU; and

WHEREAS, Messengers in

2024 voted unanimously to dedi-
cate the first Sunday in February
as a Day of Prayer for LCU; and
WHEREAS, We affirm the
Cooperative Program as the
primary financial mechanism to
provide support to LCU from our
churches; now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the mes-
sengers to the 178th session of
the Louisiana Baptist Convention,
meeting in Alexandria, Louisiana,
November 11, 2025, encourage
and call upon churches across
Louisiana to receive a special
freewill offering for Louisiana
Christian University coinciding
with the annual Day of Prayer for
LCU on the first Sunday of Febru-
ary; and be it further
RESOLVED, That we also
urge churches to support LCU
through prayer, partnerships, and
engagement in the work of equip-
ping students for Christ-centered
service and leadership; and be it
finally
RESOLVED, That we affirm
the Louisiana Baptist Conven-
tion's continuing support for
Louisiana Christian University as
a vital ministry partner in fulfill-
ing the Great Commission, and
we commit to continue partner-
ing with the university in the
years to come to see the Gospel
proclaimed through higher
education in Louisiana.

RESOLUTION 3: ON THE EXIT OF
PLANNED PARENTHOOD FROM
LOUISIANA

WHEREAS, Scripture clearly
affirms the sanctity of human
life from conception through
old age and into eternity (Psalm
139:13-16; Isaiah 46:4; John
3:16); and

WHEREAS, God abhors the
shedding of innocent blood and
requires His people todo all in
their power to rescue persons
from such acts (Proverbs
6:16-17; 24:11-12); and

WHEREAS, Planned Parent-
hood Federation of America and
its affiliates have been the largest
single provider of abortions in the
United States for up to 40 years,
having established its dark pres-
ence in Louisiana for those four
decades; and

WHEREAS, Louisiana Bap-
tists have repeatedly affirmed
our commitment to the sanctity
of human life, including the call
for our state and federal govern-
ments to abolish all abortions
and the plea for them to defund
Planned Parenthood; and

WHEREAS, In 2022, the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned Roe
v. Wade, returning authority for
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abortion to the states, thus trig-
gering Louisiana’s total ban on
elective abortions; and
WHEREAS, In 2025, the U.S.
Congress passed the One Big
Beautiful Bill Act that defunded
Planned Parenthood for one
year, thus shutting off the largest
single source of funds for its
facilities in Louisiana; and
WHEREAS, Louisiana’s abor-
tion ban combined with the with-
holding of state and federal funds
from Planned Parenthood caused
this giant abortion conglomerate
to close its last two facilities in
our state (Baton Rouge and New
Orleans) on September 30, 2025;
now, therefore, be it
RESOLVED, That the mes-
sengers to the 178th session of
the Louisiana Baptist Convention,
meeting in Alexandria, Louisiana,
November 11, 2025, do joy-
fully celebrate the forced exit of
Planned Parenthood from our
state; and be it further
RESOLVED, That we heartily
commend the pro-life champions
in our churches, in the public
square and in the legislature who
persisted since 1973 in success-
fully ending all elective abortions
in our state; and be if further
RESOLVED, That we strongly
urge our churches and lawmakers
to continue the fight to stop the
shipping of the outlawed abortion
pill into our state, which will
effectively end all secret illegal
abortions in Louisiana; and be it
finally
RESOLVED, That we grate-
fully thank God for that which
was impossible for the pro-life
movement to achieve and that He
orchestrated in the overturning
of Roe v. Wade after it had been
the law of the land for 49 years
(Luke 18:27), thus establishing
legal sanctuary for the unborn in
Louisiana; and be it finally
RESOLVED, That we humbly
ask Him to continue to strength-
en, protect and guide us to seek,
find and do His will to impact
the moral, social and spiritual
character of Louisiana, the nation
and beyond.

RESOLUTION 4: ON ENCOUR-
AGING BIBLICAL MARRIAGE
BY REMOVING THE MARRIAGE
PENALTY

WHEREAS Marriage is the
one-flesh lifelong union under
God between one man and one
woman, joining them in every
aspect of human existence,
including the physical, sexual,
mental, emotional, moral,

See RESOLUTIONS, page 9
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spiritual and economic spheres
of life (Genesis 2:24); and

WHEREAS, Marriage is a
divinely created institution
that is intended as a bless-
ing to all mankind (Genesis
2:24; Ephesians 5:31-33;
Matthew 5:45); and

WHEREAS believers,
unless laws contradict Scrip-
ture, citizens should marry
in accordance with the regu-
lations and requirements of
government (Romans 13:1-7;
Daniel 3; Acts 4:18-20; 5:17-
42); and

WHEREAS, Government
provides an economic safety
net for individuals in the
forms of Medicaid and Social
Security Insurance among
other welfare provisions; and

WHEREAS, A report by
the Office of Family Assis-
tance, Administration for
Children and Families, U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services states that
“marriage penalties” within
this safety net of resources
“may play a modest role in
discouraging marriage and

encouraging cohabitation
among low-income fami-
lies”; and

WHEREAS, Media
reports as well as anecdot-
al contacts from pastors
indicate elderly widows and
widowers as well as disabled
couples among others are
choosing to cohabit rather
than marry and suffer losses
of individual assets and
Social Security benefits;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the
messengers to the 178th
session of the Louisiana
Baptist Convention, meeting
in Alexandria, Louisiana,
November 11, 2025, most
strongly affirm that those
who seek a marital relation-
ship must proclaim their
“one-flesh” commitment
through legal matrimony
regardless of practical
budgetary reasons or other
pragmatic considerations
to do otherwise; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That we
most strongly condemn any

barriers to marriage created
by “marriage penalties” in

the financial and healthcare
safety nets the government

provides, and we call on pub-

lic officials to end any and all
such barriers to marriage;
and be it finally

RESOLVED, That
the Louisiana Baptist
Convention restates its
commitment to promote
and support the biblical
construct of marriage, the
one-flesh lifelong union
under God between one man
and one woman, regardless
of governmental attempts to
restrict marriage or reform
it into secular concepts that
defy the Word of God.

RESOLUTION 5: ON EQUAL

PROTECTION FOR PRE-BORN

CHILDREN

WHEREAS, as stated by
Louisiana Baptists in 2023,
Scripture reveals that all
human life is created in the
image of God, and therefore
sacred to our Creator (Gene-
sis 1:27;9:6); and
1p2 .4 as also stated by
Louisiana Baptists in 2023,

the Bible affirms that the
preborn child is a person,
bearing the image of God,

from the moment of concep-

tion (Psalm 139:13-16; Luke
1:44); and

WHEREAS, Scripture
strongly condemns shed-
ding the blood of an image
bearer of God (Genesis 9:6);
and

WHEREAS, God views
life in the womb as a baby
or child, using the same
terms to identify childrenin
the womb as used for born
children (Luke 1:41 & 44,
2:12 &16); and

WHEREAS, God hates
laws and judgments that
show partiality (Deuteron-
omy 16:19; Exodus 23:2-3;
Leviticus 19:15; 2 Chroni-
cles 19:7; Proverbs 24:23;
Proverbs 28:21; Malachi 2:9;
James 2:1; James 2:9); and

WHEREAS, Louisiana
Baptists have historically
recognized the sanctity of
life in the womb and repeat-
edly reaffirmed our pro-life
ethic and our opposition
to the heinous murder of
abortion; and

WHEREAS, our con-

October 30, 2025 ® www.baptistmessage.com ® Louisiana Baptist Message

fessional statement, The
Baptist Faith and Message,
according to Article XV, af-
firms that children “from the
moment of conception, are
a blessing and heritage from
the Lord"; and further af-
firms that Southern Baptists
are mandated by Scripture
to “speak on behalf of the
unborn and contend for the
sanctity of all human life
from conception to natural
death;” and

WHEREAS, Louisiana
law defines human life in the
womb as from the moment
of conception/fertilization
and the 14th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution pro-
vides equal protection under
law to all humans; let us be

RESOLVED, as Louisiana
Baptists, to stand for equal
protection under the law of
all children in the womb and
to be the prophetic voice
in our culture that calls
on our elected officials to
pursue legislation to provide
children in their mothers’
wombs the same protection
under law as children in their
mothers’arms.
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Liberty Counsel seeks justice for illegally fired Louisiana Baptist pastor

By Staff
Based on a news release
by Liberty Councel

BATON ROUGE, LA
— Liberty Counsel, a Chris-
tian ministry that engages
in strategic litigation to
promote evangelical Chris-
tian values, sent a demand
letter, Oct. 17, to the East
Baton Rouge Parish Library
on behalf of Luke Ash, a
bi-vocational pastor with
Stevendale Baptist Church

“Three generations
of Galloway’s serving
Louisiana Churches.”

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com ® 800.256.0700

in Baton Rouge, who was
unlawfully fired from his
job as a library services
technician for refusing to
use false pronouns for a
female colleague.

The letter denounced
Ash’s termination (a result
of his refusal to compro-
mise religious beliefs about
human sexuality) as a
violation of the Louisiana
Constitution, the Louisi-
ana Protection of Religious
Freedom Act, the First

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE

for your church
insurance nesds

Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution, and Title VII
of the Civil Rights Act of
1964.

Liberty Counsel request-
ed the library to reinstate
Ash with backpay and
revise its pronoun policy
to respect the religious free
exercise rights of all em-
ployees, setting a response
deadline of Now. 10.

In the letter, Liberty
Counsel explained that
the library’s “inclusivity
policy” (that employees
have a “right” to choose
their pronouns) essentially
mandates radical gender
ideology and unconstitu-
tionally compels employees
to mouth their support in
acceptance. They noted
that Ash’s sincerely held re-
ligious beliefs about God’s
design for human sexuality
prevent him from believing
that a female worker is a
man (regardless of how she
wishes to identify herself)
and compel him to be
truthful.

“Mr. Ash’s faith requires

him to tell the truth and
not lie,” the letter stated.
“His understanding of
biology and faith requires
him to use pronouns con-
sistent with biological sex,
because to do otherwise
would cause him to lie. Mr.
Ash believes speaking such
lies would be harmful to
others who hear the lies,
particularly a person who
is uncomfortable with his
or her natal sex.”

In previous statements
to the Baptist Message, Ash
explained that a coworker,
who was training a new
female hire, attempted to
force Ash to refer to the
trainee as a “he.” Ash did
not speak in the presence
of the trainee.

Ash subsequently was
reprimanded by three
other EBRPL employees
“for not upholding the
library’s inclusivity policy
by refusing to use preferred
pronouns,” and was told
that “upper management”
would decide “how the
library would proceed.” He
was terminated the next
day.

Liberty Counsel’s let-
ter contends that, under
the First Amendment, the
state “may not compel
affirmance of a belief with
which the speaker dis-
agrees.” It also notes that
both the First Amendment
and the Louisiana Consti-

tution recognize and pro-
tect “religion” and religious
“free exercise,” concluding
that the library’s “inclusion
policy” does not supersede
these protections which
are afforded Ash.

“[The] Library has no
compelling government
interest in requiring em-
ployees to speak pronouns
that do not accurately
reflect biological sex,
when employees are not
required to speak at all; nor
in requiring employees to
violate their sincerely held
religious beliefs,” wrote
Liberty Counsel.

Liberty Counsel Found-
er and Chairman Mat
Staver said, “The East
Baton Rouge Parish Library
acted unlawfully in firing
Pastor Luke Ash for the
U.S. Constitution and Lou-
isiana law protect his right
to uphold his beliefs and
refuse false pronouns. The
library also violated Title
VII for not even consider-
ing a religious accommoda-
tion for Pastor Ash. There
is no compelling interest
in requiring Pastor Ash to
lie or affirm false sex-based
pronouns. Employers can-
not force people to choose
between their faith and
their livelihood. The library
has a chance to reinstate
Pastor Ash and rectify this
potentially costly mistake.”

COTTAGE PARENTS

(Positions available in Monroe)

Send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@lbch.org
or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

Asso. Director of Family Services
(Positions available in Monroe)

Send resume to: Susan Nolan at snolan@lbch.org
or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

Asso. Director of Family Care Ministries
(Positions available in Monroe)

Send resume to: Jonann Byargeon at jonann@Ibch.org
or LBCH, PO Box 4196, Monroe, LA 71211.

Ibch.org
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Neil Treme to be nominated for LBC 2VP

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

GLENMORA, La. (LBM)
— Neil Treme, pastor with
Glenmora Baptist Church
and a former International
Mission Board missionary,
will be nominated for the
office of second vice presi-
dent during the Louisiana
Baptist Convention 2025
Annual Meeting of church
messengers.

Ferran Bertrand, asso-
ciational mission strategist
with Mt. Olive Baptist
Association, shared with
the Baptist Message, Oct. 21,
his intention to make the
nomination.

The yearly gathering
of Louisiana Baptists is
scheduled to be held in the
Randolph Riverfront Center,
Alexandria, Nov. 11.

STATEMENT OF SUPPORT

Bertrand said Treme’s
experience as a pastor and
missionary will benefit the
Convention.

“Brother Neil has a long
tenure of service to South-
ern Baptist,” Bertrand told
the Baptist Message. “He
has served with the IMB
in multiple countries and
has worked to prepare new
missionaries deploying to
countries around the world.
Closer to home, Brother
Neil is currently serving as
pastor of Glenmora Baptist
Church in Glenmora. He is
an able teacher and preacher
of the Word. And, to use his
own words, he is always en-
couraging us to ‘make much
of Jesus.” Brother Neil is an

encourager, and I know he
will serve and represent
Louisiana Baptists well as a
part of the leadership team
of our convention.”

BY THE NUMBERS

The database of the An-
nual Church Profile shows
that Glenmora Baptist
Church gave 10.9 percent
of its undesignated gifts
through the Cooperative
Program to support coop-
erative missions and minis-
tries this year, amounting to
$32,069 from undesignated
receipts of $293,917.

Glenmora Baptist Church
averaged 145 in Sunday wor-
ship service and baptized
nine new believers this year.

CANDIDATE’S RESPONSE

Treme told the Baptist
Message this is a chance
for him to give back to the
Convention that has impact-
ed him.

“I am one who has
been greatly blessed by the
greater SBC and LBC family
through various ways such
as being equipped through
an SBC seminary; support-
ed through the Coopera-
tive Program as an IMB
missionary for 21 years of
missionary service; further
equipped through various
LBC related trainings and
events; and by being prayed
for and encouraged by LBC
and local association lead-
ership,” Treme said. “T have
been blessed to be a Louisi-
ana Baptist.

“I count it a privilege and
honor to be nominated for

this position,” he continued.
“If elected I would hope to
be a voice for the small- to
medium-sized church as
well as a voice to champion
the beauty of cooperat-

ing together as Louisiana
Baptists for the sake of the
Gospel and expansion of the
Kingdom of God.”

PERSONAL DATA

Treme is a native of
DeQuincy and holds degrees
from Criswell College, Dal-
las, Texas, and Southwestern
Baptist Theological Semi-
nary, Fort Worth, Texas.

Treme has been pastor
with Glenmora Baptist
Church since June 1, 2016.
Before that, he served as sin-
gles pastor with First Baptist
Church, Hialeah, Florida; as
well as pastor with Hillsboro
Baptist Mission, Broward
County, Florida, and Em-
manuel Baptist Church,
McAlester, Oklahoma.

Additionally, Treme
served 21 years with the
IMB, including as a church

developer and church
planter in Mexico and
Canada, and he assisted new
missionaries preparing for
missionary service at the
organization’s headquarters
in Richmond, Virginia.

100-plus
vendors
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Treme and his wife,
Leanne (who retired in 2024
as administrative assistant
with the LBC communica-
tions team), have five adult
children and six grandchil-
dren.
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Children’s Home seeks candidates for president & CEQ

By Will Hall
Message executive editor

MONROE, La. (LBM)
— The Louisiana Baptist
Children’s Home and Fam-
ily Ministries is accepting
applications for president
& CEO, according to Bob
Bozeman, vice chair of the
ministry’s trustee board
and chair of its president
search committee.

He is a member of
North Monroe Baptist
Church and an attorney.

Bozeman told the Bap-
tist Message the ministry
opened the search process
after Perry Hancock, LB-
CHFM president and CEO,
announced on Sept. 26 his
intention to retire at the
end of February 2026.

“Perry has the unique
ability to see around the
corner with regard to an-
ticipating changing winds
that affect the Children’s
Home,” Bozeman said.
“Another of Perry’s great

attributes
is his gift-
edness of
touching
all bases in
Louisiana
Baptist life
-- the local
churches, the
Convention
-- as well as
regional and
national con-
nections.”
“He
really has
the pulse of
all who are
involved or
concerned
about the
Children’s
Home,
and that’s
a special
talent,”
he added.
“That’s
the kind

of person we're looking
for — with experience in

Perry Hancock has served as leader of the Louisiana Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home and Family Ministries since July 1, 2003. Serving
alongside Hancock has been his wife, who greatly contributed to
the ministry of the LBCHFM herself. Hancock recently announced
he will retire in February 2026.

a similar setting and who
understands the different
constituencies and has a

love for
this spe-
cial kind
of minis-
try.”
Boze-
man added
that this
will be
are-
markable
transition
for the
incoming
person in
that “this
isn't one of
the times
where
some-
one
has to
come in
and fix
some-
thing.
Instead,
the
Chil-

dren’s Home is working
exceptionally well.”
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But he said that it is a
kinetic environment and
will require someone with
similar energy and vision
“to continue to drive us
forward.”

Bozeman also praised
Hancock’s wife, Tonya, for
her commitment to the mis-
sion and ministries of the
Children’s Home. In 2010,
she launched the Wom-
en’s Learning Center and
has served as the full-time
volunteer executive director
ever since. This LBCHFM
ministry helps women
18 years old and above to
prepare for the High School
Equivalency Test and pro-
vides career training at no
cost, offering each woman
and her family an opportu-
nity for a better life.

This is one of the intangi-
bles the trustees are seek-
ing in a new president and
CEO, Bozeman offered.

“Tonya has been a
partner with Perry in his

See APPLICANTS, page 14
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"Here for You' campaign sees fruit from Gospel seeds

By Staff
Baptist Message

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — The “Here for You”
multi-media outreach strat-
egy continues to see Gospel
fruit according to Louisiana
Baptist Director of Commu-
nications John Kyle.

“The seeds scattered
through our ‘Here for You’
campaign are begging to
sprout,” Kyle said.

Launched statewide
in 2019, “Here for You”
is attempting to impact
the estimated 2.85 million
people in Louisiana who do
not have a relationship with
Christ. Using various media
platforms including broad-
cast television, streaming
services and social media,
viewers are directed to a
website where they can
view a Gospel presentation
or search for a local church.
Through a partnership with
the Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Association, the com-
munications team receives
a monthly report indicating
the number of visitors to
the Graham-designed land-
ing page, along the with
the number of views of the
Gospel presentation and
how many people indicated
a decision for Christ.

“In late 2024, we worked
out a new follow-up process
with the Graham organiza-
tion where, roughly every
six weeks, we receive the
names and email address-
es of those who provided
enough information to fol-
low up,” Kyle said. “We've
developed a process where
we reach out to them via
email and congratulate
them on their decision for
Christ. We also encourage
them to get involved with
a local church and offer to
send them a list of Loui-
siana Baptist churches in
their area if they provide
their zip code.”

Kyle said that those
making decisions are also
offered a Bible, if they'll
provide their mailing ad-
dress. “We assure them that
their address will not be
shared or sold,” he added.

Since the launch of the
updated follow-up process,
the Communications team
has received nearly 50
names and email address,
and Kyle noted that several
of those have requested a

list of area churches and a
Bible.

“When we received
these names, we also for-
ward them to our 260 ‘Here
for You' prayer partners
who pray for them to follow
through on their decisions
and get involved in a church
near them.”

Kyle noted that since
2019, the year Here for

You launched statewide,
baptisms have increased
in Louisiana (excepting
2020 and 2021, when some
churches did not baptize
because of COVID-19 con-
cerns).

“While I cannot draw a
straight line between the
increase in baptisms and
‘Here for You, I can tell
you the only thing we've

done differently, to my
knowledge, or added since
2019, is ‘Here for You,”
Kyle said. “When we sow
the seeds of God’s truth,
His word will not return
without accomplishing
that which He desires. An-
other way to put it is, God
doesn’'t waste His word.”
Supported through
the Georgia Barnette

fo«m Arnval

Fellowship Baptist Church
Revival and Bibte Conference

Louisiana Missions Of-
fering, the goal of ‘Here
for You' is to direct
people to the Gospel and
to the church. Churches
are encouraged to visit
LouisianaBaptists.org/
hereforyou to discover
ways they can let their
communities know their
congregations are be-
hind this effort.

November 5-9, 2025

487 Fellowship Road, Trout, LA 71371

Wednesday, November 5
Brenton Smith................... 6:00 pm
Malcolm Ellis..................... 7:00 pm

Thursday, November 6
Don Savell ......ccccevvvvnnnnnnnnn. 9:30 am
Sonny Simpson ............... 10:30 am
Scotty McDowell................ 6:00 pm
Malcolm Ellis................... 7 :00 pm
Friday. November 7
Don Savell ......cccceevveennnnn.n. 9:30am
Sonny Simpson................ 10:30 am
Scotty McDowell............... 6:00 pm
Malcolm Ellis..................... 7:00 pm
Saturday, November 8
Don Savell ......cccoevvvvnnnnnne.n. 9:30am
Bob Pittman.................... 10:30 am
Sonny Simpson.................. 6:00 pm
Bob Pittman...........couuee..... 7:00 pm
Sunday, November 9
Bob Pittman.................... 10:30 am
Brenton Smith................... 6:00 pm
Scotty McDowell................ 7:00 pm

Prayer Meeting

Wednesday - 5:30 pm
Thursday-Saturday - 9:00 am

Thursday - Saturday

Lunch at 11:30, Supper 5:00

Music

Thursday- Saturday - Bro. Glen Price
Wednesday & Sunday - Bro. Scott Windham

Church will pay for all pastors, ministers and

their families lodging that attend.

Breakfast will be served for Pastors staying in Hotel .

Contact Bro. Shad to reserve a room:
Phone: 318-374-0235

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Romans 12:2
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EVANGEI.ISM from page 6

time put it this way, “When
the heathen hear from our
mouth the oracles of God they
wonder at their beauty and
greatness; then discovering
that our deeds are not worthy
of the words we utter, they
turn from their wonder to
blasphemy, saying that it is all

APPI.ICANTS frompage12_____

leadership of the Children’s
Home and an ambassador for
the Children’s Home in her
own right,” he said.

Bozeman said it is “quite
the task for us to find some-
one to lead us on this next
part of the journey for the
Children’s Home.” But he
said the trustees are praying
and asked Louisiana Baptists
to be praying, too.

The Louisiana Bap-
tist Children’s Home and
Family Ministries 110-acre
campus is in Monroe, Lou-
isiana, and it's ministry
emphasis includes short-
term crisis care for chil-
dren, residential childcare,
residential family care, fos-

a myth and delusion” (Second
Clement).

Live holy to honor Christ
so your evangelistic efforts

will be blessed.

MISTAKE #8: SHARING
WITHOUT LOVE

ter care, compassion care
(donations of food, clothes,
household goods, and
more to children and fam-
ilies in need), residential
minister care, counseling,
women's career training
and orphan care in Haiti.
It has been a continuous
Louisiana Baptist ministry
for 126 years.

Individuals seeking
more information may
contact Bob Bozeman by
phone, 318.381.5880, or
email, rbozeman2740@
gmail.com. Download an
application with specific
job duties and responsibil-
ities for the position via
Ibch.org/employment.php

Motives matter!

According to the Apos-
tle Paul, you can deliver an
amazing sermon, but without
love, you come across like a
“resounding gong or a clang-
ing cymbal” (1 Cor. 13:1).

The cross is born from
God'’s love for sinners. So, as
His ambassador, demonstrate
passion in your presentation,
and always speak the truth
with grace.

MISTAKE #9: WAITING

Ecclesiastes 11:4 states,
“Whoever watches the wind
will not plant; whoever looks
at the clouds will not reap.”
If you wait for perfect condi-
tions to share the Gospel, you
will never see a harvest.

Do not be fooled by your
good intentions. Delayed obe-
dience is simply disobedience.

MISTAKE #10: WRONG EMPHASIS

Results matter. But the
true measure of success in
evangelism is our obedience.

Even when you lead
someone to Christ and see a
harvest, others undoubtedly
played essential roles in sow-

ing and watering (1 Cor. 3:6-8).

Do not be discouraged if
there are times when you do
not get to reap. Just obey!

Sow more. Water more.
Rely on God.

Play your part in the
process and trust that, in His
sovereign plan, God will bring
the harvest.
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Brant O'Connor is a
husband, father, and grand-
father. He pastors First
Baptist Church in Andrews,
Texas, and is pursuing a
Ph.D. in evangelism with
New Orleans Baptist Theo-
logical Seminary.
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Horn urges cooperation around Gospel

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

WOODWORTH, La.
(LBM) — During the Sept. 30
general session of the Lou-
isiana Baptist Convention
Executive Board meeting,
Louisiana Baptist Executive
Director Steve Horn encour-
aged members to remain
united as they seek to reach
others with the Gospel.

COOPERATING FOR CHRIST

Horn said that various
ministries are helping fulfill
Louisiana Baptists’ minis-
try purposes in three ways:
seeking the lost, strengthen-
ing churches and supporting
cooperative missions and
ministries.

Seeking the lost

—-Tall Timbers Baptist
Conference Center in Wood-
worth drew 3,277 people who
were part of its 10 summer
camps, and saw 146 come to
Christ, 70 restore fellowship
with the Lord and 18 pursue a
call to vocational ministry.

--21 Baptist Collegiate
Ministries, meeting on 28

campuses, held back-to-school
events with a combined 11,180
students in attendance and
2,615 Gospel conversations
completed. Additionally, since
the beginning of the school
year; a student was called
into vocational ministry at
the University of Louisiana

at Lafayette BCM; and more
than 600 people attended
in-person and another 2,500
watched online the presen-
tation at the McNeese State
University BCM by apologist
Frank Turek, who discipled
the late Charlie Kirk, founder
of Turning Point USA and a
renowned apologist himself.
In the first 35 hours of the
event, the number of online
views for Turek’s presentation
increased to 28,000.

Strengthening churches

--The Regroup disci-
ple-making conferences in
August trained 740 small
group leaders at Philadelphia
Baptist Church, Deville, First
Baptist Church, New Orleans,
and Franklin Avenue Baptist
Church, New Orleans.

--Twenty people attended
the first meeting, Sept. 8, of
the inaugural Evangelistic
Preaching Clinic hosted by

the First Baptist Church,
Columbia. This four-week
clinic that continued into late
October focused on skill de-
velopment and evaluation in
the preparation and delivery
of expository, evangelistic
sermons. One of the partici-
pants was a high school senior
who preached his first sermon
after drawing upon his new-
found knowledge, feedback
and personal encouragement
from the other pastors at the
event.

--More than 350 BCM
students gathered at TTBCC
for the Geaux 25 conference
as they explored the call to
missions.

--A self-insurance organi-
zation has been established
that is open to churches of all
faith traditions. Horn shared
that the Fellowship of Louisi-
ana Churches and Nonprofit
Religious Organizations has
been allocated $2.9 million
by the state legislature and
that paperwork for accessing
those funds was submitted on
Sept. 29. Horn is hopeful the
program can be launched by
April 2026.

Cooperative missions and
ministries

--Executive Board mem-
bers prayed for Sean and Pam
Keith, who were among 54
individuals commissioned as
missionaries by the Interna-
tional Mission Board, Sept.
24. Sean is former Louisiana
Baptist Sunday School and
Discipleship Strategist and his
wife, Pam, is a former direc-
tor of preschool ministries
with their sending church,
Philadelphia Baptist Church,
Deville. They will reside in
Zambia, leading teams of
college students to share the
Gospel.

“T just want to take a mo-
ment during our meeting and
specifically during my report
to say to us, ‘This is who we
are,” Horn said. “You may
hear all kinds of stuff about
what other people believe
who we are. But I am just
reminding us in this moment,
this is really who we are, and
this is really who Southern
Baptists are.”

AMBASSADOR
FOR LOUISIANA BAPTISTS
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Horn closed his report by
sharing that he strives to be
Chief Encouragement Officer,
Chief Prayer Warrior and
Chief Cooperative Program
Advocate for Louisiana Bap-
tists.

He noted that the CP has
provided a way to do cooper-
ative ministry among South-
ern Baptist churches for 100
years, referencing the support
of IMB missionaries like the
Keiths and BCMs in the state.
He urged executive board
members not to give up on
the CP.

“Brothers and sisters, we
cannot give up,” he said. “T'm
not giving up because there
are 4.6 million people living
among us in our own state,
each made in the image of
God, each in need of salva-
tion, and those who are being
saved needing to be discipled,
and many others need to be
sent, like Sean and Pam, to
the billions across the globe
who have never heard the
name of Jesus. Let’s stay to-
gether. I'm not giving up.”
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Pastors Conference: Hope and encouragment

ALEXANDRIA, La.
(LBM) — Organizers of
this year’s Louisiana Bap-
tist Pastors Conference
hope to offer pastors a
day of encouragement,
Now. 10.

“Every pastor, includ-
ing this one, never gets
enough encouragement,’
Pastors Conference Pres-
ident and East Leesville
Baptist Church Pastor
Tommy Kiker told the
Baptist Message. “The
ministry is incredibly
wonderful and rewarding
but it can be incredibly
burdensome. So, we need
to get our encourage-
ment in Christ and one
another.”

Scheduled to meet in
the Randolph Riverfront
Center, Alexandria, the
annual gathering’s theme

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL
Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas

318.465.1006
melvinthomas46@gmail.com

411 Ashley Ridge Blvd., Shreveport, LA 71106

™

Mission:Dignity.

A ministry of GuideStone®

is “Be Encouraged.”

The program will
begin, 9 a.m., with music
led by the East Leesville
Baptist Church worship
team and their Minister
of Music Matt Blan-
kenbaker. Todd Strain,
pastor, Calvary Baptist
Church, Alexandria, and
Philip Robertson, pas-
tor, Philadelphia Baptist

COMMISSIONED from page 4

other, equip one another,
we can really accomplish
something that none of us
could even think or imag-
ine.”

WORDS OF APPRECIATION

Louisiana Baptist Exec-
utive Director Steve Horn
said a celebration is needed
anytime someone from
Louisiana is called to serve
as a missionary with the
IMB.

“When someone is
called from Louisiana, that

Today, many retired Southern Baptist
pastors, church workers and widows are
quietly struggling to afford everyday needs

like food, housing and medication.

We need your help
to find them.

Contact Us to
Refer a Recipient

GuideStone.org/Assistance

Church, Deville, will
be among the speakers
headlining the event.
After lunch, the con-
ference will continue, 2
p.-m., with an afternoon
session featuring mes-
sages by Ken Whitten,
national director of pas-
toral leadership, North
American Mission Board,
and Mark Johnson, presi-

dent, Louisiana Christian
University.

Nathan Lino, pas-
tor with First Baptist
Church, Forney, Texas,
and Jared Wilson, pro-
fessor with Midwestern
Baptist Theological Sem-
inary, Kansas City, Mo.
will close out the con-
ference with messages
during the 6 p.m. session.

means they were likely
saved, discipled and called
in one our churches,” he
said. “In addition, having
people called and sent

to the nations from our
churches connects all of
us to the Acts 1:8 mandate.
Seeing people called from
Louisiana connects us to
the Cooperative Program
and the Lottie Moon
Christmas Offering in a
personal way. All of those
being sent in this group
have unique stories, but all
have a common story of
being prepared, at least in
part, in Louisiana.”

Philip Robertson, senior
pastor with Philadelphia
Baptist in Deville, said
the Keiths represent the
church’s commitment
to support missionaries
around the world through
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their participation in the
Cooperative Program and
Global Missions giving, but
that “nothing compares

to the blessing of being a
sending church when God
calls our very own mem-
bers to the field.

“We are looking forward
to holding the rope here at
home for Sean and Pam as
they heed calls missionary
call on their lives,” he said.
“We are already making
plans to add sub—Saharan
Africa to our itinerary of
future mission trips. We
will miss having the Keiths
in our weekly fellowship
but could not be more
grateful for their obedience.
Sub-Saharan Africa now
has a special piece of our
hearts, and we can't wait to
see all that God is going to
do.”
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HAN COCK from page 2

and its church partners
have served more than over
11,000 people. and could
impact 25,000-50,000
children and their fami-
lies annually in one of the
state’s poorest regions as
well as across Louisiana.
The 15,000- 16,000sq.-ft. fa-
cility provides food, school
supplies, diapers, shoes,
new clothing and other life
essentials. Additionally,
the center offers space for
a mission church or Bible
studies.

HOMEPLACE MINISTRY

Since its inception
in 2010, HomePlace has
offered homeless women
and their children a place
to stay for six to 12 months
at no cost to the residents,
and their stay can be
extended. More than 500
women and their children
have participated in the
program. While there, the
women may work toward
their high school equiv-
alency and receive life
and job training through
the on-campus Women’s
Learning Center.

MINISTER CARE PROGRAM

The Minister Care
Residential Program was
launched in 2018, and
allows Louisiana Baptist
terminated ministers and
International Mission
Board missionaries on
stateside assignment (tran-
sitioning to a new minis-
try or recently retired) to
receive a free apartment
on the LBCHFM’s campus
in Monroe for up to one
year. The program pro-
vides Christian counseling
if needed and ministerial
guidance.

SUPPORTIVE SPOUSE

Serving alongside
Hancock has been his wife,
who greatly contributed to
the ministry of the LBCH-
FM herself.

During her tenure there,
she started the Women's
Learning Center in 2010
and served as the full-
time volunteer executive
director for 15 years. This
center provides women 18
years and older the chance
to prepare for the High
School Equivalency Test

and receive career training
at no cost. The Center also
offers training and encour-
agement from the ministry
team and fellow classmates
in a caring, Christian
environment as students
prepare for a better life

for themselves and their
families.

Additionally, she served
as a representative for the
LBCHFM in churches and
civic organizations.

“It has been a privilege
to minister side by side
with my husband at the
Louisiana Baptist Chil-
dren’s Home and to see
God’s love changing lives
every day,” she said. “My
heart has been deeply
touched by children who
now feel safe and loved,
families restored through
Granberry Counseling Cen-
ters and homeless mothers
who've found hope and
stability for their children.

“Working with the
Women'’s Learning Cen-
ter has been one of my
greatest joys — watching
women discover that God
has beautiful plans for their
lives (Jeremiah 29:11) as
they gain skills to provide
for their families and step
into new beginnings,” she
continued. “T am forever
grateful for the opportuni-
ty to serve in this ministry
and to witness God’s faith-
fulness up close.”

WORDS OF APPRECIATION

Jason Lupo, LBCHFM
board chairman and pastor
with First Baptist Church,
Hornbeck, commended the
expansion of ministries at
LBCHFM under Hancock’s
leadership.

“What he has done
has benefited not only the
Children’s Home but the
state as a whole,” Lupo
said. “It’s hard to put a
number of how much more
full heaven is because of
him, but if you think about
what he’s done and how
he has impacted children’s
lives that have lived at
the Children’s Home, it’s
massive.”

Mike Hawkins, past
board chairman with the
LBCHFM and pastor with
Salem Baptist Church,
Stonewall, commended
Hancock’s faithfulness.

“He is committed to

his God, to his family and
to his ministry,” Hawkins
said. “During his tenure at
our Children’s Home, while
similar ministries in other
states struggled or even
closed, ours flourished. He
was diligent to carefully
consider changing laws and
to adapt to those changes
so that our ministry ex-
panded. Many lives have
been changed eternally
through the faithfulness of
Perry Hancock.”

Steven Kelly, associa-
tional mission strategist
with Northeast Louisiana
and Morehouse Baptist
Associations, met Hancock
in 1988 while the two were
working on their degrees
with New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary.
Additionally, Kelly’s wife,
Tammilee, and Tonya Han-
cock were colleagues as

campus secretaries.

“The Louisiana Baptist
Children’s Home is not
the same place that it was
when Perry started in this
position,” Kelly said. “His
leadership fingerprints are
all over the campus both
in facilities and ministry
direction. His gentle heart
and spirit combined with
his vision and tenacity have
put the Children’s Home in
a tremendous position to
move even further for-
ward.”

Louisiana Baptist Exec-
utive Director Steve Horn
commended Hancock’s
faithfulness.

“Every leader desires
to leave an organization
better than he finds it, and
this will certainly be the
legacy of Dr. Hancock,” he
said. “He has served our
Lord, and Louisiana Bap-
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tists, with faithfulness and
excellence.

“Dr. Hancock is argu-
ably the most well-known
Louisiana Baptist leader.
We will miss his leader-
ship, but if I know any-
thing about him, he will
continue to be a champion
for Christ, for children,
for compassion, and our
cooperative missions and
ministries.”

Karen Sanders, director
with Geaux and Deaux
Ministries in Baton Rouge,
touched on her friendship
with Tonya.

“Tonya is such an
inspiration in everything
she does,” she said. “She
embodies the fruit of the
Spirit. Tonya is intention-
al with praying for God’s
people.

See the full story on
BaptistMessage.com.
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LOUISIANANOTABLES

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Baptist Message
provides churches an opportunity to
share with other Louisiana Baptists
an upcoming revival, homecoming,
new pastor, new staff member, a
community outreach, or a concert

in Louisiana Notables. To place your
event in the paper, send your infor-
mation (who, what, where, when,
time) to philip@baptistmessage.com
orcall 318.449.4345. Please submit
your information four weeks prior to
the event to insure placement in the
Message.

ON THE MOVE

W Alton Achord is available for supply
pastorate in the Central LA area. Please
call Achord at 318.715.8874.

W7ach Anderson is the new pastorat
Westside Baptist Church.

M Cory, wife Sami, Tucker is the new
pastor at First Baptist Church in Cous-
hatta from Bellaire Baptist Church.

M Jason Glasscock is the new associate
pastor at Old Zion Hill Baptist Church,
Independence, La.

WBill Reid, Pastor of Calvary Baptist
Church, Ruston retired at the first of
October.

M Brian Britt, Youth Minister of Calvary
Baptist Church, Ruston has resigned to
serve as Pastor at a Baptist church in
South Fork, Colorado.

W Weldon Baptist Church, Bernice vot-
ed unanimously call Michael Brookover
as Pastor.

W Scott 0'Rear, pastor of Belle Park,
Haughton, to New Chapel Hill, West
Monroe.

WRandy Johnson retiring from Coun-
tryside Baptist Church, Keithville.
MDoug Bethel resigning from New
Bethel Baptist Church, Plain Dealing.

HOMECOMING

M Dry Creek Baptist Camp, Dry Creek:
100th year Jubilee. October 25, 8 a.m.
There will be a day full of activities,
food and worship.

WFirst Baptist Church, Converse: Cele-
brating 125 years, November 9. Pastor:
Brian Rankin.

M (alvary Baptist Church in Bayou
Chicot was organized on November
13, 1812. It is the oldest Protestant
church west of the Mississippi River
and was founded by Pastor Joseph
Willis. On November 16, the church
will host services and a homecoming
starting at 10 30 a.m. to celebrate the
213th anniversary of the founding of
the church. All members, family and
friends are invited to attend the event
and stay afterwards for a church lunch
on the church grounds. All former
pastors and their families are invited to
attend this anniversary celebration. The
church address is 1059 Calvary Baptist
Church Road, Ville Platte, La. 70586.
For more information, please contact
Lambright at 337.-305.3474. Pastor:

Wade Lambright.

M Cherry Grove Baptist Church, Mittie:
107th Homecoming, November 23, 10
a.m. worship service and includes the
dedication of the church'’s new sanctu-
ary. Pastor: Josh Eubanks.

REVIVAL

W Fellowship Baptist Church, Jena:
Revival & Bible Conference, November
5-9,2025. Evangelist: Bob Pitman.
Pastor: Shad Tibbs.

W Rescue Fellowship, West Monroe: Fall
revival, November 9-12, 2025. Evange-
list: Bill Britt. Pastor: Russell Caldwell.
W First Baptist Church, Pineville: Reviv-
al, November 2-4, 10:30 p.m. Speaker:
David Uth, pastor of Sunday 10:30
a.m. and November 4, 12 a.m. Pastor:
Stewart Holloway

W Antioch Baptist Church, Farmerville:
Harvest Day, December 7, 2025. Evan-
gelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Rubin Weaver.

LAGNIAPPE

B Community Baptist Church, West
Monroe: Fall festival, Oct. 29, 6-8 p.m.
The day will include games, candy, food
and prizes. Pastor: Jared Peters.

W Airline Baptist Church, Bossier City:
Fireside fall fellowship, Oct. 29, 5:30-8
p.m. We will have a costume contest
for each age group, food, worship, a
bonfire, games and much more. Pastor:
Terry Young.

M Mangham Baptist Church: Fall festi-
val, Oct. 29, 6-7 p.m. Join us for food,
games and a hayride. Bring a donation
for Operation Christmas Child for entry
for a door prize. Pastor: Rick Aultman.
WFirst Baptist Church, Coushatta:
Trunk or treat, Oct. 29, 5:30-7 p.m. We
will have trunks, popcorn and bounce
houses. Pastor: Cory Tucker.

WFirst Baptist Church, Folsom: Bayou
Fest, Oct. 29, 5-7 p.m. This celebration
of Louisiana will feature candy, fellow-
ship and food. Pastor: Will Robbins.

M Lamar Baptist Church, Delhi: Trunk or
treat, Oct. 29, 6 p.m. Fellowship, food,
fun and drinks are among activities
planned for the night. Pastor: Jessie
Nielsen.

BWNew Chapel Hill Baptist Church,
West Monroe: Fall festival, Oct. 29, 6-8
p.m. Come for a cake walk, Coke toss,
concessions and more. Pastor: Scott
0'Rear.

B Kingsville Baptist Church, Ball: Fall
festival, Oct. 29, 5-7 p.m. Come and
enjoy popcorn, candy, games, jumpers
and O Mel’s Farm animals. Pastor: Bart
Walker.

M Bellaire Baptist Church, Bossier City:
Fall festival, Oct. 29, 5-7 p.m. Bring the
whole family for an evening filled with
candy, games, inflatables, and commu-
nity fun. Pastor: Randy Harper.

B Cedar Crest Baptist Church, West
Monroe: Fall festival and trunk or treat,
Oct. 29, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Pastor: Gregory

Clark.

WFirst Baptist Church, Lafayette:
NextGen Fall Extravaganza, Oct. 29. Join
us for a night of fall fun for the whole
NextGen family. Kids ministry will enjoy
a pumpkin launch, crafts, snacks and
game starting from 6-7 p.m. Student
ministry kicks off with food and hang-
out games from 5:30-7 p.m. and then
from 7-8 p.m. students who stay can
join in the pumpkin launching action.
It's going to be a night full of laughter,
friends and fall fun — you won’t want
to miss it. Preschool will be open at
5:45 p.m. Pastor: James Pritchard.
WFirst Baptist Church, Bunkie: Trunk or
treat, Oct. 30, 5:30-7:30 p.m. Enjoy the
evening which includes giveaways of
two bicycles. Drawings will be at 6:30
p.m. and the winners must register and
be present to win. Pastor: Phillip Boone.
W Philadelphia Baptist Church, Horse-
shoe Drive: Trunk or treat, Oct. 31, 5-8
p.m. Come for free candy, door prizes,
food and inflatables. Pastor: Stuart
Sasser.

B University Baptist Church, Thibodaux:
Fall Festival, October 31, 6-8 p.m. There
will be a hayride, food, trunk-r-treat,
games and music. Pastor: J.P. Cox.
MLittle Pass Baptist Church, Charenton:
Trunk or treat, Oct. 31, 5-7 p.m. Pastor:
Chris Holloway.

BRidge Avenue Baptist Church, West
Monroe: Fall festival, Oct. 31, 5:30-7:30
p.m. Snacks and refreshments will be
served. Come join us for games, a cake
walk and fun. Pastor: Jim Wolfe.

WFirst Baptist Church, Pine Prairie;
Trunk or treat, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m. Pastor:
R. Lee Walton.

M Bethel Baptist Church, Colfax: Fall
harvest festival, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m. Come
forinflatables, games, prizes, cotton

r
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candy, popcorn, gumbo and family fun.
Pastor: Kenneth Bratton.

M Bethlehem Baptist Church, Albany:
Trunk or treat, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m. Join

us for fun, games and candy. Pastor:
Joshua Peeler.

WFirst Baptist Church, Livington: Fall
festival, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m. Bring your
family and friends for a fun-filled eve-
ning of games, candy, food, fellowship
and fall fun.

M First Baptist Church, Benton: Fall
festival, Oct. 31, 6-8 p.m. Join us for
games, food, a hayride, music, candy
and prizes. Pastor: Mike Schultz.

M Trinity Baptist Church, Hammond:
Family fall festival, Nov. 1, 11 a.m.-2
p.m. Bring the whole family for an
afternoon packed with fun: inflatables,
hayrides, games, food, a dunk tank,
petting zoo, face painting and trunk or
treat. Pastor: Avery Dixon.

B Pleasant Grove Baptist Church,
Choudrant; Fall festival, Nov. 1, 6-8 p.m.
Pastor: Kenneth Swanner.

M Jerusalem Baptist Church, Ham-
mond: Annual holiday fair, Nov. 1,9
a.m.-4 p.m. The day will feature crafts,
arts, merchandise and a used book sale.
Pastor: J.P. Handy.

M Lone Pine Baptist Church, Winnshoro:
Harvest Day, Nov. 2, 10:45 a.m.-noon.
Alpine First Baptist Church, Tioga:
Gumbo cook off, games, cake walk and
prizes. Nov. 2, 3-5 p.m. Pastor: John
Willie.

B University Baptist Church, Thibodaux:
Halluljah on the Hill: Join us for a spiri-
tual night of refreshment. Featuring live
music and speakers, November 4, 6-8.
Adley Landry Water Reservoir Thibdaux,
next to Walter Harang Jr. Municipal
Auditorium. Pastor: JP Cox

WABC( Pregnancy Resource Center,

Lake Charles: Life Matters Benefit, Nov.
6, 6-9 p.m. This pep rally for life will
include an on-stage interview with
one of the ABC moms impacted by the
ministry, a meal and entertainment by
Flight of the Keys Dueling Pianos. For
more information, visit https://www.
abcsupporters.com/life-matters.
WFirst Baptist Church, Zachary: Fully
restored car, truck and motorcycle
show, Nov. 8,9 a.m.-1 p.m. Join us for
this year's annual Car Show. Enjoy a
free lunch and bring a lawn chair. The
open show will feature new, classic
and antique cars. There is no entry free.
Register now to show your vehicle at
fhez.org/rsvp. Pastor: Eddie Wren.

M Lake Church, Prairieville: Fall festival,
Nov. 8, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Join us for crafts,
games and much more. Pastor: Jarrett
Wells.

WFirst Baptist Church, Oak Grove:
“Birthday for a king,”Nov. 11, 5-7 p.m.
Kids can enjoy this Christ-centered
celebration that includes face painting,
a nativity craft, birthday card station
and cupcake decorating station while
their parents visit the Christmas open
house. Pastor: Tony Campanale.

WFirst Baptist Church, Pineville: Resist
The Drift Marriage Conference, Nov. 14-
15. Presented by Focus on the Family,
the two-day marriage conference will
offer couples Bible-based concepts

and tools to reconnect and strengthen
their marriages with main speakers
Matt and Angel Risby. The conference
is 7-9:30 p.m. Nov. 14 and 9 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Nov. 15. For more information,
visit fbcpinville.net. Stewart Holloway,
pastor.

W French Corner Baptist Church, Poncha-
toula: Greg Sulivan in concert, November
30, 11 a.m. Pastor: Eric Hattaway.
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| The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An“a,” for example, may stand for a“t”in this week's issue of the ScriptureCrypto.

I Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All I
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.
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Answer to September 25, Scripture Crypto:
Numbers twenty-two: twenty-eight |
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