
ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) – 
The Baptist Message, Louisiana 
Baptists’ news service, will con-
tinue publishing a print edition 
through December 2026, then 
begin dig-
ital-only 
operations in 
January 2027.

The 
transition 
from a print 
product has 
been studied 
since 2024, 
according to 
Will Hall, the 
Baptist Mes-
sage execu-
tive editor. 

“I conducted a Nehemiah 
Walk of our operations as well as 
looked at other Baptist newspa-
pers around the country to better 
understand how to move forward 
with our ministry,” he said, noting 
that he also looked at generational 
trends in how individuals prefer to 
receive their news.

“I also looked at various ways 
to structure a financial model that 
works for continuing the Baptist 
Message into the future,” Hall 
said.

Finances are a considerable 
factor in the decision because the 
news service expects a $100,000 
drop in revenue after 2026.

 Hall said the shortfall would 
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Evidence proves the Word from the beginning
APOLOGETICS 101 (Part 1): 

By Will Hall
Message executive editor

This is the first installment 
of a 12-part series about evi-
dence that the Bible is truth.

ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) – 
There are two essential truths that 
undergird all Christian beliefs: you 
can place your full faith and trust 
in Jesus and you can place your 
full faith and trust in His Word.

Indeed, the Bible declares, “In 
the beginning was the Word, and 
the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God,” ( John 1:1). So, the 
integrity of the Word and that of 
the Person of Jesus are insepara-

ble.For those of us who believe, 
the power and truthfulness of the 
Word is revealed to us through 
our personal relationship with the 
Holy Spirit who was there at the 
beginning of creation (Genesis 1:1-
2), but also is here now to dwell in 
us; testify to us about Jesus; con-
vict us of sin, righteousness, and 
judgment; and speak truth to us, 
glorify Jesus and declare Him to us 
( John 14:16-18; 15:26-27; 16:7-15).  

Still, we are called to “always 
be ready to give a defense to       

By Will Hall
Message executive editor

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Preliminary data 
for 2025 show that Lou-
isiana Baptists’ baptisms 
continued to increase for 
the fifth straight year to 

2025: LBC baptisms continue 5-year upward trend
8,737, the largest number 
since 2018. 

This unofficial total 
reflects 76.9 percent of 
congregations reporting 
(1,143), 92 fewer than in 
2024 (1,235) when 83.4 per-
cent of churches submitted 
Annual Church Profile See BAPTISMS,  page 16

surveys. 
Baptism summary, 

2018-2025: 8,737 (2025), 
8,415 (2024), 8,331 (2023), 
6,686 (2022), 5,634 (2021), 
5,616 (2020), 6,951 (2019), 
8,840 (2018).

Point your smartphone cam-
era at this QR code and click 
on the link that appears to 
access the special features of 
the Baptist Message online.
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ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Send Network Lou-
isiana reported a bountiful 
Gospel harvest in 2025, with 

Send Network Louisiana celebrates 2025 results
By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

21 new churches planted and 
395 new believers baptized.

“We’re grateful to God 
for another great year,” Send 
Network Louisiana Director 
Lane Corley told the Baptist 
Message. “That includes new 

brothers and sisters in Christ 
and new congregations en-
gaging the lost in our cities 
and towns.”

BACKGROUND

The partnership with 
the North American Mis-
sion Board, which went 
into effect Aug. 1, 2023, has 
helped the state further its 
God-sized vision to see His 
Kingdom expanded in Loui-
siana by one percent (28,875 
new believers) over the next 
decade.

Researchers estimate that 
about 62 percent of roughly 
4,589,000 Louisianans are 
lost. If successful, nearly 
29,000 Louisianans will 
be added to the Kingdom 
through 231 new churches 
planted in the state by 2033 
(based on each reaching 125 
people with the Gospel).

BOUNTY

Of the 21 new churches 
planted this year, 11 are in 
southeast Louisiana, eight 
are in north Louisiana and 
two are in southwest Lou-
isiana. Corley noted that 

50 percent of Louisiana’s 
population is in southeast 
Louisiana, along with the 
two largest and most diverse 
metropolitan areas (New 
Orleans and Baton Rouge).

The partnership has 
resulted in 41 new church 
plants. Another 16 were 
planted prior to the agree-
ment between Louisiana 
Baptists and the North 
American Mission Board 
and still receive Cooperative 
Program funding. Collective-
ly, these 57 church plants 
have reported 1,115 baptisms 
and more than 8,000 Gospel 
conversations.

With nearly 2.9 million 
people without Christ in the 
state, Corley said church 
planting and replanting must 
be a priority for Louisiana 
Baptists moving forward.

“Church planting is 
evangelism that leads to a 
new church,” he said. “I’m 
grateful for the partnership 
between Louisiana Baptists, 
the North American Mission 
Board and our local associa-
tions that is seeing constant 
fruit across our state."

AND BEYOND

Corley said 2026 already 
is looking bright, noting that 

32 church planting candi-
dates are in the pipeline to be 
assessed.

The goal of planting 20 
new churches next year can 
be reached, Corley said, by 
Louisiana Baptists helping in 
several ways:

— continue to cooperate 
with the Southern Baptist 
Convention through mis-
sions giving;

— become a supporting 
church and adopt a church 
plant for strategic prayer, a 
mission trip, support for the 
planting couple or financial 
support;

— become a sending 
church (take responsibility 
for a new church or replant); 
and

— participate in the Serve 
Tour, Aug. 21-22, 2026, in 
the Monroe-West Monroe 
area (Teams will have the 
chance to share Christ’s love 
through light construction, 
painting, landscaping, block 
parties and other acts of 
kindness. Corley asks Loui-
siana Baptists to pray and to 
bring a team. More details 
will be shared in the coming 
months.)

For more information, 
visit SendNetworkLouisi-
ana.com.
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By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Royal Ambassa-
dors in the state experi-
enced growth in 2025, and 
state leaders say the min-
istry is poised for another 
banner year.

Attendance at the 
annual Survivor Camp 
saw its highest attendance 
since before COVID, and 
additional chapters were 
added. Additionally, Callen 
Breaux, a sixth grad-
er from Temple Baptist 
Church in Ruston, won 
the national Royal Am-
bassador Pinewood Derby 
during the 2025 Southern 
Baptist Convention Annual 
Meeting in Dallas, the sec-
ond consecutive year the 
winner was an RA from 
Louisiana.

Louisiana Baptist RA 
Consultant Steven Ance-
let said he has witnessed 

RAs saw growth in 2025
first-hand how RAs has 
positively impacted boys 
to grow into Christ-like 
young men.

“It has shaped their 
world view and what 
they can do to spread the 
Gospel,” Ancelet told the 
Baptist Message. “It seems 
that ministers and church 
staff are seeing the value in 
RAs also. Some churches 
have moved away from 
RAs in recent years and 
are now returning to it.

“The special thing about 
RAs that separates it from 
other biblically based 
training for boys is that 
RAs has a mission focus,” 
he continued. “These boys 
understand that they can 
make a difference in the 
world through missions 
work.”

RISING INTEREST

Two RA camps drew 
record crowds last year.

RA Congress, held 
April 4-5 at Tall Timbers 
Baptist Conference Center 
in Woodworth, drew 115 
participants. 

Meanwhile, a Sept. 
5-6 event hosted by the 
Acadian Baptist Center in 
Eunice registered 173 at-
tendees, the highest num-
ber since before COVID. 
Moreover, 14 boys and 
three dads gave their lives 
to Christ.

Ancelet, a member of 
First Baptist Church, La-
fayette, was involved with 
RAs at the church along-
side with Hartie Spence Jr., 
long-time director of Sur-
vivor Camp who lost his 
life in a glider crash near 
Salt Lake City Utah, on 
Aug. 1. Ancelet said lead-
ers like Spence have been 
instrumental in shaping 
the lives of young men and 
helping the organization to 
grow statewide.

“We have contacted 

The 2025 national Royal Ambassador Pinewood Derby was won by Callen 
Breaux, a sixth grader with Temple Baptist Church in Ruston. 

many churches in 2025 
concerning RAs and there 
have been many comments 
about how Spence inspired 
them or helped them,” 
Ancelet said. “We want 
to carry some momentum 
and excitement into 2026 
about RAs.”

In addition to camps, 
Ancelet knows of at least 

five churches in the state 
who are interested in 
starting, or restarting, RA 
groups in their churches.

“The state is ready, 
willing and able to help 
them get a successful RA 
program up and running,” 
he said. “This would bring 
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By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

Prayer fuels growth at FBC Converse

Since 2022, 70 new converts – many who are youth – have been baptized 
by First Baptist Church, Converse. The baptisms have reflected growth in 
Sunday worship services, expanding from 60 in 2022 to 140 now.

CONVERSE, La. (LBM) 
– Logan Cox has excelled 
in many areas of life as an 
eighth grader, but they 
pale in comparison to a 
decision made at an early 
October revival service 
during Youth Night at First 
Baptist Church, Converse.

“I realized that this 
could be my last chance, 
so I accepted Jesus into my 
heart,” Cox, who followed 
with baptism on Oct. 19, 
told the Baptist Message. 
“It is the best decision I 
have ever made. Being 
saved feels like being lost 
then found, a feeling of 
relief, feeling loved, hav-
ing a purpose to live for 
and knowing that you will 
spend eternity with God. 
Doing this will give you 
peace and set you free. 

“My youth leader 
Ashlyn has taught me to 
come out of my shell and 
to let Jesus in and to not 
be ashamed to say I am 
saved,” he continued. “I 
wasn’t ashamed to know 
God, I was just nervous to 
make a public decision and 

with Ashlyn talking to me 
at youth night it made me 
realize that God is the only 
one who matters.”

Baptisms of students 
like Cox have not been the 
exception but the norm 
recently at FBC Converse. 

Since 2022, 70 new 
converts – many who are 
youth – have stirred the 
baptistery waters there. 
The baptisms have re-
flected growth in Sunday 
morning worship services, 
expanding from 60 in 2022 
to 140 now. 

Pastor Brian Rankin 
said the congregation’s 
spirit of prayer and desire 
to reach others for Christ 
drew him to accept the call 
at FBC Converse in Febru-
ary 2022.

“It has been a church 
wide effort of inviting fam-
ily and friends and telling 
others what God is doing 
in our lives,” Rankin said. 
“It started with our youth 
and quickly spread to oth-
ers. And what is happening 
here is a move of God. 

“It’s really unexplain-
able,” he continued. “It’s a 
blessing and I look forward 
to see what God is going to 

do each time we meet.”

HOUSE OF PRAYER

Prayer is a spiritual 
discipline the congregation 
does not take lightly.

After attending a Dis-
trict 8 Baptist Convention 
meeting at Clara Springs 
Baptist Camp in January, 
Rankin felt led for two 
months to focus on prayer 
during Wednesday eve-
ning gatherings. Rankin 
shared Bible verses about 
prayer in the meetings, and 
a month before a church-
wide revival (held Sept. 28-
Oct. 1) the church met for 
prayer meetings in homes.

The result was 19 bap-
tisms and other decisions 
to grow closer to the Lord.

Since Ashlyn Williams 
became the student min-
istry leader in September 
2022, she has seen atten-
dance on Wednesday eve-
nings increase from four to 
40 students.

The group has been 
impacted by tragedies, 

including a student killed 
in a car accident and 
another passing away 
from a rare illness in 2025, 
which led to many more 
students attending church 
and turning to Jesus. The 
youth are actively serving 
in various ministries such 
as door greeting, assisting 
in children’s church and 
working the sound system, 

demonstrating a strong 
bond and commitment to 
the church.

“I tell people all the 
time that I feel like if you 
tell them to become in-
volved in the church one 
day and that they’ll be 
able to impact the church 
when they’re older, they 

See CONVERSE,  page 11
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Since holding its first service on Sept. 22, 2024, Lake Church, sponsored 
by Fellowship Church (both in Prairieville) has averaged 150 people in 
worship and baptized 17 new converts.

PRAIRIEVILLE, La. 
(LBM) – Lake Martin 
Baptist Church was on 
the verge of closing when 
they approached Jarrett 
Wells about replanting 
the church in June 2024.

The once-vibrant con-
gregation had dwindled 
to just seven members 
and felt Wells could help 
them better reach the 
community and ensure 
the church’s survival for 
many years to come.

After several meetings 
and much prayer, the 
diminished Lake Martin 
Baptist Church congrega-
tion voted to merge with 
a group that was meeting 
in Wells’ home for Bible 
study and committed to 
start a fresh Gospel work 

Lake Church brings freedom 
of Christ to community
By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

in the Lake Martin com-
munity.

“The heart of Lake 
Church is to bring the 
true freedom of Christ to 
this community, as well 
as show them that there 
is a church here that is 
really wanting to impact 
the community through 
the love of Christ,” Wells 
told the Baptist Message. 
“This is a story of two 
different groups of people 
going down two different 
paths that God brought 
together for one main 
purpose.”

CALLED TO PLANT

Wells, who previously 
pastored Oakview Baptist 
Church, Livingston, for 10 
years, had taken an eight-
month break from his 
role and in August of 2023 

began hosting a Sunday 
morning Bible study in 
his home that averaged 
between 30 and 50.

Kirk Jones, pastor of 
Fellowship Church in 
Prairieville, had befriend-
ed Wells and noticed the 
consistent attendance 
at the home-based Bible 
study. After asking if he 
would consider planting 
a church one day, Wells 
met with Jones and Send 
Network Louisiana Direc-
tor Lane Corley to discuss 
those next steps.

Wells then spent the 
next nine months com-
pleting an assessment 
to become an endorsed 
church planter.

“Through that, God 
really confirmed and 
validated that I was to 

Submitted photo

See LAKE,  page 11
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By Staff
Baptist Message

LCU Day of Prayer set for Feb. 1
PINEVILLE, La. (LBM) 

– As Louisiana Christian 
University celebrates its 
120th year of ministry, 
Louisiana Baptists have 
been asked to set aside 
Feb. 1 as a day of prayer 
for the school.

Established after a vote 
by messengers during the 
2024 Louisiana Baptist 
Convention Annual Meet-
ing, the special day will 
focus on specific needs 
for strength, health and 
wisdom of LCU Presi-
dent Mark Johnson and 
his family; LCU’s perse-
verance in its mission of 
providing Christ-centered 
education; and God’s 
provision and favor in 
rebuilding enrollment, 
strengthening campus life, 
and expanding partner-
ships across the state.

“The Louisiana Chris-
tian University Day of 

Prayer is both humbling 
and encouraging,” John-
son told the Baptist Mes-
sage. “To know that on 
this day more than 1,500 
Southern Baptist church-
es across our state are in-
tentionally lifting up our 
campus, our students, our 
faculty and staff, and our 
mission before the Lord 
is a powerful reminder 
that LCU does not stand 
alone. 

‘As we celebrate our 
120th anniversary this 

year, we are mindful of 
generations of Southern 
Baptists, who prayed for 
generations they would 
never meet and futures 
they would never see,” he 
continued. “In this season 
of renewal and growth, 
those prayers strengthen 
us, guide us and inspire 
us to remain faithful to 
our calling.”

Download a flyer and 
video by. visiting louisi-
anabaptists org/lcu-day-
of-prayer.

Louisiana Christian University President Mark Johnson will share a mes-
sage with First Baptist Church, Bunkie, Feb. 1, on a special statewide Day 
of Prayer for the school.

LCU photo
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Sullivan named University of Louisiana Lafayette BCM director

LAFAYETTE, La. (LBM) – 
Cas Sullivan, director of the 
Texas Wesleyan University 
Baptist Student Ministry, has 
been named to the same role 
with the University of Louisi-
ana at Lafayette.

“My goal and aim at ULL 
is to help students love God, 
serve our campus and then 
reach the world for Christ,” 
Sullivan told the Baptist 
Message. “I am very excited 
to be back in my home state 
of Louisiana to serve the UL 
BCM.

“This is where I found 
my faith and where God first 
called me to college ministry,” 
he continued. “I am excited 
to give back in the same way 
that Louisiana Baptists invest-
ed in me during my formative 
years as a college student.”

Sullivan, who will start 
on Feb. 16, accepted Christ 
while as a student at River-
dale Academy in Coushatta. 
He later graduated from 
Calvary Baptist Academy in 
Shreveport and was called to 
ministry during his time as a 

By Staff
Louisiana Baptist Mes-

member of the Louisiana Tech 
BCM.

Louisiana Baptist Colle-
giate Ministry State Director 
Mark Robinson said Sullivan 
and his wife, Kayla (who 
previously served as associate 
BCM director with the Uni-
versity of Louisiana at Mon-
roe) bring to ULL a deep love 

for students and proven heart 
for collegiate ministry.

“Cas brings a rich blend 
of ministry experience and 
leadership gifting,” Robin-
son said. “He has a strong 
background in local church 
leadership and previously 
served on BCM staff at Lou-
isiana Tech University. He is 

currently the BSM Director 
at Texas Wesleyan University, 
where he has built a thriv-
ing ministry without a BCM 

building, driven by strong on 
campus evangelism, relational 
outreach and student disciple-
ship.”

Cas Sullivan, his wife, Kayla, and two children, Ella and Emmie, are set to 
begin a new chapter in their spiritual journey. Cas will assume the role of 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry director with University of Louisiana at Lafay-
ette on Feb. 16.
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NEW ROADS, La. 
(LBM) – An emphasis on 
“out of the box” outreach 
has helped bring about 
substantial growth at 
First Baptist Church, New 
Roads.

Since Jeff Vincent 
became pastor in February 
2021, the church has seen 
Sunday worship atten-
dance surge from 75 in 
early 2021 to 220 in early 
August.

“These crazy people 
were hungry for a crazy 
pastor like me, and I’ve 
been hungry for a crazy 
people like them,” Vincent 
told the Baptist Message. 
“I feel like God has knit 
our hearts together with 
this community. Our 
church has caught onto 
a vision that is living the 
love of Jesus.

“It’s an honor to be a 

‘Love thy neighbor’ spurs growth for FBC New Roads
By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

part a church that loves 
like First Baptist New 
Roads,” he continued. 
“They love hard, and their 
love is so genuine.”

Vincent’s son, Jesse, 13, 
was among 10 youngsters 
ages 11-18 who celebrat-
ed life in Christ through 
baptism on July 20. Jesse 
and four others made 
decisions to follow Christ 
during the church’s Vaca-
tion Bible School, held the 
previous week while the 
other five turned to Jesus 
during summer camp and 
other events geared toward 
students.

“It was wild just to see 
his response to the Gospel 
and seeing the joy in his 
surrender to Jesus,” Vin-
cent said. “We pray for 
that to happen as parents, 
and it was beautiful for 
him to respond to Jesus.”

COMMUNITY LOVE

The church has used 

multiple outreaches to 
reach its community.

Members started a fam-
ily night on Wednesdays 
that features a meal; held 
Vacation Bible School that 
averaged 90 in attendance, 
July 14-18; put on a fall fes-

Members of First Baptist Church, New Roads, prayed for its team of Vacation Bible School volunteers. Since Jeff 
Vincent became FBCNR pastor in February 2021, the church has seen growth in Sunday worship attendance 
and baptisms.

tival; held a resource fair 
for individuals with special 
needs and their families; 
hosted a Louisiana State 
University-sponsored 
senior adult organization 
for pottery; and opened up 
their gymnasium for bas-

ketball, football and volley-
ball teams to socialize.

Becky Mason, whose 
family joined the church in 
April 2024, used her love 
of cooking for ministry 

See NEW ROADS,  page 11
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the number of churches in 
Louisiana with RA groups to 
about 30.”

National RA Consultant 
Keith Gates, a member of 

RAs from page 5
First Baptist Church, Win-
nfield, said that Louisiana 
continues to have an ex-
tremely vibrant RA program.

“Not only have they man-

aged to win the National 
RA Race two years in a row, 
they also have been success-
ful in the far greater task 
of seeing young men make 
decisions for Christ,” he said. 
“Across the Southern Baptist 
Convention leaders are real-
izing that RA provides much 

needed missions education 
for young men as well as an 
opportunity for those young 
men to be mentored by God-
ly men like Steve Ancelet 
and Hartie Spence. We are 
very proud of the work that 
Louisiana is doing to create 
Ambassadors for Christ.”
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will think that there's not 
really a place for them 
now,” she said. “We’ve 
really tried to let them 
know that they're not the 
church tomorrow, they're 
the church today and that's 
really ushered in this new 
aspect of our church where 
we have all these teenag-
ers who are serving and 
they're doing all this great 

stuff. I’m really proud of 
them.”

Converse from page 5

a pastor again and plant 
a church,” Wells said. “I 
sensed that God had been 
working on my heart and 
confirming that this is 
what I was called to do.”

GOD-LED GROWTH

Since holding its first 
service on Sept. 22, 2024, 
Lake Church (sponsored 
by Fellowship Church) 
has averaged 150 people in 
worship and baptized 17 
new converts.

Shari Sevario was 
among those baptized in 
February.

“Coming to Lake 
Church has changed my 
life in so many ways,” she 
said. “It was like walking 
into a family of love and 
support. Because of their 
love and support in hard 
times, I know I have a 
family in Christ. I have a 
purpose in life. For that 
I am forever grateful for 
Lake Church and Pas-
tor Jarrett Wells and his 
family.”

The growth has been 
fueled by a loving church 
working together to 
evangelize, develop small 
groups and disciple others.

Paige Garrido, one of 
the members who has at-
tended since Wells began 
holding a Bible study in 
his home, is grateful for 
the opportunities Lake 
Church offers its members 
to pour into others.

“Seeing the children 
get excited when they 
remember a memory verse 
or a Bible story truly fills 
my cup,” she said. “Hav-
ing a firm foundation of 
Christ as a young believ-
er is so important and I 
am honored to be able to 
have a part in that. Lake 
Church has allowed me 
the opportunity to serve, 
and I am so grateful for 
them.”

Moving forward, Wells 
prays that people will 
continue to find Lake 
Church a place where they 
are loved, welcomed and 
accepted.

“My heart is that 
through the ministry of 
Lake Church people will 
continue to feel refreshed 
by the genuine love of the 
body of Christ,” he said. 
“And I pray they will be 
transformed by the truth 
of God’s Word to make 
Him known.”

LAKE from page 6

to those in need. Though she 
was hesitant to “jump in” and 
serve, Mason soon discovered 
the blessings of stepping out 
of her comfort zone to serve 
others.

“Pastor Jeff reached out 
to us even before we joined 
and asked if I wanted to cook 
for an event,” Mason said. 
“From there, I began serv-
ing with others on a regular 
basis through cooking for and 
delivering meals to those in 
need. I have really become 

bolder in praying for people 
and loving on them, some-
thing that I would not have 
done before I came to the 
church. They have allowed me 
to grow and now I couldn’t 
imagine going anywhere else.”

FORWARD MOVING

Looking forward, the 
church has begun expansion 
of its parking lot to accommo-
date growth and has neared 
completion of a Veteran’s Pla-

za that will include a 24-foot 
cross and flagpole, as well as 
feature names of veterans in 
the church written on bricks.

“A love for military is 
big in our community and 
this Veteran’s Plaza will be 
a big draw,” Vincent said. 
“We don't have a name for 
it, but I've been calling it 
a tribute to sacrifice be-
cause we'll have the cross 
and the flag to honor our 
freedom spiritually and 
physically.”

NEW ROADS  from page 9

CEC to equip collegians in apologetics
By Staff
Louisiana Baptist Mes-

PINEVILLE, La. (LBM) 
– Louisiana Baptist col-
legiate ministry leaders 
hope to equip students to 
discuss apologetics as well 
as share their faith and 
beliefs during the upcom-
ing Collegiate Evangelism 
Conference, set for Feb. 
6-7 in Louisiana Chris¬tian 
University’s Guinn Audito-
rium, Pineville.

CEC 2026 will feature 

three speakers: Matthew 
James, vice president of 
enrollment with New 
Orleans Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary; Joey Smith, 
pastor of Grayson Baptist 
Church; and Tommy Ki-
ker, pastor of East Leesville 
Baptist Church. 

Crescent City Worship, 
a collaborative team of 
NOBTS students, faculty, 
alumni and friends, will 
lead music.

Students will have a 
chance to attend break-

out sessions that center 
around the conference 
theme, as well as to ask 
representatives of Louisi-
ana BCM GOLA Missions, 
the International Mission 
Board and New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Sem-
inary about missions and 
ministry opportunities.

CEC registration be-
gins Feb. 6 at 6 p.m. with 
the main session starting 
at 7:30 p.m. The confer-
ence concludes Feb. 7 at 
5 p.m.
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By Will Hall
Message Editor

Minneapolis attack on SBC church:
NAMB, DOJ will ‘defend’ congregations

ST. PAUL, Minn. 
(LBM) – North Amer-
ican Mission Board 
President Kevin Ezell 
responded Jan. 19 to the 
Jan. 18 attack on a Min-
neapolis congregation 
of the Southern Baptist 
Convention vowing to 
“stand with and defend 
our missionaries and 
churches.”

The threats and intim-
idation inside the wor-
ship center erupted only 
two days after President 
Donald J. Trump had 
signed a proclamation 
declaring Jan. 16, 2026, as 
“Religious Freedom Day” 
in the United States.

Ezell said that NAMB 
church planter Jonathan 
Parnell “was leading 
worship services this 
Sunday at Cities Church 
in St. Paul, Minn., when 

a group of protesters 
forcibly disrupted wor-
ship, barging into the 
church building and 
violating the sanctuary 
by shouting, blowing 
whistles, and intention-
ally interrupting ongoing 
services.”

“This group trespassed 
on private property and 
willfully obstructed 
Christian worship,” he 
continued. “No pro-
test—political or oth-
erwise—justifies the 
desecration of a sacred 
space or the intimidation 
and trauma inflicted on 
families gathered peace-
fully in the house of God. 
What occurred was not 
a protest; it was lawless 
harassment.”

The U.S. Department 
of Justice has pledged to 
respond to the religious 
bigotry “with the full 
force of the law,” accord-
ing to a post on X (for-
merly known as Twitter) 

by U.S. Attorney General 
Pam Bondi. 

“If state leaders re-
fuse to act responsibly to 
prevent lawlessness, this 
Department of Justice 
will remain mobilized to 
prosecute federal crimes 
and ensure that the rule 
of law prevails,” she said.

The attack inside the 
church was an escala-
tion by agitators who 
have been attempting to 
hinder the Department 
of Homeland Security 
from arresting crimi-
nals, including rapists 
and murderers, who are 
in the country illegally. 
The mob justified their 
violation of the First 
Amendment rights of 
the congregants, alleging 
that one of the pastors 
also works for DHS. 

The Associated Press 
reported that this staff 
member leads the Min-
neapolis field office of 
Immigrations and Cus-

toms Enforcement (ICE), 
painting the enforcement 
actions of that unit as 
“violent” and “illegal.”

Ezell expressed appre-
ciation for the quick re-
sponse of the DOJ’s Civil 
Rights Division, which 
he said, “already indicat-

ed that an investigation 
is underway,” and he 
called on “local and state 
leaders … to ensure that 
order is restored and that 
egregious events of this 
nature are not permitted 
to happen again.”

Pastor Jonathan Parnell (right) speaks with activist Don Lemon (former-
ly with CNN) Safter a group of protestors disrupted a service Parnell, a 
Southern Baptist church planter, was leading at Cities Church in St. Paul, 
Minn., Jan. 18. Screen capture
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701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL

Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas
318.465.1006

melvinthomas46@gmail.com
411 Ashley  R idge Blvd. ,  Shrevepor t ,  LA 71106

Message

DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-
HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 
East Quitman, Mississippi 
39355  Melton & Sandra 
Davis. 30-plus years expe-
rience, Family-Owned and 
Operated. Variety of fab-
rics available. Work done 
on-site. All Work Guaran-
teed. Call for estimates: 
601.776.6617. If remodel-
ing your sanctuary, please 
give us a call about uphol-
stering your pews!

Call EARNEST LIT-
TLE for pulpit supply at 
318.209.8185.

Call Advertising Direc-
tor JoAnne Timothy at 
318.449.4343 to place your 
ads.
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everyone who asks you a 
reason for the hope that is 
in you,” (1 Peter 3:15). 

Obviously, the best 
defense we can give to 
anyone is the testimony 
of the Word through our 
transformed lives (exhib-
iting hope through Christ 
in us). Yet, there are times 
we need to point to the 
evidence of the truth of 
the Word (which contains 
that hope) in our natural 
world as well. Doubters 
need to be reassured by 
“His invisible attributes” 
in creation (Romans 1:20), 
and critics of Scripture 
need to be confronted with 
this evidence, too.

IN THE BEGINNING

Skeptics have long at-
tacked the veracity of the 
Bible, looking for contra-
dictions and lack of physi-
cal evidence to support it, 
sowing disbelief about the 

Word even in the account 
about the creation.

Genesis 1:2 records that 
“God created the heavens 
and the earth,” meaning 
He formed our universe 
and specifically our plan-
et within it. Then, verse 
2 details that the earth 
was “without form,” or 
featureless, and that His 
Spirit was “hovering over 
the face of the waters” – a 
clear statement that there 
were no continents, just 
water.

Scientists certainly have 
taken issue with God’s 
hand in creation, prefer-
ring to exult the “Big Bang 
Theory” as the origin of 
the universe. However, by 
logic a “big bang” means 
that matter must have ex-
isted before it would have 
compacted into a hot and 
dense pool of particles that 
exponentially expanded 
as if an explosion (more 
about this in a later arti-

cle).
But for about 75 years, 

since astronomer Fred 
Whipple proposed the 
“dirty snowball” theory 
about the composition of 
comets, scientists have 
rejected the biblical no-
tion of a water world in 
the beginning, and instead 
argued that earth’s watery 
surface resulted from a 
prodigious pummeling by 
comets (whose ice melted 
and pooled on our planet’s 
surface) -- a theory more 
recently revamped to state 
that it was ice-laden mete-
orites (parts of passing as-
teroids) that collided with 
earth. An alternate theory 
suggests that water arrived 
with a single catastrophic 
crash from space that also 
produced the moon as 
debris.

Until now, or at least 
since May 2017.

That was when a joint 
research team from the 
Iowa State University and 
the University of Colora-
do released a report that 
concluded the whole world 

Apologetics from page one
was covered in water from 
the start, thus dispelling 
the notion that Earth’s 
oceans resulted from ice 
released upon impact of 
meteorites with Earth. 

They discovered evi-
dence of heavy oxygen, 
Oxygen-18, in ancient wa-
ters instead of Oxygen-16, 
which is the most abun-
dant isotope of Oxygen 
found in seawater today. 
Because soil readily ab-
sorbs Oxygen-18, the team 
concluded that continents 
did not exist then.

“Our research indicates 
there were no mountains 
and continental collisions” 
during Earth’s early exis-
tence, they said. “It was a 

much more quiet and dull 
place.”

Their report added that 
this condition of a water 
world “pre-dated the Late 
Heavy Bombardment 
… when the Earth was 
pummeled by comets and 
asteroids.”

As a child of God, you 
can believe Genesis 1:1-2 
because He spoke it.

But when you read that 
“the Spirit of God was hov-
ering over the face of the 
waters,” you can also know 
that the world of academia 
at least agrees that in the 
beginning, the Earth’s 
oceans were already in 
place and not the result of 
ice from outer space.

Digital from page one
have forced the Baptist 
Message to increase sub-
scriptions by at least $5 
per customer, adding that 
“prudence would dictate 
an increase of up to $10 per 
subscriber so that we would 
not be chasing funding all 
the time.”

“I do not, and our trust-
ees do not believe this is 
a cost our churches and 
individual subscribers can 
absorb,” he explained. 
Baptist Message trustees 
approved the 2027 move to 
a digital-only format during 
their Sept. 9, 2025, board 
meeting. 

Hall also said that all 
news services are increas-
ingly moving toward digital 
only formats, due to an 
increasing preference for on-
line delivery over print. He 
cited the example of the At-
lanta Journal-Constitution, a 
150-year-old newspaper that 

announced in August of last 
year that it would end print-
ing operations on Dec. 31, 
2025, and publish exclusively 
via a digital format starting 
on New Year’s Day, 2026.

“During 2026, the Bap-
tist Message will begin to 
encourage readers to de-

pend more and more on the 
online edition of our news,” 
Hall said. “We are confi-
dent we can draw readers to 
BaptistMessage.com for the 
news that we now publish 
in print and to access even 
more features that are avail-
able only online.”
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15LouisianaNotables
EDITOR’S NOTE: The Baptist Message 
provides churches an opportunity to share 
with other Louisiana Baptists an upcoming 
revival, homecoming, new pastor, new staff 
member, a community outreach, or a concert 
in Louisiana Notables. To place your event in 
the paper, send your information (who, what, 
where, when, time) to philip@baptistmes-
sage.com or call 318.449.4345. Please submit 
your information four weeks prior to the 
event to insure placement in the Message.

ON THE MOVE

n John, wife Emily, Roach is the new pastor 
at Summer Grove Baptist Church from Green 
Acres Baptist Church, Tyler, Texas.
n Emily Alexander resigned as children’s di-
rector at Ellerbe Baptist Church, Shreveport.
n Jason, wife Jessica, McGuffie is the new 
pastor at Eastwood Baptist, Haughton. 
He comes from First West Monroe Baptist 
Church.

HOMECOMING

n Wilda Baptist Church, Boyce: The Lefevre 
Quartet in Concert, for annual homecoming 
celebration. February 8, 9 a.m. Cost: Free 
entry. Pastor: Joey Rudisill.

REVIVAL

n Fort Necessity Baptist Church. Fort 
Necessity: Revival. February 1-4. Evangelist: 
Sam Moore. Pastor: John Bradley.
n Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Jena:  Spring 
Revival, February 1-4, Evangelist: Scotty 
McDowell. Pastor: Ricky Gresham.
n New Hope Baptist Church, DeQuincy: 
Revival, February 15-18, 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
and 6:30 p.m. Monday thru Wednesday. 
Evangelist: Bill Britt. Worship” 11th Hour. 
Pastor: Roland Hebert.
n Milldale Baptist Church and Conference 
Center, Zachary: Conference on revival, 
February 16-18. Evangelists: Herb Reavis, 
Malcom Ellis, Kevin Hamm, Marc Brunson. 
Worship: The Mackey Willis Family. Pastor: 
Jeremy Pruitt.
n Deer Creek Baptist Association: Cluster 
Revivals, Feb 22-27, Sunday evening: 6 p.m. 
Crockett Point Baptist Church  (Craig James)
and First Baptist Church Wisner (Steve 
Horn); Monday, 7 p.m. Baskin Baptist Church 
(Steve Horn) and Bouef River Baptist Church 
(Craig James); Tuesday, 7 p.m., Coax Baptist 
Church (Craig James) and New Zion Baptist 
Church (Steve Horn); Wednesday, 6 p.m., 
First Baptist Crowville (Steve Horn) and 
Temple Baptist Church, Winnsboro (Craig 
James); Thursday, 7 p.m., Friendship Baptist 
Church, Baskin (Craig James) and First 
Baptist Gilbert (Steve Horn); Friday, 7 p.m., 
Harmony Baptist Church, Delhi (Steve Horn) 

Answer to December 18, Scripture Crypto:
Joshua fourteen:two

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 
G = E;  Y = R

izw pfgz mgbxb bip qfiq fg izbpgygw 

wvbhyggqsu, fg bivw xzqr fvd, qfrx iyq zrq niy  

nyrd qfg evztwrd rn trw. izw zr diz inqgy qfiq 
    

wxybq ibe fvd izu lxgbqvrz. 

diye qpgskg:qfvyqu-nrxy

and Turkey Creek Baptist Church, Gilbert 
(Craig James).
n Paron Baptist Church, Sterlington: 
Revival, February 22-25. Evangelist: Scotty 
McDowell. Pastor: Jeff Hurst.
n First Baptist Church, Vidalia: Revival, 
February 22-25, Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: 
Brad Watson.
n Memorial Baptist Church, Longville: 
Spring Revival, March 1-4, Evangelist: Scotty 
McDowell. Pastor: Walter Edwards.

LAGNIAPPE

n First Baptist Church, Coushatta: Seeking a 
full-time youth minister, full-time children’s 
minister and part-time worship leader. 
Please send resumes to julie.fbccoushatta@
gmail.com. Pastor: Cory Tucker.
n Shiloh Baptist Church, Keatchie: Seeking 
a bi-vocational pastor. Please send resumes 
to JR Smith, 964 County Road 466, Carthage, 
TX 75633 or email sjohnr1@gmail.com.
n First Baptist Church, Logansport: Seeking 
a director of discipleship and coordinator of 
facilities. Position open to be filled as either 
full time or part time. Housing options are 
available. Please send resumes to FBClo-
gansportpersonnel@gmail.com. Pastor: 
Shawn Thrapp.
n First Baptist Church, Many: Searching for 
a worship leader. The worship leader’s main 
responsibility will be selecting and  leading 
our music for morning worship on Sundays. 
This is a part-position. If interested, please 
contact the church office for an application 
or email resume to fbcmany@yahoo.com as 
soon as possible. Pastor: Timothy Robinson.
n Temple Baptist Church, Winnsboro: Deer 
Creek Baptist Association annual men and 
boys fish fry, Jan. 31, 5 p.m. Pastor: James 
Busby.
n Trinity Heights Baptist Church, Shreve-
port: Call to Prayer XI, February 1, 2026, 
6 p.m. The combined choirs from Trinity 
Heights, Gospel Light and First Baptist 
Church, Blanchard. Pastor: Scott Teutsch.
n Trinity Baptist Church, Jackson: Greg 
Sullivan Ministries, February 1, 11 a.m. 
Pastor: Phillip Mitchell.
n Antioch Baptist Church, Farmerville: 
Concord Union Baptist Association Man Up 
Conference, February 6, 6 p.m. Speaker: 
Reggie Bridges, Temple Baptist Church, 
Ruston. Worship: Kevin Berry, Antioch 
Baptist Church, Farmerville. Enjoy a great 
meal, door prizes, plus a $1,000 gift card 
to Simmons Sporting Good. Pastor: Rubin 
Weaver.
n Jamestown Baptist Church, Jamestown: 
3D Bowhunter Tournament and Wild Game 
Suppper, February 7. Wild Game Supper be-
gins at 6 p.m. Guest Speaker, Gevan Spinney. 
Bring your family and friends for a delicious 
meal, door prizes and inspiring fellowship. 

The 3D Bowhunter Tournament registration 
open at 2:15 p.m. Shoot begins at 3 p.m. 
Classes include: Men’s Hunter 40, Women’s 
Hunter 30, Youth Hunter 20 (12 years old 
and younger, novelty shoot. For more infor-
mation call Ryan Hall (318.548.1679 or Stan 
Foster at 318.265.0759. Pastor: Stan Foster.
n New Prospect Baptist Church, Dubach: 
The Southern Plainsmen Quartet in concert, 
February 8, 10:45 a.m. Pastor: Marvin 
Winham.
n Airline Baptist Church, Bossier City: Bible 
Conference (The Study of Exodus) February 
18-20, 8 a.m.-noon. Lunch $12 each 
day (optional). Guest Speaker: Jeffrey G. 
Audirsch. Pastor: Terry Young.
n Riverview Baptist Church, Alexandria: 
The Guardians Quartet, February 21, 6 p.m. 
Pastor: David Newton.
n First Baptist Church, Anacoco: Iron 
Sharpens Iron men’s conference, Feb. 21, 5 
p.m. Pastor: Chad King.
n Colyell Baptist Church, Livingston: 
Fifth-annual chili cookoff and vendor far, 
Feb. 21, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. For more information, 
call 225.698.6243. Pastor: Jeremy Glascock.
n South Winnfield Baptist Church 
Winnfield: Women’s conference, Feb. 21, 
9 a.m.-4:30 p.m., with registration at 8:30 
a.m. Guest speaker, Jasmine Hoychick, and 
worship leader, Madalyn Creel. Cost is $10. 
Pastor: Jack Miller.
n First Baptist Church, Mandeville: 
Everyman Conference 2026, February 28, 
9:00 am - 4:00 pm. FBC Mandeville will 
host a one-day men’s conference where you 
will be challenged, and encouraged, enjoy 
good fellowship, and sing with a room full 
of men. Main session speakers will be Jeff 
Crook (Lead Pastor of Christ Place Church 
in Flower Branch, GA) and Pastor Ronny 
Cooksey (Senior Pastor of FBC Mandeville).  

Ten area churches gathered to assist with Norwood Bap-
tist Church WMU’s mission luncheon with proceeds sup-
porting the Southeast Louisiana Pregnancy Center for 
the women and children in Bogalusa. Following a catered 
lunch by Iron Horse in Jackson, the 120 attendees listened  
as SLPC director Clelie Dugan and board director Patrick 
Magee explained the functions and needs of the center. 
NBC Deacon Jimmy Garig was the master of ceremonies, 
and NBC Pastor Cory Magee opened the event with prayer. 
Following lunch, a silent auction took place with a variety 
of items for sale, including the table decorations and 30 
handmade crocheted animals by Mildred Hudson, a mem-
ber of the NBC WMU. The event netted the pregnancy cen-
ter $7,000, delivered just before Christmas.

Other guest speakers will lead break-out 
sessions on relevant topics including 
“Creationism”, “Spiritual Formation of Man”, 
“Church Security”, “Sharing the Gospel”, 
“Image of God in an AI World”, and others.  
Other activities include good food, classic 
cars, and giveaways. Registration details can 
be found under the events tab on the FBC 
Mandeville webpage at ////fbcmandeville.

org/event/ec26.  Cost: $40 through January 
31, $50 after January 31. A discount is 
offered to groups of 8 or more.  There will 
also be a Man Lunch and snacks provided. 
Pastor: Ronny Cooksy.
n Airline Baptist Church, Bossier City: Men’s 
Beast Feast Fish Fry, March 1, 6-8 p.m.  
There will be a $10 donation. All proceeds 
go to missions. Pastor: Terry Young.
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MONROE, La. (LBM) -- It 
is no secret that our nation 
is in the middle of a foster 
care crisis, and Louisiana is 
no exception among the 50 
states. 

Today there are approx-
imately 4,300 children and 
youth in foster care in Lou-
isiana and only 2,100 foster 
families -- more than twice 
as many children in need as 
there are homes for them. 
Moreover, when the num-
bers are closely examined, 
the situation is even worse 
than it seems. 

Not all Louisiana foster 
families are “generally certi-
fied,” which means they are 
able to host any child who 

FIRST PERSON: The sacred calling of foster care
By Christy Goodwin
Special to the Message

enters foster care. Only 1,207 
are so qualified. So, the gap 
between need and availabil-
ity is staggering, despite the 
presence of so many Chris-
tian homes in our state. 

 
I think most Christ-fol-

lowers can agree that caring 
for vulnerable children is 
close to the heart of God. 
After all, James 1:27 includes 
orphan care, and implicitly 
foster care, as an essential el-
ement of “pure and undefiled 
religion.” In fact, a Lifesong 
for Orphans survey in 2024 
found that 31 percent of 
practicing Christians in the 
United States have seriously 
considered fostering. Howev-
er, the same survey revealed 
that only 3 percent of prac-
ticing Christians are foster 

parents. 
How do we bridge that 

gap? Christians need to sub-
mit to the ministry of foster 
care!

Here are three biblical 
truths that contextualize fos-
ter care ministry and might 
help you surrender to that 
sacred calling:

 1. Jesus sought the hurt-
ing, broken and vulnerable. 
Jesus had compassion on 
those who were mistreated 
and overlooked by society. 
He met them where they 
were, in their messy and bro-
ken state, and offered them 
hope. 

Christ-centered foster 
parents have a similar op-
portunity to step into dark 
places to offer healing and 
restoration to children 
and families. By displaying 
Christ’s countercultural love 
-- providing care for children 
who have experienced abuse 
and neglect – we can help 
restore hope and joy to chil-
dren who will learn to trust 
Jesus as the ultimate healer 
and provider. 

 2. Foster care is Gospel 
ministry. God calls seem-
ingly unimportant people to 
accomplish great things. We 
see that in Scripture through 
the lives of Esther, Gideon 
and many others. Thankfully, 
God still invites us today to 
participate in life-chang-
ing Gospel work. Matthew 
28:18-20, known as the Great 
Commission, instructs us to 

make disciples of all nations, 
and this invitation is very rel-
evant to us today, especially 
so in foster care ministry. 

 Foster parents have the 
unique opportunity to serve 
as missionaries in their own 
homes, inviting children 
into their lives who often 
have never heard the Good 
News. In our Christ-filled 
homes, children in foster care 
are introduced to Jesus and 
the love of a church family, 
and many experience the 
life-changing power of sal-
vation through Jesus Christ. 
Other children begin to lean 
into the hope and stability 
that the Church, the body of 
Christ, can provide. 

 Foster care also offers 
other opportunities to share 
the Gospel -- with case work-
ers, biological family mem-
bers and others involved in 
the child’s life. Many people 
have come to know salvation 
in Christ because of their 
connection to a Christ-cen-
tered foster family. 

3. God uses foster care to 
draw us closer to Him. The 
most common fear that stops 
Christians from becoming 
foster parents is the dread of 
getting too attached and then 
having to let go of a child. 
This is a valid concern as 
almost two-thirds of children 
in foster care in Louisiana 
eventually reunify with their 
birth families. However, in 
grappling with such uncer-
tainty there is comfort in 

knowing that God is sover-
eign and in control. We can 
trust that God is working 
all things together for good. 
As we pour our lives into 
children in foster care, we 
experience His peace and 
provision in ways that we 
might not have otherwise 
experienced. 

Yes, foster care is hard. 
But it is also a sacred and 
sanctifying calling that can 
grow and stretch us spiritu-
ally. 

 
======= 

Are you ready to take the 
next step? 

If you are considering 
becoming a foster parent in 
Louisiana, Connect1Child, the 
off campus foster care and 
adoption ministry of Louisi-
ana Baptist Children’s Home, 
would love to walk alongside 
you. Our team of foster care 
and adoption specialists can 
provide you with information, 
resources and support as you 
begin your journey. 

 Please email Christy 
Goodwin at christy@lbch.org, 
or call 318-343-2244, to learn 
more. 

Christy Goodwin is the 
Connect1Child director 
with the Louisiana Bap-
tist Children’s Home and 
Family Ministries. She is 
a licensed clinical social 
worker, and a board ap-
proved clinical supervisor.

By Staff
Baptist Message

GULFPORT, Miss. 
(LBM) – For 30 years, Kev-
in Colson had prayed for 
his brother Scott’s salva-
tion, and God answered his 
prayers, Dec. 27, when he 
traveled more than three 
hours for a visit that ended 
in Scott, who was hospital-
ized from injuries sustained 
in a car accident in Gulf-
port, Mississippi, turning 
to Jesus.

“This had always been a 
heavy burden on me, and I 
prayed that the Lord would 
give me a strong effort,” 

Colson, who is the pas-
tor of Grace Community 
Baptist Church, Iota, told 
the Baptist Message. “He’s 
as hard-headed as me, so 
I was thankful that he lis-
tened and that before I left, 
he gave life to Christ.”

Colson said he now will 
connect Scott with a Bi-
ble-believing church in the 
Gulfport area. He added 
that his brother’s decision 
reinforces the need for 
others to continue sharing 
about Christ with others. 

I would tell others don’t 
quit,” he said. “Be patient. 
Don't force the Gospel but 
be persistent. God will 

open the door and oppor-
tunity to share the Gospel 
in His time.”

After 30 years of prayers, 
pastor’s brother accepts Christ

Every year there are dif-
ferent variables that influ-
ence the data reported via 
the Annual Church Profile 
survey, including the num-
ber of congregations that 
provide inputs. During the 
last seven years, Louisiana 
Baptists also were impact-
ed by COVID 19 related 
restrictions on churches, 
2020-2022, as well as by 
four hurricanes that struck 
the state in 2021.
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