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ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) – Louisiana 
Baptists spent their summer on mission for 
Christ, welcoming children into their facilities 
for Vacation Bible School. 

Through these efforts, they saw many of 
these youngsters make decisions for Christ in 
what is considered the largest “simultaneous” 
evangelistic outreach across the Louisiana 
Baptist Convention.

GOLA VBS

Twelve students from the state’s Baptist 
Collegiate Ministries gave up most of their 
summer breaks to sow the Gospel through 
VBS events held in Louisiana and Wyoming 
by participating in GOLA (Go Louisiana) VBS, 
an LBC BCM emphasis that allows students to 
share God’s love while conducting VBS minis-
tries with churches.

Through late July, the team reported 60 
decisions for Christ.

The Louisiana team was comprised of 
members from Louisiana Christian University, 
Louisiana Tech, Northwestern State University 

VBS 2026: Churches 
‘on mission’ for Jesus

Children with First Baptist Church, New Orleans, demonstrated how their Vacation Bi-
ble School lesson taught them to pray to Christ. In Louisiana, VBS is considered the 
largest simultaneous evangelistic outreach.

MANSURA, La. 
(LBM) – Louisiana Bap-
tist Disaster Relief teams 
recently wrapped up a 
fruitful month of ministry 
amongst residents im-
pacted by Tropical Storm 
Arthur that included six 
individuals who made deci-
sions to follow Christ.

Since June 19, team 
members have logged 
17,863 work hours, served 
6,106 meals, completed 194 
mud-out jobs, made 829 
ministry contacts, distrib-
uted 209 Bibles and shared 
the Gospel 161 times. 
Louisiana Baptist DR team 
members were assisted 
by volunteers with the 
Southern Baptists of Texas 

CAMERON, La. (LBM) – More than 
five years after Hurricane Laura and Delta 
caused significant damage to the facilities 
of First Baptist Church, Cameron, the 
congregation has finalized plans to move 
forward with a rebuild of their facilities.

In January, Cameron Parish officials 
approved permits that allow the church 
to construct a new worship center and 
educational space, facilities that sustained 

MONROE, La. (LBM) 
– Louisiana Baptists will
have an opportunity to
reap a harvest of souls
during the 2026 Serve

FBC Cameron to rebuild, five years after storms
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Members with First Baptist Church, Cameron, erected a sign in 2021 as 
a reminder that the church still is sharing Christ’s love in its community.

By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

significant damage from Hurricane Laura 
in August 2020. The church received its 
first payment of $47,000 from the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency in June 
and expects to break ground this fall with 
completion sometime in 2027.

The project has been delayed in part 
because of federal bureaucratic snafus and 
a slowdown by federal agencies caused 
by Congress’s extended delay in passing 
budgets for the Department of Homeland 
Security which oversees FEMA.

See DR,  page 3

Arthur survivors 
saved through 
DR response
By Brian Blackwell
Message staff writer

Monroe ‘Serve Tour’ registration opens
Tour, Aug. 21-22 in the 
Monroe-West Monroe 
area, according to organiz-
ers.

The SEND Relief Serve 
Tour, in partnership with 
the Northeast Louisiana 
Baptist Association and 
Louisiana Baptist Conven- See SERVE,  page 2

tion, is an effort to engage 
volunteers in 46 service 
projects throughout 
northeast Louisiana as the 
foundation for evangelism. 
Teams will have the chance 
to share Christ’s love there 
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SERVE from page one

through light construc-
tion, painting, landscaping, 
block parties 
and other acts of 
service.

More than 
1,500 individu-
als already have 
pre-registered.

To prepare, 
Louisiana Bap-
tists can pray 
and plan to bring 
a team to serve, 
according to Louisiana 
Baptist Men’s Ministry and 

Disaster Relief/Compas-
sion Relief Strategist Stan 

Statham.
“Serve Tour 

is a great exam-
ple of Southern 
Baptists working 
together to share 
the Gospel by 
meeting physical 
needs,” Statham 
said. “Please pray 
about bringing 
a group to the 

area.”
NLBA Mission Strat-

egist Steven Kelly said 
excitement is building 
among the churches, Bap-
tist Collegiate Ministry and 
other ministries.

“I am incredibly grateful 
that SEND Relief is coming 
our way to partner with us 
in ministry,” he said. “Serve 
Tour just reinforces what 
I have been taught for de-
cades about being Southern 
Baptist. We can accomplish 
more together than apart.”

Monroe-West Monroe 
is one of five metropolitan 
areas in the U.S. and four 
international cities that 
will host a Serve Tour stop 
this year. Registration 

The SEND Relief Serve Tour, in partnership with the Northeast Louisiana 
Baptist Association and Louisiana Baptist Convention, is an effort to en-
gage volunteers in 46 service projects throughout northeast Louisiana 
as the foundation for evangelism. Teams will have the chance to share 
Christ’s love through light construction, painting, landscaping, block par-
ties and other acts of service.

Scan to register for the 2026        
Monroe/West Monroe Serve Tour.

Point your smartphone camera at 
this QR code and click on the link. 

information, prayer guide, 
online training, promo-
tional materials and other 

resources are available via 
sendrelief.org/serve-
tour/monroe-serve-tour/.

Cameron from page one
PERSEVERANCE

Since January 2021, 
members have met for 
Sunday worship in various 
locations in the communi-
ty, including the Cameron 
Parish Police Jury build-
ing, the Lighthouse Bend 
Restaurant and, currently, 
the Cameron Multipurpose 
Building. Most Sundays 
attendance averages 20-

25 people in person and 
online. They also meet for 
Bible study via a Facebook 
Live broadcast from Hugo-
nin’s home on Wednesday 
evenings.

The members have 
continued ministering to 
their neighbors, serving 
400 meals and distributing 
900 evangelistic tracts, 
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DR from page one
Convention and Texans on 
Mission, as well as teams from 
Oklahoma, Missouri, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Arizona and North 
Carolina.

DIVINE MEETINGS

Craig Bond, incident man-
agement team 
commander 
and a team 
member of 
First Bap-
tist Church, 
Blanchard, 
was help-
ing with 
efforts in 
flood-ravaged 
Avoyelles 
Parish when 
he was 
reminded, 
June 29, of 
the ultimate 
reason for their response.

Michael* came inside the 
Louisiana State University 
Agricultural Center Extension 
Office in Mansura (a temporary 
rally site for DR teams) asking 
for help to make repairs to his 
damaged camper. Unfortu-
nately, the DR team was not 
equipped to make such fixes. 
However, Bond was able to 
offer something much more 
valuable – he shared what it 
means to have a relationship 
with Jesus.

Using a series of spiritu-
al questions, Bond walked 
Michael through the plan of 
salvation and explained how 
Christ can transform a troubled 
past to one filled with hope in 
the Lord.

“I tell my chainsaw disaster 
relief team members all the 
time that if we’re not sharing 
Christ, if we’re just up there 
cutting trees off the house, and 
we’re not sharing the Gospel 
with others, we’re just another 
tree service that’s not making 
a profit,” Bond told the Baptist 
Message. “While we’re there 
to help, we’re there to share 
Christ.

“In the past I’ve always had 
this reluctance of sharing about 
Jesus,” he continued. “And this 
just helped make me bolder. 
Disaster relief has helped me to 
share the Gospel with others.”

Meanwhile, Mike Tomlin-
son, a chaplain with a team 
from Live Oak Baptist Church, 
Denham Springs, saw two 
people turn to Christ, June 30. 
During a home visit Tomlinson 
shared with Blayz* and Can-
dace* how Christ helped him 
through a battle with cancer 

and how that same faith could 
give them hope in their difficult 
time.

Tomlinson said he is 
thankful the Lord helped him 
overcome his own trials so he 
could share the Gospel with the 
homeowners.

“The whole reason we are 
here after a 

disaster is to 
show the love 
of God,” he 
said. “And we 
are able to see 
God work and 
save someone. 
We pray that 
happens on 
every trip we 
go on and 
when it does 
take place, 
we know that 
we’ve done 
the will of 

God by helping be the hands, 
feet and voice of Jesus. It’s defi-
nitely the result of teamwork 
that ministers to those needing 
help and 
hoped 
during these 
times of 
disaster.”

 *First 
names are 
used to 
allow churches to follow up 
with the new believers in 
confidentiality.

Since Tropical Storm Arthur made landfall, June 17, Louisiana Baptist Disaster Relief team members have 
logged 19,408 work hours, served 6,106 meals, completed 194 mud-out jobs, made 829 ministry contacts, dis-
tributed 209 Bibles and shared the Gospel 161 times.

Disaster Relief team members prayed 
with those impacted by Arthur.
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See APOLOGETICS,  page 9

Read the 12-part series “Evangelism 
101” on BaptistMessage.com.

Point your smartphone camera at 
this QR code and click on the link. 

APOLOGETICS 101 (Part 7): Israel’s powerful monarchy existed, and why it matters

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Atheistic and 
agnostic critics reject the 
Bible’s theology so strong-
ly that they also dismiss its 
historical record, seeking 
to undermine any evidence 
that supports the truthful-
ness of God’s Word.

One of the most sus-
tained attacks on the 
Bible’s historical accura-
cy targets the legitimacy 
of—and even the existence 
of—the Kingdom of Israel. 
Some critics go so far as 
to claim that David and 
Solomon were not real 
historical figures.

These attacks on Israel’s 
ancient legitimacy are also 
attacks on the foundations 
of Christianity. Even today, 
Marxists and Commu-
nists who oppose Israel’s 
existence seek to weaken 
Christianity.

Yet despite the ideolog-
ical and political theater, 

archaeological discoveries 
increasingly refute Chris-
tianity’s critics and affirm 
the biblical account of 
history.

DAVID & SOLOMON

Critics have 
long argued that 
the historical 
record is silent 
about David and 
Solomon, claim-
ing that both 
men were either 
fictitious characters or in-
consequential to history.

However, these argu-
ments were largely blunted 
in 1993, when an archae-
ological team digging in 
northern Israel, discovered 
three fragments of a stone 
slab that contains a chis-
eled record of the victo-
ries of the king of Aram, 
Israel’s ancient neighbor to 
the north.

While boasting about 
slaying 70 kings who 
harnessed thousands of 

chariots and horsemen, 
he then specifically names 
two kings, presumably the 
most powerful among his 

adversaries.
“I killed 

Jehoram, son of 
Ahab, king of Is-
rael, and I killed 
Ahaziahu, son 
of Jehoram, king 
of the House of 
David.”

This state-
ment likely made 
some critics’ 

jaws drop, because not 
only does it identify David 
with an honorific title, 
but it does so in context 
of the kingdom he built as 
being a militarily powerful 
nation – which also im-
plies Israel was a wealthy 
nation. 

As for Solomon, none of 
the critics give him credit 
for building a temple that 
was “exceedingly magnifi-
cent, famous and glorious 
throughout all countries” 
(1 Chronicles 22:5, NKJV), 

owing that none of it re-
mains to this day. 

However, a clay tablet 
known as the Babylonian 
Chronicle recorded the 
plunder of the temple 
and palace Solomon built 
in Jerusalem, noting that 
Nebuchadnezzar “took its 
heavy tribute and brought 
them to Babylon.” 

Moreover, just last year 
an archaeological team 
discovered a layer of ashes 
dating to the time of this 
destruction, proving that 
the Bible is correct in 
stating that the Babylonian 
forces “burned the house 
of the Lord” (Solomon’s 
temple) as well as the pal-
ace he had built, and “all 
the houses of Jerusalem, 
that is, all the houses of 
the great, he burned with 
fire” and that they “broke 
down the walls of Jerusa-
lem all around” (2 Kings 
25:9-10, NKJ V).

Moreover, other digs in 
the last decade have vali-
dated the biblical account 

of Solomon’s empire build-
ing, with discoveries of:

-- great gates and 
fortified walls at Hazor, 
Megiddo and Gezer, which 
correlate to Solomon’s 
efforts to protect these 
cities that he annexed into 
an expanding kingdom (1 
Kings 9:15); and 

-- a 3,000-year-old wall 
in Jerusalem which corre-
sponds to Solomon’s work 
to expand the footprint 
of Jerusalem and bring 
Mount Moriah (Temple 
Mount) inside its protected 
boundary (1 Kings 9:15-19).

FAITH NOT SIGHT

For the longest time, 
skeptics decried the Bible’s 
trustworthiness, calling 
it error-riddled because it 
repeatedly mentions the 
Hittites, but no evidence 
could be found to verify 
this nation’s existence. 

That is until late in the 
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A one-day conference for 
pastors and wives! 

Tuesday, September 15, 2026 
First Baptist Church, Pineville, LA 

Featuring: 
Dr. Danny Akin 

Southeastern Seminary 
Wake Forest, NC 

www.fbcpineville.net/E4 

Wives’ Track: 
Dr. DeeDee Williams 
New Orleans Seminary 

New Orleans, LA 

BATON ROUGE, La. 
(LBM) – Luke Ash, a 
bi-vocational pastor with 
Stevendale Baptist Church, 
Baton Rouge, has filed a 
lawsuit against the East 
Baton Rouge Parish Library 
system for violating his 
First Amendment right of 
religious liberty and for 
denying him protection 
against religious discrim-
ination under Title VII 
of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964.

The EBRPL fired Ash as 
a library technician, July 10, 
2025, because he declared 
that he could not comply 
with the library's preferred 
pronoun policy and that he 
would not use male pro-
nouns when speaking to a 
biologically female trainee.

Liberty Counsel, a 
Christian ministry that 
engages in strategic litiga-
tion to promote evangelical 
Christian values, is repre-

Fired bi-vo pastor files lawsuit against ‘woke’ Baton Rouge library
senting Ash. The lawsuit 
also names the City of Ba-
ton Rouge, Met-
ropolitan Council 
and the Library 
Board of Control 
for the City of 
East Baton Rouge 
as complicit in the 
offenses.

In a news 
release, Liberty 
Counsel said it is seeking a 
permanent injunction on 
behalf of Ash “that declares 
the library’s ‘Inclusivity 
Policy’ is unconstitutional 
for violating his constitu-
tional rights of free speech, 
religious exercise, equal 
protection, the Louisiana 
Preservation of Religious 
Freedom Act, as well as his 
religious protections under 
Title VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964.”

The lawsuit also asks 
the court to order the 
library to reinstate Ash to 
his position and restore his 
benefits, along with back 
pay, damages and attor-

ney’s fees and costs.
“The East Ba-

ton Rouge Parish 
Library violated 
the U.S. Constitu-
tion and Louisiana 
law for requiring 
Pastor Ash to refer 
to a female em-
ployee by mascu-
line pronouns and 
then firing him 

for upholding his religious 
beliefs,” Liberty Counsel 
Founder and Chairman 
Mat Staver said. “The 
library also violated Title 
VII for not even consider-
ing a religious accommoda-
tion for Pastor Ash. There 
is no compelling interest 
in requiring Pastor Ash to 
lie or affirm false sex-based 
pronouns. Employers can-
not force people to choose 
between their faith and 
their livelihood.”

NATIONAL ISSUE

The matter drew nation-
al attention shortly after 

Ash’s termination from the 
library. 

Among those weighing 
in with support for the 
pastor included Gov. Jeff 
Landry, Attorney Gener-
al Liz Murril and Family 
Research Council President 
Tony Perkins, a former 
state representative and a 
Louisiana Baptist pastor.

American Spectator and 
The Washington Stand, 
both large conservative 
media outlets, ran feature 
stories about the issue.

ASH STATEMENT

In a statement to the 
Baptist Message, Ash 
expressed gratitude for 
the many prayers on his 
behalf.

“We thank God for 
faithful brothers and sis-
ters in Christ from all over 
the country who have 
petitioned the library, but 
even more importantly, 
they have petitioned Al-
mighty God on behalf of 

our family,” Ash said. “We 
thank God for the vocal 
and legislative support 
from our governor who 
signed House Bill 1137 into 
law in the wake of my un-
lawful termination. More 
Louisianians will have 
their God-given rights 
protected as a result of his 
bold leadership. 

“We thank God for 
leaders like Tony Perkins 
who seek to honor God 
and apply the Bible to 
culture and in the civic 
realm instead of retreating 
to the safety of private 
personal piety,” he contin-
ued. 

“Leaders matter. I 
thank God for good ones 
and pray for more. Please 
continue to seek the face 
of Jesus in the power of 
the Holy Spirit to the 
glory of the Father for 
continued victory in the 
courts and legislatures 
and boldness to proclaim 
the gospel with clarity 
and conviction.”
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See VBS,  page 17

VBS from page one
and Southeastern Louisi-
ana University BCMs, who 
served, May 28-July 16, 
with First Baptist Church, 
Morgan City; First Bap-
tist Church, Leesville; 
Longview Baptist Church, 
Deville; Community Bap-
tist Church, Youngsville; 
Ridge Avenue Baptist 
Church, West Monroe; 
Indian Village Baptist 
Church, Kinder; SweetWa-
ter Church, Abita Springs; 
and First Baptist Church, 
Many. They also helped 
with community service 
projects.

Meanwhile, the Wyo-
ming team was made up of 
members from the Louisi-
ana Tech and SLU BCMs 
and served in that state, 
May 28-July 26.

All the students were 
trained and commissioned 
to share the Gospel by 
GOLA Coordinator and 
Central Louisiana Metro 
BCM Director Brad Gill.  
GOLA Louisiana team 
leader Jason Duncan, also a 
student with New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Semi-

nary, said his team enjoyed 
seeing children accept 
Christ, and was blessed by 
forming new friendships.

“This has been a very 
rewarding trip both for the 
team and for me, person-
ally,” he said. “I have been 
able to be there for the 
members of this team who 
struggled through their 
own trials, poured into 
them throughout the sum-
mer, got to watch them 
grow in their relationships 
with Christ and helped 
them to follow Him better. 

“These college students 
have been able to do so 
much for these communi-
ties, and it is all thanks to 
ordinary people and local 
churches supporting us 
through the LBC,” he con-
tinued. “If you could please 
begin being in prayer for 
the team next year as God 
starts calling those who 
will be going next time. 
Please pray that they will 
be willing to listen to God’s 
calling, that they will be 
preparing themselves spir-
itually and that the team 

Fifty-four of the 1,086 children who attended VBS with Cypress Baptist Church, Benton, July 12-16, accepted 
Christ.

next year will be able to 
reach as many kids as pos-
sible through VBS. Thank 
you for all of your support 
this year, the past years 
and the coming years.”

CYPRESS BAPTIST

Fifty-four of the 1,086 

children who attended 
VBS with Cypress Baptist 
Church, Benton, July 12-16, 
accepted Christ.

Kelly Cathey, who 
leads the congregation’s 
children’s ministry, said 
the church staff and adult 
leaders enjoyed watching 
the children embrace Jesus 
through times of worship, 
activities and messages.

She said that CBC’s VBS 
utilized many elements for 

an “Dive into God’s love” 
theme such as writing 
praises to the Lord that 
were then hung on a “Bub-
bling Over with Praise” 
booth and the opportunity 
to win prizes such as a 
tube of candy and a jelly-
fish trophy for memorizing 
16 verses.

“We are so thankful to 
cast a net in our community 
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Muller excited to tell Louisiana Baptists’ story in new role

Louisiana Baptist state communication director Jared Muller began his 
new role July 1. He poses with his family (L-R) Muller, wife, Brittney, and 
children, Silas, Penny and Eli.

ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Jarrod Muller 
had his dream job as pas-
tor with Riverside Bap-
tist Church, River Ridge, 
until God called him to 
tell the story of Loui-
siana Baptists as state 
communication director.

Muller, who began his 
new role July 1, said that 
while he was enjoying 
being a part of a church 
where he accepted Christ 
and was baptized, he also 
realized the opportunity 
to come alongside Loui-
siana Baptists and share 
how they are reaching 
the state for Jesus.

“Through prayer and 
discernment, I really 
believe God opened this 
door for this position,” 
Muller told the Baptist 
Message. “It wasn’t any-
thing I was necessarily 

looking for, but when 
the Lord brought it my 
way I surrendered that 
to Him.”

A native of New Or-
leans, Muller became a 
Christ follower at eight, 
was baptized at 16 and 
surrendered to ministry 
while at a church camp 
when he was 18. 

He served for more 
than 16 years, collec-
tively, with churches in 
Louisiana and Missis-
sippi. Prior to serving 
with Riverside Baptist 
Church, he was a col-
lege ministry intern 
with Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church, Madison, Mis-
sissippi, and community 
outreach intern with The 
Journey Church, Jackson, 
Mississippi.

He also served Lou-
isiana Baptists as mod-
erator, administrative 
committee member and 
administrative commit-

tee chairman with New 
Orleans Baptist Asso-
ciation, and a member 
of the LBC Executive 
Board, including two 
years as vice president.

Muller graduated from 
Archbishop Rummel 
High School, Metairie, 
and has earned degrees 
with Mississippi College, 
Clinton, Mississippi, 
and Reformed Theolog-
ical Seminary, Jackson, 
Mississippi. He and his 
wife, Brittney, have three 
children, Eli, Penny and 
Silas.

Moving forward, 
Muller asked for prayers 
for his family and his 
ministry to Louisiana 
Baptists.

“We have a good, 
strong, very talented 
group here, and so I’m 
excited to work with 
them,” he said. “Pray for 
me that I am able to lead 
well, build on what we’ve 

done in the past and see 
how we can more effec-
tively tell the story of 
what we do together.

“My family is transi-
tion right now from New 
Orleans to Alexandria, 

and my kids are really ex-
cited about the move and 
new opportunities,” he 
continued. “Please pray 
that the transition stays 
exciting and positive for 
them in the days ahead.”
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ANACOCO, La. (LBM) 
– For two years, Trinity 
Dowden prayed for and 
sent his friend Bible-based 
text messages with the 
hopes of one day reaping a 
spiritual harvest.

His faithfulness was re-
warded during a session of 
the West CENLA GO TELL 
America Crusade, April 14, 
when Jeff Benevage finally 
realized his need for a Sav-
ior and stepped forward to 
profess his belief in Jesus. 
A week later, Dowden was 
on hand to see his friend 
publicly declare his com-
mitment to the Lord in 
baptism by First Baptist 
Church, Anacoco.

“He could have given 
up on me after the first 
week of no responses, but 
he kept at it,” Benevage 
told the Baptist Message. 
“I was so glad he did, and 
that I had the courage to 

stand up and confess my 
faith publicly during the 
crusade.

“For those who have 
friends in their lives who 
also have not yet accepted 
Jesus, don’t give up,” he 
continued. “It’s worth it in 
the end.”

Benevage is one of 57 
people baptized by the 
FBCA congregation since 
April 19, and 72 collectively 
since January.

“It is just so encourag-
ing to see how the Lord 
has moved in our churches 
since the crusade,” FBCA 
Pastor Chad King said. “I 
have heard of so many just 
like Jeff who have made 
public decisions for Christ 
after the crusade. I pray 
the mighty movement will 
continue and spread across 
our whole state.”

Held April 12-15 in 
Leesville, the crusade 
recorded 527 persons who 
made decisions for Christ, 
including 279 individ¬uals 

FBC Anacoco reaps spiritual harvest
who stepped forward to 
accept Jesus.

“We’ve had visitors in 
our church every worship 
service since the crusade 
and it’s a great encourage-
ment and motivation boost 
to keep on going,” King 
said. “I believe with all my 
heart that God is stirring 
hearts among our church 
and others in our area. 
A great harvest has only 
begun.”

Discipleship of these 
new believers is paramount 
for FBC Anacoco, King 
said. Seasoned believers 
come alongside each new 
convert, and a “next steps” 
class includes information 
about church membership 
and what baptism entails. 
Then there is a seven-week 
discipleship class on Sun-
days.

“At the end, we give 
each person an opportunity 
to make a covenant be-
tween them and the Lord 
that they’re going to do ev-
erything they can to grow 
in their relationship,” King 
said. “Our church has made 
a commitment to do what-
ever it takes to help the 
new believers grow in their 
relationship, understand 
more about the Word of 
God and learn how to be a 

First Baptist Church, Anacoco, has baptized 72 people since January. 
More than 6,000 people attended its annual Faith and Family Freedom 
Music Festival, June 27, and 47 of them made decisions for Christ.

true disciple.”
The church also saw the 

Holy Spirit move during 
its annual Faith and Family 
Freedom Music Festival, 
June 27. More than 6,000 
people attended and 47 of 
those made decisions for 
Christ.

The lineup included 
Christian recording artists 
Cochren and Company, 
Olivia Lane, Jason Lovins 
Band and the Isaacs, as 
well as local bands.

“Families enjoyed a full 
day of music, fun, food 
and community, all culmi-
nating with a spectacular 
fireworks display cele-
brating our nation’s 250th 
birthday,” King said. “The 
greatest celebration of the 

day came as Marc Pritchett 
from Georgia shared a clear 
and powerful presentation 
of the Gospel. We rejoice 
that 47 people made deci-
sions for Christ, with many 
placing their faith in Jesus 
as Lord and Savior.

“We give all glory to 
God for His blessings 
throughout this special 
event and extend our 
heartfelt thanks to every 
volunteer, sponsor, ven-
dor, ministry partner and 
attendee who helped make 
this day such a tremendous 
success,” he continued. 
“We pray that the seeds 
planted through this fes-
tival will continue to bear 
fruit for the Kingdom of 
God for years to come.”
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Cameron
 from page 2

Apologetics from page 4

alongside members 
of East Ridge Baptist 
Church, Lake Charles, 
during the Louisiana Fur 
and Wildlife Festival in 
Cameron each year.

Hugonin said his 
members have remained 
faithful and resilient as 
they are hopeful they will 
one day worship again 
inside their building. 

“The possibility of 
one more soul saved, 
one more heart turned 
to Christ is why we have 
not given up hope,” 
Hugonin said. “We have 
an opportunity to spread 
the Good News at a time 
when there is a lot of bad 
news.

“If you had the cure 
for cancer, you would go 
everywhere and share it,” 
he continued. “We have 
the cure for man’s soul 
just by sharing the Good 
News of the Gospel. I 
have been challenging 
them to hand out a Gos-
pel tract, just share what 
God has done with you. 
You never know what 
results you will get.” 

19th century, when archaeo-
logical teams discovered the 
ruins of this nation’s capital 
city and then in the early 
years of the 20th century, 
found 10,000 clay tablets that 
revealed the Hittites as a 
powerful nation who rivaled 
Egypt.

Yet, Bible critics did not 
relent or repent about their 
wrong-headed opinion that 
the Bible was untrustworthy.

But remember this point 
about apologetics: Although 
we are told to hold the truth 
of Scripture to refute “those 
who contradict it” (Titus 1:9, 
NKJV) and are commanded 
to even be aggressive in refut-
ing any opposing thought (2 
Corinthians 10:5-6), we are 
not told that we are account-
able for changing the hearts 
and minds of those who 
oppose God.

Instead, we are instructed 
to learn His Word so that in 
any situation, with the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit (Luke 
12:12) we are “ready to give a 
defense to everyone who asks 
you a reason for the hope 

that is in you” (1 Peter 3:15, 
NKJV) – whether there is a 
historical record or archaeo-
logical artifact, or not.
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ALEXANDRIA, La. 
(LBM) – Brad Gill has 
taken on a new role: dual 
director of the Baptist 
Collegiate Ministry with 
Louisiana Christian 
University and Louisiana 
State University of Alex-
andria.

Gill, who has served 
as director of the LCU 
(formerly Louisiana Col-
lege) BCM since January 
2022, said he is excited 
about the opportunity to 
reach and disciple more 
students at both campus-
es in his expanded role 
with what is now known 
as the Central Louisiana 
BCM.

“Each campus is 
unique,” Gill told the 
Baptist Message. “Both 
institutions strength-
en our community, and 

BCM steps into new semester, new season in CENLA
BCM adds value to our 
campuses through week-
ly free lunches, 
worship, Bible 
studies and 
small groups.

“The won-
derful thing 
is that leader-
ship wants us 
there,” he con-
tinued. “Dr. 
Mark Johnson 
with LCU and 
Dr. Elizabeth 
Beard with 
LSUA want 
the best for 
their students. They want 
them to grow in their 
faith.”

Gill said the move was 
sparked by personnel 
moves within the state. 

“When Austin Mc-
Curry (former LSUA 
BCM director) went to 
Northwestern State after 
Bill Collins retired as 

BCM director, we had 
an opportunity to unify 

our ministry 
efforts in the 
area,” he said. 
“Hopefully 
college stu-
dents in cen-
tral Louisiana 
can join each 
other for mis-
sions, worship 
nights and 
state events.” 

Future op-
portunities in-
clude extend-
ing a presence 

beyond both campuses to 
Central Louisiana Tech-
nical Community College 
and LSUA Health Ser-
vices in Alexandria. As 
these downtown campus-
es are growing to serve 
the area, local churches 
can partner with BCM 
to minister in new ways, 
Gill said.

“These students rep-
resent a vital part of the 
central Louisiana com-
munity, and we believe 
BCM can play a meaning-
ful role in offering spiri-
tual support, discipleship, 
and a place of belonging 
for them as well,” Gill 
said. “We want to meet 
them where they are 
and help them mature in 
faith.” 

Assisting Gill will 
be Sophie Turner, who 
recently was added as 
assistant director. Turner 
is excited about starting 
new Bible studies and 
developing social media 
content. She and her 
husband, Caleb, have been 
married for three years 
and have a newborn son, 
Finely. 

“Sophie brings energy, 
experience and a deep 
passion for college min-

istry,” Gill said. “Sophie’s 
relational skills, heart for 
discipleship and outstand-
ing musical abilities make 
her a great fit for this new 
role. She automatically 
created an encouraging 
team atmosphere.”

Gill asked for prayers 
as they focus on being 
intentional to prepare 
college students as leaders 
who share the Gospel and 
walk with others in small 
groups.

“The fall semester be-
gins in August with BCM 
participating in freshmen 
orientations, move-in 
days and kickoff events 
on both campuses,” Gill 
said. “Pray for BCM staff 
across Louisiana as they 
reach students with the 
gospel, connect them with 
churches, strengthen their 
faith and mobilize them 
into missions

Brad Gill



July 30, 2026 l  www.baptistmessage.com l  Louisiana Baptist Message

11LouisianaNews

Jacob Ambrose photo
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NAMB Communications

See AMBROSE,  page 12

LOUISIANA CHURCH INSURANCE
“Three generations 
of Galloway’s serving 
Louisiana Churches.”

www.louisianachurchinsurance.com l 800.256.0700

Call us
for  your  church 
insurance needs

BOSTON (NAMB) – 
A barber’s chair became 
an avenue for life change 
when church planting 
missionary Jacob Ambrose 
embraced an unexpected 
opportunity to obey the 
calling on his life.

“It was a really difficult 
time as we were getting 
settled into our house 
and the community,” said 
Ambrose, who moved 
from Louisiana to Boston 
to plant a new church. “I 
was in a moment of frus-
tration dealing with some 
of those things when I 
realized I needed a haircut. 
I just looked up a barber 
on Google Maps and went 
to his shop.”

Shortly after Ambrose 
sat down, the man men-
tioned God a couple of 
times. “Up here, people 
don’t just talk about Jesus 
or God,” he said. “So, I had 
to follow up.”

The conversation 
turned to salvation and 
about the struggle to find a 
church.

“He tells me, ‘I don’t 
know of a Christian 
church I can go to,’” 
Ambrose said. “And he’s 
cutting my hair. We had 
just moved to Tewksbury 
to start the exact church 
he wants to go to. I said, 
‘Bro, you’re not going to 
believe this.’”

His barber has since 
become one of nine peo-
ple Ambrose has baptized 
since planting Valley 

‘Class of 2025’: Highest number of new church plants since 2016

Church in partnership 
with Send Network, the 
church planting arm of the 
North American Mission 
Board. Valley Church is 

When Jacob Ambrose sat down in a local barber’s chair, he did not realize 
he was entering a significant Gospel opportunity. The barber had been 
seeking God and trying to find a Christian church. Ambrose told him that 
he had moved to the area to plant a church, and this barber soon became 
one of Valley Church’s first baptized members

one of several hundred 
churches Southern Bap-
tists started as part of the 
class of 2025.

Overall, Southern Bap-

tists planted 792 churches 
– 699 new plants and 93 
replants – last year. Anoth-
er 127 established churches 
affiliated with the SBC, 
and 32 new campuses were 
launched. The total num-
ber of new congregations 
added in 2025 reached 951.

Southern Baptists have 

planted or replanted more 
than 700 churches in four 
of the last five years. The 
699 new plants marked 
the highest number since 
2016. The total also pushed 
Southern Baptists beyond 
the mark of 12,000 church-
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es planted since 2010.
“We are incredibly 

grateful for every South-
ern Baptist church that 
stepped out in 2025 to 
plant a church,” NAMB 
president Kevin Ezell said. 
“Every region of North 
America needs more 
churches, and it is encour-
aging to see Southern Bap-
tists taking up the chal-
lenge. I also want to thank 

those Baptist associations 
and state conventions who 
have made church plant-
ing and church planters a 
priority.”

For missionaries like 
Ambrose, launching a new 
church is just one mile-
stone in a longer church 
planting journey that 
involves the joint efforts 
of Southern Baptist work, 
from the sending church 

through the work of enti-
ties like NAMB.

“It all started for me 
when I was in college, 
and I did NAMB summer 
missions in 2010,” Ambrose 
said. “I served a summer 
in the Bay Area of Cali-
fornia, and it was my first 
opportunity to spend a 
significant amount of time 
outside the Bible Belt. I 
was so energized with a 
sense of purpose as I was 
talking to so many people 
who were not followers of 
Jesus.”

When he graduated 
from college, Ambrose 
taught high school, but a 
sense that God had called 
him to full-time ministry 
and his experience on the 
mission field stuck with 
him until God made it 
clear that it was time to 
transition to vocational 
ministry. His wife Aman-
da, though, was the one 
who first mentioned 
church planting.

He attended Southeast-
ern Baptist Theological 
Seminary virtually and 

spent time serving at his 
home church, Summer 
Grove Baptist in Shreve-
port, La., before joining 
the staff at Temple Baptist 
Church in Ruston, La., as 
minister to young adults. 
It was there that the seed 
of God’s calling to plant a 
church blossomed.

“My pastor, Dr. Reggie 
[Bridges] and the executive 
pastor Jason Walsworth 
said, ‘If God calls you to 
plant a church, we would 
love to be your sending 
church,’” Ambrose said. 
“That’s the church I was 
a part of in college, the 
church that sent me to do 
NAMB summer missions.”

Ambrose praised the 
myriad ways Temple 
Baptist has supported him 
since he and his family 
moved to Boston in 2023 
to begin a residency with 
Redemption Hill Church in 
Medford, Mass. Redemp-
tion Hill equipped him 
with wisdom and resourc-
es to plant in the city.

“The local church 
isn’t just part of church 
planting, it’s the engine 
that drives it,” said Noah 
Oldham, Send Network’s 
vice president of opera-
tions. “We’re committed 
to helping more church-
es step into that role by 
discovering, developing, 
and deploying people from 
within their own con-
gregations to be sent to 
engage communities with 
the Gospel, make disciples 
and plant churches.”

Churches planted from 
the East Coast to the West

Church planting mis-
sionary Inosent Sindhu 
started a Punjabi, Urdu and 
Hindi language congrega-
tion through his sending 
church, Doxa Bible Church 
in Indianapolis. Already, 
he’s seen more than a 
dozen people come to faith 
as part of his outreach into 
the community.

In the Phoenix area, 
Hudson Garcia took the 
lead in planting Vintage 
Church and saw more 
than 10 people baptized 
since launching. More 
than 500 people attended 
the church’s recent Easter 
service.

“The really unique thing 
about our area is we are in 
the backyard of a part of 
the city that’s on the preci-
pice of significant growth,” 
Hudson said. “If you go 
just north of one of the 
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ALEXANDRIA, La. (LBM) 
— Louisiana Baptists are invit-
ed to recommend candidates 
to serve on state convention 
boards and committees and 
are asked to submit resolu-
tions for possible consider-
ation by messengers during 
the 2026 Louisiana Baptist 
Convention.

 
COMMITTEES

 
The Louisiana Baptist 

Committee on Committees is 
beginning its work to fill 17 
openings on five committees: 
Credentials; Moral and Social 
Concerns; Nominations; Order 
of Business; and Resolutions. 
Nominations should be sent 
no later than Aug. 10 to Joseph 
Fowler, pastor, Cook Bap-
tist Church, Ruston, who is 
the committee chair (email: 
joseph@cookbc.org; U.S. Mail: 
Dr. Joseph Fowler, Cook Bap-
tist Church, 2000 Cooktown 
Road, Ruston, LA 71270).

 
BOARDS

 
The Louisiana Baptist 

Committee on Nominations 
also is beginning its work to 
fill 24 vacancies on the LBC 
Executive Board as well as the 
trustee bodies of the Louisiana 
Christian University, Louisi-
ana Baptist Children’s Home 
and Family Ministries, Baptist 
Message, and Baptist Founda-

Louisiana Baptist Convention seeks resolutions, nominees
tion.

Nominations should be 
sent no later than Aug. 10 to 
Scott McKenzie, associate 
pastor, First Baptist Church, 
Zachary, who is the commit-
tee chair (email: smcKenzie@
fbcz.org; U.S. Mail: Rev. 
Scott McKenzie, First Baptist 
Church, 4200 Main, Zachary, 
LA 70791).

 
BOTH

 
Please submit the candi-

date’s name and identify the 
committee or board for which 
you are nominating him or her 
and include information about 
the nominee’s church member-
ship and current employment.

No more than the pastor 
and two members from any 
church may serve on all boards 
and committees, combined, 
at any one time. Likewise, no 
more than one member of the 
same church may serve on the 
same board or committee at 
any one time.

RESOLUTIONS
 
The first Committee on 

Resolutions meeting is sched-
uled for October 20, and 
submissions are requested to 

be sent as early as possible for 
consideration. Resolutions 
may be submitted for review 
and consideration, no more 
than 90 days and no fewer 
than 15 days prior to the LBC 
annual meeting, Nov. 10, 
providing a window of oppor-
tunity from Aug. 12 through 
Oct. 26.

All statements should 
be typewritten, titled, and 
dated, and accompanied by a 
letter – from a church qual-
ified to send a messenger to 
the annual meeting of the 
Louisiana Baptist Convention 
– certifying that the person 
submitting the resolution is a 
member in good standing. The 
letter should include complete 
contact information for both 
the person submitting it and 
his or her church.

No person may submit 
more than three resolutions 
per year.

Kenny Moore, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Boyce, is 
the Committee on Resolutions 
chair. You may send proposed 
resolutions to the committee 
(fax: 318.449.4287; email: Hel-
lo@LouisianaBaptists.org; or 
U.S. Mail: ATTN: Resolutions 

Committee, c/o Communica-
tions Team, Louisiana Baptist 
Convention, P. O. Box 311, 
Alexandria, LA 71309).

If you desire assistance 
with wording or format-
ting, please contact LBC 
Public Policy Director Will 
Hall by phone, 318.448.3402, 
or email, Policy@Louisiana-
Baptists.org.

high schools in our area, 
it’s a ton of open desert 
that’s about to be devel-
oped. A ton of people from 
places like Taiwan as well 
as from all over the United 
States are moving here.”

Demographic changes 
and the continued growth 
of some of North Amer-
ica’s major cities call for 
Southern Baptist churches 
to keep sending, Oldham 
said.

“The mission field in 
North America is vast and 
plentiful,” said Oldham. 

Learn more about how 
Send Network plants 
churches: SendNetwork.
com
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DAVIS CHURCH PEW UP-
HOLSTERY, 4313 Hwy. 18 
East Quitman, Mississippi 
39355  Melton & Sandra Da-
vis. 30-plus years experience, 
Family-Owned and Operat-
ed. Variety of fabrics avail-
able. Work done on-site. All 
Work Guaranteed. Call for 
estimates: 601.776.6617. If 
remodeling your sanctuary, 
please give us a call about up-
holstering your pews!

Call Advertising Director Jo-
Anne Timothy at 318.449.4343 
to place your ads.

701 Jackson St. l Alexandria, LA 71301 l 318.442.3363
2701 Military Hwy l Pineville, LA 71360 l 318.640.1678
11886 Hwy. 84 West l Jena, LA 71342 l 318.992.4158

445 W Bontemps St. l Marksville, LA 71351 l 318.253.5979
www.hixsonbrothers.com

Family Health Insurance
at Group Rates

GROUP, INDIVIDUAL, MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, DENTAL

Call or email for a free quote!!

Melvin Thomas
318.465.1006

melvinthomas46@gmail.com
411 Ashley  R idge Blvd. ,  Shrevepor t ,  LA 71106
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The Baptist Message 
provides churches an opportunity to share 
with other Louisiana Baptists an upcom-
ing revival, homecoming, new pastor, new 
staff member, a community outreach, 
or a concert in Louisiana Notables. To 
place your event in the paper, send your 
information (who, what, where, when, 
time) to philip@baptistmessage.com or 
call 318.449.4345. Please submit your 
information four weeks prior to the event 
to insure placement in the Message.

ON THE MOVE

n Chuck Pourciau, pastor at Broadmoor, 
Shreveport, retiring September 1 after 
27 years.
n Brad Gill is now dual director of the 
Baptist Collegiate Ministry with Louisi-
ana Christian University and Louisiana 
State University of Alexandria.
n Joe Michael Price is the new student 
minister at Grayson Baptist Church.
n Kevin,  Malanie, Ulmer is the new 
pastor at Tioga First Baptist Church, 
Tioga. Ulmer will continue to serve as 
Louisiana Baptist evangelism strategist.
n Andrew Gott is the new pastor at 
Little Pass Baptist Church, Charenton.
n Bruce, wife Erin, LePoint is the new 
associational mission strategist for the 
Carey Baptist Association. There will be 
a meet & greet July 30 at 6 p.m. at the 
Trinity Baptist Church Fellowship Hall,
n Jarrod, wife Brittney, Muller is 
Louisiana Baptists new Communications 
Team Director.
n Meagan Steadman Adkins has been 
promoted from Associate Director of the 
New Orleans Metro BCM to BCM Director 
of the private universities of Tulane, 
Loyola and Xavier.  
n Ta’mya Davis Duhon has been 
promoted from Associate Director of 
the McNeese State University BCM to 
the Director of the Southern University 
Baton Rouge BCM. 
n Cody Moore is our new BCM Director 
for the New Orleans Metro, covering 
LSUNO, Delgado and SUNO.
n Whit, fiancé Lauren, Mcgee is the new 
youth minister at Bonita Road Baptist 
Church, Bastrop.
n Tony, wife Cindy, Smith is the new 
youth director at Ouachita Baptist 
Church, West Monroe.
n Reed, wife Angelica, Bray is the 
new music director at Ouachita Baptist 
Church, West Monroe.
n Gary, wife Samie, Ferris is the new 
discipleship pastor at First Baptist 
Church, DeQuincy.
n Trey Etheridge is the new senior 
pastor of First Baptist Church, Jonesboro.
n Jeremy Pruett has resigned from 
Milldale Baptist Church and Conference 
Center to become pastor at Samples 
Memorial Baptist Church, Cleveland, TN.

HOMECOMING/ANNIVERSARY 

n Beech Springs Baptist Church, 
Quitman: Homecoming and 119th 
anniversary celebration, July 26, 11 
a.m. Shawn Masters, guest pianist, and 
Jim Lancaster, guest speaker. Potluck to 
follow. Pastor: Jason Womack. 
n Pleasant Hill Baptist Church, Pollock: 

Answer to June 25, Scripture Crypto:
Jeremiah twent-eight: sixteen

The Scripture Crypto is a Bible verse in which one letter has been substituted for another, thus encoding the verse. To find out what the verse 
is, you must determine what each letter is a substitute for. An “a,” for example, may stand for a “t” in this week’s issue of the ScriptureCrypto. 
Next week, “a” could stand for a “d.” Each week, each letter is different. Solve by trial and error. The answer will be given next week. Note: All 
numerals, such as those in the scripture reference after the verse, are spelled out.

Scripture Crypto

Clues: 
F = O;  D = S

msx yk sfq ak tihk afcz wmqvkzd, msx tihk
 
afcz yzkqvzks, bvilv qzkdrmddkx mjmisdq qvk 

tfzx jfx fw qvkiz wmqvkzd, bvf qvkzkwfzk jmpk 

qvkg cr qf xkdftmqifs, md ak dkk.  

 dklfsx lvzfsiltkd qvizqa:dkpks

with wisdom, and graciously share the 
hope you have in Christ. This conference 
is for everyone. Parents, students, young 
adults, ministry leaders, etc. Don’t miss 
this opportunity to be equipped and 
encouraged. Learn more and register to-
day at www.firstmossbluff.com/events. 
Pastor: Bryan Carter.
n Ouachita Baptist Church, West 
Monroe: Block party in conjunction with 
NAMB Send Relief, Aug. 22. The church 
will provide bouncers and water slides 
for the kids. Also, free hotdogs and ham-
burgers, with snow cones, ice cream and 
popcorn will be free for all. The following 
day, the church will host will have a 
one-day revival, Mike Barnett preaching. 
Pastor: Mike Holloway.
n Community Baptist Church, West 
Monroe: Neighborhood block party, 
August 22, 10 am.-1 p.m. Come and en-
joy fellowship, food, games and music. 
Pastor: Jared Peters. 
n Gray’s Creek Baptist Church, Denham 
Springs: Greg Sullivan Ministries with 
Ricky Atkinson in concert, August 16, 
10:30 a.m. Pastor: Derek Wall.
n Jerusalem Baptist Church, Hammond: 
Free community event, August 29, 10 
a.m. – 1 p.m. Jerusalem Baptist Church, 
located at 11109 Jerusalem Baptist 
Church Road, Hammond, LA 70403, 
is having a fun-filled day of “water” 
activities. There will be water slide, slip 
n slide, Fire Truck, bubble pools, splash 
pad, water balloons, music, hot dogs, 
popcorn, snow cones and more. Don’t 
forget to wear your Bathing suit and 
bring a towel. Pastor: J.P. Handy.
n Victory Baptist Church, Hammond:  
Next Generation Sunday, August 30, 6 
p.m. There will be food afterward. Speak-
ers Camdyn DeVincent, Logan Watts. 

155th Homecoming, August 1, 9:45 a.m. 
(Sunday School). The Plainsmen Quartet 
in concert, 10:45 a.m. Evangelist: Casey 
Johnson with a special message. A 
potluck lunch will follow the worship 
service. Pastor: Jack Powell.
n Maplewood First Baptist Church, Sul-
phur: August 9, 11 a.m. 10th anniversary 
celebration of Jeremy Blocker as pastor. 
Dinner on the grounds to follow.
n Canaan Baptist Church, Leesville: 
Homecoming, August 9, 10 a.m. 
Southern Sound will bring the music and 
Buddy Airhart will preach the message. 
Pastor: Kenneth Hodges.
n Open Door Baptist Church, Ragley: 
20th Anniversary, August 16-19, Sunday, 
10 a.m. & 4 p.m. James Blakenship, 
Thomas Bethke and Sonny Simpson; 
Monday, 6 p.m. Speakers: James 
Blakenship and Jerry Chaddick; Tuesday, 
6 p.m., Speakers: Sonny Simpson and 
Bill Britt.; Wednesday, 6 p.m. Speakers: 
Bill Britt and Jerry Chaddick. Worship: 
Fred Guilbert and Broken Vessels. Pastor: 
James Blakenship.
n Trinity Baptist Church, Lake Charles: 
100th Anniversary Celebration, August 
16-23, 2026. Leading up to the cele-
bration Trinity will have a legacy week 
which includes Family Night, Sunday,  
5-7 p.m.; Men’s night Pastor: David Rose.
n Macedonia Baptist Church, Effie: 
125th Homecoming, September 20, 
10 a.m. Dinner on the grounds will 
follow worship services. Pastor: Adam 
Thornton.

REVIVAL

n Faith Baptist Church, Livingston: VBS 
and Family Revival, July 30- August 1. 
Thursday- Saturday beginning  at 3:30 
p.m. VBS for 9–18-year-olds, teen ex-
plosion. Supper will be held at 5:45 p.m. 
for both events. Family Revival services 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. Evangelist: Evan 
Griffin. Worship: Special Music every 
night. VBS for Toddlers for during revival 
services. Pastor: Trey Colwell.
n First Baptist Church, Marion: Revival, 
August 2-5. Evangelist Scotty McDowell. 
Pastor: Bubba Hoggatt.
n Singer Baptist Church, Singer: 
Revival, August 2-5, Sunday at 11 a.m. 
& 6 p.m., Monday-Wednesday, 6 p.m. 
Evangelist: Jerry Chaddick. Worship: 
Mackey and Gale Willis. Pastor: Jimmy 
Clark.
n Calvary Baptist Church, Springhill: 
Marvelous Monday Revivals: August 3. 
Meal will be at 6 p.m. and service at 7 
p.m. Guest Speaker: Louisiana Baptists 
Executive Director Steve Horn. Music: 
Johnny Couch. The church is located at 
1919 S. Main St. in Springhill, La. Pastor: 
John David Franklin.
n University Baptist Church, Thibodaux: 
Midweek Miracles, every Wednesday in 
August, 6 p.m. August 5. Robert Smith, 
Jr., Samford University, Birmingham, 
Alabama, August 12. Herb Reavis, pastor 
of North Jacksonville Baptist Church, 
Jacksonville, Florida, August 19. H.B. 
Charles, Jr., Shiloh Metropolitan Baptist 
Church, Jacksonville, Florida. August 26 
and Adam Hughes, Director of New Orle-
ans Baptist Theological Seminary Doctor 
of Ministry Program. Pastor: J.P. Cox.

n North Shreve Baptist Church, 
Shreveport: Harvest Sunday, August 16. 
Evangelist: Bill Britt. Pastor: Cecil Marr.
n First Baptist Church, Calvin: Revival, 
August 16.  Evangelist: Alan Kirk. Pastor: 
Billy VerHoef. 
n McDonald Memorial Baptist Church, 
Jonesboro: Revival, August 16-19. Evan-
gelist; Alvin Kirk. Pastor: Randy Dark.
n Calvary Baptist Church, Springhill: 
Harvest Sunday, August 17. Evangelist: 
Bill Britt. Pastor: John Franklin. 
Open Door Baptist Church, Ragley: 
Revival. August 18-19. Evangelist: Bill 
Britt Pastor: James Blankenship.
n Fellowship Baptist Church, Dubach: 
Revival, August 21-23. Evangelist: David 
Markham and Truth Infusion Ministries. 
Pastor: Thomas Patton.
n Mt. Tabor Baptist Church,  Bernice: 
Fall Revival, August 23-29. Sunday, Old 
Fashioned Worship Service followed by 
Dinner on the grounds. Sunday evening 
through Saturday, revival services. 
n Good Hope Baptist Church, Singer: 
Revival, August 23-26. Evangelist: Sam 
Moore. Pastor: Corey Stone.
n Victory Baptist Church, Hammond: 
Revival, August 23-26, Sunday, XXX a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday 6:30 
p.m. nightly. Evangelist: Travis Kiriluk. 
Pastor: Jonathan Watts.

LAGNIAPPE

n DaySpring Baptist Church, Ruston: 
Seeking a song leader/pianist. Please 
you’re your resumes to 3191 S Vienna St., 
Ruston LA 71270-9605. Call 318.255.2119 
for more information. Pastor: Ken Weaver.
n Riverview Baptist Church, Alexandria: 
An evening with Legacy Five, August 1, 6 
p.m. Pastor: David Newton.

n New Prospect Baptist Church, Dry 
Prong: Praise in the park, Aug. 1, 5 pm. 
Join us for local vendors, fresh food, 
donations for an animal shelter, worship 
and a message. Pastor: Trey Lewis.
nPleasant Hill Baptist Church, Pollock: 
The Southern Plainsmen Quartet in 
concert, August 2, 11 a.m. Pastor: Jack 
Powell.
n French Corner Baptist Church, Poncha-
toula: Fifth Sunday Revival, August 2, 11 
a.m. Worship: The Southern Plainsmen 
Quartet. Pastor: Eric Hattaway.
n Hargis Baptist Church, Montgomery: 
The Hootens in concert. August 8, 6 p.m. 
Pastor: Doug James.
n First Baptist Church, Delhi: “Still 
Standing” women’s conference, Aug. 8, 
9:15 a.m. Guest speaker: Joyce Martin 
Sanders of the Martins. Music: One Voice 
Worship are among those featured. 
Admission is $20 and includes lunch. For 
more information call 318.282.1403 or 
email joan.pugh@icloud.com. Pastor: Jeff 
Coleman.
n Pine Ridge Baptist Church, Melder: 
August 9, 6 p.m. A past recipient of a 
Samaritan’s Purse shoebox will share how 
receiving the gift years ago changed his 
life. Pastor: Jason Townley.
n Crews New Salem Baptist Church, 
Montgomery: The Hootens in concert, 
August 9, 1 p.m. Pastor: Alton Cooper.
n First Baptist Church, Moss Bluff: Bib-
lical Worldview Conference, Aug. 14-16. 
Every day, we’re surrounded by voices 
telling us what to believe, how to think, 
and what really matters. The question 
is... How do we know what’s true? The 
Biblical Worldview Conference is de-
signed to help you answer that question 
with confidence. You’ll learn how to 
think biblically, navigate today’s culture 
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FIRST PERSON: First Haughton lives out the Gospel  through community-wide ‘Serve Day’

HAUGHTON, La. 
(LBM) — The ministries 
performed by First Baptist 
Church, Haughton, May 
2, were more than acts of 
community service — they 
were clear reflections of 
the Gospel lived out in real 
and tangible ways.

Members of the con-
gregation, joined by volun-
teers from across the com-
munity, stepped beyond 
the walls of the church and 
into the streets of Haugh-
ton for the church’s annual 
Serve Day. Their mission 
was simple yet deeply 
rooted in Scripture: to 
serve others as the hands 
and feet of Christ.

Throughout the day, 
volunteers spread across 
neighborhoods picking up 
roadside trash, clearing de-
bris and assisting residents 
with large item removal. 
Organized truck and trail-
er teams worked diligent-
ly, while others served in 
quieter but equally mean-

ingful ways — walking 
through neighborhoods 
in prayer or remaining on 
campus to intercede on 
behalf of the community.

For First Baptist Church 
Haughton Senior Pastor 
Gevan Spinney, the day 
reflected a calling that has 
defined the church for 
generations.

“We feel a big obli-
gation as the church to 
Haughton and the com-
munity,” Spinney said. “I 
believe God planted this 
church here in 1885 to be 
a lighthouse in this town. 
Our responsibility is to 
love people, to serve them 
and to meet needs in the 
name of Jesus. We want 
our community to know 
we care about them, we 
love them and we are here 
to help however we can.”

Year after year, this 
ministry continues to have 
a giant impact on the com-
munity:

-- as part of Serve Day 
2024, 128 volunteers filled 
30 dumpsters with trash;

-- in 2025, 136 volun-

teers piled 235 bags of 
roadside refuse into 38 
dumpsters, and offered 
prayers for residents of 467 
homes; and

-- this year, 95 volun-
teers filled 31 dumpsters 
with more than 120 tons of 
junk and trash.  

Still, church leaders 
emphasized that the true 
impact was not just about 
the cleanup numbers.

Back at the church, a 
hospitality team greeted 
volunteers returning from 
the field, offering meals, 
fellowship and encourage-
ment. 

Likewise, amid the 
activity, a simple but 
meaningful act captured 
the heart of the day: Andee 
Kate Brobst, daughter of 
the worship pastor, Hunter 
Brobst, set up a lemonade 
stand to serve those pass-
ing through. While the 
lemonade was offered free-
ly, donations were accept-
ed to support missions — a 
small gesture that reflected 
a spirit of generosity and 
discipleship in the next 
generation.

“Serve Day is about 
more than cleaning up our 
community,” one volunteer 
shared. “It’s about showing 
people the love of Christ in 
a real and personal way.”

That message echoed 
the words of Matthew 5:16: 

“Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may 
see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.” Throughout 
Haughton, that light was 
evident — not only in the 
work being done, but in 
the attitudes and hearts 
behind it.

Residents expressed 
appreciation for the vol-
unteers, many noting that 
the effort brought encour-
agement as much as it did 
physical improvement. For 
some, it was a reminder 
that they were not forgot-
ten. For others, it was a 
visible expression of hope.

By the end of the day, 
roadsides were cleared, 
properties were improved 
and countless prayers had 
been lifted. But the lasting 
impact extended far be-
yond what could be seen.

In a time when com-

Members of First Baptist Church, Haughton, and volunteers from across the community stepped beyond the 
walls of the church and into the streets of the city for the church’s annual Serve Day.
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Serve Day from page 16
munities often experience 
division and uncertainty, 
Serve Day offered a pow-
erful reminder of what 
can happen when believ-
ers unite with a common 
purpose. It was not about 
recognition or obligation, 
but about obedience — 
answering the call to love 
one another as Christ has 
loved us.

As volunteers gathered 
at the close of the day, 
one truth remained clear: 

the church is not merely a 
building, but a body of be-
lievers sent into the world.

And in Haughton, that 
body moved together with 
intention — demonstrating 
that when faith is put into 
action, it not only trans-
forms communities, but 
points people to the hope 
found in Christ.

Stacey Tinsley is a mem-
ber of FBC Haughton.

for the Gospel,” Cathey said. 
“There’s nothing like diving 
deep into God’s love!!  We 
are praying for every heart 
to love the Lord with all they 
have.”

HESSMER BAPTIST

Hessmer Baptist Church 
saw four children turn to 
the Lord out of the 70 who 
attended, and VBS Director 
Olivia Patton said she was 
thankful for the children who 
grew closer to Jesus through-
out the week.

Patton said her most 
cherished memory was when 
a child approached her to 
discuss accepting Christ.

“He sat down and be-
gan sobbing,” Patton said. 
“Strangely enough he wasn’t 
crying about his salvation, 
but he missed his mom 
because he had been staying 
with cousins the whole week. 
So, I comforted him and he 
jumped up out of his chair 
so fast and wrapped his arms 
around my neck as hard as he 
could. He needed a hug.

VBS from page 6
“It then hit me,” she 

continued. “This is what it is 
all about. Not numbers, not 
exhilarating fun, but tending 
to hearts of these children. It 
was a little ‘check-back’ on 
the reality of things. Often-
times, to successfully share 
the Gospel, it’s important to 
create personal relationships.”

Patton said she is excited 
for the opportunity to help 
those children who made 
decisions for Christ to grow 
closer to Jesus.

“It is always exciting to 
see God move and I pray He 
continues to move in the 
hearts of those who heard the 
Gospel,” she said. “My goals 
this year were to be very 
intentional about connecting 
with the families, to encour-
age relationships with our 
church and for VBS conversa-
tions to continue at home.”

CALVARY BAPTIST LONGVILLE

Calvary Baptist Church, 
Longville, held a grow camp 
during its VBS, July 7-10. 

The first day was disrupt-

ed by lightning strike that 
caused significant damage 
to electronic equipment, 
estimated at thousands of 
dollars. Despite this, the 
church successfully com-
pleted the event by teaching 
practical skills like sewing, 
cooking, carpentry and 
vehicle maintenance to 
students from pre-K to 12th 
grade.

The event, inspired by 
First Baptist Church, Or-
ange, Texas, aimed to teach 
some valuable life skills 
along with the Gospel. They 
had an average attendance 
of 40-45 kids and planted 
seeds for a future harvest.

“We wanted to do 
something different and 
something that would 
teach young kids a skill 
that would point them to 
Jesus,” Pastor Justin Bar-
row said. “Through sharing 
one simple verse from John 
15:5, we taught them about 
how Jesus is the vine and 
they are branches that can 
produce fruit if they know 
Him. We broke that down 
very simply and we taught 
them that it just helps you 
grow in Christ.”

ELWOOD BAPTIST

Fifteen of the 109 chil-
dren who attended VBS 
with Elwood Baptist Church, 
Forest Hill, made decisions 
for Christ, including three 
who made professions of 
faith, July 6-10. Additionally, 
the children collected canned 
goods and $1,162, which was 
given to the Louisiana Baptist 
Children’s Home & Family 
Ministries. 

Pastor Mike Evans praised 
the teachers, including 
the youth volunteers, who 
stepped up and poured into 

the youngsters.
“We at Elwood knew and 

emphasized that about 80 
percent of those ever saved 
did so by age 15 and many did 
so in VBS,” he said. “Also, we 
got to have some great and 
positive interactions with the 
parents of these children and 
saw them attend not just the 
VBS commencement cere-
mony but also had them in 
church the following Sunday. 
We found a closeness and 
unity as we pulled together, 
and sense an anticipation al-
ready for next year’s summer 
VBS.”
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By Will Hall
Message executive editor

2026 LEGISLATIVE REPORT: 
Firment, Edmonds, Johnson 
pushed key bills for churches

BATON ROUGE, La. 
(LBM) – Louisiana Baptist 
lawmakers Rep. Gabe Firment, 
Sen. Rick Edmonds and Rep. 
Mike Johnson championed 
critical legislation that offer 
to significantly enhance the 
work of Louisiana churches 
while positively shaping the 
spiritual culture of the state.

CHURCH SELF-INSURANCE 

All three legislators played 
vital roles in passage of SB 341 
(signed into law as Act 759) 
that should complete the last 
legal requirements needed to 
operate the church self-in-
surance program under the 
Louisiana Churches and Non-
profit Religious Organizations 
Self-Insured Fund that was 
established by law in 2023.

Edmonds, the pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Mc-
Comb, Mississippi, and retired 
pastor of Calvary Baptist 
Church, Shreveport, authored 
the bill and shepherded it 
throughout the legislative 
process in both the Senate and 
the House, ending his over-
sight only after the governor’s 
signature.

Meanwhile, Firment, who 
is a deacon with First Baptist 
Church, Pollock, offered es-
sential amendments, includ-
ing the deletion of “joint and 
several liability” obligations 
from the program, meaning 
the cooperative can now offer 
a viable insurance product 
that should be attractive to 
churches. He also arranged for 
a crucial meeting with chief 
lawmakers, administrators 
and regulatory officials. 

Johnson, a member of First 
Baptist Church, Pineville, who 
is the Speaker Pro Tempore 
(second ranking lawmaker in 
the House), was a major par-
ticipant in the talks and used 
his influence to help resolve a 
daunting impasse about “joint 
and several liability.” 

Julie Emerson, a mem-
ber of First Baptist Church, 
Lafayette, who serves as chief 
of staff with Gov. Jeff Landry, 
lent her influence, too, during 
those successful discussions.

The final hurdle for the 

church self-insurance program 
will be regulatory approval by 
the Louisiana Department of 
Insurance.

WORSHIP SAFETY 

Firment and Edmonds 
were successful as well in 
providing protections for 
worshipers in response to 
the January 2026 invasion by 
thugs who disrupted the Sun-
day morning service of Cities 
Church, which is a Southern 
Baptist church plant in St. 
Paul, Minnesota.

Under Louisiana law, 
churches already have the 
right to use deadly force in re-
sponse to active shooter situa-
tions. Firment wrote HB  294 
(now Act 148) to give church-
es a tool to deal with disrup-
tive situations that do not rise 
to that level of violence. Now 
congregations are protected 
against liability when they 
physically remove a trespasser 
who fails to comply with a 
verbal request to vacate.

At the same time, Ed-
monds sponsored SB 306 
(Act 379) to prevent outside 
agitators from interrupting 
worship services. The new 
law significantly increases 
criminal penalties (both fines 
and jail terms) as a deterrent 
against such criminal behav-
ior.

Now legislation is being 
discussed that will allow 
congregations to sue groups 
and individuals who orga-
nize, fund, promote, lead and 
participate in preplanned 
terrorism against churches. 
Such civil actions will allow 
congregations to drain the 
financial reserves that adver-
saries use to attack Christian 
ministries.  

CHILD SAFETY, BIBLICAL 
MONUMENT

Edmonds also offered 
public policy measures to pro-
tect children against human 
trafficking, and to honor the 
historical impact of the Ten 
Commandments in our state.

Gov. Jeff Landry signed 
Edmonds’ SB 83 into law 
as Act 737, which requires 
all public schools to adopt 
policies and provide advanced 

training to prevent human 
trafficking, to identify and 
report instances of human 
trafficking, and to give special 
assistance to victims.

Additionally, Edmonds 
pushed through SB 307 (Act 
487) to approve the construc-
tion of a “suitable monument 
displaying the Ten Com-
mandments” on the Capitol 
grounds with a plaque that 
describes the context for the 
memorial as “Acknowledging 
America’s Religious History” – 
all “without cost to the state.”

BIOLOGY BASICS

Rep. Johnson and Rep. 
Raymond Crews, a member of 
First Baptist Church, Boss-
ier City, offered significant 
legislation to ensure state 
public policy is clear about 
fundamental notions of basic 
biology, specifically sexual 
identity.

Johnson’s “Restoring Bio-
logical Truth Act” (HB 578/
Act 814) overhauls the state 
civil code to delete all uses of 
the fluid term “gender” and 
to replace it with the well-de-
fined term “biological sex.”

Adding emphasis, Crews’s 
HB 1137 (Act 579) prevents 
employers from forcing an 
employee or applicant to use 
preferred pronouns when 
addressing others if doing so 
would cause the person to vio-
late his or her religious beliefs 
about biological sex. In 2024 
Crews authored HB 121 (Act 
680) which gave similar pro-
tection to school employees.

LOUISIANA BAPTIST INFLUENCE

Louisiana Baptists in both 
the House and Senate offered 
important legislation in other 
areas not directly related to 
specific points of faith ex-
pressed in Louisiana Baptist 

consensus statements of belief, 
but that supported “quiet and 
peaceable” living (1 Timothy 
2:2) for the people of the state.

In that regard, these 
men and women of faith are 
impactful in their respective 
spheres of influence with a 
number serving in House or 
Senate leadership positions.

HOUSE

In addition to Johnson 
(House speaker pro tempore), 
Firment chairs the Insurance 
Committee, and Crews chairs 
the House Labor and Industri-
al Relations Committee.

Furthermore, Jack McFar-
land, a member of Caney Lake 
Baptist Church in Chatham, 
chairs the powerful House Ap-
propriations Committee, and 
five other Louisiana Baptists 
(Roy Daryl Adams, First, Jack-
son; Dewith Carrier, Oberlin; 
Kim Coates, Trinity, Ham-
mond; Dodie Horton, First, 
Haughton; Shane Mack, Beth-
lehem, Albany; Philip Tarver, 
Sale Street, Lake Charles) 
serve with him on this com-
mittee (among 28 members 
total). McFarland also is vice 
chair of the Legislative Com-
mittee on the Budget.

Among the 15 Louisiana 
Baptist House members, two 
others serve in leadership 
positions: Horton chairs the 
Legislative Bureau and is vice 
chair of the Labor and Indus-
trial Relations Committee; and 
Wayne McMahen, a member 
of Central Baptist Church, 
Springhill, is vice chair of the 
House Health and Welfare 
Committee.

Finally, Kim Carver (First, 
Covington), Danny McCor-
mick (Trees, Vivian), Rodney 
Schamerhorn (First, Anacoco) 
and Roger Wilder (Hebron, 
Denham Springs) do not 
chair committees, but they 

have shown leadership by 
undertaking key issues such 
as protecting the unborn, 
strengthening parents’ rights, 
defending religious liberty, 
upholding private property 
ownership and safeguarding 
women and girls against men 
claiming to be females. 

SENATE

What’s more, there are 
eight Louisiana Baptists in the 
state Senate, and all of them 
have committee leadership 
positions:

-- Mark Abraham (Trini-
ty, Lake Charles), vice chair, 
Judiciary C

-- Adam Bass (Cypress, 
Benton), chair, Select Com-
mittee on Military and Vet-
erans Affairs; and vice chair, 
Insurance 

-- Stewart Cathey, Jr. (First, 
West Monroe), chair, Agricul-
ture, Forestry, Aquaculture, 
and Rural Development

-- Edmonds, chair, Educa-
tion

-- Sam Jenkins (Baptist 
Bible Fellowship, Shreveport), 
vice chair, Revenue and Fiscal 
Affairs

-- Jay Luneau (Emmanuel, 
Alexandria), chair, Local and 
Municipal Affairs; vice chair, 
Judiciary A

-- Beth Mizell (First, 
Franklinton), chair, Com-
merce; vice chair, Senate 
Select Committee on Women 
and Children

-- Alan Seabaugh (Broad-
moor, Shreveport), chair, 
Labor and Industrial Relations

The 2026 Regular Session 
of the state legislature ended 
June1. However, joint com-
mittee meetings (between the 
House and Senate) are under-
way through June. The 2027 
Regular Session is scheduled 
to be convened April 12 and 
adjourned June 10.  

Rep. Gabe Firment, a deacon with First Baptist Church, Pollock, wrote HB 294/Act 148 that gives churches a tool 
to deal with disruptive situations not covered under the state’s active shooter laws. Now churches are protected 
against liability when they physically remove a trespasser who fails to comply with a verbal request to vacate.
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By Matt Coker
Special to the Message

FIRST PERSON: Compassion Center ministry 
meets physical needs, yields spiritual results

MONROE, La. – A rou-
tine day distributing food 
became a powerful remind-
er of why the Louisiana 
Baptist Children’s Home 
and Family Ministries 
Compassion Center minis-
try exists—to provide love, 
care, and hope in Christ 
to children and families in 
need.

The encounter also 
illustrates the heart behind 
LBCHFM’s 2026 ministry 
theme, “One Home. Eight 
Ministries. One Mission.”

DIVINE APPOINTMENT

While serving families 
during a recent outreach, 
volunteer Danny Watt, 
member, First Baptist 
Church, Calhoun, shared 
Gospel tracts and a Bible 

with two young men who 
arrived seeking assistance. 
As the conversation devel-
oped, Watt connected the 
men with Pastor Marc Dan-
iels, who was serving with 
a volunteer team from his 
First Baptist Church Avon-
dale congregation.

When Pastor Marc 
approached the vehicle, one 
of the men was holding the 
Bible and made a statement 
that opened the door to a 
deeper spiritual conversa-
tion.

“I think about this all the 
time,” the young man said.

When asked what he 
meant, the visitor explained 
that he frequently thought 
about death and eternity, 
and he even expressed confi-
dence that he would be with 
God because he had “tried 
to live a good life.”

But Pastor Marc lovingly 
explained that salvation is 

not earned through good 
works but is a gift of God’s 
grace received through 
faith in Jesus Christ. He also 
shared how every person is 
born into sin and falls short 
of God’s standard, making it 
impossible to earn salvation 
through personal effort. 
Instead, he underscored, 
forgiveness and eternal life 
are found only through Jesus 
Christ, who died on the 
cross for our sins and rose 
again.

DIVINE AFFIRMATION

As the conversation 
continued, the young man 
turned to his friend and re-
marked, “Man, he’s making 
a lot of sense.”

Both men gladly accept-
ed an offer to pray together, 
and afterward the young 
man shared that he had 
surrendered his life to Jesus. 

Staff members continue to 
pray for opportunities to 
reconnect with him and en-
courage him in his new faith 
journey. 

Still, the encounter 
serves to affirm the Compas-
sion Center’s ministry out-
reach through direct food 
assistance. Meeting physical 
needs often opens the door 
to address the deepest need 
of all—a personal relation-
ship with Jesus Christ.

PARTNERSHIPS ARE KEY

The Compassion Center 
meets the physical needs 
of thousands of individuals 
each year through partner-
ships with churches and 
Gospel-centered ministries 
across Louisiana. Volunteers 
distribute food, clothing, 
diapers, and other essentials, 
and most importantly, seek 
opportunities to share the 

Gospel.
This has been the minis-

try model for the Louisiana 
Baptist Children’s Home 
and Family Ministries for 
127 years in providing love, 
care, and hope in Christ 
to children and families in 
need. On this day at the 
Compassion Center, that 
mission approach resulted 
in a changed life and the 
promise of eternity through 
Christ.

Louisiana Baptists con-
tinue to pray, give, and serve 
alongside the LBCHFM 
team, and through this part-
nership in the Gospel God 
continues to demonstrate 
that He is working through 
one home, eight ministries, 
and one mission to trans-
form lives across Louisiana.

Learn how to partner 
with the Compassion Cen-
ter via matt@lbch.org or 
318-387-2422.
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